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DISSERTATION I. 



The TeattmmUes of Jog^kuSj eonctming Jesus Christy Johti 
the Baptist, and James the Just, vindicated* 

Since we meet with several important testimonies in Jo* 
sephus, the Jewish historian, concerning John the Baptist, 
the forerunner of Jesus of, Nazareth, concerning Jesus of 
Nazareth himself, and concerning James the Just, the hro- 
Aer of Jesus of Nazareth ; and since the principal testimo- 
ny, whicu id that concerning Jesus of Nazareth hkaself, has 
of late heen greasy questioned hy n^any, and rejected hy 
some of the learned as spurious, it -will be fit for me, who 
have ever declared my firm belief that these testimonies were 
genuine, to set d^wn fadrly some of the original evidence and^ 
citations I have met with in the first fifteen centuries con- 
cerning them, and then to make proper observations upon 
that evidence, for the reader's more complete satisfaction. 

But before I produce the citations themselves out pf Jose- 
I^us, give me leave to prepare the reader's attention, by set- 
ting down the sentiments of perhaps the most learned per- ' 
son, and the most competent judge that ever was, as to the 
authority of Josephus, I mean of Joseph Scaliger in the Pro- 
legomena to his book De Emendatione Temporum, p» 17. 
" Josephus is the most diligent and the greatest lover of truth 
of all writers: nor are we afraid to affii-m of him, that it is 
more safe to believe him, not only as to the affairs of the 
Jews, but also as to those that are foreign to them, than all 
the Greek and Latin writers, and this, because liis fidelity 
and his compass of learning are every where conspicuous.** 

THE ancient citations OF THE TESTIMONIES O** JOSE- 
PHUS, FB^M HIS OWN TIME TILL THE END Olf THE FIF- 
TEENTH CENTURY. 

About A. D, 110. Tacit^ Annqldih,.xv» cap, 44. 

Nero, in order to stifle the rumour, [as if he had himself 
SflRooa^ on fire,] ascribed it to those people who were hated 
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for their wicked practices, and called by the vulgar, ChAs- 
dans : these he punished exquisitely. The author of this 
name was Cfhrist^ uiho^ in the reign of Tiberius^ was brought to 
punishment by Pontius Pilate the procurator. 

^bout A, D. 147. Just. Mart, Dialog, cum Trypho, p. 234. 

You [Jews] knew that Jesus was risen from the dead, and 
tkscended into heaven, as the prophecies did foretell was to 
happen. 

Mout A, D. 230. Origen, Comment, in Matth, p, 230. 

This James was of so shiiung a character among the peo- 
ple, on account of his righteousness, thajt Flavius Josephus, 
when, in his twentieth book of the Jewi^ Antiquities, he 
had a mind to set down what was the cause whv the people 
suffered such miseries, till the very holy house was demolish- 
ed, he said, that these things befell them by the anger of God, 
on account of what they had dared to do to James, the bro- 
ther of Jesus, who was called Christ : and woi^derful it is, 
that, while he did not receiv-e Jesus for Christ, he did never- 
theless bear witness that James was so righleous a man. He 
says further, that the people thought that they suffered these 
tilings for the sake of James. 

About A, D, 250. Contr. Cels, iib.i. p, 35, 36. 

. I would say to Celsus, who personates a Jew, that admit- 
ted of John the Baptist, and how he baptized Jesus, that one 
who lived but a little while after John and Jesus, wrote, how 
that John was a baptizer unto the remission of sins : for Jo- 
sephus testifies in tlie eighteenth book of Jewish Antiquities, 
that John was the baptist, and that he promised purification 
to those that were baptized. The same Josephus also, al- 
though he did not believe in Jesus as Christ, when he was in- 
quiring after the cause of the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
of tlie demolition of the temple, and ought to-have said, that 
^ their machinations against Jesus were the cause of those mi- 
series coming on the people, because they had slain that 
Christ, who was foretold by the prophets, he, though sys it 
were unwillingly, and j'et as one not remote from the truth, 
says, " These miseries befell the Jews by way of revenge for 
James the Just, who was the brother of Jesus, that was call- 
ed Christy because they had slain him who was a most righte- 
'i>us person." Now this James was he whom that g^nuib* 
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icttserpie of JesuB, Paul, said he had seen as the Id>rd*9 hrather ; 
(Gal. i. 19.) which relation implies not so much nearness of 
blood, or tiie sameness of education, as it does the agreement 
of manners and preaching. If, therefor^, he says the deso- 
lation of Jerusalem befell the Jews for the sake of James, 
with how much greater reason might he have said, that it 
happened for the sake of Jesus ? &lc. 

About A. D. 324. JGu5e5. Demonstr. Evan, lib, m.p, 124. 

Certainly the attestation of those I have already produced 
concerning our Saviour may be sufficient. However, it may 
not be amiss, if over and above, we make use of Josephus 
the^ Jew for a further witness ; who, in the eighteenth book 
of his Antiquities, when he was writing the history of what 
happened under Pilate, makes mention of our Saviour in 
&ese words : Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise 
man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of 
wonderful works, a teacher of such men as had a veneration 
for truth ; he drew over to him both many of the Jews, and 
many of the Gentiles : he was the Christ. And when Pilate, 
at the suggestion >of the principal men among us, had con* 
demned him to the cross, those that loved him at first did not 
forsake him, for he appeared to them alive again the third 
day, as the divine prophets had spoken of these, and ten thou» 
sand other wonderful things concerning him; whence the 
tribe of christians, so named from him, are not extinct at this 
day. If therefore we have this historian's testimony, that he 
not only brought over to himself the twelve apostjes, with the 
ae^^nty disciples, but many of the Jews and many of the 
Gentiles also, he must manifestly have had somewhat in him 
extraordinary above the rest of mankind ; for how otherwise 
could he draw over so many of the Jews and of the Gentiles^ 
vmless he performed admirable and amazing works, and used 
a method of teaching that was not common ? Moreover, the 
scripture of the Acts of the Apostles bears witness, that there 
were many ten thousands of Jews who were persuaded that 
he was the Chnst of God, who Was foretold by the prophets^ 
(Acts, xxi. 20.) 

Mout A, D, 339. Hist. Ecdes, lib. i. cap, 1 1. 

Now the divine scripture of the gospel makes mention of 
John the Baptist as having his head cut off by the younger 
Herod* JQs^phus also concurs in this history,, and liiakei 
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menlSoii of Herodias by name, as the irile of his brothf i^, 
#hom Herod had married upon divorcing his former lawful 
wife. She was the daughter of Aretas, king of the Petrean 
Arabians $ and which Herodias he had parted from her hus* 
band while he was ahve : on which account also, when he 
had slain John, he mlide war w^th Aretas, [Aretas made war 
with him,] because his daughter had been used dishonoura^ 
bly : in which war, when it came to battle, he says that all 
Herod's army was destroyed, and that he suffered this be- 
cause of his wicked contrivance against John. Moreover^ 
the same Josephus, by acknowledging John to have been a 
most righteous man, and the baptist, conspires in iiis testi- 
mony with what is written in the gospels. He also relates^ 
that Herod lost his kingdom for the sake of the same Hero* 
dias, together with whom he himself was condemned to be 
banished to Vienna, a city of GauL And this is his account 
in the eighteenth book of the Antiquities, where he writes 
thus of John verbatim: Some of the Jews thought that th« 
destruction of Herod's army came from God, and that very 
justly, as a punishment for what he did against John that ww 
called the Baptist, for Herod slew him, who was a good man, 
and one that commanded the Jews to exercise virtue, both 
as t^ righteousness towards one another, ^nd piety towards 
God, and so to come to baptism, for that by this means the 
washing [with water,] would appear acceptable to him ; when 
they made use of it, not in order to the putting away, [or 
the remission,] of some sins, [only,] but for the purification of 
the body, supposing still that the soul were thoroughly puri- 
fied beforehand by righteousness. Now when (many) othefs 
came in crowds about him, for they were greatly delighted 
in hearing his words, Herod was afraid that this so great 
powedr of persuading men, might fend to some sedition or 
other, for they seemed to be disposed to do every thing he 
should advise them to ; so he supposed it better to prevent 
any attempt for a mutation from him by cutting him off^ that 
lifter any such mutation should be brought about, and the 
public should suffer, to repent [of such negligence.] Accord- 
ingly, he was sent a prisoner, out of Herod's suspicious tem^ 
j>er, to Machaerus, the ,castle I befote* mentioned, and was 
there put to death. — ^When Josephus had said this of John, 
lie makes mention alsO of our Saviour in the same history, 
lifter this manner : Now there was about this time one Je- 
ius, a wise man, if it b^ lawful to call him a ma% for he wafr 
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A d6er of wdBderfuI works, a teacher of such men as receive 
the truth with pleasure.; he drew, over to him both many of 
the Jews, and many of the Gentiles also ; he was the Christ. 
And when Piiate, at the suggestion of the principal i^en 
among us^ had condemned him to the cross, those that 
loved him at first did not forsake him, for he appeared to 
them alive again the third day, as the divine prophets had 
foretold these, and ten. thousand other wonderful things 
concerning him. And still the tribes of Christians, so named 
from him, are not extinct at this day. And since this writer, 
sprung from the Hebrews themselves, hath delivered these 
thin^ above in his own work, concerning John the Baptist 
and our Saviour, what room is there for any farther eva* 
sion, &tc. 

. Now James was so wonderful a person, and was so cele- 
brated by all others for righteousness, that the judieieus Jews 
thought this to have^lieen the occasion of that siege of Jeru- 
salem, which came on presently after his martyrdom, and 
that it ;befell them for no other reason than that impious fact 
they were guilty of against him. Josephus therefore did not 
refuse to attest thereto in writing, by the words folMwing : 
these miseries befell the Jews by way of i^Tenge for James 
the Just, who was the brother of Jesus that was called ChrxBt^^ 
on this account, that they had slain him who was a most 
righteous person. 

The same Josephus declares the manner of his death in 
the twentieth book of the Antiquities, in these words : Cesar 
sent Albinus into Judea to be procurator, when he had heurd 
that Festus was dead. Now Ananus junior, who, as we said^ 
liad been admitted to the high-priesthood, was in his tern* 
per bold and daring in an extraordinary manner. He was 
also of the sect of the Sadducees, who are, more savage in 
judgment than any • of the other Jews, as we have already 
signified. Since therefore this was the character of Ananus, 
he thought he had now a proper opportunity [to exercise his 
authority,] because Festus was dead, and Albinus was but 
upon the road ; sohe assembles the sanhedrim of judges, and 
brings before them James, the brother of Jesus, who was 
called Christ, and some others [of his companions,] and when 
be had formed an accusation against them, as breakers of the 
law, he delivered them to be stoned : but as for those who 
seemed the most equitable of the citizens, and those whd 
were the most uneasy at the breach of the laws,: they disliked 
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wliat WSES done. Tfaey also s^nt to the khxg [ Agrippa,] de- 
siring Inm to send to Ausdhs that h« thouM itot so no more, 
fyr that what he had alveady done coidd tiot be jitedfted, Sec. 

About JL Dp 960. Ambrose or Itegesippua de pxcid. Urb, 
Hierosdym, lib. ii.cap. l^» 

We hare diseotered tha^ It was the opinion and beWf of 
the Jews, as Josepfaus affirms, (who is an author not to b^ re* 
J0Oted» when he writes against himsetf,) that Herod lost his 
army, not by the deceit of men, but by the anger of God, and 
that justly,, as an effect of revenge for what he did t^ Jt^m 
the Baptist, a just man^ whahad scdd t9 him, Hianti latrfvi 
fir ihee to haw thy broiher^a wife. 

The Jews themselves also bear witness to Christ, as, ap- 
pears by Josephus, the writer of their history, who says thus : 
that there was at thM lime a wise man, if, says he, it be law-^ 
lid to have hhiK ealled a mean, a doer of wbndeift^trorks,^ who 
iippeared to hs disciples after &e third day, from his deaths 
»Mye agam, aecording to the writings of the i^ro^hets, who 
Ibretold these imd hmamerable other miraeuldtta events con* 
teming:bnn; irotxr whom began the. eongrd^atioi» of C^hris- 
iian8,,and hoth^ penetrated among all sorts of meu ; nor does 
there reaialD any nation in the Roman world which continues 
itran^srata his reK^n. If ^ Jews do not beHeve us, let 
them at least believe their own writers. Josephus, whom 
Ihey esteem a very great miaoi, hath said this, and yet hath he 
q>oken tmth after such a manner, and so far was his mind 
wandered from the right way, that even he was not a believer 
as to what he himself said ; but thus he^pake in order to de* 
ttver historical truth, because he thought it not lawful for him 
to deeeive, while yet he was no believer, because of the hard* 
ness of his heart, and his perfidious, intention. However, it 
was no prejudiee to the truth that he was not a believer, but 
this adds more weight to his testimony, that while he was an 
unbeliever, and nnwiHing this should be true, he has not de* 
med it to be so» 

AboutA.D.Wi. Hieronym.de Vir^xUuHr.inJosepho. 

Josephus, in the eighteenth book of Antiquities, most ex-^ 
pressly acknowledges, that Christ was slain by the Pharisees 
•n aecotmt of the greatness of his miracles; and that John 
the Baptist was truly a prophet; and that Jerusalem was de- 
tedished on amount of the slauf^iter of James the i^ostlm 
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J^ow he ^rete-eoinq^nang Aiir Lord after ibm maan^r: «A 
t^ flame time (here was . Je^us, a wise maa, if yet it be law* 
M to call ium a maii» 6>r ^e was a doer ^ jvondeffiil werkti 
a teacher of those who wiUingljr receive the truth* He had 
loasy foQowei^ Wth of the Jews and of the Gentiles ; he 
was belieFj^d to be Christ. And when by the envy of our 
prtneipai meq»3?iiiate had tmy^nmed hhn to the cross, this 
Dotwitl|sts»idHls» ^se who had loved him at irst persevered, 
foishe appeared to -^mjdive on.B»e tiiird day, as the ora- 
/pies of ^e prophej^ had £N^told many of these, and other . 
wonderful things 4\oncernin|f him : and the sect of Christiams 
^iM^me4 ^omhlili^iure joet es^tinci at this day, 

J&&atJi. D. 410/ Isiiofus^ PetusiotaSf the scholar of Chry- 
sostomflib. yi. epist 2^. 

There was one Josepbus, a Jew of the greatest r^utation, 
end one that was ^akxus pi the law ; one also that paraphrase 
^ the Old Testament with truth, and dieted valiantly for 
^e Jew^ and had shewed that their settleme^ was nobler 
than can ;he d^^crihed by wojrds. .Kow sinee he made theit 
Interest give place to trujth, £or he wmild not support the 
-apmi^B of impious men, I think it necessary to set down his 
word?. Whft^en does he say ? Now there waaabout that 
time Jesus, a w(l^ m^,*if it be Jawful to call him a man, 
for he was a ^r qI wonderful works, a tea<^er of such 
xnen as receive the tci^ with pleasure. He drew over to 
him both manyjOif the. Jews, and many of the Gentiles: he 
was the ..Christ And when Filate, at the suggestion of the 
principal men among us, had condemned him to the cross, 
thfse th^t lovj^d him at lirst did not forsdce him, for he ep- 
l^ared to them the third day aUve a^in, as the divine pro- 
phets had said ti^se^aud.a va^ number of other wonderful 
^things co^cen^mg him t and the tribe of Christians, so yarned 
iS'om himi sire not eactinct atv this day. Now I cannot but 
av^nder greatly at this man's love M truth in many respects, 
but chiefly where be says, ^ Jesus wa&a teacher of men,^ 
wlttch received the truth with pleasure." 

About A. D. 440. Sozomen, Hist. Eccles, lib. i. c<^p. 1. 

Now Josephus, the son of Aiattathias, a priest, a man of vmy 
great note both among the Jews and the Romans, may wefl 
be a witness^/ credit as to the truth of Christ's history ; for 
he scruples to call him a man, as being a doer of wonderful 
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workfly and a teacher of the words of truth ; he Barnes him 
Ckriat openly ; and is not ignorant that he was condemned 
to thei cross, and appeared on the third day aliTe, and that 
ten thousand other wonderful things were foretold of him by 
tiie divine propliets* He testi&es also, that those whom he 
drew over to him, being many of the Gentiles, as well as of 
the Jews, continued to love him; ai^d tiiatthe tribe named 
from him was not then extinct. Now he s^ms to me, by thi& 
his relation, almost to proclaim J^iat: Christ is God. How« 
ever, he appears to have been^o affected with the strangeness 
of the thing, as to run as it were in a sort of a middle way, 
so as not to put any indignity upon believers in him, but 
rather to afford his suffrage to them. 

About .^.D. 510. Cassiodorus Hist Tripcrtit t Sozomtno, 

Now Josephus, the son of Mattathias, and a priest, a man 
of great nobility among the Jews, and of a great dignity 
among the Romans, shall be a truth of Christ's history : for 
he dares not call him a man, as a doer of famous works and a 
teacher of true doctrines ; he names him Christ openly ; and 
is not ignorant that he was condemned to the cross, and ap* 
peared on the third day alive, and that an infinite number of 
other wonderful things were foretold of him by the holy pro- 
phets. Moreover^ he testifies also that there were then sjive 
many whom he. had chosen, both Greeks and Jews, and that 
they continued to love him ; and that the sect which was 
named from him was by no means extinct at that time. 

Mout A. D. 640. Chron. Alex, p, 514. 

Now Josephus also relates, in the eighteenth book of Anti- 
quities, how John the Baptist, that holy man, was beheaded 
on account of Herodias, the wife of Philip, the brother of He- 
rod himself; for Herod had divorced his former wife, who 
was still alive, and had been his lawful wife : she was the 
daughter of Aretas, king of Petreans. • When therefore He- 
rod had. taken Herodias away from her husband, while he was 
yet alive, [on whose account he slew John also,] Aretas made 
war against Herod, because his daughter had been disho- 
nourably treated : in which war he says, that all Herod's ar- 
my was destroyed, and^ that he suffered that calamity be- 
cause of the wickedness he had been guilty of against John. 
The same Josephus relates, that Herod lost his kingdom on 
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account of Herodias, and that with her he w^ banished to 
Lyons, &c. 

P. 626, 527. Now that our Saviour taught his preaching 
three years, is demonstrated both by other necessary reason- 
ings, as also out of the holy gospels, and out of Josephus'a 
. writings, who was a wise man among the Hebrews, fcc. 
; P. 585, 586. Josephus relates, in the fifth book of the 
[Jewish] war, that Jerusalem was taken in the third [second] 
year of Vespasian, as after forty years siiice they had dared 
to put Jesus to death : in which time he says, that James, 
the brother of our Lord^ and bishop of Jerusalem, was thrown 
down [from the temple,] and slain of them, by stoning. 

Mout A, D, 740. Anastcmas Abbas contr. Jud, 

Now Josephus, an author and writer of our own, says ©f 
Christ, that he was a just and good man, showed and declar- 
ed so to be by divine grace, who gave aid to many by signs 
and miracles. 

About A, D, 790. Georgius SynceUus Ckron. p. 339. 

These miseries befell the Jews by way of revenge for James 
the Just, who was the brother of Jesus that was called Christ, 
on the account that they had slain him, who was a most righte- 
ous person. Now as Ananus, a person of that character, 
thought he had a proper opportunity^ because Festus was 
dead, and Albinus was but upon the road, so he assembles 
the sanhedrim of judges, and brings before them James, the 
brother of Jesus, who was called Christy and some of his 
companions ; and when he had formed an accusation against 
them as breakers of the law, he delivered them to be stoned ; 
but 33 for those that seemed the most equitable of the citi- 
zen^, and those that were the most uneasy at the breach of 
the laws, they disliked what was done. They also sent to 
the king [Agrippa,] desiring him to sendto Ananus that he 
should act so no more, for that what he had already done 
could not be justified, &c. 

Abavi^, D, 850. Johan» MaUlqla Chron, lib, x. 

From that time began the destruction of the Jews, as Jo- 
sephus, the philosopher of the Hebrews, hath written; who 
also said this, that from the time the Jews crucified Christy 
who was a good and righteous man, (that is, if it be fit to call 
such an one a man, and not a God,) the land of Judea was 
Vol. L a 
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never free from trouble. These things the same Josephus 
the Jew has related in his writings. 

Mout A. D. 860. Photius Cod. lib. xlviii. 

I have read the treatise of Josephus about the^ universe ^ 
"whose title I have else where read to be, 0/tke substance of 
%hA universe. It is contained in two very small treatises. He 
treats of the origin of the world in a brief manner. However, 
he speaks of the divinity of Christ, who is our true God, in a 
way very like to what we use, declaring that the same name 
of Christ belongs to him, and writes #f his ineffable genera- 
tion of the Father after such a manner as cannot be blamed ; 
wfcich thing may perhaps raise a doubt in some, whether Jo- 
-sephus were the author of the work, though the phraseology 
does not at all diflfer from this man*s other works. However, 
I have found in some papers, that this discourse was not writ- 
ten by Josephus, but by one Caius a presbyter. 

Cod. ccxxxviii. Herod the tetrarch of Galilee and of Perea, 
the son of Herod the Great, fell in love, as Josephus says, with 
the wife of his brother Herod, whose name was Herodias, who 
was the grand daughter of Herod the Great, by his son Aris- 
tobulus, whom he had slain. Agrippa was also her brother. 
Now Herod took her away from her husband, and married 
her. This is he that slew John the Baptist, that great man, the 
forerunner [of Christ,] being afraid (as Josephus says) lest he 
«hould raise a sedition among his people ; for they all follow- 
ed the directions of John, on account of the excellency of his 
virtue. In his time was the passion of our Saviour. 

Cod. xxxiii. I have read the Chronicle of Justus of Tibe- 
rias. He omits the greatest part of what was most necessa- 
ry to be related ; but, as infected with Jewish prejudices, be- 
ing also himself a Jew by birth, he makes no mention at all of 
the advent, or of the acts done, or of the miracles wrought by 
Christ. 

The time uncertain. Macarius in Actis Sanctorum, torn. v. 
p. 1'4«9. ap. Fabric. Joseph, p. 61. 

' Josephus, a priest of Jerusalem, and one that wrote with 
truth the history of the Jewish affairs, bears witness, that 
Christ, the true God, was incarnate, and crucified, and th© 
third day rose again ; whose writings are reposited in the pub- 
lic library. Thus he says : now there was about this time Je- 
8ti8, a wiee man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was 
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a doer of wonderful Ivovks, a teacher of such men as receive 
the truth with pleasure ; he drew over to him both many of 
the Jews, and many of the Gentiles also : this was the Christ. 
And when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men 
among us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved 
him at first did not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive 
again the third day, as the divine prophets had foretold these 
and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him. 
And still the tribe of Christains, so named from him, are not 
i^xtinct at this day. Since, therefore, the writer of the Hebrews 
has engraven his testimony concerning our Lord and Saviour 
in his own books, what defence can there remain for unbe*- 
lievers? 

Mout A, D, 980^ Suidas invoct Jesous. 

We have found Josephus, who hath written about the ta- 
king of Jerusalem (of whom Eusebius Pamphili makes fre* 
quent mention in his ecclesiastical history,) saying openly in 
his memoirs of the captivity, that Jesus officiated in the tem- 
ple with the priests. This wc have found Josephus saying, a: 
man of ancient times, and not very long after the apostles, &rc;. 

About A. D. 1060. Cedrenus Compend, Histor. jp. 196. 

Josephus does indeed write concerning John the Baptist 
as follows : some of the Jews thought that the destruction of 
Herod'^ army came from God, and that he was punished very 
ju'^tly for what punishment he inflicted on John, that was Call- 
ed the Baptht, for Herod slew him, who was a good maq, 
and commanded the Jews to exercise virtue, both by righte- 
©usness towards one another, and piety towards God, and 
BO to come to baptism. But as concerning Christ, the same 
Josephus says, that about that time there was Jesus, a wise 
man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of 
wonderful works, and a teacher of such men as receive the 
truth with pleasure, for that Christ drew over many even fi'om 
the Gentiles ; whom when Pilate had crucified, those who at 
first had loved him did not leave off to preach concerning 
him, for he appeared to them the third day alive again, as the 
divine prophets had testified, and spoken these and other 
wonderful things concerning him. 

About A. i), 1080. Theophylact, in Joan. lib. xiii. 

Tile city of the Jews was taken, and the wrath of God 
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was kindled against them ; as also Josephus witnesses, that 
this came upon them on account of the death of Jesus. 

MoutA. D, 1120. Zonarus Anndl. torn. \, p, 267. 

"• Josephus, in the eighteenth book of Antiquities, writes thus 
concerning our Lord and God Jesus Christ : now there was 
about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him 
a man, for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher qf 
-such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over 
to him many of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles : he wag 
the Christ. And when Pilate, at the suggestion of the prin- 
fiipal m*en among us, had condemned him to the cross, those 
that had loved him at first did not forsake him, for he ap- 
peared to them the third day alrve again, as the divine pro- 
phets had said thede, and ten thousand other wonderful things 
concerning him ; and the tribe of Christians, so named from 
him, are not extinct at this day. 

About A, D. 1120. Glycas Annal. p. 234; 

Then did Philo, that wise man, and Josephus flourish. 
This last was styled. The lover of truth, because he commend- 
ed John, who baptized our Lord ; and because he bore wit- 
ness that Christ, in like manner, was a wise man, and the 
doer of great miracles ; and that when he was crucified be 
appeared the third day. 

Ahovit A, D, 1240. Godfridus Vtterhlensis Chron, p, S66. 
e Vers.RuJini, 

Josephus relates, that a very great war arose between Are* 
tas, king of the Arabians, and Herod, on account of the sin 
which Herod had committed against John. Moreover, the 
same Josephus writes thus, concerning Christ : There was, 
at this time, Jesus a wise man, if at least it be lawful to call 
him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher 
•f such men as willingly hear truth. He also drew over to 
him many of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles : he was 
Christ. And when Pilate, at the accusation of the principal 
men of our nation, had deereed that he should be crucified ; 
those that had loved him from the beginning, did not forsake 
him, for he appeared to them the third day alive again, ac- 
cording to what the divinely inspired prophets had foretold, 
that these and innumerable other miracles should come to 
pass fibout him. Moreover, both the name and sect of chris- 
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tmn$, who were named from him, continue in being unto 
this day. 

About A. D. 1360. J^icephoraa Callistus Hist Ecclea. lib, u 
p. 90, 91. 

Now thist [concerning Herod the tetrarch] is attested to, 
not only by the book of the holy gospels, but by Josephus, 
that lover of truth ; who also makes mention of Herodias^ 
his brother's wife, whom Herod had taken away from Iiim, 
while he was alive, and married her, having divorced his for- 
mer lawful wife, who was ,the daughter of Aretas, king of 
the Petrean Arabians. This Herodias he had married, and 
lived with her : on which account also, when he had slain 
Johnj he made war with Aretas, because his daughter had 
been dishonourably used ; in which war he relates, that all 
Herod's army was destroyed, and that he suffered this on ac- 
count Df the most unjust slaughter of John. He also adds,, 
that John was a most righteous man. Moreover he makes 
mention of his baptism, agreeing in all points thereto relating 
with ^he gospel. He also informs us, that Herod lost his 
kingdom on account of Herodias, with whom also he was 
condemned to be banished to Vienna, which was their placet 
of exile, a city bordering upon Gaul, and lying near the utr 
most bounds of the west. 

About A, D. 1450. Hardmanus Schedelius Chron, p. 110- 

Josephus, the Jew, who was called Flavius, a priest, and 
* the son of Mattathias, a priest of that nation, a most celebra- 
ted historian, and very skilful in many things ; he was cer- 
tainly a good man, and of an excellent character, who had 
the highest opinion of Christ. 

About A.D. 1480. Platina de ViiiS Pontificumin Christo, 

I shall avoid mentioning what Christ did until the thirtieth 
year of his age, when he was baptized by John, the son of 
Zacharias, because not only the gospels and epistles are full 
of those acts of his, which he did in the most excellent and 
most holy manner^ but the books of such as are quite remote 
from his way of living and actingj and ordaining, are also full 
of the same. Flavins Josephus himself, who wrote twenty 
books of' the Jewish Antiquities in the Greek tongue,. when 
he ha'd proceeded as far as the government of the emperor 
of Tiberius, says, There was in those days Jesus, a cert^jn' 

B2 
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wise man, if at least it be lawful to eall him a man, for he 
was a doer of wonderful works, and a teacher of men, of 
such especially as willingly hear the truth. On this account, 
he drew over to him many, both of the Jews and Gentiles ; 
he was Christ. But when Pilate, instigated by the principal 
men of our nation, had decreed that he should be crucified, 
yet did not those that had loved him from the beginning for-* 
sake him : and, besides^ he appeared to them the third day 
after his death, alive, as the divinely inspired prophets had 
foretold, that these and innumerable other miracles should 
come to pass about him. And the famous name of ChriS' 
tians, taken from him, as well as their sect, do still continue 
in being. 

The same Josephus also affirms, that John the Baptist, a 
true prophet, and on that account one that was had in esteem 
hy all men, was slain by Herod, the son of Herod the Great, 
a little before the death of Christ, in the castle Machaerus ; 
not because he was afraid for himself and his kingdom, as the 
same author says, but because he had incestuously married 
Herodias, the sister of Agrippa, and the wife of tliat excel* 
lent person his brother Philip. 

\^bout A,D. 1480. Trithemius Ahhas de Scriptor. Eccles) . 

Josephus, the Jew, although he continued to be a Jew, did 
frequently commend the christians ; and, in the eighteenth 
book of Antiquities, wrote down an eminent testimony con- 
cerning our Lord Jesus Christ. 



- nxx - 



OBSERVATIONS 

FROM THE FOREGOING EVIDENCE AND OITAflONS. 

I. THE si%fU of all these original testimonies belonging to 
Josephus, is exaetly the style of the same Josephus, and es- 
pecially the style about those parts of his Antiquities where- 
in we find these teetimoniejs. This is denied by nobody, as 
to the other concerning John the Baptist, and James the 
JuA, and now is become equally undeniable as to th^t con- 
cerning Christ. 

U. These testimonies, therefore, being confessedly and 
HndeniaUy written by Josephos himself, it is next to impos- 
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sible that he should wholly omit some testimonj concerning 
Jesus Christ ; nay, while his testimonies of John the Baptist, 
and of James the Just, are so honourable, and give them so 
great characters, it is also impossible that his testimony con- 
cerning Christ should be other than very honourable, or such 
as afforded him a still greater character also. Could the very 
same author, who gave such a full and advantageous charac^ 
ter of John the Baptist, the forerunner to Jesus of Nazareth,, 
all whose disciples were by him directed to Jesus of Nazareth, 
as to the true Messias, and all whom became afterwards the 
disciples of Jesus of Nazareth, say nofEing honourable of 
that Jesus of Nazareth himself ; and this in an history of 
those very times in which he was born, and lived and died, 
and that while the writer lived but a little after him in the 
same country in which he was born, and lived and died ? 
This is almost incredible. And further, could the very same 
author who gave such an advantageous character of James 
the Just, and this under the very appellation of James ike 
hroiher of Jesus, toko was called Christy which James was one 
of the principal disciples or apostlesof this Jesus Christ, and 
had been many years the only Christian bishop of the believ- 
ing Jews of Judea and Jerusalem, in the very days, and in 
the very country of this writer ; could he, I say, wholly omit 
any, nay, a very honourable account of Jesus Christ himself, 
whose disciple and bishop this James most certainly was ? 
This is almost incredible. Hear what Ittigius, one of the 
wisest and learnedest of all those who have lately inclined 
to give up the testimony concerning Christ, as it stands in 
our copies for spurious, says upon this occasion : " If any one 
object to me, that Josephus hath not omitted John the Bap- 
tist, the forerunner of Christ, jior James, the disciple of 
Christ, and that therefore he could not have done the part of 
tt good historian if he had been entirely silent concerning 
Christ, I shall freely grant that Josephus was not entirely si- 
lent concerning Christ ; nay, I shall further grant, that when 
Josephus was speaking of Christ, he did not abstain from hiB 
commendation ; for we are not to determine from that inve- 
terate hatred which the modern Jews bear to Christ, what 
was the behaviour of those Jews, upon whom the miracles 
that were daily wrought by the apostles in the name of 
Christ imprinted a sacred horror." 

III. The famous clause in this testimony of Josephus con- 
cerning Christ, This wa$ Christ, or the Christy did not mean 
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diat this Jesus was the Christ of God or the true Messias of 
the Jews, but that this Jesus was distinguished from all others 
•f that name, of which there were not a few, as mentioned 
fcy Josephus himself, by the addition of the other name of 
Christ ; or that this person was no other than he whom all the 
world knew by the name of Jesus Christy and his followers 
by th^ name of Christians, This I esteem to be a clear case, 
find that from the arguments following: 

(l.)The Greeks and Romans, for whose use Josephus 
wrote his Antiquities, could no otherwise understand these 
words. The Jews indeed, and afterwards the Christians, wh© 
kpew that a great Messias, a person that was to be Christ;, 
the ^nointed*o f God, that was to perform the oflfice of a.Atng*, 
a Pries^ and a Prophet ^ to ixod's people, might readily ■so un- 
derstand this expression ; but Josephus, as I have already no- 
te4, wr^te here, not to Jews or Christians, but to Greeks and 
Roman^, who knew nothing of this, but knew very well that 
an emii^ent person living in Judea, whose name was Jesus 
Chrest, pr Jesus Christ, had founded a new and a numerous 
sect, whjch took the latter of those names,^and were every 
wl^ere ^rom him called Chrestians, or Christians ; in which 
sense alqne could they understand these words of Josephus^ 
and in which sense I believe he desired they should under- 
stand thQm : nor does Josephus ever use the Hebrew term 
Messiah, in any of his writings, nor the Greek term Christ 
in any such acceptation elsewhere., 

(2.) Josephus himself as good as explains his own mean- 
ing, and that by the last clause of this very passage, where 
he says the christians were named from this Christ, without 
a syllable, as though he really meant he was the true Messiah, 
•r Christ of God. He farther seems to me to explain this 
kis meaning in that other place, where alone he elsewhere 
mentions this name of Christ, that is, when upon occasion of 
<the mentipn of James, when he was condemned by Ananus, 
he calls hjm the brother of Jesus, not that was the true MeS' 
siah, or tlie true Christ, but only that was called Christ. 

(s)\ It was quite beside the purpose of Josephus to declare 
himself here to be a christian, or a believer in Jesus as the 
true Messiah. Had he intended so to do, he would surely 
have explained the meaning of the word Christ to his Greek 
and Rom^n readers: he would surely have been a great deal 
fuller and larger in his accounts of Christ, and of the christian 
religioo: nor weuld such a declaration at that time have re- 
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commended him, or his nation, or his writings, to either the 
Oreeka or the Romans ; of his reputation with both which^ 
people he is known- ^^|ft|ve heen^ in the writing of these anti** 
quities, very greatly soIiiStous. 

(4.) Josephus's usuaLway of writing is historical and de- 
clarative, of facts, and of the opinions, unless we prudently 
gather it from what he says historically, or as the opinions of 
others. This is very observable in the writings of Josephu», 
and in particular as to what he says of John the Baptist, an^ 
of James the Just ; so that this interpretation is most proba- 
ble, as most agreeable to Josephus's way of writing parallel 
cases. 

(5.) This seems to be the universal sense of all the an- 
cients, without exception, who cite this testinoiony from him ; 
and though they almost every where own this to be the true 
reading, yet do they everywhere suppose Josephusto bestiU 
an unbelieving Jew, and not a believing christian: nay, Jerom 
appears so well assured of this interpretation, and that Jose- 
phus did not mean to declare any more by these words than 
a common ^opinion, that, according to his usual way of inter- 
preting authors, not to the woi*ds, but to the sense, (of which 
we have, I think, two more instances in his accounts out of 
Josephus, now before us,) he renders this clause credehatur 
esse Christus, i. e. he was believed to be Christ. Nor is the pa* 
rallel expression of Pilate to be otherwise understood, when 
he m^de thatmscription uponthe cross, This is Jesus the king 
of the Jews ;* which is well explained by himself elsewhere, 
and corresponds to the import of the present clause, PFhat 
shall I do mth Jesus who is called Christ^ And we may full 
as well prove from Pilate's inscription uponthe cross, that he 
thereby declared himself a heUever in Christy for the real king 
of the Jews, as we can from these words of Josephus, that he 
hereby declared himself to be a real believer in him, as the 
true Messiah. 

IV. Though Josephus did not design here to declare him- 
9elf openly to be a christian, yet could he not possibly believe 
all that he here asserts concerning Jesus Christ, unlets he 
were so far a christian as the Jewish Nazarenes or Ebionites 
then were, who believed Jesus. of Nazareth to be the true 
Messiah, without believing he was more than a man; who 
also believed the necessity of the observation of the cere? 

» Matth. xxii. 51, 1 Ibid, xxvii. 17. 22. 
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monial law of Moses in order to salvation for all matikmd; 
which were the two main articles of those Jewish christian* 
iaith, though in opposition to all tl yflSi j iif n apostles of Je- 
sus Christ in the first century, and m oppiiiition to the whole 
catholic church of Christ in thfe following t^enturies also. Ac- 
cordingly, I have elsewhere proved, that Jostjphus was no 
other, in his own conscience, than a Nazarene or Ebionite 
Jewish christian ; and have observed that this entire testimo- 
ny, and all that Josephus says of John the Baptist, and of 
James, as well as his absolute silence about all the rest of the 
apostles and their companions, exactly agrees to him under 
that character and no other. And indeed to me it is most 
astonishing, that all our learned men, who have of late con- 
sidered these testimonies of Josephus, except the converted 
Jew Galatinus, should miss such an obvious and natural ob- 
servation. We all kno^ this from St James's* own words,*' 
that so many ten thousands of Jews as believed in Christ, in 
the first century, were all zealous of the oeremonial Imv, or 
were no other than Nazarene or Ebionite christians ; and, by 
consequence, if there were any reason to think our Josephus 
to be, in any sense, a believer or a christian, as from all these 
testimonies there were very great ones, all those, and many 
other reasons,* could not but conspire to assure us he was no 
other than a Nazarene or Ebionite christian : and this I take 
to be the plain and evident key of this whole matter. 

V. Since, therefore, Josephus appears to have been in his 
•wn heart and conscience no other than a Nazarene or Ebi- 
onite christian, and, by consequence, with them rejected all 
•ur Greek gospels and Greek books of the New TesUttnent, 
and received only the Hebrew gospel of the Nazarenes 
or Ebionites, styled by them. The gospel according to the He- 
Irews ; or, according to the twelve apostles ; or even, according 
to Matthew, we ought always to have that Nazarene or Ebio- 
^iiite gospel, with the other Nazarene or Ebionite fragments 
in view, when we consider any passages of Josephus relating 
to Christ, or to Christianity. Thus, since that gospel omitted 
all that is in the beginning of Our St. Matthew's and St. Luke's 
gospels, and began with the ministry of John the Baptist ; in 
which first parts of the gospel-history are the accotmts of the 
slaughter of the infants, and of the inrolment or taxation un- 
der Augustus Cesar and Herod, it is no great wonder that 

*Aet»xxi. ^.• 
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Jesephus has not taken care particularly and clearly to pre- 
serve those histories to us. Thus, when we find that Jose-- 
phus calls James, the brother of Christ, by the name of James 
the Just^ and describes him as a most just or righteous pian, 
in an especial manner, we are to remember that such is his 
name and character in the gospel according to the Hebrews, 
and the other Ebionite remains of Hegesippus, but no where 
else, that I remember, in the earliest antiquity : nor are we to 
suppose they herein referred to any other than that rightetnts^ 
ness which was by the Jewish law, wherein St. Paul,* before 
he embraced Christianity, professed himself to have been 
hlamdess. Thus, when Jo^phus, with other Jews, ascribed 
the miseries of that nation under Vespasian and Titus, with 
the destruction of Jerusalem, to the barbarous murder of 
James the Just, we must remember wi^at we learn from the 
EjSonite fragments of Hegesippus, that these Ebionites in- 
terpreted a prophecy of Isaiah as fortelling this very murder, 
and those consequent miseries : Let us take away the just one, 
Jor he is unprofitable to us ; therefore shall they eat the fruit,of 
their own ways,\ Thus, when Josephus says, as we have seen, 
that the most equitable citizens of Jerusalem, and those that 
were most zealous of the law, were very uneasjr at the con- 
demnation of tiiis James, and some of his friends or fellow- 
ehristians, by the high-priest and sanhedrim about A. D. 62. 
and declares, th^t he himself was one of those Jews who 
thought the terrible miseries T)f that nation effects of the ven- 
geance of God for their murder of this James, about ^. D. 
68. we may easily see those opinions could only be the opi- 
aions of converted Jews or Ebionites. The high-priest and 
sanhedrim, who always prosecuted the christians, and now 
condemned these christians, and the body of those unbeliev- 
ing Jews, who are supposed to suffer for. murdering this 
James, the head of the Nazarene or Ebionite christians in Ju- 
dea, could not, to be sure, be of that opinion : nor could Jo- 
ficphns himself be of the same opinion, as he declares he was, 
without the strongest inclination to the christian religion, br 
without b^ing secretly a christian Jew, i. «. a Nazarene or 
Ebionite ; which thing is, by the way, a very great additional 
argument that such he was, and no other. Thus, lastly, when 
Josephus is cited in Suidas as affirming that Jesus officiated 
with the priests in the temple, this account is by no mean? 

♦ Philip lit. 4*-6.— — t Isaiak iii. 10. 
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disagreeable to the pretensions of the Ebionites. Hegcfeippue 
affirms the very same of James the Just also. 

VI. The first citation of the famous testimony concerning 
•ur saviour from Tactius, almost all that was true of the Jews 
is directly taken by him out of Josephus, as will be demon- 
strated under the third dissertation hereafter. 

VII. The second author I have alleged for it is Justin 
]>tartyr, one so nearly coeval with Josephus, that he might be 
born about the time when he wrote his antiquities, appeals 
to the antiquities by that very name ; and though he does not 
here directly quote them, yet does he seem to me to allude 
to this very testimony in them concerning our saviour, when 
he affifms in this place to Trypho the Jew, That his nation 
erigxnally knew that Jesus was risen from tlh dead, and as- 
cended into heaven y astfe prophecies did foretell was to happen. 
Since there neither now is, nor probably in the days of Justin 
was any other Jewish testimony extant, which is so agreeable 
to what Justin here affirriis of those Jews, as is this of Jose- 
phus the Jew before us ; nor indeed does he seem to me to 
have had any thing else particularly in his view here, but thisf 
very testimony, where Josephus says, that Jesus appeared to 
his followers alive the third day after his crucifixion^ as the di- 
vine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonder^ 
ful things concerning him, 

VIII. The third author I have quoted for Josephus's testi- 
mony of John the Baptist, of Jesus of Nazareth, and of James 
the Just, is Origen, who is indeed allowed on all hands to hare 
quoted him for the excellent characters of John the Baptist, 
and of James the Just, but whose supposed entire silence 
about this testimony concerning Christ il usually alleged as 
the principal argument against its being genuine, and particu- 
larly as to the clause, ^This was the Christ, and that, as we 
have^ seen, because he twice assures us, that, in his opinion, 
Josephus did not himself acknowledge Jesus for Christ Now 
as to this latter clause, I have already showed, that Joseplhis 
did not here, in writing to Oreeks and Romans, mean any 
such thing by those words as Jews and christians 'naturally 
understand by them ; I have also observed, that all the an- 
cients allow still, with Origen, that Josephus did not, in the 
Jewish and christian sense, acknowledge Jesus for the true 
Messiah, or the true Christ of God, notwithstanding their ex- 
press quotation of that clause in Josephus as genuine ; sa 
that unlesB we suppose Origen to have had a different notioii 
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ef these words from all the other ancients, we Cannot con- 
clude from this assertion of Origen's, that he had not those 
words in his copy, not to say that it is, after all, much more* 
likely that his copy a little differed from the other copies in 
thb clause, or indeed omitted it entirely, than that he, on ita! 
account, must be supposed not to have had the rest of this; 
testimony therein, though indeed I see no necessity of makings 
any such supposal at all. However, it seerns to me, that 
Origen affords us four several indicationsHhat the main parts 
at least of this testimony itself were in his copy. 

(1.) When Origen introduces Josephus's testimony con- 
cerning^ James the Just, that he thought the miseries of the 
Jews were an instance of divine vengeance on that nation for 
putting James to death instead of Jesus, he uses^n expression 
no way necessary to this purpose, nor occasioned by any 
words of Josephus there, that they had slain thai Christ which 
tDcts foretold in the prophecies. Whence could this expression 
come here into Origen's mind, when he was quoting a testi- 
mony of Josephus's concej-ning the brother of Christ, but from 
his remembrance of a clause in the testimony of the savne 
Josephus concerning Christ himself, that the prophets had fore- 
told his death and resurrection, and ten thousand other wonder- 
Jul things concerning him ? 

(2.) How came Origen to be so surprised at Josephus's as- 
cribing the destruction of Jerusalem to the Jews murdering 
of James the Just, and not to their murdering of Jesus, as 
we have seen he was, if he had not known that Josephus had 
spoken of Jesus and his death before, and that he had a very 
good opinion of Jesus, which yet he could learn no way so 
authentically as from this testimony? Nor do the words he 
here uses, that Josephus was not remote from the truth, per- 
haps allude to any tiling else but to this very testimony be- 
fore us. 

(3.) How came the same Origen, upon another slight occa- 
sion, when he liad just set down that testimony of Josephus 
concerning James the Just, the brother of Jesus who was call- 
ed Christ, to say, that it may be questioned whether the Jews 
thought Jesus to be a m^n, or whether they did n^t suppose him 
to be a being of a diviner kind ? This looks so very like to 
the fifth and sixth clauses of this testimony in Josephus, that 
Jesus was a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man, that it 
is highly probable Origen thereby alluded to them : and this 
is the more to be depended on, because all the unbelieving 
Vol. I. c 
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Jews, and all the rest of the Nazarene Je ws, esteemed Jesus, 
with one consent, as a mere many the son of Joseph and Mary ; 
fiind it is not, I think, possible to produce any one Jew but 
Josephus, who in a sort of compliance with the Romans and 
the catholic christians, who tiiought him a God^ would say any 
thing like his being a God. 

(4.) How came Origen to affirm twice, so expressly, that 
JoBtphua did not himsdf own, in the Jewish and christian 
sense, that Jesus vhis ChriH^ notwithstanding his quotations 
of such eminent testimonies out of him for John the Baptist 
his forerunner, and for James the Just his brother, and one 
of his principal disciples ? There is no passage in all Jose- 
phus so likely to persuade Origen of this as is the famous 
testimony before us, wherefn, as he and all other ancients un- 
derstood it, he was generally called Christ indeed, but not 
any otherwise than as the common name whence the sect of 
christians was derived, and where he along speaks of those 
chrbtians as a sect then in being, whose author was a won- 
derful person, and his followers great lovers of him and of 
the truth, yet as such a sect cw he had not joined himself to : 
which expo3ition, as it is a very natural one, so was it, I doubt, 
but too true of our Josephus at that time ; nor can I devise 
any other reason but this, and the parallel language of Jose- 
phus elsewhere, when he speaks of James as the brother, not 
of Jesus who was Christy hut of Jesus who was called Christ j 
that could so naturally induce ^Origen and others to be of 
that opinion. 

IX. There are two remarkable passages in Suidas and Theo- 
phylact, already set down, as citing Josephus ; the former 
that Jesus officiated with the priests in the temple^ and the latter 
that the destruction of Jerusalem, and miseries of the Jews, 
were owing to their putting Jesus to jieath, which are in none 
of our present copies, nor cited thence by any ancienter au- 
thors, nor indeed do they seem altogether consistent with 
other more authentic testimonies : however, since Suidas 
cites his passage from a treatise of Josephus's, called Me- 
moirs of the Jews^ captivity, a book never heard of elsewhere, 
and since both citations are not at all disagreeable to Jose- 
phus's character as a Nazarene or Ebionite, I dare not posi- 
tively conclude they are spurious, but must leave them in 
suspense, for the farther consideration of the learned. 

X. As to that great critic Photius, in the ninth century, 
who is supposed not to have had this testimony in his copy 
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•r Josephus, or else to have esteemed it spurious, because in 
his extracts out of Josephus's Antiquities it is not expressly 
mentioned. This is a strange thing indeed 1 that a section 
which had been cited out of Josephus's cppie* all along be- 
fore the days of Photius, as well as it has been all aloAg cited 
out of them since his days, should be supposed not to be in 
his copy, because he does not directly mention it in certain 
short and imperfect extracts, no way particularly relating, to 
such matters. Those who lay a stress on this silence of 
Photius seem little to have attended to the nature and brevi- 
ty of those extracts. They contain little or nothing, as he in 
effect professes at their entrance, but what concerns Antipa- 
tcr, Herod the great, and his brethren, and family, with their 
exploits, till the days of Agrippa, /wn, and Cumanes, the go- 
vernor of Judea, fifteen years after the death of our Saviour, 
without one word of Pilate, or what hapgesed usd^f his go- 
vernment, which yet was the only proper place in which this 
testimony could come to be mentioned. However, since Pho- 
tius seems, therefore, as we have seen, to suspect the treatise 
ascribed by some to Joseph us of the universe, because it 
speaks very high things of the eternal gen«ratian and dlvlnUy 
of Christ, this looks very like his knowledge and belief of 
somewhat really in the same Josephus, which spake in a low- 
er manner of him, which could be hardly any other passage 
than this testimony before us. And since, as we have seen, 
when he speaks of the Jewish history of Justus of Tiberias, 
as infected with the prejudices of the Jews, in taking no man- 
ner of notice of the advent, of the acts, and of the miracles of 
Jesus Christ, while yet he never speaks so of Josephus him- 
self, this most naturally implies also, that there was not the 
like occasion here as there, but that Josephus had not wholly 
omitted that advent, those acts, or miracles, which yet he has 
done every where else, in the books seen by Photius, as well 
as Justus of Tiberias, but in this famous testimony before us, 
so that it is most probable Photius not only had this testimo- 
ny in his copy, but believed it to be genuine also. 

XI. As to the silence of Clement of Alexandria, w^ho cites 
the Antiquities of Josephus, but never cites any of the testi- 
monies now before us, it is no strange thing at all, since he 
never cites Josephus but once, and that for a point of chro- 
nology only, to determine how many years had passed from 
the days of Moses to the days of Josephus, so that his silence 
may almost as well be alleged against an hundred other re* 
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markable passages in Josephus's works as against these be- 
-fore us. 

, XII. Nor does the like silence of Tertullian imply that 
these testimonies, or any of them, were not in the copies of 
his age. Tertullian never once hints at any treatises of Jose* 
phus's but those against Apion, and that in general only for a 
point of chronology : nor does it any way appear that Ter- 
tullian ever saw any of Josephus's writings besides, and far 
from being certain that he saw even those. He had particu- 
lar occasion in- his dispute against the Jews to (quote Joseph us, 
above any other writer, to prove the completion of the pro- 
f^hecies of the Old Testament in the destruction of Jerusalem, 
and miseries of the Jews at that time, of which he there dis- 
courses, yet does he never once quote him- upon that solemn 
occasion ; so that it seems to me, that Tertullian never read 
cither the Greek Antiquities of Josephus, or his Greek books 
of the Jewish wars ; nor is this at ail strange in TertuHian, 
a Latin writer that lived in Africa, by none of which Afri- 
can writers is there any one clause, that I know of, cited out 
of any 6f Josephus's writings : nor is it worth my while, in 

l!!iciiTnimbGr2-Gf positive citations of these clauses, to men- 
tion the silence of other lateip writersriw te&jllffir^ pf T«ry 
small conseq)ience« 
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Coneeming God's command to Ahrdkam to ojjftr up Uaac kh 
son for a sacrifict. 

Since this command of God to Abraham* has of late been 
^eatly mistaken by some, who venture to reason about very 
ancient facts from very modern notions, and this without a 
4ue regard to either the customs, or opinions, or circum- 
stances of the times whereto those facts belong, or indeed to 
the true reasons of the facts themselves ; since the mistakes 
^out those customs, opinions, circumstances, and reasons, 
have of late so far prevsdled, that the very same action of 
Abraham's, which was so celebrated by St. Paul,t St. James,t 
the author of the Hebrews,^ PhiIo,|l and Josephus,1F in the 
first century, and by innumerable others since, as an uncomr 
mon instance of signal virtue, of heroic faith in God, and 
piety towards him ; nay, is in the sacred ** history highly 
commended by the divine angel of the covenant, in the name 
of God himself, and promised to be plentifully rewarded ; 
idnce this command, I say, is now at last in the eighteenth 
century become a stone of stumhling, and a rock of offence 
among us^ and that sometimes to persons of otherwise good 
sense, and of a religious disposition of mind also, I shall en- 
deavour to set this matter in its true, u e. in its ancient and 
original light, for the satisfaction of the inquisitive^ In order 
whereto we are to consider i 

1. That till this very profane age, it has been, I think, uni- 
versally allowed by all sober persons, who owned themselves 
the creatures of God, that the Creator has a just right over 
all his rational creatures, to protract their lives to what length 
he pleases ; to cut them off when and by what instruments 
he pleases ; to afflict them with what sicknesses he pleases ; 
and to remove them iVom on^ estate or place in this his great 

* Geo xxii ^t Rom. iv. 16—2.5. J James ii. 21, S9.— 

f Hcb. xi. 17—19. II Phil, de Gyant. p. 294. ^ Jos. Anti^ 

B, L ch. xiii. *» Gen. xxii. 15—18. 

I. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



$10 DISSERTATION U. 

palace of the universe to another as he pleases ^ and that aQ 
those rational creatures are bound in duty and interest to ac- 
quiesce under the divine disposal, and to resign theHiselves 
up to the good providence of God in all such his dispensations 
towards them. I do not mean to intimate that God may, or 
ever does act in these cases aftwa mere arbitrary manner, 
or without sufficient reason, believing, according to the whole 
tenor of natural and revealed religion, that he hateih nothing 
ihat he hath made ;* that whatsoever he does, how melancho- 
ly soeVer it may appear at first sight to us, is really intended 
for Ihe good of his creatures, and at the upshot of things^ 
will fully appear ^ to be ; but that still he is not oblig^ 
nor does in general give his creatures an account of the par- 
ticular reasons of such his dispensations towards them im* 
mtediately, but usually tries and e:cercises their faith and pa- 
tience, their resignation and obedience, in their present state 
«f probation^ and reserves those reasons to the last day, the 
day of the revekUion of the righteous judgment of Crod.j 

2. That the entire histories of the past ages, from the days 
of Adam till now, shows, that Almighty God has ever exer^ 
^ised his power over mankind, and that without giving them 
aurimmediate account of the reasons of such, his conduct; 
"and that withall the best and wisest men in all ages, heathens 
as well as Jews and Christians, Marcus Antonius as well as 
the patriarch Abraham and St. Paul, have ever humbly sub- 
mitted themselves to this conduct of the divine providence, 
and always confessed that they were obliged to the undeserv- 
«d goodness and mercy of God for every enjoyment, but could 
not demand any of them of his justice, no, not so much as the 
continuai^e of that life whereto those ei^oyments appertain. 
When God was pleased to sweep the wicked race of men 
away by a flood, the young innocent infants as well as the 
guilty old sinners ; when he was pleased to shditen the lives 
of men after the flood, and still downward till the days of Da- 
vid and Solomon; when he was pleased to destroy impure 
Sodom and Gomorr^Ji by fire and brimstone from heaven, 
and to extirpate the main body of the Amorites out of the 
land of Canaan, as soon as i^r iniquities wereftdlyt and m 
these instances included the young innocent infants, together 
with the^ld hardened sinners ; when God was pleased to send 
an angel, and by him to destroy IBBfiOO Assyrians, (the num- 

» Wifid, xi. £4.— ^t Qom. ii, 5.-— f Gen. xv, 1$. 
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h€T attested to by Beroua the Chaldean, as well as by our 
own Bibles,) ui the days of Uezekiah, most of which seem t^ 
bare na other peculiar guilt upon them than that common to 
soldiers in war, of obeying, without reserve, their king Sen- 
nacherib, his generals and captains ; and when at the plague 
qi Athens, London, or Marseilles, &ic. so many thousand 
righteous men and women, with innocent babes, were swept 
<away on a sudden by a fatal contagion, I do not remember 
that sober men have complained that God dealt unjusUy with 
«ich his creatures, in those to us seemingly severe dispensa- 
tions: nor are we certain when any such seemingly severe 
dispensations are really such, nor do we know but shorten*- 
ing the lives of men may sometimes be the greatest blessing 
to them, and prevent or put a stop to those courses of gross 
■wickedness which might bring them to greater misery in the 
world to come : nor is it indeed fit for such poor, weak, and 
ignorant creatures as we are^ in the present state, to call our 
Almighty, and All- wise, and All-good Creator and Benefac* 
tor, to an account on any such occasion ; since we cannot but ac- 
knowledge, that it is he that hath made im, and not we ourselvta ,** 
^lat we are nothing, and have nothing of ourselves, indepen- 
dent on him, but that all we are,.all we have, and all we hope 
•isr, is derived from him, from his free and undeserved boun- 
^Mjprhich therefore he may justly take from us in what way 
eHrer, and whensoever he pleases ; all wise and good men 
still saying in such cases ^ith the pious Psalmist, xxxix. 9. 
I was dumh^ I opened not my mouik-y because thou didst it ; and 
with paUent Jo&, i. £1. ii. 40. ShaU we receive good ai the 
hand o/:Godj and shaU not we receive evil^ The Lord gave^ 
und the Lord hath taken away^ blessed be the name of tite Lord^ 
'If therefore this shortening, or taking away the lives of. men 
be no objection against any divine command for that purpose, 
it is fuU as strong against the present system of the world, 
against the conduct of divine providence Jn general, and 
against natural religion, which is founded on the justice of 
that providence, and is no way peculiar to revealed religion, 
or to the fact of Abraham now before us : nor in this case 
much Afferent from what was soon after the days of Abra- 
ham thoroughly settled, after Job's and his friends debates, 
by the inspiration of Alihu, and the determination of C^od 
kimselfs where the divine providence was at length thorouglt- 

* Fsaha c. 5. 
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ly cleared and justified before all the world, as it will be, n% 
question, more generally cleared and justified at the final 
judgment^ 

3. That, tut this profane age, it has also, I think, been uni* 
Tersally allowed by all sober men, that a command of God, 
when sufficiently made Icnown to be so, is abundant authori- 
ty for the taking away the life of any person whomsoever. I 
lioubt both ancient and modern princes, generals of armies, 
and judges, even those of the best reputation also, have ven* 
^red to take many men's lives away upon much less authori* 
ty : nor indeed do the most skeptical of the modems care to 
deny this authority directly ; they rather take a method of 
objecting somewhat more plausible, though it amount to 
much the same : they say, that the apparent disagreement of 
any command to the moral attributes of God, such as this of 
the slaughter of an only child seems plainly to be, will be a 
l^eater evidence that such a command does not conse from 
God, than any pretended revelation can be that it-<ioes. But 
^s to this matter, though the divine revelations have so long 
ceased, that we are not well acquainted with the manner of 
ooBveying such revelation with certainty to men, and by con- 
sequence the apparent disagreement of a command with the 
moral attributes of God, ought at present, generally, if no* 
constantly, to deter men from acting upon such a prete«dl|i 
revelation, yet w-as there no such uncertainty in the dajvof . 
the old prophets of God, or of Abraham, the friend of God,* 
who are ever found to have had an entire certainty of those 
their revelations : and what evidently shows they were not 
deceived^ is this, that the events and consequences of things 
afterward always corresponded, and secured them of the truth 
of such divine revelations. Thus the first miraculous voice 
i^om heaven,t calling to Abraham not to execute this com:- 
mand, and the performance of those eminent promises, mado 
by the second voice,| on account of his obedience to thait 
command, are demonstrations that Abraham's commission 
for what he did was truly divine,, and an entire justification 
of his conduct in this matter* The words of the first voico 
•from heaven will come hereafter to be set down in a fitter 
place, but the glorious promises made to Abraham's obedir 
cnce by the second voice, must here be produced from verse 
1^, 16, 17, 18« And the angel of the Jj>rd c(^ed unto AbrOr 

« talah xli. 8.— ^t Gen. xxiull^l^.-^-— J G«n. xxti. 17, 18. 
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ham out of heaven the second <»me, anil said. By myself hate I 
svDomy saith the hord^for because thou hast done this thing, and 
hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me, theU in bless* 
ing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed 
as the stars of heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea- 
shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies: and 
in ihy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because 
tJiou hast obeyed my voice. Every one of which promises 
have been eminently fulfilled ; and, what is chiefly remarka- 
ble, the last and principal of them, that in Abrdham^s seed 
all the nations of the earth should be blessed, was never promis- 
ed till this time. It had been twice promised him, chap. xii. 
ver. S.and xviii. 18. that in himself should all the families of 
the earth be blessed; but that this blessing was to belong to 
future thues, and to be bestowed by the means of one of his 
late posterity, the Messias, that great ned and son of Abra- 
hsiTS <i^jf was never revealed before, but on such an amaz-^ 
ing instance of his faith and obedience aS was thhj hl^ r^rii- 
ness to offer up his only begotten son Isaac, was now first 
promised, and has been long ago performed, in the birth of 
Jesus of Nazareth, the sow of David, the son of Abraham,* 
which highly deserves" our observation in this place : nor can 
we suppose that any thing else than clear conviction that this 
command came from God, could induce so good a man, and 
so tender a father as Abraham was, to sacrifice his own be* 
loved son, and to Jose* thereby all the comfort he received 
from him at present, and all tl^e expectation he had of a nu- 
merous and happy pisterity from him hereafter, 

4. Tliat, long before the days of Abraham, the demons, or , 
beathen gods, had required and received human sacrifices, 
and particularly that of the offerer's own children, and this 
both before and after the deluge, ^his practice has been in- 
deed so long left off in Egypt, and the custom of sacrificing^ 
mnimals there was confined to so few kinds in the days of 
Herodotus, that he would not believe they had ever offered 
human sacrifices at all t for he says,f That the fable, " as if 
Hercules was sacrificed to Jupiter in Egypt, was feigned by 
the Greeks, who were entirely unacquainted with the nature 
of the Egyptians and their laws; for how should they sacri- 
fire men with whom it is unlawful to sacrifice any brute 
beast? (boars, and bulls, and pure calves, and ganders, only 
excepted.") However, it is- evident from Sanchoniatho, Mar 

♦•MattlL i. 1.— r-t Ap. Marsh .^hron, p. 303. . 
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netho, Pausanlais, Diodorus Siculus, Philo, Plutarch, and 
Porphyry, that such sacrifices were frequent both in Phoeni- 
cia and Egypt, and that long before the days of Abraham, as 
Sir John Marsham and Bishop Cumberland have fully prov- 
ed ; nay, that in other places, (though not in Egypt,) this ci-uel 
practice continued long after Abraham, and this till the very 
4hird, if not also to the fifth century of Christianity, before it 
was quite abolished. Take the words of the original authors 
in English, as most of them occur in their originals in Sir 
John Marsham's Chronicon, p. 76—78, 300 — 304. 

"Cronus,* offered up his only begotten son, as a burnt- 
offering, to his father Ouranus,'when there was a famine and 
a pestilence." 

" fCronus, whom the Phoenicians name Israel, (it should be 
J/,). and who was after his death consecrated into the star 
Saturn, when he was king of the country, and had^ by a 
njrmph of that j^Qiiatry,^oamed Anvbret, an O^nly begotten son, 
whom, on that account, they called Jeud^ (the Phoenicians to 
this day calling an only begotten son by that name,) he, in 
his dread of very great dangers that lay upon the country 
from war, adorned his son with royal apparel, and biiilt an 
altar and offered him in sacrifice. 

"The t Phoenicians, when they were in great dslngers^y 
war, by famine, or by pestilence, sacrificed to Saturn one of 
the dearest of their people, whom they chose by public suf- 
frage for that purpose : and Sanchouiatho's Phoenician his- 
tory is full of such sacrifices. [These Iji^therto I take to have 
been before the flood."] t ^ 

" In Arabia, the Dumatii sacrificed a child every year.**^ 

" y They relate, tjbat of ojd, the [Egyptian] king sacrifi^sed 
such men as were of the same colour with Typho, at the 
sepulchre of Osiris." 

" IT Menetho relates, that they burnt Typhonean men alive 
in the city Idithyia, [or Ilithyia,] and scattered their ashca 
like chaff that is winnowed 4 and this was done publicly, and 
at a set season, in the dog-days." . 

" ** The barbarous nations did a long time admit of the 
slaughter of children, as of an holy practice, and acceptable 
to the gods. And this thing both private persons, and kings^^ 
and entire nations practise at proper seasons." 

• Philo. Bib. ex SancUon. p. 76-.— t Ibi<l. p. TT. f Pon. 

phyry, p. 77.— ♦ Porphyry, p. 77. 1| Diod. p. 78. f Plii^ 

tarch, p. 78.-^«f Nonnuili ap. Philon, p. 76. 
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(( ^ The human sacrifices that were enjoined bj the Do- 
donean oracle, mentioned in Pausanias's Achaics, in the tragi- 
cal story of Croesus and Callirrhoe, sufficiently intimate that 
the Phcenician and Egyptian priests had set up this Dodo- 
nean oracle before the time of Amosis, who destroyed that 
barbarous practice in Egypt." 



Isque adytis hoc irisiia dicla reportai, 
€afnguine plaeastis ventos, et virgine eatsa^ 
Ctun primum Iliacas Danai venisiis ad oras ; 
Sanguine quaerendi rediluSf animaque Htandum 
Argolica.f 



. He from the gods this dreadful answer brought, 
O Grecians, when the Trojan chores you fought. 
Your pa sage with a virgin's blood was bought ; 
So must your safe return be bought again, 
And Grecian blood once more atone the main. 

These bloody sacrifices were, for certain instances of the 
greatest degree of impiety, tyranny, and cruelty, in the 
world, that either wicked demons, or wicked men, who 
neither made, nor preserved mankind, who had therefore no 
right over them, nor were they able to make them amends in 
the next world for what they thus lost or suffered in this, 
should, after so inhuman a manner, command the taking 
away the lives of men, and particularly of the officer's own 
children, without the commission of any crime. This was, I 
think, an abomination derived from him who was a t murder- 
er from the beginning ; a crime truly and properly diabolical. 

5. That, accordingly. Almighty God himself, under the 
Jewish dispensation, vehemently condemned the Pagans, 
and sometimes the Jews themselves for this crime ; and for 
this, among other heinous sins, cast the idolatrous nations (nay 
Sometimes the Jews too) out of Palestine. Take the princi- 
pal texts hereto relating, as they lie in order in the Old Tes- 
tament. 

" ^ Thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass through the 
fire to Molech. Defile not yourselves in any of these things^ 
for in all these the nations are defiled which I cast out be- 
fore you," Sic. 

" II Whosoever he be of the children of Israel, or of the 
strangers that sojourn in Israel, that giveth any of his seed 

* Cumberl. Sachon. p. ^T8. 1 Virg. ^neid, B. ii. ver. 1151 

1 John viil. 44.— —ft Lev. xviii. 21. 44^— -fl Lev. xx. t. 
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unto Molech, he shall surely be put to death : the people •£ 
the land shall s^one him with stones." 

" * Take Jieed to thyself, that thou be not snared by follow- 
ing the nations, after that they be destroyed from before 
thee ; and that thou inquire not after their gods, saying, How 
did these nations serve their gods ? even so will I do like- 
vrise. Thou shalt not do so unto the Lord thy God ; for every 
abomination of the Lord, which he hatcth, have they done 
unto their gods,: for even their sons and their daughters Mve 
they burnt in the fire to their gods." See chap, yvili. 10. 
2 Kings xvii. 17. 

" t And Ahaz made his son to pass through the fire, ac- 
cording to the abominations of the heathen, whom the Lord 
cast out from before the children of Israel." 

" t Moreover, Ahaz burnt incense in tlie valley of the son 
of Hinnom, and burnt his children [his son in Josephus] in the 
fire, after the abominations of the heathen, whom the Lord 
had cast out before the children of Israel." 

" ^ And the Sepharvites burnt their children in the fire to 
Adrammelech and Anammelech, the gods of Sepharvaim" 
&c. 

" II And Josiah^ defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of 
the children of Hinnom, that no man might make his son or 
his daughter to pass through the fire to Molech." 

" IT Yea they sacrificed their sons and their daughters untfl^ 
demons ; and shed innocent blood, the blood of their sobs 
and their daughters, whom they sacrificed unto the idols of 
Canaan, and the land was polluted with blood." See Isaiah 
Ivii. 5. 

« ** "phe children of Judah hath done evil in my sight, saith 
the Lord ; they liave set their abominations in the house 
which is called by «iy name, to pollute it : and they have 
built the high places of Topheth, which is in the valley of the 
son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the 
fire, which I commanded' them not, nor came it into my 
heart." 

" tt Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, be- 
hold I will bring evil upon this place, the which ^whosoever 
heareth hid ears shall tingle, because they have forsaken me, 
and have estranged this place, and have burnt incense unte " 

* Deut. xii. 30, 51.-? 1 2 Kings xvi. S. -f^ Chron. xxviii. 

S-— — * ^ Kings Kvlu St.— II 2 Kings xxiii. 10. ^T Psalm xvi. 

3T, 38.J— ♦* Jer, vii. 30—32. tt Jer. xix. 3—5. 
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other gods, whom neither they nor their fathers hare known^ 
nor the kings of Judah, and have filled this place with the 
Wood of innocents. They have built also the high places of 
Baal, to bum their sons with fire for burnt-offerings unto Baal, 
which I commanded not, nor spake it, neither came it into 
my mind, &c." 

a * They built the high places of Baal, which are in the 
valley of the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and their 
daughters to pass through the fire unto Molech, which I com- 
manded them not, neither came it into my mind that they 
should do this abomination, to cause Judah to sin." 

" t Moreover, thou hast taken thy sons and thy daugh'- 
ters, whom thou hast borne imto me, and these hast thou sa- 
crificed unto them to be devoured. Is this of thy whore- 
doms a small matter, that thou hast slain my children, and de- 
livered them to cause them to pass through the fire for them?'' 
See ch. xx. 26. 1. Cor. x. 20. 

" X Thou hatest the old inhabitants of thy holy land fot 
doing most o4ious works of witchcraft, and wicked sacrifi- 
ces ; and also those merciless murderers of children, and de- 
vourers of man's flesh, and feasts of blood, with their priests, 
out of the midst of their Idolatrous crew, and the parents 
that killed with their own hands souls destitute of help." 

6. That Almighty God never permitted, in any one in- 
stance, that such a human sacrifice should actually, be offered 
to himself, (though he had a right to have required it, if he 
had so pleased,) under the whole Jewish dispensation, which 
yet was full of many other kinds of sacrifices, and this at a 
time when mankind generally thought such sacrifices of the 
greatest virtue for the procuring pardon of sin, and the divine 
favour. This the ancient records of the heathen world attest. 
Take their nation in the words of Philo Byblius, the transla- 
tor of Sanchoniatho. ^ " It was the custom of the ancients, 
in the greatest calamities and dangers, for the governors of 
the city or nation, in order to avert the destruction of all, to 
devote their beloved son to be slain, as a price of redemp- 
tion to the punishing or avenging daemons', and those so de- 
voted were killed after a mystical manner." This the histo- 
ry of the king of Moab, || when he was in great distress in 
his war against Israel and Judah, informs us of; who then 

» Jer. XXX. 35. ^t Ezek. xvi. 20, 21.— -^i Wisd. xii. 4, 6—- r 

I Ap. Mmrsb.p. 76, 77.— —|| 2 Kings ill. 27. 
Vol. I. D 
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io(^ his eldest son, that shotdd have retgned in his stead, and 
offered him for a humt-offering upon the city wall. This also 
the Jewish prophet Micah* implies, when he inquires, 
Wherexvith shall I come before the Lord, and bote myself before 
the High God ? Shall I come before him toith burnt-offerings, 
with calves of a year old ? Will the Lord be pleased with 
thousands of rams, with ten thousands of fat kids of the goats ? 
Shall I give my first-born for my' transgression, the fruit of my 
body for the sin of my soul ? No, certainly ; for he hath shoiv- 
ed thee, O man, what is good ; and what doth the Lord require 
of thee but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to humble thy- 
self, to walk with thy God ? 

It is true, God did here try the faith and obedience of Abra- 
ham to himself, whether they were as strong as tlie Pagans 
exhibited to their daemons or idols ; yet did he withall take 
effectual care, and that by a miraculous interposition also, to 
prevent the execution, and provided himself a ram as a vica- 
rious substitute, to* supply the place of Isaac immediately, 
t And the Angel of the Lord called unto Abraham, and said, 
Abraham, Abraham; and he said. Here am I: And he said, 
Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing un- 
to him ; for now I know that thoufearest God, seeing thou hast 
not imthheld thy son, thine only son, from me. And Abraham 
lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold a ram caught in a 
thicket by his horns ; and Abraham went and took the ram, and 
offered him up for a bufnt-offering in the stead of his son. 
Thus Jephtha t has by many been thought to have vowed to 
offer up his only daughter and child for a sacrifice, and that as 
bound on him, upon supposition of his vow, by a divine law, 
Lev. xxvii. £8, 29. of which opinion I was once myself; yet 
upon more mature consideration I have, for some time, 
thought this to be a mistake, and that his yow extended only 
to her being devoted to serve God at the tabernacle, or else- 
where, in a state of perpetual virginity ; and that neither that 
law did enjoin any human sacrifices, nor do we meet with 
any example of its execution in this sense afterwards. Philo 
never mentions any such law, no more than Josephus : and 
when Josephus thought that Jephtha had made such a vow, 
and executed it, he is so far from hinting at its being done in ^ 
compliance with any law of God, that he expressly condemn» 
him for it, as having acted contrary thereto ; or, in his own 

* Micah vi. 6—8.-. — ^tGen. xxii. ll— 13.— — J Judges xi. S6— 39; 
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words,* " as having offered an oblation neither conformable 
to the law, nor acceptable to God, nor weighing with himself 
what opinion the hearers would have of such a practice." 

7. That Isaac being at this time, according to Josephus,t 
who is herein justly followed by Archb. Usher,! no less than 
twenty-five years of age, and Abraham being, by consequence, 
one hundred and twenty-five, it is not to be supposed that 
Abraham could bind Isaac, in order to offer him in sacrifice, 
but by his own free consent ; which free consent of the party 
who is to suffer seems absolutely necessary in all such cases : 
and which free consent St. Clement, as well as Josephus, dis- 
tinctly takes, notice of on this occasion. St. Clement de- 
scribes it thus : ^ " Isaac being fully persuaded of what he 
knew was to come, cheerfully yielded himself up for a sa- 
crifice." And for Josephus, || after introducing Abraham in a 
pathetic speech, laying before Isaac the divine command, and 
exhorting him patiently and joyfully to submit to it, he tells 
us, that " Isaac very cheerfully consented ;'* and then intro- 
duces him in a short, but very pious answer, acquiescing in 
the proj>osal ; and adds, that " hc then immediately and rea- 

* dily went to the altar to be sacrificed." Nor did Jephthalf 
perform his rash vow, .whatever it were, till his daughter had 
given her consent to it. 

8. It appears to me that Abraham never despaired entirely 
of the interposition of providence for the preservation of Isaac, 
although in obedience to the command he prepared to sacri- 
fice him to God. This seems to me intimated in Abraham's 
words to his servants, on the third day, when he was in sight 
of the mountain on which he was to offer his son Isaac, We 
icill go and worship, and we will come again to you. As also 
in his answer to his son, when he inquired, Behold the fire and 
the wood, hut where is the lamb for a hurnt-offering ? And Abra- 
ham said, My son, God will provide hdmselfa lamb for a burnt' 
offering. Both these passages look to me somewhat like such 
an expectation. However, 

9. It appears most evident, that Abraham, and I suppose 
Isaac also, firmly believed^ that if God should permit Isaac to 
be actually slain as a sacrifice, he Would certainly and speedi- 
ly raise him again from the dead. This, to be sure, is sup- 
posed in the words already quoted, that he and his son would 

* AntJq. B. V. T— 10. ^t Antiq. B. i. chap. ii. % XJsh. An- 

nal. ad A, iJf. 21S». * 1 Clem. see. 31. H Antiq. B. i. chap. 

xiii. sec. 3.— f Judges xi. 36, 37. 
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go and to&rshipy and come again to the servants ; and is clearly 
9Ad justly collected from this history by the author to the He- 
brews, chap. xi. 17 — 19. By faith Mraham when he was tried 
offered up Isaac ; and he that had received the promises offered 
^p his only begotten^ of whom it was said, that iri Isaac shall 
Ihy seed he called, accounting or reasoning that God was able 
ifi raise him from the dead. And tliis reasoning ivas.af once 
▼ery obvious, and wholly undeniable, that since God was truth 
itself, and had over and over promised that he would * mul- 
tiply .Abraham exceedingly; that he should be a father of m^ny 
nations ; that his name should be no longer Mramy hut a^ftro- 
ham, because a father of many nations God had inade him, fcc. 
Ihat Sarai his wife should be called Sar(Ui ; that he would bless 
her, and give Abraham a son also -of her, and that he toould 
hless him ; and she should become a mother of nations^ and kingg 
tf people should be of her, ifc; and thatf in Isaac should his 
seed be called. And since withall it is here supposed, that Isaac 
was to be slain as a sacrifice, before he was married,: or had any 
$eed, God was, for certain, obliged by his promises, in these cir- 
cumstances, to raise Isaac again from the dead : and this was 
«n eminent instance of that faith whereby t Abraham beli^ed 
God, and it was imputed to him for righteousness, viz. that if 
God should permit Isaac to be sacrificed, he would certsunlj 
and quickly raise him up again from the dead, \from whence 
4flso he received him in a figure, as the author to tlie Hebrews 
here justly observes. 

10. That the firm and just foundation of Abraham^s faitk 
and assurance in God for such a resurrection was this, besidef 
the general consideration of the divine veracity, that during 
the whole time of his sojourning in strange countries, in Ca- 
naan and Egypt, ever since he had been called out of Chaldea ^ 
or Mesopotamia, at seventy-five years af age^ he had || had 
constant experience of a special, of an over-ruling, of a kind 
and gracious providence over him, till this his l£5th year, 
which agsunst all human views had continually blessed him 
and enriched him, and in his elder age had given him first 
Ishmael by Hagar, and afterwards promised him Isaac to 
** spring from his oum body now dead^ ft and from the deadness 
of Sarah's toomb, when she was past age, and when it ceased to 
he with Sarah after the manner of women,ti and had actually 

* Gen. 3tvii. 2—6, 16.— 4 Gen. xxi. 12. X Gcd. xv. 6.— ~ 

} Heb. xi. 19. II Gen. xii. 4 »* Rom. iv. 19. +t Heb. X|. 

11. ^tJGen. xvili. 11. 
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fkerfonned that and every other promise, how improbable so- 
ever that performance had appeared, he had ever made to 
Mm, and this during fifty entire years together ; so that, al- 
though at his first exit out of Chaldea or Mesopotamia, he 
might have been tempted to stagger at such a promise of God 
fftrovgh unbelief, * yet might he now after fifty years constant 
experience be justly strong in faith, giving glory to God, as 
being ftUly persuaded, that what God had promised, the resur- 
fection of Isaac, he was both able and unlling to perform. 

11. That this assurance therefore, that God, if he permit- 
ted^ Isaac to be slain, would infallibly raise him again from the 
dead, entirely alters the state of the case of Abraham's sacri- 
ficing Isaac to the true God, from that of all other human sa- 
crifices what^ever offered to false ones, all those others being 
done without the least promise or prospect of such a resur- 
rection ) and this indeed takes away all pretence of injustice 
of the divine command, as well as of all inhumanity or cruel- 
ty in Abraham's obedience to it. 

12. That, upon the whole, this command to Abraham, and 
what followed on it, looks so very like an intention of God to 
typify or represent beforehand in Isaac, a beloved, or only 6e- 
gotten son, what was to happen long afterward to the great 
ion and seed of Abraham, the Messiah, the^ beloved and ihe^oU" 
ty begotten of the Father, whose day Abraham saw by faith Je- 

forehand, and rejoiced to see it, \ viz. that he by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God should be crucified, and 
ilain t as a sacrifice, and should be raised again the third day^ 
and this at Jerusalem also ; and that, in the mean time, God 
would accept of the sacrifices of rams and the like animals, 
at the same city Jerusalem, that one cannot easily avoid the 
sipplication. This seems the reason why Abraham was obliged 
to go to the land of Mdriah, or Jerusalem ; and why it is no- 
ted, that it was the third day \ that he came to the place, 
which implies that t^e return back, after the slaying of the 
sacrifice, would naturally be the third day also ; and why this 
sacrifice was not Ishmael the son of the flesh only, but Isaac the 
$on by promise, the beloved son of Abraham ; and why Isaac 
was styled the only son, or only begotten son of Abraham, 
though he had Ishmael besides; and why Isaac hinaself was 
to bear ihe wood \\ on which he was to be sacrificed ;ir and why 
ihe place was no o1±ier than {he land of Moriah, ^^ or vision^ 

* Rom. iv. 20, 21.^ -t John viii. 56. % Act- ii 33. — $ Gen. 

xxii. 2, 4. — n Hcb. xi. IT. — ^T Gen. xxii. 6,—-** John xix. IT, 
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L e. most probably a place where the Shecinah or MessiaU 
had been seen^ and God by him worshipped, even before the 
days of Abraham, and where lately lived, and perhaps naw 
lived, Melcbizedec, the.grand type of the Messiah, (who might 
then possibly be present at the sacrifice ;) and why this sacri- 
fice was to be offered cither on the mountain called after- 
ward distinctly Moriah, where the temple stood, and where 
all the Mosaic sacrifices were afterward to be offered, as Jo*- 
(sephus* and the generality suppose, or perhaps, aa others 
suppose, that where the Messiah himself was to be offered, 
its neighbour mount Calvary. This seems also the reason 
why the ram was substituted as a vicarious sacrifice instead 
of Isaac. These circumstances seem to me very peculiar and 
extraordinary, and to render the present hypothesis extreme- 
ly probable. Nor perhaps did St. Clement mean any thing 
else, when, in his forecited passage, he says, that <^ Isaac was 
fully persuaded of what he knew was to come,'' and there- 
fore " cheerfully yielded himself up for a sacrifice." Nor 
indeed does that name of this place, Jehovah Jirek^ which 
continued till the days of Moses, and signified, God wiU see^ or 
rather, God wiU provide, seem to be given it by Abraham, on 
any other account, than that God would there, in the fullness 
of time, provide himself a lamb [that f lamb of God, whid^ 
was to take away the sins of the world] for a buriit^offering. 

But now, if after all it be objected, that how peculiar and 
how typical soever the circumstances of Abraham and Isaac 
might be in themselves, of which the heathens about them 
could have little notion, yet such a divine command to 
Abraham for slaying his beloved son Isaac, must however be 
of very ill example to the Gentile world, and that it proba- 
bly did either first occasion, or at least greatly encourage 
ifaeir wicked practices, in offering their children for sacrifices 
to their idols, I answer by the next consideration : 

13. That thia^ objection is so far from truth, that God's 
public and miraculous prohibition of tne execution of this 
command to Abraham, (which consmand itself the Gentiles 
would not then at all be surprised at, because it was so like 
to their own usual practices,) as well as Crod's substitution of 
a vicarious oblation, seem to have been the very occasion of 
the imme^ate abolition of those impi^is sacrifices by Tetii- 
mosis, or Amosis, among the neighbouring Egyptians, aixd of 
the substitution of more inoffensive ones there instead of 

* Antlq. B. i. cap« xiii» soc. 2.-^— t John i. S9. 
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th«in. Take the account of this abolition, which we shall 
presently prove was about the time of Abraham's offering up 
bis son Isaac, asit is preserved by Porphyry, from Manetho, 
the famous Egyptian historian and chronologer, which is 
also cited from Porphyry by Eusebius and Theodorit: 
« *. Amosis, says Porphyry, abolished the law for slaying 
men in Heliopolis of Egypt, as Manetho bears witness in hit 
book of antiquity and piety. They were sacrificed to Juno, 
and were examined, as were the pure calves that were also 
sealed with them : they were sacrificed three in a day. Ib 
whose stead Amosis commanded that men of wax of the 
tame number should be substituted." 

Now I have lately shown, that the^e Egyptians had Abra- 
ham in great veneration, and that aU the wisdom of ihost 
Egyptians in which Moses was aftertoards learned, was deriv- 
ed from no other than from Abraham. Now it appears evi- 
dently by the fore-cited passage, that the first abolition of these 
human sacrifices, and that the substitution of waxen images in 
their stead, and particulariy at HeliopoliB, in the north-east 
part of Egypt, in the neighbourhood of Beersheba, in the 
BoutKof Palestine, where Abraham now lived, at the distance 
«/ about one hundred and twenty miles only, was in the days, 
and by the order of Tethmosis or Amosis, who was the first of 
the EgypUan kings, after the expulsion of the Phoenician 
shepherds. Now therefore we are to inquire when this 
Tethmosis or Amosis lived, and compare his time with the time 
of the sacrifice of Isaac. Now if we look into my chronolo- 
gical table, published A. 2>. 1 7£^1, we shall find that the hun- 
dred and twenty-fifth year of Abraham, or, which is all one, 
the twenty-fifth year of Isaac, falls into ^. M, 257S, or into 
the thirteenth year of Tethmosis or Amosis, which is the ve- 
ry middle of his twenty-five years reign ; so that this aboli- 
tion of human sacrifices in Egypt, and substitution of others 
io their room, seems to have been occasioned by the solemn 
prohibition of such a sacrifice in the case of Abraham, and 
by the following substitution of a ram in its stead : which ac- 
count of this matter not only takes away the groundless sua- 
l^cions of the moderns, but shows Uie great seasonableness of 
the divine prohibition of the execution of tlus command to 
Abraham, as probably the direct occasion of putting a s^p 
to the barbarity of the.Egyptians in offering human sacrifi- 
cesi and that for many, if not for all generations afterward. 

• Man*, p. sot. 
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Tctcitw^s account ef the origin of the Jewish nation^ and of ^ 
the particulars of the last Jewish War, that the former was 
probably vrrttten in opposition id Josephus^s antiquities^ and 
that the latter was for certain almost aU direcUy taken from 
Josephus^s History of the Jewish War* 

Since Tacitus, the famous Roman historian, who has 
wtitten more largely and professedly about the origin of the 
Jewish nation, about the chrorography of Judea, and the last 
Jewish war under Oestius, Vespasian, and Titus, than any 
other old Roman historian ; and since both Josephus and 
Tacitus were in favour with the same Roman emperors, Ves- 
pasian, Titus, and Domitian ; and since Tacitus was an emi- 
nent pleader and writer of history at Rome, during the time 
or not long after our Josephus had been there studying the 
Greek language, reading the trreek books, and writing his 
own works in the same Greek language, which language was 
almost universally known at Rome in Ithat age ; and since, 
therefore, it is next to impossible to suppose that Tacitus 
eould be unacquainted with the writings of Josephus, it can- 
liotbutbe highly proper to compare their accounts of Judea, 
of the Jews, and Jewish affairs together. Nor is it other than 
a very surprising paradox to me, how it has been possible for 
learned men, particularly for the several learned editors of 
Josephus and Tacitus, to be so very silent about this matter 
as they have hitherto been, especially when not only the 
correspondence of the authors as to time and place, but the 
-likeness of the subject-matter and circumstances is so very 
often, so very remarkable ; nay indeed, since many of the 
particular facts belonged peculiarly to the region of Judea, 
and to the Jewish nation, and are such as could hardly be 
taken by a foreigner from any other .author than from our 
Josephus, this strange silence b almost unaccountable, if not 
inexcusable. The two only other writers whom we know 
of when such Jewish affairs might be supposed to be taken 
^by Tacitus, who never app^^ars to be in Judea himself} are 



y Google 



DISSERTATION III. 40 

Justus of Tiberias, a Jewish historian, coatemporary with 
Josephus, and one Antonius Jullanus, once mentioned by Mi- 
nutius Felix in his Octavius, ^ 33. as having written on the 
same subject with Josephus, and both already mentioned by 
me on another occasion, Dissert. I. As to Justus of TiberiaB, 
he could not be the historian whence Tacitus took his Jewish 
affairs, because^ as we have seen, in the place just cited, the 
principal passage in Tacitus of that nature, concerning Christ* 
and his sufferings under the emperor Tiberius, and by his pro- 
curator Poiktius Pilate, was not there, as we know from the 
testimony of Photius, Cod7 xxx. And as to Antonius Juli* 
anus, his very name shows him not to have been a Jew but a 
Roman. He is never mentioned by Josephus, and so proba- 
bly knew no more of the country, or affairs of Judea, than 
Tacitus himself. He was, I suppose, rather an epitomiser of 
Josephus, and not so early as Tacitus, than an original histo- 
rian himself before him. Nor could so exact a writer at 
Tacitus ever take up with such poor and almost unknown 
historians as these were, while Josephus's Seven Books of 
the Jewish War were then so common ; were in such great 
reputation at Home ; were attested to, and recommended by 
Yespasian^and Titus the emperors, by king Agrippa, and kin( 
Archelaus, and Herod, king of Chalcis ; and he was tliere 
honoured with a statue : and these His books were deposited 
at the public library at Rome, as we know from Josephus him- 
self, Eusebius, and Jerom, while we never hear of any other 
history of the Jews that had then and there any such attes- 
tations or recommendations. Some things indeed Tacitus 
might take from the Roman records of this war, I mean from 
the commentaries of Vespasian, which are mentioned by 
Josephus himself, in his own life, ^ 65. vol. iv. and some 
others from the relations of Roman people, where the affaira 
of Rome were concerned ; as also other affairs might be re- 
membered by old officers and soldiers that had be^n in the 
Jewish war. Accordingly, I still suppose that Tacitus had 
some part of his information these ways, and -particularly 
where he a little differs from, or make's additions to Jose- 
phus : but then, as this will all reach no further than three or 
four years during this war, so will it by no means account for 
that abridgment of the geography of the country, and entire 
series of the principal facts of history thereto relating, which 
are in Tacitus, from the days of Antiochus Bpiphanes, two 
hundred and forty years before that war, witlt which Antio- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



4^ PISSERTATriON III. 

chus both Josephus and Tacitus begin their distinct history 
of th« Jews, preparatory to the history of the late war. Nop 
could Tacitus take the greatest part of those earlier facts be- 
longing to the Jewish nation from the days of Moses, or to 
Christ and the christians in the days of Tiberius, from Ro- 
man authors ; of which Jewish and christian affairs those au- 
thors had usually very little knowledge, and which the hea- 
then generally did grossly pervert and shamefully falsify ; and 
this is so true as to Tacitus's own account of the origin of 
the Jewish nation, that the reader may almost take it for 
a constant rule, that when Tacitus contradicts Josephus's 
Jewish Antiquities, he either tells direct falsehoods, or truths 
so miserably disguised as renders them little better than : 
falsehoods, and hardly ever light upon any thing relating to 
them that is true and solid, but when the same is in those an- 
tiquities at this day ; of which matters more will be said in 
the notes on his history immediately following. 

HISTORY OF THE JEWS. 

BOOK V.^ CHAP. II. 

SiNCS we are now going to relate the final period of this 
flamous city, [Jerusalem,] it seems proper to give an account of 
its original.* — The tradition is, that the Jews ran away from 
the island of Crete, and settled themsel/es on the coast of 
Lybia, and this at that time when Saturn w^s driven out of 
his kingdom by the power of Jupiter : an argument for it is 
^ fetched from their name. The mountain Ida is famous in 
Crete ; and the neighbouring inhabitants are named Idaeij 
whichi, with a barbarous augment, becomes the name of Jii^ 
daei [Jews.] Some say they were a people that were very 
numerous in Egypt under the reign of Isia, and that the 
Egyptians got free from that burden by sending them into 
the adjoining countries, und^r their captains Hierosolymus 
and Judas. The greatest part say, they were those Ethio- 
pians whom fear and hatred obliged to change their habita- 
tions in the reign of king Cepheus.f There are those which 

* Mo.'t'of tbepB stories are so entirely groundless, and so contra- 
dictory to one another, that they do not deserve a serious confuta- 
tion. It is strange Tacitus could persuade himself thus crudely to 
set thein down. 

t One wouid wonder how Tacitus, or any heathen, could suppore 
'the African Ethiopians under Cepheus, who are known to be blacks^ 
could be the parents of the Jews, who are known to be whites.; 
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report they were Assyrians, who wanting lands, got together, 
and obtained part of Egypt, and soon afterward settled them- 
selves in cities of their own, in the lands of the Hebrews, 
and the parts of Syria that lay nearest to them.* Others 
pretended their origin to be more eminent, and that the So- 
lymi, a people celebrated in Homer's poems, were the foun- 
ders of this nation, and give this, their own name, Hierosoly- 
raa, to the city which they built theref . 

Chap. HI. Many authors agree, that when once an in- 
fectious distemper was arisen in Egypt, and m^de men's bo- 
dies impure, Bocchons, their king, went to the oracle of 
[Jupter] Hammon, and b(^gged he would grant him some re- 
lief -against this eril, and that he was enjoinied to purge his 
nation of them, and to banish this kind of men into other 
countries, as hateful to the gods.f That when he had sought 
for, and gotten them all together, they were left in a vast 
desert ; that hereupon the rest devoted themselves to weep^ 
ing and inactivity ; but one of those exiles, Moses by name, 
advised them to look for no assistance from any of the gods, 
or from any of mankind, since they had heen abandoned by 
both, but bade them believe in him, as in a celestial leader,^ 
by whose help they had already gotten clear of their present 
miseries. They agreed to it; and though they were unac- 
quainted vvfth every thing, they began their journey at ran- 
dom ; but nothing tired them so much as want of water ; 
and now they laid themselves down on the ground to a great 
extent, as just ready to perish, when an herd of wild asses 
came from feeding, and went to a rock overshadowed by a 
grove of trees. Moses followed them, as conjecturing that 
there was [thereabouts] some grassy soil, and so opened large 
sources of. water for tnem.H That was an ease to them; 

* This account comes nearest the truth; and this Tacitus^ might 
have from Josephus, only disguiFed by bi-nself. 

t This Tacitus might have out of Jqsephus. Antiq. B. vii. ch. iii. 

FCC. ?. 

f Strange doctrine to Josephus ! who truly observes on this occa- 
sion, that gods are angry not at bodily imperfections, but at wicked 
practices. Apion, B. i. { 28. vol. vi. 

i This believing in Mo^es as in a celestial leader ^ seems a blind con- 
fersion of Tacitus that Mo^es professed to have his laws from God. 

II This looks also like a plain confession of Tacitus's, that Moses 
brought the Jews water out of a rock in great plenty, which he 
anight have from Josephus. Antiq. B. iii. ch. U^ 7. 
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and wfcen they had journeyed cohtinuatty* six entire days, 
an the seventh they drove out the inhabitants, and obtained 
those lands wherein their city and temple were dedicated. 

Chap. IV. As for MoSes, in order to secure the nation 
irmly to himself, he ordained new rites, and such as were 
contrary to those of other men. All things are with thcim 
profane which with us aresacred; and again, those practices 
are allowed among them which are by us esteemed most 
abottiinable.f 

They place ^e image of that animal in their most holy 
place, by whose indication it was that they had escaped their 
wandering condition and their thirst.}: 

They sacrifice rams by way of reproach, to [Jupiter] 
Hammon. An ox is also sacrificed, which the Egyptian! 
w^orship under the name of Jijns,^ 

•They abstain from swine's flesh, ns a memorial of that 
miserable destruction which the mange, to which that crea- 
ture is liable, brought on them, and with which they had been 
defiled.)! 

That they had endured a long famine, they attest still by 
their frequent fastings.lF And that they stole the fruits of 
the earth, we have an argument from the bread of the Jews, 
which is unleavened.** ^ 

Jt is generally supposed they rest on the ft seventh day, be- 
cause that day gave them [the first] rest from their labour^. 

* Strange in«teed! that 609,000 men should travel above £00 miles 
dver the deserts of Arabia in six day^, and conquer Judea the se- 
venth. 

t This is not tnie in general, but only so far, that the Tsraelitea 
Vere by c'rcumcision and other rites to be kept separate from the 
wicked and idoUv^rous nations about them. 

j: This .strange story oontradicts what the same Tacitus will tell 
m presently, that when Pompey went into the holy of holies he 
found no image there. 

J These are only gue.^ses of Tacitus, or his heathen authors, but 
no more. 

II Such inetioriafs of What must have been very reproachful, ire 
Slranger.^ to the rest of mankind, and without any probability. 

T The Jews bad bi:t one soten:>n fast of old in the whole year, the 
great day of expiation. 

** Unleavened bread was only Ufcd at the passover. 

tt It is very : trange 'hat TauMiS should not know or confess that 
the Jews' seventh day^ and serenih year of rest, were in the memory 
of ihe seventh or sabbath-day'r rest, after the six days of Cieation. 
Every Jew, as well as every christian, could have informed faim ot 
those mattersr 
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Besides which, they are idle on every* seventh year, as be- 
ing pleased with a lazy life. Others say, that they do ho- 
nour thereby to t Saturn ; or perhaps the Idaei gave them 
.this part of their religion, [as we said above,] were expeUed 
together with Saturn, and who, as we have been informed^ 
were the founders of this nation ; or else it was because the 
star Saturn moves in the highest orb, and of the seven planets 
exeits the principal part of that energy whereby mankind 
are governed:^ and indeed the most of the heavenly bodies 
exert their power, and perform their courses according to 
the number seven.l 

Chap. V, These rites, by what manner soever they, 
were first begun, are supported by their antiquity.^ The 
rest of their institutions are || awkward, impure, and got 
^ound by their pravity : for every vile fellow, despising the 
nte8t>f his forefathers, brought thither their tribute and con* 
tributions, by which means the Jewish commonwealth was 
augmented. And because among themselves there is an un- 
alterable fidelity and kindness always ready at hand, but bit* 
ter enmity towards all others,1t they are a people separated 
from others in their food, and in their beds ; though they be 
the lewdest nation upon earth,** yet will they not corrupt fo- 

* A ftrange hypothesis of the origin of the sabbatic year, and 
without all good foundation: Tacitus probably had neVer heard of 
the Jews' year ofjvbihe^ so he says nothing of it. 

t As if the Jews, in the days of Mo«es, or long before, knew that 
the Greeks and Romans would long afterward call the seventh day 
of the week Saturn^ s^day ; which Dio observes was not so called of 
old time; and it is a question whether before the Jews fell into 
idolatry they ever heard of such a star or god as Saturn. Amos, y. 
25. Acts, vii. 43. 

% That the son, moon, and stars, rule over the affairs of mankind, 
was an heathen and not a Jewish notion : neither Jews nor Cbius- 
tians were permitted to^eal in astrology, though Tacitus seems to 
have been deep in it. ♦ 

f This acknowledgment of the antiquity of Moses, and of his 
Jewish settlement, was what the heathen cared not always to o\i'n. 

H What these pretended awkward and impure institutions wcro^ 
Tacitus does not inform us. 

f^ Josephus shows the contrary, as to the laws of Moses, eonlr. 
Apion. Book ii. sec. S^ vol. vi. 

*• An entirely fi?ilse character, and contrary to their many laws 
a«cainct nncleanness. See Josephns's Aatiq. B. iii. cap. xi. sec.,!^.. 
• Vol I. F. 
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reigQ women, though* nothing be esteemed unlawful amon^ 
themselves. 

They hare ordained circumcision of the part used in ge- 
neration, that they may thereby be distinguished from other 
people : the f proselytes to their religion have the same 
usage. 

They are taught nothing sooner than to despise the gods^ 
to renounce their country, and to have their parents, chil- 
dren, and brethren, in the utmost contempt ;t but stHlthey 
take case to increase and multiply, for it is esteemed utterly 
unlawful to kill any of their children. 

They also look on the souls of those that die in battle, or 
are put to death for their crimes, as eternal. Hence comes 
their love of posterity, and contempt of death. 

They derive their ^ custom of burying, instead of burning 
tiieir dead^ from the Egyptians : they have also the same 
care of the dead with them, and the same persuasion about 
the invisible world below : but of the gods above, their opin- 
> ion is contrary to theirs. The Egyptians worship abundance 
of animals, and images of various sorts. 

The Jews have no notion of any thing more than one divine 
l)eing, II and that known only by the mind. They esteem such 
to be profane who frame images of gods out of perishable 
matter, and in the shape of men. That this being is supreme, 
and eterpal, immutable, and imperishable, is their doctrine. 
Accordingly they have no images in their cities, much less m 
their temples ; they never "grant this piece of flattery to 
kings, or tills kind of honour to emperors.lF But because 

* An high, and I doubt a false commendation of the Jews. 

t The proselytes of justice only, not the proselytes of the gates. 

^ How does this agree with that unalterable fidelity and kindness 
which Tacitus told us the Jews had towards one another ? unlesB 
he only means that they preferred the divine command before their 
nearest relations, which is the highest de|^ree of Jewish and chris- 
tian piety. « 

. $ This custom is ^t least aa old among the Hebrews. as the days 
of Abraham, and the cave of Machpelah, long before the Israelites 
went into Egypt. Gen. xxiii. 1 — ^20. xxv. 8 — 10. 

II These are valuable concessions, which Tacitus here makes as to 
the unspotted piety of the Jewish nation, in the worship of one in- 
finite, invisible God, and absolute rejection of all idolatry, and of 
all worship of images, nay, of the image of the emperor Cains him- 
self, or of affording it a place in their temple. 

f All these con cefisions were to be learned from Josephus, and 
almost only from him ; put of whom therefore 1 conclude Tacitus 
torok the finest part of his character of the Jewji. 
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their priests, when they play on the pipe and the timbrels, 
wear ivy round iheir headf^ and a golden * vine has been 
found in their temple, some have thought that they worship- 
ped oui- father Bacchus, the conqueror of the East ; whereas 
the ceremonies of the Jews do not at all agree with those of 
Bacchus, for he appointed rites that were of a jovial natur*?, 
and fit lir festij^aJs, while the practices of the Jews are ab- 
surd and sordid. 

Chap. VI. The limits of Judea easterly are bounded by 
Arabian Egypt lies on the south: on the west are Phcenicia 
and the [great] sea. They have a prospect of Syria on then* 
north quarter, as at some distance from them.f 

The bodies of the men are healthy, and such as will bear 
great labours. 

They have not many showers of rain : their soil is very 
fruitful: the produce of their land is like ours, in great 
plenty4 

They have also besides ours, two trees peculiar to them- 
selves ; the balsam tree, and the palm tree. Their groves of 
palms are tall and beautiful. The balsam tree is not very 
large. As soon as any branch is swelled, the veins quake as 
for fear, if you bring an iron knife to cut them. They are ^o 
be opened with a broken piece of stone, or with the shell o» 
a fish. The juiee is useful in physic. • 

liibanus is their principal mountain, and is very high, and 
yet what is very strange to be related, it is always shadowed 
with trees, and never free from snow. The same mountain 
supplies the river Jordan with water, and affords it its foun- 
tains also. Nor is this Jordan carried into the sea ; it passes 
through one and a second lake, undiminished, but it is stopped 
by the thbd.^ 

* This particular fact, that there %vas a golden vine in the front 
of the J»3wish temple, was inall probability taken by Tacitus out of 
Jo.'ephus; but as the Jewigh priests were never adorned with ivy, 
the signal of Bacchuif, how Tacitus eaine to imagine this I cannot 
tell. , 

t See the chorography of Judea in Josephus, of the war, B. iii. 
sec. 3. vol. V. whence most probably Tacitus fi*amed this short 
abridgn:ent of it. It comes in both authors naturally before Vea- 
pasan's first campaign, 

X The latter branch of this, Tacitus might have from Josephucf, 
of the war, B. iii. cap. iii. sec. 2, 3, 4. vol. v. The otlier is not in 
t}ie pre. ent copies. 

* These accounts of Jordan, of its fountains derived from Motmt 
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• This last lafc€ is vastly great in circumference, as if it were 
2L sea.* It is of an ili taste, and is pernicious to the adjoin- 
ing inhabitants by its strong smelK The wind raises no 
Wiives there, nor will it maintain either fishes, or such birds 
as use the water. The reason is uncertain ; but the fact is 
this, that bodies cast into it are borne up, as by somewhat 
solid. Thofiie who can, and those who cannot s#1m, are 
equally borne up by it.f At a certain time of the J year it 
casts out bitumen ; the mannejr of gathering it, like other 
arts, hais been taught by experience. The liquor is of its 
own nature of a black colour ; and, if you pour vinegar upon 
it, it dings tog«ifher, and swims on the top. Those whose 
business it is, take it in tlieir hands, and pull it into the up- 
per parts of the ship, after wWch it follows, without furtker 
altractton, and fdls the ship fall, till you cut it off: nor caa 
you cut it oflt either with a brass or an iron instrument; but 
it cannot bear the touch of blood, or of a cloth wet with the 
menstrual purgations of women, as t^e ancient authors say. 
But those that are acquaiiited with the place, assure us, that 
these waves of bitumen are driven along, and by the hand 
drawn to the shore, and that wh«ii they are dried by the 
warm steams from the earth, and the force of the sun, they 
are cut in^piieces with axes and wedges, as timber and stones 
are cut in pieces. 

Chap. VII. Not far ^from this lake are those plains,, 
which are related to have been of old fertile, and to have 
had many ^ cities full of people, but to have been burnt up 
by a stroke of lightning: It Is also said, that the footsteps of 

liibanus, and of the two lakes it runs throngb, and its stoppage by 
the third, are exactly agreeable to Joseplius, of the War, B. iii. cap. 
x. sec. 7, 8. vol. V. 

. * No less than 580 furlongs long, and 150 broad, in JoFepbus, of 
the War, B. iv. cap. viii. sec. 4. vol. v. - 

t Strabo says, that a man could not sink into the water of this 
lake so deep as the navel. 

:f Josephus never says that this bitumen was cast out at a cer- 
tain time of the year only; and Strabo says the direct contrary, but 
Pliny agrees with Tacitus. 

^ This is exactly accordmg to Jo.'ephus, and must have been 
taken from him in the place foreoited, and particularly, because it is 
peculiar to him, so far as I know, in all antiquity, llie rest thought 
the cities were in the fame place where now the lake is, but Josc« 
ghu5» and Tacitus say they were in its neighbourhood onl/t which 
i^ Mr. Beland's opinion also*, 
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that destrQettod sttU remain^ and that the earth lisM ap« 
pears as burnt earth, and has lost its natural fertility ; and, 
that as an argument thereof, aH the plants that grow of their 
own accord, or are planted by the hand, whether they arrive 
at the degree of an herb, or of a flower, or at complete ma- 
turity, become black and empty^ and, as it were, vanish into 
ashes. As for myseff, as I am willing to allow that these 
once famous cities were burnt by Are from heaven, so I 
would suppose that the earth is infected with the vapour of 
the lake, and the spirit [or air] that is over it thereby cor- 
rupted, and that by this means the fruits of the earth, both 
corn and grapes rot away, both the soil and the air beiD|^ 
equally unwholesome. 

The river Belus does also run into the sea of Judea; and 
the sands that are collected about its mouth, when you mix 
nitre with them, are melted into glass : this sort of shore is 
but small, but its sand, for the use of those that carry it off^ 
is inexhaustible. 

Chap. YIII, A great part of Judea is composed of scat- 
tered villages ; it also has large towns : Jerusalem is the^capi- 
tal city of the whole nation. In that city there was a tem- 
ple of immense wealth ; in the first parts that are fortified 
is the city itself, next it the royal palace. The temple is 
enclosed in its most inward recesses. A Jew can come no 
further than tlie gate ; all but the priests are excluded by 
their threshold. While the east was under the dominion of 
the Assyrians, the Medes, and the Persians, the Jews were 
of all slaves the mo^t despicable.''^ 

t After the dominion of the Macedonians prevailed, king 
Antiochus tried to conquer their superstition, and to intro- 
duce the customs of the Greeks ; but he was disappointed 
of his design, which was to give this roost profligate nation 
a change for the^ better, and that was by his war with the 
Parthians, for at'Uiis time Arsaces had fallen off ^from the 
Macedonians.] Then it was that the Jews set kings over 
them, because the Macedonians were become weak, the 
Parthians were not yet very powerful, add the Romans were 
Tery remote : which kings, when they had been expelled by 

* A great slander againft the Jew9, without any just foundation. 
Jopephus would have informed hiui better. 

t Here begins JosephuF's and Tacitufs's tme account? of tbe Jews 
preliminary to the last war. See of the War, Proaem. see. T. vol. v. 

IK s 
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tiie nobility of the vulgar, and had Tecbvered their dominion 
by war, attempted the same things that kings used to do, I 
mean they introduce the destruction of cities, the slaughter 
of brethren, of wives, and parents, but still wen^ on in their 
superstition; for they took upon them withal the honoura<k 
Me dignity of the high-prksthood, as a firm security to their 
power and authority. 

Chap. IX. The first of the Romans that conquered the 
J«ws was Oneius Pompeius, vfho entered the temple hy 
right of victory. Thence the report was every where di- 
vulged, that therein was no image of a god, but an empty 
place, and mysteries, most secret places that have notiiing 
in them. The walls of Jerusalem were then destroyed, but 
the temple continued still. Soon afterward arose a civil war 
;Lmong us ; and when therein these provinces were reduced 
under Marcus Antonius, Paeorus, king of the Parthians, got 
'possession Of Judea, but was himself slain by Paulus Yenti- 
i«|ius, and the Parthians were ^driven beyond Euphrates: and 
for the Jews, Caius Sosius subdued them. Antonius gav« 
the kingdom to Herod ; and when Augustus conquered Ajv- 
tonius, he still augmented it. 

After Herod's death, one Simon, without waiting for the 
disposition of Cesar took upon him the title of King^ who 
was brought to punishment by [or under] Quintilius Varrus, 
irhen he was president of Syria. Afterward the nation was 
reduced, and the children of Herod governed it in three par- 
titions. 

Under Tiberius the Jews had restb-Atter some dme ^ey 
were enjoined to place Caius Cesar's statue in the temple ; 
but, rather than permit that, they took up arms,"^ which sedi- 
tion was put an end to by the death of Cesar. 

Claudius, after the kings were either dead, or reduced tQ 
smaDer dominions, gave the province of Judea to Roman 
knights, or to freed men, to be governed by them. Am(Mig 
whom was Antonius Felix, one that exercised all kind of bar^ 
barity and extravagance, as if he had royal authority, but 
with the disposition of a slave. He had married DrussDla^ 

* They came to Petronius, the president of Syria, in vast num- 
.'bers, but without arms, and as humble supplicant! only. See Taci- 
tus presently, where he afterward set« this matter almost right, ao- 
leording to Jo^ephus, and by way of correction, for that account is 
in his annals, which were ^vritten aft^ this, which i]Bi in hllB bl?-> 
'toTles. 
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the grand-daughter of Antonitis, ^ that Felix was the grand* 
daughter^«( husband, and Claudius the grand-son of the same 
Antonius. 

AT9NAL. BOOK XII. 

But he that was^the brother of Pallas, whose simame was 
FeKx, did not act with the same moderation, (as did Pallas 
himself*] He had been a good while ago set over Judea, and 
thought that he might be guilty of all sorts of wickedness 
with impunity, while he relied on so sure an authority. 

The Jews had almost given a specimen of sedition ; and, 
even after the death of Caiuswas known, and they had not 
obeyed his command, there remained a degree of fear, lest 
some future prince should renew that command, [for the set- 
ting up of the prince's statue in their temple.] And, in the 
tnean time, Felix, by the use of unseasonable remedies, blew 
up the coals of sedition into a flame, and was imitated by his 
parser in the government, Yentidius Cumanus, the country 
%eing thus divided between them, that the nation of the Ga- 
lileans were under Cumanus, and the Samaritans under Fe<^ 
fix ; which two nations were of old at variance, biit now out 
of contempt of their governors, did less restrain their hatred : 
they tiien began to plunder one another, to send in parties of 
rollers, to lie in wait, and sometimes to fight ba^es, and 
withall to bring spoils and preys to the procurators, [Cuma- 
nus and Felix.] Whereupon, these procurators begaa to re- 
joice ; yet, when the mischief grew considerable, soldiers 
were sent to quiet t}iem, but the soldiers were killed, and the 
province had been in the flame of war, had not Quadratus, 
the president of Syria, afforded his assistance. Nor was it 
long in cKspute, whe^er tl^e Jews, who had killed the sol- 
diers in the mutiny, should be put to death : it was agreed 
they should die ; only Cumanus and Felix occasioned a de- 
lay, for Claudius, upon hearing the causes as to this rebellion^ 
bad given [Quadratus] authority to deteniaine the case, even 
as to the procurators themselves ; but Quadratus showed 
Felix among the judges, and took him into his seat of Judg- 
ment, on purpose that he might discourage his accusers. So 
Cumanus was condemned for those flagitious actions, of 
which both he and Felix had been guilty, and peace was re- 
.stored to the province.* 

* Here seems to be a great mistake about the Jewish afialrs io 
Tacitu^ Se&of the war, B« ii. cap. jiSi* sec; 8« 
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BISTOR. Bt>OK V. CHAP. X. 

However, the Jews had patience till Gessius Florus was 
i&ade procurator. Under him it was that the war began. 
Then Cestius Gallus, the president of Syria, attempted to 
itppease it, tried several battles, but generally with ill success. 

Upon his deatii,* whether it came by fate, or that he was 
weary of his life, is uncertain ; Vespasian had the good for- 
tune by his reputation and excellent officers, and a victori- 
ous army, in the space of two summers, to make himself 
master of all the open country, and of all the cities, Jerusa« 
!em excepted. 

[Flavius Vespasianus, whom Nero had chosen for his 
^neral, managed the Jewish war with three legions, Histor. 
B, i. chap. X.] 

The next year, which was employed in a civil war, [at 
kome] so far as the Jews were concerned, passed over in 
peace. When Italy was pacific!, the care of foreign parts 
was revived. The Jews were tlic only people that stood 
out, which increased the rage [of the Romans.] It was also 
thought most proper, that Titus should stay with liie army, 
to prevent any accident or misfortune which the new govern* 
ment might be liable to. 

[Vespasian had put an end to the Jewish nation : the siege 
of Jerusalem was the only enterprise remaining, which was 
a work hau'd and difficult ; but, leather from the nature of the 
mountain, and the obstinacy of the Jewish superstition, than 
because the besieged had strength enough to undergo the dis- 
tresses [of a siege.] We have already informed [the reader] 
that Vespasian had with him three legions, well exercised ia 
war. Histor. Book ii. chap, v.] 

When Vespasian was a very young man, it was promised 
him that he should arrive at the highest pitch of fame : but, 
what did first of all seem to confirm the omen, was his 
triumphs and consulship, and the glory of his victories over 
the Jews. When he had once obtained these, he believed it 
was portended that he should come to the* empire.f 

* JoFephus says nothing of the death of Cestius ; so Taeltus seems 
to have known nothing in particular about it. 

t Josephus takes notice in general of these many omens of Ves- 
pasian's advancement to the empire, and distinctly adds his own re<> 
markable prediction. of ii also., Antiq. B. iii. cap. vili. see. 3. 9. 
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There is between Judca and Syria, a mountaio and a god, 
both ca]le4 by the same name of Garmel, though our prede- 
cessors have informed us that this god had no image, and no 
temphe, and indeed no more than an altar and solemn worsliip. 
Vespasian was once Offering a sacrifice there, at a time when 
he had some secret thought in his mind : the priest, whose 
nanie was BctsilideSy when he over and over looked at the 
entrails^ said, Vespasian, whatever thou art about, whether 
the building of thy house, or enlargement of thy lands, or 
augmentation of thy slaves, thou art granted a mighty seat, 
very large bounds, an huge number of men. These doubts 
ful answers were soon spread abroad by fame, and at this 
time were explained : nor wae any thing so much in publie. 
vogue, and very many discourses of that nature were made 
before him, and the more because they foretold what he ex- 
pected. 

Mucfanusand Vespasianus went away, having fully agreed 
on their designs; the former to Antioch, the latter to Cesa- 
. rea the capital of Juded. The commencement of Vespasian's 
advancement to the empire was at Alexandria, where Hbe- 
rius Alexander made such haste, that he obliged the legions 
to take the oath of fidelity to him on the kalends of July, 
which was ever after celebrated as the day of his in- 
auguration, * although the army in Judea had taken that 
oath on the iifth of the nones of July, with that eagerness, that 
they would not stay for his son Titus, who was then on the 
road, returning out of Syria, chap. Ixxix. Vespasian deli- 
Tered over the strongest part of his forces to Titus, to enable 
him to finish what remained of the Jewish war, Hist. Book 
iv.chap. li. 

During those months in which Vespasian cpntinaed at Alex- 
andria, waiting for the usual set time of the summer gales 
of wind, and stayed for settled fair weather at sea, many 
miraculous events happened, by which the good will of heaven 
and* a kind of inclination of the deity in his favour was de- 
clared. 

* This although seems to imply that Vespasian was proclaimed 
c;Yiperor in Judea before he was so proclaimed at Alexandria, asth« 
whdle history of Josephus implies, and the place where now Ves- 
pasian was, which was no other than Judea, requires also, thongh 
the inauguration day might be celebrated afterward from his first 
proclamation at the great city Alexandria, only th«n the iiones or 
ides in Tacitas and Suetonius must be of June, and not of July, 
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A certain man of the vulgar sort at Alexandria, wMl knowa 
for the decay of his eyes, kneeled down by hiin, and groan- 
ed, and begged of him the cure of his blindness, as by the 
admonition of Serapis, that god which this superstitious na- 
tion worships above others. He also desired that the empe- 
ror would be pleased to put some of bis spittle upon the balls 
of his eyes. Another infirm man there, who was lame of his 
hand, prayed Qpsar as by the same god's suggestion, to 
tread upon htm with his foot. ■ Vespasian at first began to 
laugh at them, and to reject them ; and when they were in- 
stant with him, he sometimes feared he should have the re- 
putation of a vain person, and sometimes upon the solicita- 
tion of the infirm, he flattered himself, and others fiattered 
him with the hopes of succeeding. At last he ordered the 
physicians to give their opinion, whether this sort of blind- 
ness and lameness were curable by the art of man or not ? 
The physicians^ answered uncertainly, that the one had not 
bis visual faculty utterly destroyed, and that it might be re- 
stored, if the obstacles were removed ; that the other's limbs 
were disordered, but if an healing virtue were made use of, 
Aey were capable of being made whole. Perhaps, said they, 
the gods are willing to assist, and that the emperor is chosen 
by divine interposition ; however, they said at last that if the 
eures succeed, Cesar would have the glory ; if not, the poor 
oodserablfi^ objects would only be laughed at. Whereupon 
Vespasian imagined, that his good fortune Would be univer* 
sal, and that nothing on that account could be incredible, so 
he looked cheerfully, and in the sight of the multitude, who 
Stood in great expectation, he did what they desired him : 
upon which the lame hand was recovered, and the blind mao 
saw immediately. Both these * cures are rented to this ■ 

* The miraculous cures done by Vespasian are^^ttesled to both 
by Siietoniup in V&pas.an, sec. 7. and by Dio, p: £17. and seem to 
Bie well attested. Our Saviour reeuibto have-over ruled the heathen 
oracle of Serapis to procure the divine approbation to Vespa-ian's 
advaaie nent to the e-npir© of Rome, air he siggesled the like ap- 
probation to the advaneement both of Vespasian and Titus to Jose- 
phus which two were to be his chosen instruments in bringing on 
that terrihe destruction upon the Jewish nation, which he had 
threatened to execute by these Roman armies. Nor could any other 
Roman generals than Vepasian and Titun, at that time, in human 
probability, have prevailed over i.he Jews, and de-troyed Jern-alera, 
a3 this whole history in ^osephus implies. Tfo.ephis also every 
where supposes Vespasian and Titus raited up to command against 
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4ay by those that were present, nmd when speaking fklsely 
will get no reward. 

BOOK r. CHAP. I. 

At the beginning of the same year, Titus Cesar, who was 
pitched upon by his father to finish the conquest of Judea, 
and while both he and his father were private persona, wa« 
celebrated for his martial conduct, acted now #th great 
vigour and hopes of reputation, the kind inclinations both o£ 
the provinces and of the armies striving one with another 
who should most encourage him. He was also himself in a 
disposition to show that he was more than equal to his for- 
tune ; and when he appeared in arms, he did all things after 
such a ready and graceful way, treating all after such an a£b- 
ble manner, and with such kind words, as invited the good 
will and good wishes of all. He appeared also in his actions 
and in his place in the troops ; he mixed with common sol- 
diers, yet without any stain to hisbonour as a general.* He 
ivas received in Judea by three legions, the fifth and the tenth, 
and the fifteenth, who were Vespasian's old soldiers. Syria 
also afibrded him the twelfth, and Alexandria soldiers out 
of the twenty-second and twenty-third legions. Twenty 
f cohorts of auxiliaries accompanied, as also eight troops of 
horse. 

King Agrippa also was there, and king Sob emus, and the 
auxiliaries of king Antiochus, and a strong body of Arabians, 
who, as is usual in nations that are neighbours to one ano- 
ther, went vnth their accustomed hatred against the Jews, 
with many other out qf the city of Rome, as every one's 
hopes led him of getting early into the general's favour, be- 
fore others should prevent them. 

He entered into the borders of the enemies country vnth 
these forces, in exact order of war t and looking carefully 
about him, and being ready for battle, he pitched his camp 
not far from Jerusalem. 

Chap. X. When therefore he had pitched his camp, as 

Jndea and Jenisalein, and to govern the Roman empire by divine 
|»rovideDce, and not in the ordinary way : as afto he always suppo- 
ses this destruction or divine judgment on the Jews for their sIuf. 

« This character of Titus agrees exactly with the history of Jose* 
phus upon all occasions. 

t These 20 cohorts and 8 troops of horse, are not dnrectly etrane- 
taled by Josephus, AnUq* B. v. cap. I. sec 6. 
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we said just now, before the walls of Jerusalem, he pom- 
pously * showed his legions ready for an engagement. 

Chaf. XL The Jews formed their camp under the very 
t walls [of the city ;] and if they succeeded, they resolved to 
venture farther, but if they were beaten back, that was their 
place of refuge. When a body of t cavalry were sent against 
them, and with them cohorts, that were expedite and nimble, 
the figh^as doubtful ; but soon afterwards the enemies gave 
ground, and on the following days there were frequent skir- 
mishes before the gates, till after many losses tiiey were 
driven into the city. The Romans then betook themselves 
to the siege, for it did not seem honourable to stay till the 
enemies were reduced by famine.^ The soldiers were very 
eager to expose themselves to dangers, part of them out of 
true valour, many out of a^ brutish fierceness, and out of a 
desire of rewards. 

Titus had Rome, and the riches and pleasures of it before 
his eyes, all. which seemed to be too long delayed, unless 
Jerusalem could be soon destroyed. 

The city stood on an high elevation, and it had great 
works, and ramparts to secure it, such indeed as were suffi- 
cient for its fortification, had it been on plain groupd, for here 
were, two hills, of a vast height, which were enclosed by 
walls made crooked by art, or [naturally] bending inwards, 
that they might flank the besiegers, and cast darts on them 
sideways. The extreme parts of the rock were craggy, and 
the towers, when they had the advantage of the ground, 
were sixty feet high : when they were built on the pl^n 
ground they were not built lower than one hundred and 
twenty feet: they were of. uncommon beauty, and to those 
who looked at them at a great distance, they seemed equal.J 

* This word in Tacitiw, pompously showed his legions, look as if 
that pompous show which was some months afterwards, in Josephus, 
ran in his mind. Antiq. B. v. cap. tx^ sec. 1. 

+ These ftrst bickerings and battles near the walls of JenisaleUi 
are at. large in Josephus. Antiq. B. v. cap. S. 

J JosepJius distinctly mentions these horsemen or cavalry, 600 in 
number, among whom Titiis had like to have been slaiii or taken 
prisoner. Antiq. B. v. cap. ii. sec. 1—5. 

i Such a deliberation and resolution, with this very reason, that 
it would be dishonourable to stay till the Jtvn were starved out by 
famine, is in Josephus. Antiq. B. v. cap. xii. see. 1. 

II This description of the city of Jerusalem, its two hills, its three 
walls, and four towers, &c. are in this place at large m JoscphaS. 
Antiq. B. V. cap. iv.See also Pompey's siege, B. xiv. cap, iVt^ecX* 
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64lier-watte there were beneath the royal palace^, besides the 
tower of Antoma, with its top particularly conspicuous. / It 
Vf^s called so by Herod, in honour of Marcus Anton ius. 

Chap. XII. The temple was like a citadel) having walls 
of its awn, which had more labour and pains bestowed on 
them than the rest. The cloisters wherewith the temple 
was enclosed were an excellent fortification. 

They had a fountain of water that ran perpetually ; and 
the mountains "were hollowed under ground : they had morc- 
OTer * pools and cisterns for the preservation of the rain waters 

They that built this city foresaw, that from the difference 
of their conduct of life from their neighbours, they should 
have frequent wars : thence it capae to pass that they had 
provision for a long siege. After Pompey's conquest also, 
their fear and experience had taught them generally what 
they should want.f 

Moreover, the covetous temper that prevailed under 
Claudius, gave the Jews an opportunity of purchasing for 
money t leave to fortify Jerusalem; so they built walls in 
time of peace, as if they*were going to war, they being aug- 
mented in numbef by those rude multitudes of people that 
retired thither on the ruin of the other cities, for every ob- 
stinate fellow ran away thither, and there became more se- 
ditious than before. 

There were three captains, and as many armies. Simon 
6ad the remotest and the largest parts of the walls under 
him. John, who was also called Bar GioraSy [the son of 
Gioras,] had the middle parts of the city under him: and 
Eleazar had fortified the temple < itself. John and Simon - 

* Of these pools, see Josephus, B. v. cap. xf. sec'. 4. The cis- 
terns are not mentioned by him here, though they be mentioned by 
travellers. See Reland's Palestine, torn. i. p. S()4. 

t This is Tacitus's or the RomansVown hypothesis, unsupported 
by Josephus. 

J This sale of leave for the .Tews to build tlie walls of Jerusalem 
for money, is also Tacitus's or theRomans's own hypothesis, unsup- 
ported by Josephus. Nor is Josephus's characters of Claudius near 
so bad, as to other things also, as it is in Tacitus and Suetonius. Dio 
says, he was far from covetousness in particular. The others ?eciii 
to hare misrepresented his meek and quiet temper, and learning, but 
without ambition, and his great kindness to the Jews, as the mo5M; 
contemptible folly. See Antiq. B. xix. cap. ix. sec. 4^ He was in- 
deed, much ruled at first by a very bad minister, Pallas, and at lasf 
was ruled and poisoned by a very bad wife,^ Agrip^ina^ 

VoL I. F 
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were superior in multitude and strength of arms, Eleazaf 
was superior by his situation ; but battles, factions, and 
burnings, were common to them all ; and a great quantity of 
com was consumed by fire. After a while John sent some 
who, under the pretence of offering sacrifice, might slay Elea- 
zar and his body of trdops, which they- did, and got the 
temple under their power. So the city now was parted into 
two factions, until, upon the coming of the Romans, this war 
abroad produced peace between those that were at home. 

Chap. XIII. Such * prodigies had happened as this 
nation, which is superstitious enough in its own way, would 
not agree to expiate by the ceremonies of the Roman re- 
ligion, nor would they atone the gods by sacrifices and 
TOWS, as these used to do on the like occasions. Armies 
were seen to fight in the sky, and their armour looked of a 
bright light colour, and the temple shone with sudden flashes 
of fire out of the clouds. The doors of the temple were 
opened 'on a sudden, and a voice greater than human was 
heard, that the gods were retiring, and at the same time was 
there a great motion perceived, ^s if they were goitg out 
of it, which some esteemed to be causes of terror. T^e 
greater part had a firm belief tliat it was contained in the 
old sacerdotal books, that at this very time the east would 
prevail, and that some that came out of Juded should obtain 
the empire of the world, which obscure oracle foretold Ves- 
pasian and Titus ; but the generality of the common people, 
as usual, indulged their own inclinations, and when they bad 
once interpreted all to forebode grandeur to themselves, ad- 
versity itself could not persuade them to change their minds^ 
though it were from falsehood to truth.f 

We have been informed, that the niunber of the besieged, 
of every age, and of both sexes, male and female, was six 
hundred thousand.| There were weapons for all that could 
carry them, and more than could be expected for their mmir 

* Tliei-e prodigies, and more, are at large in Josepbus, Antiq. B. v1. 
cap. v. sec. 3. 

t This interpretation and reflections are in Joseplius, Antiq. B. 
vi. cap. V. sec 4. 

% The number 600,000 for the besieged is no where in Josephus, 
but is there for the poor buried at the prblic charge, Antiq. B. v. 
cap. xiii. feft. T. which might be about the number of the besieged 
under Ceftius Gallus, though they were many more afterwards at 
Titus's siege, as Josephus implies. Antiq. B. vi. cap.^ix. £ec. 3. 
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b«r were bold enough to do so. The men and the women 
were equally obstinate ; and when they supposed they were 
to be carried captive, they were more afraid of life than 
of death. 

Against this city and nation Titus Cesar resolved to iigirt 
by ramparts and ditches, since the situation of the place did 
not admit of taking it by storm or surprise. He parted the 
duty among the legions ; and there were no farther engage- 
ments, until whatever had been invented for the taking of 
cities by the ancients, or by the ingenuity of the moderns^ 
was got ready. 

ANNAL. BOOK XV. 

Nero, in order to stifle the rumour, [as if he had himself 
set Rome on fire,] ascribed it to those people who were hated 
Cor their wicked practices, and called by the vulgar chris- 
ti€Uis: these he punished exquisitely. The author of this 
iiame was Christy who in the reign of Tiberius was brought 
to punishment by Pontius Pilate the procurator.* For tfee 
present this, pernicious superstition was in part suppressed, 
but it, brake out again, not only over Judea, whence this mis- 
chief first sprang, but in the city of Rome also, whither do 
rim from every quarter and make a noise, all the flagrant 
and shameful enormities. At first, therefore^ those were 
seized who confessed, afterwards a vast multitude were de- 
tected by them, and were convicted, not so much as really 
guilty of setting the city on fire, but as hating all mankind ; nay, 
they made a mock of them as they perished, and destroyed 
them by putting them into the skins of wild beasts, and setting 
dogs upon them to tear them to pieces. Some were nailed to 
crosses, and others flamed to death : they were also used ia 
the night-time instead of torches for illumination. Nero bad *" 
ofi*ered his own gardens for this spectacle. He also gave 
them Circensian games, and dressed himself like a driver of 
a chariot, sometimes appearing among the common people, 
sometimes in the circle itself; whence a commiseration arose, 
though the punishments were levelled at guilty persons, and 
such as deserved to be made the most flagrant examples, as 
if these people were destroyed, not for the pubHc advantage^ 
but to satisfy the barbarous humour of one man. 

• * Tliis passage seems to have been cVirectly taken from Jo^ephu^^'e 
famous testimony concerning Christ and the christians, Antiq, B. 
xviii. cup. ill. sec. 3. of which Dissert. I. before. 
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N. B. Since I have set down all the vile calumnies of Tacitus - 
upon the christians as well as the Jews, it will be proper, 
before I come to my observations, to set down two heathen 
records in their favour, and those hardly inferior in anMqttity^ 
and of much greater authority than Tacitus. I mean Pliny's 
epistle to Trajan, when he was pro-consul of Bythinia, 
with Trajan's answer or rescript to Pliny, cited by Ter- 
tullian, Eusebius, and Jerom. These are records of so 
sjreat esteem with Havercamp, the last editor of Josepbus, 
that he thinks they not only deserve to be rtad, but almost 
t.t) be learned by heari ako. 

PLII^y's EPISTLE TO TRAJAN. 

St^, About A. D. 112. 

It is my constant method to apply myself to you for the 
resolution of all my doubts, for who can better govern my 
dilatory way of proceeding, or instruct my ignorance? I 
have never been present at the examination of the christians 
[by others,] on which account I am unacquainted with what 
uses to be inquired into, and what and how far they use to be 
punished : nor are my doubts small, whether tbere be not a 
distinction to be made between the ages [of the accused,] 
and whether tender youth ought to have the same punish- 
ment with strong men ? whether there be not room for par- 
doir upon repentance ?* or whether it may not be an advan- 
tage to one that had been a christian* that he has forsaken 
Christianity ? whether the bare name,f without any crimes 
besides, or the crimes adhering to that name, be to be pun- 
ished ? In the mean time, I have taken this course about 
thoise who had been brought before me as christians. I asked 
them whether they were christians or not? If they confess- 
ed that they were christians, I asked them again, and a third 
time, intermixing threatenings with the questions: If they 
j^ersevered in their confession, I ordered them to be execu- 

* Till now it seems repentance was not commonly allowed those 
that bad been once chri^ian^, but though they recanted, and re- 
turned to idolatry, yet were they commonly put to death. This was 
l^er ecution in perfection ! 

f This was the just and heavy complaint of the ancient chrlstiaRi, 
that they commonly suffered for that bare name, without the pre- 
tence of any crimes they could prove against thenu This was eAs^ 
persecution in perfection I 



y Google 



DISSERTATION III. U 

ted ;* for I did not doubt but, let tkenr eonrfcssion be of any ' 
sort whatsoever, this positiveness and inflexible obstinacy 
deserved to he punished. There have been some of this 
mad sect whom I took notice of in particular as Roman citi- 
zens, that they might be sent to that city.f After some time, 
as is usual in such examinations, the crime spread itself, 
and many more cases came before me. A libel was sent me, 
though without an author, containing many nanies [of per- 
sons accused.] These denied that they were christians noiv, 
or ever had been. They called upon the gods, and supplica- 
ted to your X image, which I caused to be brought before me 
for that purpose, with frankincense and wine : they also ^ 
cursed Christ : none of which things, as it is said, can any of 
those that are really christians^ be compelled to do ; so I 
thought fit to let them go. Others of them that were named 
in the libel, said they were christians, but presently denied 
it again, that indeed they had been christians, but had ceas- 
ed to be so, some three years, some many more v and one 
there was that said, he had not been so these twenty years. 
All these worshipped your image, and the images of our 
gods : these also cursed Christ. However, they assured me, 
that the main of their fault, or of their mistake, was this, that 
they were wont, on a stated day, to meet together before it 
was light, and to sing an hymn to Christ, as to a god, alter- 
nately ; and to oblige themselves by a sacrament [or oath,] 
not to do any thing that was ill, but that they would com- 
mit no theft, or pilfering, or adultery; that they would 
not break their promises, or deny what was deposited with 
them when it was required back again : after w^hich it was 

• Amaz'ng doctrine ! that a firm and fixed resolution of keeping a 
good conscience should be thought without d spute to deserve death, 
and this by such Comparatively excellent heathens as Pliny and 
Trajan. 

t This was the case of St. Paul, who, being a c't'zen of Rome, was 
allowed to appeaJ unto Cesar, and wii» sent to Rome accordingly, Acts 
xxii, 15—26. XXV. ^5. xxvi. 32. xxvii. 24. 

X Amazing stupidity ! that ttK emperor's iirage, even vbile he 
was alive, s^MiId be allowed capable of divine worship, even by such 
comparatively excellent heathens as PI in 3^ and Trajan I 

i Take here a parallel account oi)t of the martyrdom of Polycarp, 
sec. 9. The proconsul »aid, ** Reproach, Cbriht.^' Polycarp replied, 
"Eighty and six yeats have I now nerved Christ, and he has never 
done me the lea^t wrong ; how then can I biaspheme my King and 
wy Saviour?" 
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fiteir custom to depart, and to meet again at a common but . 
innocent * meal, which yet they had left off upon that edict 
which I published at your command, and wherein I had -for- 
bidden any such conventicles. These examinations made 
me think it necessary to inquire, by torments, what the truth 
was, which I did of two senrant-maids, which were called 
dtttconesaet ; but still I dtscovered no more than that they 
were addicted to a bad, and to an extravagant superstition. 
Hereupon I have put off any further examinations, and have 
recourse to you, for ^be afiair seems to be well worth consul- 
tation, especially on account of the f number of those tbdt 
^re in danger; for there are many of every age, of every 
rank, and of both sexes, which are mrw and hereafter likely 
to be called to account, and to be in danger, for this snpersd- 
-tton is spread- like a contagion, not only in cities and towns^ 
fcut into country villages also, which yet there is reason to 
hope may be stopped and corrected. To be sure, the tem- 
ples, which were almost forsaken, begin already to be fre- 
quented ; and the holy solemnities, which were long inter- 
mitted, begin to be revived. The sacrifices begin to sell well 
every where, of which very few purchasers had of late ap- 
peared ; whereby it is easy to suppose how great a multi- 
tude of men i^ay be amended, if place for repentance be ad- 
mitted.' ^ * 

TRAJAN^S SPISTZ.S JO FLINT. 

My Pliny V you have taken the method which you ought 
in examining the causes of those that had been accused as 
christians, for indeed no certain and general form of judg- 
ing can be ordained in this case. These people are not to 
be sought for; l|iit if they be accused, and convicted, they 
^re to be punished, but with this caution, that he who denies 
himself to be a christian, and makes it plain that he is not 
so by supplicating to our gods, although he had been so 
formerly, may be allowed pardon, upon his repentance. As 
for Mbels sent without an author, they ought to have no place 
in any accusation whatsoever, for that would be a thing of 
very ill example, and not agreeable to my reign. 

* This must nioFt probably be the feast of charily, 
t Some of late are very loth to believe that the christians were nu- 
merous in the second century ; but this is such an evidence that they 
were very nmueixNis, at least in Bythinia, even in the beginning of 
'^t century, as is wholly undeniable* 
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OBSERVATIONS 

»?0K THE PASSAGES TAJKEN OUT OF TACITUS. 

I. We see liere what great regard the best of the Re- 
v^an historians ^f that a^e, Taeitus^ had to the faastory of 
^R>sephu8, while, though he never names him, as he very 
rarely names any of those Rotnan authors whence he derires 
other |»art8 ^f his history, yet does it appear that he refers 
to his seven books of the Jewi^ Wars several times in a very 
lew pages;- and almost always depends on his accounts of 
the aflflalrs of the Romans and Parthians, as weU as of the 
Jews, during no fewer tiian two hundred and forty years^ 
to which those books extend. 

II. Yet does it appear, tiat when he now and then foUow- 
.ed oHier hktoriilns or reports eonceming the Romans, the 
Parthians, or the Jews, during that long ii^rval, he was 
«ommonly mistaken in them, and had^Klttter have kept close 
to Josephus than hearken to any 9f Ills other authors or 
informers. 

III. It also appears h^hly probable that Tacitus had seen 
the Antiquities of Josephus, end knew that the most part 
of the accounts he produced of the origin of the Jevi'ish 
nation entirely contradicted those Antiquities. He also 
could hardly avoid seeing that those accounts contradicted 
one another also, and were childish, absurd, and supported 
by no good evidence whatsoever : as also he eould hardly 
avoid seeing that Josephus's accounts in those Antiquities 
were authentic, substantial, and thoroughly attested to by 
the ancient records of the nation, and of the neighbouring 
nations, which iudeed no one can qow avoid seeing that 
carefully peruses and considers them, 

IV. Tacitus, therefore, in concealing the greatest part of 
the true ancient history of the Jewish nation, which lay be* 
fore him in Josephus, and producing such fabulous, ill-ground^ 
ed, and partial histories, which he had from the heathens^ 
acted a most unfair part: and this procedure of his is here 
the more gross, in regard he professed such great impartiality, 
Hist. B. i. cap. i. and is allowed to have observed that im-* 
partiality in the Roman affairs also. 

V. Tacitus's hatred and contempt of God's peculiar peo- 
ple, the Jews, and his attachment to the grossest idolatry, 
superatitioiH and astral fi&tality of the RomdoSf were therfe- 
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fore so strong in him as to overbear all restraints of sober 
reason and equity in the case of those Jews, though he be 
allowed so exactly to have followed them on other OGcasions 
relating to the Romans. 

VI. Since therefore Taeitns Wbb so bitter against the Jews, 
and since he knew that Christ was a Jew himself, and that 
his Apostles and first followers were Jews, and also knew 
that the christian religion was derived into the Roman pro<> 
vinces from Judea, it is'no wonder thsct this hatred and eon- 
tempt of the Jews extended itsself to the christians also, 
whom the Romans usually confounded with thi Jews: 4is 
therefore his hard words of the Jews appears to have been 
generally groundless, and hm-t his own reputation instead 
of theirs, so ought we to esteem his alike hard words of th^ 
christians to be blots on his own character, and not on theirs. 

VII. Since therefore Tacitus^ soon after the pnblication 
of Josephus's Antiquities, and in contradiction to them^ was 
determined to produce such idle stories about the Jews, and 
since one of those idle stories is much the same with that 
published in Josephus against Apion, from Manetho and Ly- 
simachus, and no where else met with so fully in all antiqui- 
ty, it is most probable that these Antiquities of Josephus 
were the very occasion of Tacitus giving us these stories, as 
we know from Josephus himself, contr, Apion, B. i. sec. I* 
that the same Antiquities were the very occasion of Apion's 
publication of his equally scandalous stories about them, and 
which Josephus so thoroughly confuted in his two books- 
written against them. And if Tacitus, as I suppose, had also 
read these two books, his procedure in publishing such sto- 
ries, after he had seen so thorough a confutation of them, 
was still more Ughly criminal. Nor will Tacitu^^s fault be 
much less, though we suppose he neither saw the Antiqui- 
ties, nor the books against Apion, because it was so veiy 
easy for him, then at Rome, to have had morejiuthentic ac- 
counts of the origin of the Jewish nation, and of the nature 
of the Jewish' and christian religions, from^ the Jews and 
christians themselves, which he owns were very numerous 
there in his days: so that his publication of such idle stories 
Is still utterly inexcusable. 

VIII. It is therefore very plain, after all, that notwith- 
*fltandiog the encomiums of several of our learned critics 

upon Tacitus, and hard suspicions upon Josephus, that all 
Ihe [involuntary] mistakes of Josephus^ in all bia hirge works 
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put togeUier, their qualihfy as well as quanUtyf coosidered, 
do not amount to near 6o great a sum as do these gross er- 
rors and misrepresentations of Tacitus's about the J^ews 
amount to in a few pages, so little reason have s6me of our 
later and lesser critics to prefer the G^eek and Roman pro- 
fane historians and writers to the Jewish, and particularly to 
Josephus. Such later and lesser critics should have learned 
more judgment and modesty from their great father Joseph 
Sealiger^ when, as we have seen, after all his deeper inqui- 
ries, he solenmly pronoi|nces, Ve Emend. Tamjp. Prolegom, 
p. 17. That *^ Josephus was the most diligent and the great- 
est lover of truth of all writers ;^' aqd is not afraid to afinrm, 
that '* it it more safe to believe him, not only as to the affairs 
of the Jews» but idso as to those that are A^reign to them, 
than all tha Greek and I<atin writersi and this beeauaa 
his. fidelity and campast of laaraiag are a very where coa- 
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OF tHB JEWISH WEIGHTS AND MEASURES, PARTICULARLY OP 
THOSE MENTIONED IN JOSEPttUs'S WORKS. 



OF THE JEWISH MEASU^JSS OF LENGTH. 



Inchei* 

Cubit, the standard, ....;. 21 . . 

Zereth^ or large span, 10| . 

Sraall span, • . 7 . 

Palm, or handVbreadth, 3j , 

Inch, or thumb's-breadth, .«..,.. 1,16 

Digit, or fingerVbreadtb, ,875 

Orgyia, or fathom, 84 . . 

Ezekiel's Canneb, or reed, 126 . . 

Arabian Canneb, or pole, 168 . . 

Schaenus, line, or chain, 1680 . . 

Sabbath-day's journey, 42000 . . 

Jewish mile, 84000 . . 

Stadium, or furlong, i 8400 . . 

Parasang, 252000 . . 



..19 



. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

, . 7 

. 10 

. 14 

140 

3500 

7000 

700 

21000 









6 





OF THE JEWISH MEASURES OF CAPACITY, 



Cm6. 

Bath; or Epha, • 807 

Corns, or C homer, .... 8072 

Seah, or Saton, S69 

Ditto, according to Joseph us, 828 

Hin, 134 

Ditto, aceording.to Josephus, 414 

Omer, or Assaron, 80 

Cab, 44 

I^og, 11 

Metretes, or Syrian firkin, 207 



Inehti. 


Pinti or Pounds, 


,274 . . 


. 37 ,83 


,74 . . 


. 278 ,3 


,091 . . 


9 ,266 


,28 . . 


. 28 ,3 


,54 . . 


. 4 ,4633 


,12 . . 


. 14 ,3 


,727 . . 


. 2 ,78 


,859 . . 


. 1 ,5U 


,21 . . 


. ,39 ' 




. 7 ,125 
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JEWISH WEIGHTS, &c. 
OF THE JEWISH WEIGHTS AND COINS. 

.£ *. 
Stater, Siclus, or shekel of the sanctuary, the 

standard, .- ^ S 

Tyrian Coin, equal to the shekel, ........ £ 

Bekah, half of the shekeh, ....» 1 

Drachma Attica, one fourth,^ 

Drachoaa Alexandrina, or Darcbmon, or Adarch- 

mon, one half, 1. 

Gerah, or O bolus, one twentieth, 

Maneh, orMna — 100 shekels in weight — 21900 

grains Troy. 
Maneh, Mna, or Mina, as a coin, — 60 shekels, 7 10 

Talent of silver,— 3000 shekels, 375 

Drachma of gold mot more than ......<<.. 1 

Shekel of gold not more than 4 

Daric of gold, . • r 1 

Talent of gold not more than 648 
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Ct THE NAMES OF THE JElTISH MONTHS IN JOSEPHlTS AND 

OTHERS, WITH THE STROMACEDONIAK NAMES JOBEPHTTS 

CITES THEM, AND OF THE JVLIAN OR BOMAN 

MONTHS COBBBSPONDING TO THEM. 



Hebrew Karnes* Syromacedonian Namet* 



1. Nisan 


Xanthicus 


£. Jyar 


Artemisius 


8. Sivan 


Daesius 


4. Tamuz 


Panemus 


5. Ab 


Lous 


6. Elul 


Gorpiaeus 


7. Tifri 


Hyperfoeretaeus 


8. Marhesvan Dius 


9. Cafleu 


Apellaeus 


10. Tebeth 


Audinaeus 


11. Shebat 


Peritius 


12. Adar 


Dystrus 


Ve Adar, 


or 


The second Adar, intercalated. 



Reman Natnee* 

March and April. 
April and May. 
May and June. 
June and July. 
July and August. 
August and September. 
September and October. 
October and November. 
November and December. 
December and January. 
January and February. 
February and March. 
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PREFA*CE. 

^ 1. * Those who undertake to write histories do not, f 
perceive, take that trouble on one and the same account, but 
for many reasons, and those such as are very different one 
from another ; for some of them apply themselves to this part 
of learning to show their great skill in composition, and that, 
they may therein acquire a reputation for speaking finely ^ 
others of them there are who write histories in order to gra- 
tify those that happen to be concerned in them, and on that 
account have spared no pains, but rather gone beyond their 
own abilities in the performance ; but others there are, who of 
necessity, and by force, are driven to write history, because 
they were concerned in the facts, and so cannot excuse them- 
selves for committing them to writing, for the advantage of 
posterity ; nay, there are' not a few who aire induced to draw 
their historical facts out of darkness into light, and to produce 
them for the benefit of the public, on account of the great im- 
portance of the facts themselves with which they have been 
concerned. Now of these several reasons for writing history, 
I must prof<i6S the two last were my own reasons also : for 
since I was myself interested in that war which we Jews had 
with the Romans, and knew myself its particular actions, and 
what conclusion it had, I was forced to give the history of it, 
because I saw that others perverted the truth of those ac- 
tions in their writings. 

2. Now I have undertaken the present work, as thinking 
it will appear to all the f Greeks worthy of their study; for 
it will contain all our antiquities, and the constitution of our 
government, as interpreted out of the Hebrew scriptures. 
And indeed! did formerly intend, when I fwrote of the war, 
to explain who the Jews originally were ; what fortunes they 
had been subject to ; and by what Tifgislfctor they had been 

* This preface of Jofephus's is excellent in its kind, and highly 
worthy the repeated peruf;al of the reader, before he set about the 
pernsat of the work itself. 

t That is, all the Gentiles, both Greeks and Romans. 

X We may seasonably note here, that JosephuF wrote his seven 
books of the Jewish War long before he wrote these his Antiquities. 
Thitse books of the War were published about A. D, 75, and these 
Antiquities, A. B. 9^, about eighteen years later. 
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initructed in piety, and the exercises of other Tirtues ; what 
wars also they had made iA remote ages, till they were un- 
willingly en^iged in t)us last with the Romans : but because 
this woric would take up a gr jat compass, I separated it into 
a set treatise by itself, with a beginning of its own, apd its 
own conclusion ; but in pf#cess of time, as usually happens 
to such as undertake great things, I grew weary, and went on 
slowly, it being a large subject, and a difficult thing to trans- 
late our history into a foreign, and, to us, unaccustomed lan- 
guage. However, some persons there were who desired tif 
know our history, and so exhorted me to go on with it; and 
above all the rest ^Epaphroditus, a man who is a lover of all 
kind of learning, but is principally delighted with the know- 
ledge of history, and on this account of his having been 
himself concerned in great affairs, and many turns of fortune, 
and having shown a wonderful vigoiu* of an excellent nature, 
and an immoveable virtuous resolution in them all, I yielded 
to this man's persuasions, who always excites such as have 
abilities in what is useful and acceptable, to join their endea- 
vours with his. ' I was also ashamed myself to permit any 
' laziness of disposition to have a greater influence upon me 
than the delight of taking pains in such studies as were very 
useful ; I thereupon stirred up myself, and went on with my 
work more cheerfully. Besides the foregoing motives, I had 
others which I greatly reflected on ; and these were, that 
our forefathers were willing to conununicate such things to 
others ; and that some of the (Greeks took considerable pains 
to know the affairs of our nation. 

3. I found, therefore, that the second of the Ptolemies 
. was a king wh<^ was extraordinary diligent in what concern- 
'ed learning, and the collection of books ; that he was also 
peculiarly ambitious to procure a translation of our law, and 
of the constitution of our government therein contained, intp 
the Greek tongue. Now Eleazer the high-priest, one not 
inferior to any other of that dignity among us, did not envy 
the fore-named king the participation of that advantage, 
which otherwise he would for certain have denied him, but 

* This Epaphroditus was certainly alive in the third vear of Tra- 
jan, A. D. 1<K). See the note on Antio. B. i. against Apion, fee. i. 
Who he was we do not know ; for as to Epaphrodituf, the freed man 
of Nero, and afterwards Domitian's seoretaiy, who was put to death 
by Domitian in the lith or 15th year of his reign, he could not be 
alive in the third of Trajan* 
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tliat lie knfew the custom of our nation was to hinder nothing. 
of what we esteemed ourselves frooa being communicated 
to others. Accordingly, I thought it became me, both to 
imitate the generositjr of our high-priest, and to suppose 
there might eren now be many lorers of learning like the 
king ; for he did not obtain all our writings at that time ; but 
those who were sent to Alexandria as interpreters gave him. 
only the books of the law, while there were a vast number 
of ofiier matters in our sacred books. They indeed contain 
in them the history of five thousand yean ; in which tioM 
happened many strange accidents, many chances of war^ 
and great actions of the commanders, and mutations of the 
form of our goTcmment. Upon the whole, a man that will 
peruse this history, may principally learn from it, that all 
events sueceeded well, even to an incredible degree, and the 
reward of felicity is pr6posed by God ; but then it is to those 
that follow his will, and do not venture to break his excel- 
lent laws ; and that so far as men any way apostatize from 
the accurate observation of them,^ what was practicable be- 
fDre becomes impracticable ; and whatsoever they set about 
as a good thing, is converted into an incurable calamity. And 
now I exhort all those that peruse Uiese books to apply their 
minds to €U>d; and to examine (he mind of our legislator, 
whether he hath not understood his nature in a manner wor- 
thy of him, and hath not ever ascribed to him such opera- 
tions as become his power, and hath not preserved his writings 
from those indecent fables which others have framed, al- 
though, by the great distance of time when he lived, he might 
have securely forged sudi lies ; for he lived two thousand 
years ago : at which vast distance of ages the poets them- 
selves have not been so hardy as to fix even the generations 
of their gods, much less the acdons of their men, or their own 
laws. As I proceed, therefore, I shall accurately describe 
what is contsdned in our records, in the order of time that 
belongs to them ; for I have aJready premised so to do 
throughout this undertaking, and this without adding any 
thing to what b therein tiontainedi or taking away any thing 
therefrom. - , 

4. But because: almost all our constitution depends on t^ 
yrisdoin of Moses, our legislator, I cannot avoid saying some* 
what concerning hun beforehand, though I shall do it brieily ; 

• Josepbu? hei-e plamly alludes to the fauiou'^ Greek proverb, Tf 
Ood d< with MS, $nry th^ (fiat U impotstbfi ktcmrm f9$9ikli, 

Q2 
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I mean, because otherwise those that read mj booWmajF 
wonder how it came to pass that my discourse, which pro- 
mises an account of laws and historical facts, contains so 
much of philosophy. The reader is therefore to know, that 
Hoses deemed it exceeding necessary that he who would 
conduct his own life well, and give laws to others, in the 
first place should consider the divine nature ; and upon the 
contemplation of God's operations, should thereby imitate 
the best of all patterns, so far as it is possible for human 
nature to do, and to endeavour to follow after it; neither 
could the legislator himself have a right mind without such 
a contemplation ; nor would any thing he should write ten4 
to the promotion of virtue in his readers ; I mean,- unless 
they be taught first t>f all, that God is the Father and Lor4 
ef all things, and sees all things, and that thence he foe* 
«toW8 an happy life upon those that follow him ; but plunges 
such as do not walk in the paths of virtue in inevitable mise- 
ries. Now when Moses was desirous to teach this lesson te 
his countrymen, he did not begin the establishment of hia 
laws after the same manner Uiat other le^slators did; I 
mean, upon contracts, and other rights between one man and 
another, but by raising their minds upwards to regard Qo&^ 
Wfkd his creation of the world; and by persuading them, that 
we men are the most excellent of the creatures of God upon 
earth. Now when once he had brought them to submit to 
religibn, he easily persuaded them to submit in all other 
things : for as to other legislators, they followed fables, and 
by their discourses transferred the most reproachful of hu» 
man vices unto the gods, and so afforded wicked men the 
most plausible excuses for their crimes ; but as for our legis- 
lator, when he had onee demonstrated that God wa? possess- 
ed of perfect virtue, hs supposed that men also ought to 
strive after the participation of it; and on those who did not 
so think, and so believe, he inflicted the severest punishments. 
I exhort, therefore, my readers to examine this whole under* 
taking in that view: for thereby it will appear to them» that 
there is nothing therein disagreeable either to the majesty 
ef God, or to his love to mankind ; for all things have here 
a reference to the nature of theoiniverse ; while our legisla- 
tor sped^s some things wisely, but enigmatically, and others 
under a decent aUegory, but still e]^laitis such things as re- 
ared a direct explication plainly aod expressly. However^ 
"Qiottt^i^lliit A maA t9 boow the reas<^ of every thinSv 
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wtOLj find here a rery curious philosophical theary, which I 
now indeed shall waive the explication of; but if God afford 
me time for it, * I will set about writing it after I have finish- 
ed the present work. I shall now betake myself to one 
history before me, after I have first mentioned what Moses 
says of tiie creation of the world, which I find described in 
tlM sacred books afker the manner following. 

* As to this intencle<l work of Josephus's conoerning the reasons 
of many of the <ewish laws, and what philosophical or ailegorical 
sense they would bear, the lost* of which work is by some of the 
learned not much regretted, I am iDclinable. in part, to Fabricius's 
opinion^", op. Havercamp, p. 6S, 64. That ** we need not doubt but. 
•luong some vain and frigid conjectures derived from Jewish iniagi- 
BStions. Josephus would have taught us a greater number of excel- 
lent and useful things, which perhaps nol^dy, neither among the 
Jews nor among the 'christians, can now inform as sf ; 8t that I 
wsnld give a great deal to find it stiU extant.^ 
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ANTIQUITIES OP THE JEWS. 

BOOK L 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OP S833 YEARS. 
[From iht CreMion to the death of IsAic] 

CHAP. I. 

Tht consHtutton of Hie World, and the disposition <{fthe Elt- 
ments, 

^ 1. In the beginning tiod created the heaven and the 
earth. But when the earth did not come into sight, but' was 
co?ered with thick darkness, and a wind moved upon its sur- 
&ce, God coxnniandedthattiierc should be light: and when 
that was made, he considerered the whole mass, and separa* 
ted the light and the darkness ; and the name he gave to the 
one w^JSTtghty and the other he called Day : and he named 
the beginning of light, and the time of rest, the Evening and 
the doming*. And this was indeed the Jirsi day. But Mo- 
ses said*it was one day: the cause of which I ani able to give 
even now ; but because I have promised to give such reasons 
for all things in a treatise by itself, I shall put oflf its exposi> 
tion till that time. After this, on the second day, he placed 
the heaven over the whole world, and separated it from the 
other parts, and he determined it should stand by itself. He 
also placed a crystaline [firmament] round it, and put it to- 
gether in a manner agreeable to the earth, and fitted it for 
giving moisture and rain, and for afibrding the advantage of 
dews. On the third day he appointed the dry land to ap- 
pear, with the sea itself round about it ; and on the very 
tame day he made the plants and the seeds to spring out of 
the earth. On the fourth day he adorned the heaven with 
the sun, the moon„ and the other stars, and appointed them 
their motions and courses, that the vicissitudes of the seasons 
might be clearly signified. And on the fifth day he produced 
the living creatures, both those that swim, and those that 
fly ; the former m the tea, the latter in the air: he also sort-^ 
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edthem at to society, and mixture for procreation, and that 
their kinds might increase and multiply. On the sixth day 
lie created the foar* footed beasts, and made them male an|l 
female : on the same day he also formed man. Accordingly 
Moses says, that in just six days the world and all that is 
therein Was made. And that the seventh day was a rest, and 
a release from the labour of such operations; whence it is 
that we celebrate a rest from our labours on that day, an4 
call it the Sahh<Uhi which word denotes rest in^the Hebrewc 
tongue. 

«. Moreover Moses, after the seventh day was over,* be- 
gins to talk philosophically ; and concerning the formation 
•f man, says. That God took dust from the ground, and form- 
ed t man, and inserted in him a spirit and a soul. This mam 
„was called Adam, which in the Hebrew tongue signifies one 
that is redy because he was formed out of rtd earth com- 
pounded together; for of that kind is virgin and true earth. 
God- also presented the living creatures, when he had made 
them, according to their kinds, both male and female, to 
Adam, and gave them those names by which they are still 
called. But when he saw that Adam had no female com* 
panion, nOcSociety, for there was no such created, and that 
he wondered at the other animals which were male and fe- 
male, he laid him asleep, and took away one of his ribs, and 
out of it formed the woman ; whereupon Adam knew her 
when she was brought to him, and acknowledged that she 
was made out of himself. Now a woman is called in the 

* Since Jofcphup, in his preface, pec. 4. fays that' Mofes wrote 
some things enigmatically^ some allegorlcally^ and the re^t in piain 
words ; since in his account of the first chapter of Genesis, and the 
three fir>t verses of the second, he gives us no hints of any my.'^tery 
at all; but when he here comes to ver. 4, &c. he says, that Mose*, 
after the seventh day was over, began to talk philotophieally, it is 
not very improbable that he understood the rest of the recond and 
the third chapters in some enigmatical^ allegorical, or philosophical 
senFe. The change of the name of God, just at this place, from 
Elohim to Jehovah Elohim ; from God to Lord God in the Hebrew, 
Sarraritan, and Septuagint, does also not a little favour some snck 
change in the narration or construction. 

t We may observe here, that Jof ephus supposed man to be com- 
pounded of spirit, fOuI, and body, with St. Paul, 1 Thess. v. 23. an^ 
the re^'t of the ancients; he elsewhere Fays also, that the blood of 
animalB was forbidden to be eaten, as having in it soul and spirit 
Anti<|. B. iii. chap. xt. sec. ^^ 
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Hebrew tongue hsa ; but the name of thia woman was Bve^ 
idiich signifies the Mother of ail living. 

3. Moses says further, that God phmted a paradise in the 
Bast, flourishing with all sorts of trees ; and that among them 
was tiie Tree of Life, and another of Knoxdedge, whereby was 
to be known what was Good and EvU : and that when he 
had brought Adam and his wife into this garden, he com- 
Aianded them to take care of the plants. Now the garden 
Was watered by * one river, which ran round about the 
whole earth, and was parted into four parts. And Phison, 
which denotes a multitude, running into India, makes its exit 
into the sea, and is by the Greeks called Ganges. . Euphrates 
also, as well as Tigris, goes down into the f Red Sea. Now 
the name Euphrates, or Phrath, denotes either a dispersion 
•r a Jttoer : by Tigris, or Diglath, is signified what is swift 
toiih narroumess : and Geon runs through Egypt, and denotes 
what arises from the East, which the Greeks call JSTUe, 

4. God therefore commanded that Adam and his wife 
should eat of all the rest of the plants, but to abstain from the 
Tree of Knowledge ; and foretold them, that if they touched 
it, It would piOYe their destruction. But while all the living 
creatures had X OQ^ language at that time, the Serpent, 

* Whence thif strange notion came, which yet is not peculiar to 
Jbiephiis, bat. as Dr. Hud en says here, is derivod from eider an* 
thors, as if four of the greatest rivers in the world, running two of 
them at vast distances from the other two, by some means or other 
watered Paradise, h hard to say. Only ^ince Josephus has already 
appeared to alUgorize this history, and takes notice ihat these four 
names had a particulaF si^ification ; Phison for Ganges, a MuHu 
iude ; Phrath for Euphrates, either dispersion or a flower i I>ig;ath 
ior Tigris, whcU is swtfi wUh narrovmess; and Geon for Nile, which 
arises frsm the East, we perhaps mistake him when we suppose he 
literally means those four rivers ; eepecia!ly as to Geon or Nile, 
which arises from the East, while he very well knew the literal Nile 
arises from the South ; though what further allegoric^ gense he had 
in view, is now, I fear, impossible to be deteririned. 

t By the Red Sea U not here meant the Arabian Gulf, which 
nlone we now call by that name, but all that JSouth Sea, which in- 
cluded the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf, as far as the East Indies; 
at Roland and Hudson here truly note from the old geographers. 

f Hence it appears, that Jopephns thought peveral, at least, of 
the brute animals, particularly the Serpent, could speak before the 
Vail. And I think few of the more perfect kinds of those animals 
waoi the organs of speech at this day. Many inducements there 
are also to a notion that the present state they are in b not their 
^rifianl stnte ; and that their capacities have been once much great* 
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yvhich then lived together with Adam and his wife, showed 
an envious disposition, at his supjposal'of their living happily, 
and in obedience to the commands of God ; and imagining, 
that when they disobeyed them, they would fall into calami- 
ties, he persuaded the woman, out of a malicious intention, to 
taste of the Tree of Knowledge, telling them that in that tree 
was the Knowledge of Good and Evil; which knowledge, 
when they should obtain, they woukl lead an happy life, 
nay, a life not inferior to that of a god : by which means he 
overcame the woman, and persuaded her to despise the com- 
mand of God* Now when she had tasted of that tree, and 
was pleased with its fruits, she persuaded Adam to make use 
of it also. Upon this they perceived that they were become 
naked to one another ; and being ashamed thus to appear 
abroad, they invented somewhat tb cover them, for the tree 
sharpened their understanding ; and they covered them- 
selves with fig-leaves, and tying these before them, oat of 
modesty, they thought they were .happier than they were 
before, as they had discovered what they were in want of. 
But when God came into the garden, Adam, who was wont 
before to come and converse with him, being conscious of 
his wicked behaviour, went out of the way. This behaviour 
surprised God ;, and he asked what was the cause of this hi8 
procedure ? and why he, that before delighted in that conver- 
sation, did now fly fVom it, and avoid it ? when he made no 
reply, as conscious to himself that he had transgressed die 
command, of God, God said, " I had before determined 
about you both, how you might lead an happy life, without 
any affliction, and care, and vexation of soul ; and that all 
things which might contribute to your exr|oyment and plea- 
sure should grow up, by my providence, of their own accord, 
without your own labour or pains-taking ; which state of la- 
bour and paiBS-taking would soon bring on old age, and de&tli 

er than we now see them, and afe capable of being restored to thei^ 
former condition. Bat as to this most ancient and authentic, and 
nrobably allegorical account of that grand affair of the fall, of oar 
first parents, I have somewhat more to say in way of conjeotnre; 
\nt being only a conjecture, I omit it: only thus far, that the im- 
putation of the sin of our first parents to their posterity, any furr 
ther than as some way the cause or occasion of man's mortality, 
teems almost entirely groundless ; and that both man, and the other 
subordinate creatures, are hereafter to be delivered from the curse 
then brought upon them, and at last to be delivered from that bonr 
doge tf corruption* Rom. viii* 19«-22. 
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would not be at any remote distance : but now thoiy hast 
abused this my good will> and hast disobeyed my commands ; 
for thy silence is not the sign of thy virtue, but of thy evil 
conscience." However, Adam excused his sin, and entreat- 
ed God not to be angry at him, and laid the blame of what 
was done upon his wife ; and. said, that he was deceived by 
her, and thence became an offender ; while she again accused 
the Serpent. But God allotted him punishment, because he 
weakly submitted to the counsel of his wife; and said, the 
ground should not henceforth yield its fruits of its own ac- 
cord, but that when it should be harassed by their labour, it 
should bring forth some of its fruits, and refuse to bring forth 
others. He also made Eve liable to the inconveniency of 
breeding, and the sharp pains of bringing forth children, and 
this because she persuaded Adam with the same arguments 
wherewith the Serpent had persuaded her, and had thereby 
brought him into a calamitous condition. He also deprived 
the Serpent of speech, out of indignation at hjs malicious dis- 
position towards Adam. Besides this, he inserted poison 
under his tongue, and made him an enemy to men : and 
suggested to them that they should direct their strokes 
against his head, that being the place wherein lay his mis- 
chievous designs towards men, and it being easiest to take 
vengeance on him that way : and when he had deprived him 
of the use of his feet, he made him to go rolling all along, 
and dragging himself upon the ground. And when God had 
appointed these penalties for tliem, he removed Adam and 
Eve out of the garden into another place. 



CHAP. H. 

Concerning the posterity ofJidwrnn, andtlie ten generations from 
him to the Deluge. 

^ 1. An AH and Eve had two sons ; the elder of them was 
named Cain., which name, when it is interpreted, signifies a 
possession. The younger was Ahel, which signifies sorrow. 
They had also daughters. Now the two brethren were 
pleased ^ith different courses of life ; for Abel, the younger, 
was a lover of righteousness, and believing that God was 
present at all his actions, he excelled in virtue ; and his em- 
ployment was that of a bhepherd. But Cain was not only 
very wicked in other respects, but was wholly intent upon 

Vol. I. H 
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getting ; and he first contrived to plough the ground. He 
slew his brother on the occasion following : They bad resolv- 
ed to sacrifice to God : now Cain brought the fruits of the 
earth, and of his husbandry ; but Abel brought milk, and the 
first fruits of his fiocks : but * God was more delighted with 
the latter oblation, when he was honoured with what grew 
naturally of its own accord, than he was with what was the 
invention of a covetous man, and gotten by forcing the 
^ ground ; whence it was that Cain was very angry that Abel 
was preferred by God before bun, and he slew his brother, 
and hid his dead body, thinking to escape discovery. But God, 
knowing what had been done, came to Cain, and asked him. 
What was become of his brother ? because he had not seen 
him of many days, whereas he used to observe them con- 
versing together at other times. But Cain was in doubt with 
'himself, and knew not what answer to give God. At first 
he said, that he was himself at loss about his brother's dis- 
appearing ; but when he was provoked by God, who pressed 
him vehemently, as resolving to know what the matter was, 
he replied, He was not his brother's guardian or keeper, nor 
was he an observer of what he did. But in return God con- 
victed Cain, as having been the murderer of his brother : and 
said, " I wonder at thee, that thou knowest not what is be- 
come of a man whom thou thyself hast destroyed-^' God 
therefore did not inflict th€ punishment [of deatli] uponhira,' on 
account of his ofiering sacrifice, and th(5reby making suppli- 
cation to him not to be extreme in his wrath to him, .but he 
made him accursed, aiid threatened his posterity in the se- 
venth generation. He also cast him, together with his wife, 
out of that land. And when he was afraid that injwander- 
ing about he should fall among wild beasts, and by that 
means perish, God bid him not to entertain such a melancho- 
ly suspicion, and to go over all the earth without fear of what 
mischief he might suffer from wild bieasts; and setting a 
mark upon him, that he might be known, Yw commanded 
him to depart. 

* St. John's account of the reason why God accepted- the Micri- 
fice of Abel, and rejected that of Cain: as also why Cain slew 
Abel, on account of that his acceptance with Gt)d, is much better 
than this of Josephus's; I ifiean, because Cain was of the evil cmc, 
and slew his hrQlhtr. And uhtrtfort slew he hivi 7 Because his otcn 
icorks uere'cvil, and his brother's righteous, job lii. 12. Josephus's 
reason seems to be no better than a Pharisaical notion or tradition. 
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S. And when Cain had travelled over many* countries, he, 
with his wife, built a city, named Abrf, which is a place so 
called, and there he settled his abode ; where also he had 
children. However, he did not accept of his punishment in 
order to amendment, but to increase his wickedness, for he 
only aimed to procure every thing that was for his own bodi- 
ly pleasure, though it obliged him to be injurious to his neigh- 
bours. He augmented his household substance with much 
wraith by rapine ani violence ; he excited his acquaintance 
to procure pleasure and spoils by robbery, and became a 
great leader of men into wicked courses: He also introdu- 
ced a change in that way of simplicity wherein men lived be- 
fore ; and was the author of measures and weights: and 
whereas they lived innocently and generously while they knew 
nothing of such arts, he changed the world into cunning ciafti- 
ness. He first of all set boundaries about lands : he built a 
city, and fortified it with walls, and he compelled his family 
to come together to it; and called that city Enoch, after the 
name of his eldest son Enoch. Now Jared was the son of 
Enoch ; whose son was Malaleel ; whose son was Mathusa- 
la ; whose son was Lamech ; who had seventy-seven chil- 
dren by two wives, Silla and Ada. Of those children by 
Ada, one was Jabal : he erected tents, and loved the life of 
a shepherd.^ But Jubal, who was born of the same mother 
with him, exercised himself in * music; and invented the 
psaltery and harp. But Tubal, one of his children by the 
other wife, exceeded all men in strength, and was very ex- 
pert and famous in martial performances. He procured 
what tended to pleasures of the body by that method ; and 
first of all. invented the art of making brass. Lamech vwas 
also the father of a daughter, whose name was Naamah ; and 
because he was so skilful in matters of divine revelation, that 
he knew he was to be punished for Cain's murder of his bi*o- 
ther, he made that known to his wives. Nay, even while 
Adam was alive, tt came to pass that the posterity of Cain 
became exceeding wicked, every one successively dying one 
after another more wicked than the former. They were in- 
tolerable in war, and vehement in robberies; and if any one 
were slow to murder people, yet was he bold in his profli- 
gate behaviour, in acting unjustly, and doing injuries for gain. 

* Froni this Jubal, not improbably, came Jobel, the trumpet of 
Jo6(7, or Jubilee, that large and loud musical instrument, used in 
Ijro.laimin^ the liberty, at the Year of Jubilee* 
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3. Now Adam, who was the first man, ti»d made out of 
l^e earth, (for our discourse must now be about him,) after 
Abel w^as slain, and Cain fled away, on account of his mur- 
d(>r, was solicitous for posterity, and had a Tehement desire 
of children, he being two hundred and thirty years old j after 
which time he lived other seven hundred, and then died. 
He had indeed * many other children, but Seth in particular. 
As for the rest, it would be tedious to name them ; I will 
therefore only endeavour to give an adcount of those that 
proceeded from Seth. Now this Seth, when he was brought 
lip, and came to those years in which he could discern what 
was good, he became a virtuous man ; and a^ he was himself 
of an excellent character, -so did he leave f children behind 
him who imitated his virtues. All these proved to be of 
i^ood dispositions. They also inhabited the same country 
without dissensions, and in an happy cohdition, without any 
misfortunes falhng upon them, till they died. They also 
were the inventors of that peculiar sort of wisdom which is 
concerned with the heavenly bodies, and their order. And 
that their inventions might not be lost before they were suf- 
ficiently known, upon Adam's prediction that the woHd Was 
to be destroyed at one time by the for^e of /re, and at ano- 
ther lime by the violence and quantity of water, they made 
[ two pillars ; the one of brick, the other of stone : they in- 
scribed their discoveries on them both, that in case the pillar 

* The number of Adam's children, as 5«ys the old tradition, was 
l!ih ty-three souk, and twenty-three daughters. 

t What is hwe taid of Seth and his posterity, that they were very 
i^ood and virtuous, and at the same time very happy, without any 
tonsiderable misfurtwnes for ?even generations, [see chap. ii. sec. 1. 
before, and chap. iii. sec. 1. hereafter,] is exactly agreeable to the 
state of the world, and the conduct of providence, in all the fii^t 
age?. 

X Of JofccphusVmi^takeliere, when he took Seth, the fon of Adam, 
for Seth or Se>:oitri5, king of Hgypt, the erectorof these pillarf? in tlie 
land of Siriad^ see Es^ay on the Old Testament, Appendix, p. 159, 
160. Although the main of this resolution might be true, and Adam 
might foretell a confta<rratiGn, and a deluge^ which all. antiquity wit- 
iiefises to be an ancient tradition ; nay, Seth's pof-terity might engrave 
their inventions in aptronomy on two pillars, yet it is no way credi- 
We that tliey could survive the deluge, which has buried all such 
pillars and edifices far under ground, in the sediment qf its waters, 
cFpecially since the like pillar* of the Egyptian Seth or Sesostris 
were extant, after tlj*e ilood, iathe land of SirSad, and pcrfiaps in the 
days of Joifepbus also, as is rhown in th« plac* bare referred to. 
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of brick sboald be destroyed by the fiood, the pillar of stone 
might remain, and exhibit tiiose diseoreries to mankind ; and 
alsainform them that there was another pillar of brick erect- 
ed by them. Now this remains in the land of Siriad to this 
day. 



CHAP. in. 

Concerning the Flood; and after what manner AoaTi ica^ saved 
in the ark, with his kindred, and aftenoards dwelt in the 
plain of Shinar, 

^1. Now this posterity of Seth continued to esteem God 
as the Lord of the universe, and to liave an entire regard to 
virtue for seven generations; but in pi*ocess of time tliey 
were perverted, and forsook the practices of their forefeithers, 
and did neither pay those honours to God which were ap- 
pointed them, nor. had they any concern to do justice towards, 
men ; but for what degree of zeal they had formerly shown 
for vjrtue, they now showed by their actions a double degree 
of wickedness ; whereby they made God to be their enemy. 
For many* angels of God accompanied with women, and be- 
^tsons that proved unjust, and devisers of all that was good, 
on account of the confidence they had in their own strength ; 
fpr the tradition is, that these men did what resembled the 
acts of those whom the Grecians call Giants, But Noah 
was very uneasy at what they did ; and being displeased at 
their conduct, persuaded them to change their dispositions^ 
and their acts, for the better : but seeing they did not yield 
to him, but were slaves to their wicked pleasures, he was 
afraid they would kill him, together with his wife and childi'en, 
and those they had married ; so he departed out of that land, 
2. Now God loved this man for his righteousness ; yet he 
not only condemned those other men for their wickedness, 
but determined to destroy t4ie whole race of njankiod, and 
to make another race that should be pure from wickedness, 
and cutting short their lives, and making their years not so- 
many as they formerly lived,t one hundred and twenty only, 

* This notion, that the fallen angels were, in. some sense, the fa- 
thers of the old Giants, was the constant opinion of antiquity. 

t Josephus here supposes that tlie life of thej e Giantf , for of them 
only do Innder^'tand him, was now reduced to one hundrer^aiid twen- 
ty years ; which is confirmed by the fragment of Enoch, «ec. io, Iv 
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he turned the dry land iota sea ; aad thua w«re all these men 
de<itroyed : but Noah alone wassaTed; for God su^ested t» 
him the foUowttig contrivance and way of escape ; that he 
•hould make an ark of four stories highy ^ree hundred * cu- 
bits long, fifty cubits^hroad, and thirty cubits high. Accojrd- 
ingly he entered into that ark, and iiis wife, and sons, and 
their wires ; and put into it not only other provi^ons, te sup- 
port their wants there, but also sent in wiUi the rest all sorts 
of living creatures, the male and his female, for the preserva-. 
tion of their kinds ; and others of them by sevens. Now 
this ark had firm walls, and a roof, and was braced with cross 
beams, so that it could not be any way drowned, or overborne 
by the violence of the water. And thus was Noah, with his ia* 
miiy, preserved. Now he was the tenth from Adamfiteing the 
son of JLamech^ whose father wasMathusala : he was the son 
of Enoch, the soh of Jared ; and Jared waa the son of Ma« 
Faleel, who, with many of bis sisters, were the children of 
Cain, the son of Enos. Now Eoos was the son of Seth, the 
son of Adam. 

3. This calamity happened in the six hundredth year of 
Noah's government) [^%^] in tlie f second month, called by 
the Macedonians 1^8^ but by the Hebrews Marhesven ; for 
so did they order their year in Egypt. But Moses appointed 
that JWf an, which is the* same with XanlkicuSf should be the 
first month for their festivals, because he brought them out of 

Authent. Rec. part. L p. 268, For as to the; rest of mankind, Jo<- 
sephns himself confesses their lives were much longer than one hun« 
fired and twenty years for many generations after the flood, as we 
j%hall ?ee presently ; and he says they were gradually shortened till 
the days of Moses, and then fixed [for some time} at one hundred 
imd twenty, cap. vt.sec. 5. Nor indeed need ve suppofOr that e'lther 
^poch or Josephug meant to interpret these one hundred and twenty 
years for the life of men before the flood, to be different from the one 
hundred and twenty years of Grod^s patience [perhaps while the ark 
was preparing] till the deluge; which I take to be the meaning of 
tiod wbtn he threatened this wickecf world, that if they so long con* 
tinued impenitent, tbiir ftays ihould be no more than one hundred 
and twenty ytars, 

^ A cubit is SI English inches. 

t Josephus htre truly determines, that the year at the flood began 
fOiout the autbmnfd equinox ; as to what day of the month the flood 
hogan, our Hebrew and Samaritan, and perhaps Josephus's own eo* 
l»y, m^re rightly placed it on the 17th day instead of the 27th, as 
here; for Josepbus agrees with them arto the dl.«tance of 150 dayis 
in the ITchday pC the feventh month, as Ocn. vii. v!t. ^ith viil. 3* 
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Ef^pt in that mcmth; so that this mobth began the year, as 
to all the solemnities they observed to the honour of God, 
although he preserved the original order of the months as to 
selling and buying, and other ordinary affairs* Now he says^ 
that this flood began on the twenty-seventh [seventeenth] day 
of the forementioned month ; and this was two tluiusand six 
hundred and fifty-six [one thousand £ve hundred' and Efty- 
U3l] years from Adam tlie first man, and the time is written 
down in our sacred boQks,^tho8e^ who then lived having noted 
down, with great aecuracy, both the births and deaths of 
Ulustrious men. 

4. For indeed Setifi was born when Adam was in his two 
^ndredand thirtieth year, who lived nine hundred and thirty 
years. Seth begat Enoch in his two hundred and fifth year ; 
who, when lie hadiived nine hundred and twelve jrears, de- 
livered the governmont to Cain his son, whom he had at his 
hundred and nineties year. He lived nine hundred and h^% 
years* Cainan, when he had lived nine hundred and ten 
years, had his son Malaleel, who was born in his hundred and 
seventieth year. . This MahUeel having lived five hundred 
and ninety-five years, died, leaving his ^son Jared, whom he 
begat when he was at his hundred and sixty-fifth year. He 
Hved nine hundred and sixty-two years ; and then his son 
Enoch succeeded him, who waabom when his father was one 
hundred and sixty-tw4» years old. Now he, when he had lived 
three hundred and sixty-five years, departed and went to 
God ; whence it is that they have not written down his death. 
If ow Mathusala, the son of Enoch, who was born to him 
when be was one hundred and sixty-five yeai's old, had La^ 
mech for his son when he was 4>ne hundred and eighty-seven 
years of age ; to whom he delivered the government when 
he had retained it nine hundred and sixty-nine years. Now 
Lamech, when he had governed seven hundred and seventy- 
seven years, appointed Noah his son to be ruler of the people* 
who i^as born to Lamech when he was one hundred and 

* Josephus here takes notice, that these ancient geneak^es were 
first set down by those that then lived, and from them were trans- 
adtted down to posterity; wbicfa I suppose to be the true account 
of thai matter : for there is no reason to imagine that men were not 
taught to rta^ and writt soon after they were taught to speak; and 
perhaps all by the Messiah himself, who, under the Father, was the 
creator or governor of mankind, and who fre^eatly in those early 
days appeared io them. 
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eighty-twe years old, and retained the government nine huii* 
dred and fifty years. These years collected together make 
up the sum before set down. But let no one inquire ipto the 
deaths of these men ; for they extended their lives along to* 
gether with their children and grand-children, but let hina 
have regard to their births only. 

5. When God gave the signal, and it began to rain, the 
water poured down forty entire days, till it became fifteen 
cubits higher than the earth ; which was the reason why there 
were no greater number preserved, since they had no place 
to fly to. When the rain ceased, the water did but just begin . 
to abate after one hundred and fifty days, that is, on the se- 
venteenth of the seventh month, it then ceasing to subside for 
a little while. After this the ark rested on the top of a cer- 
tain mountain in Armenia : which, when Noah understood, 
he opened it, and seeing a small piece of land about it, he 
continued quiet, and conceived some cheerful hopes of de- 
liverance. But a few days afterward, when the water was 
decreased to a greater degree, he sent out a raven, as de- 
sirous to learn whether any other part of the earth were left 
dry by the water, and whether he might go out of the ai^ 
with safety; but the raven returned not And after seven 
days he sent out a dove, to know the state of the groimd, 
which came back to him covered with mud, and bringing an 
oJive branch : hereby Noah learned that the earth was be- 
come clear of the flood. So after he had stayed seven days 
more, he sent the living creatures out of the ark ; and both 
he and his family went out, when he also sacrificed to God, 
and feasted with his companions. However, the Armeniana 
call thisplace^ Avo^Ariiuofy The place of descent; for the arfe 

* This A7ro0*^iiuov^ or place of descent^ is the proper renderine of 
the Armenian name of this very city. It is called in Ptolemy Nax" 
uouna^ and by Moses Cborenensis, the Armenian hii<torian, Idshewin; 
|nit at the place itself, Naehaitfuiuan, which signifies the first plate <f 
descent ; and is a lasting monument of the pre^rvation of Noah in 
the ark, upon the top of that mountain, at whose foot it was built, 
as the fir^t city or town after the flood. See Antiq. B. xx. eh. ii. 
k 3. and Moses Chorenensis, p. 71, 72. Who also tays, p. 19. 
that another town was related by tradition to have been called 8e^ 
ron, or the plau of dispersion^ on account of the dispersion of Xisu- 
thrus's or Noah's sons from thence first made. Whether any re- 
mains of this ark be still preserved, as the people of the country 
fuppjQse, I cannot certainly tell Mons Turnfort had not very long 
since a mind to see the place hi a.-e f, but met with too great dangers^. 
h^^ difficolties to venture through them. 
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being saved in that place, its renaains arc showed ^ere by 
the inhabitants to this d^y. 

6. Now some writers of barbarian histories make men- 
tion of this flood, and of this ark ; among whom is Berosus 
the Chaldean. For when he was describing the circum- 
stances of the flood, he goes on thus : " It is said there is 
still some part of tl^s ship in Armenia, at the mountain of 
the Cordyaeans ; and that some people carry off pieces of 
the bitumen, which they take away, and use chiefly 
as amulets, for the averting of mischiefs." Hieronymus, the 
Egyptian, also, who wrote the Phoenician Antiquities, and 
Manaseas, and a great many more, make mention of the 
same. Nay, Nicolaus of Damascus, in his ninety-sixth book, 
bath a particular relation about them; where he speaks 
tlius : " There is a great mountain in Armenia, over Minyas^ 
called Baria, upon which it is reported that many who fled 
^t the time of the deluge were saved ; and that one who 
was carried in an ark, and came on shore upon the top of it ; 
and that the remains of the timber were a great while pre- 
served : this might be the man about whom Moses the le- 
gislator of the Jews wrote." 

. 7. But as for Noah, he was afraid, since God had deter- 
mined to destroy mankind, lest he should drown the earth 
every year ; so he offered burnt-offertngs, and besought God 
that nature might hereafter go oii in its former orderly 
course, and that he would not bring on so great a judgment 
any more, by which the whole race of creatures might be 
in danger of destruction ; but tliat, having now punished 
the wicked, he would of his goodness spare the remainder, 
and such as he had hitherto judged flt to be delivered from 
80 severe a calamity, for that otherwise these last must be 
more miserable than the first, and that they must -be con-« 
demned to a worse condition than the others, unless they be 
suffered to escape entirely ; that is, if they be reserved for 
another deluge, while they must be afliieted with the terror 
pf the sight of the first deluge, and must also be destroyed 
by a second. He also entreated God to accept of bis sacri- 
fice, and to grant that the earth might never again undergo 
the like effects of his wrath ; that mea might be deprived of 
any of those good things which they enjoyed before the 
flood ; but might attain to the like length of days and old 
age which the anci'»nt people had arrived at before, 

8. Wl^cn Nos^h had made these supf^ications, God, who 
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loved the man for his righteousness, granted entire success 
to his prayers ; and said, that it was not he who brought the 
destruction on a polluted world, but that they underwent 
that vengeance on account of their own wickedness ; and 
that he had not brought men into the world, if he had him- 
self determined to destroy them, it being an instance of 
greater wisdom not to have granted tliem life at all, than, 
after it was granted, to procure their destruction : but the 
injuries, said he, they offered to my holiness and virtue, 
forced me to bring this punishment upon them. But I will 
leave off for the time to come to require such punishments, 
the effects of so great wrath, for their future wicked actions, 
especially on account of thy prayers. But if I shall at any 
time send tempests of rain, In an extraordinary manner, be 
not affrighted at the largeness of the showers, for the water 
shall no more overspread the earth. However, I require you 
to abstain from shedding the blood of men, and to keep 
yourself pure from murder ; and to punish those that com- 
mit any such thing. I permit you to make use of all the 
other living creatures at your pleasure, and as your appetites 
lead you ; for I have made you lords of them all, both of 
those that walk on the land, and those that swim in the 
waters, and of those that fly in the regions of the air on high,' 
excepting their blood, for therein is the life. But I will give 
you a sign that I have left off my anger, by my 6omt, (whereby 
is meant the rainbow, for they determined that the rainbow 
was the bow of God.) And when God had said and pro- 
mised thus, he went way. 

9. Now when Noah had lived three hundred and fifty 
years after the flood, and all that time happily, he died, 
having lived tlie number of nine hundred and fifty years. But 
let no one upon comparing the lives of the ancients with 
our lives, and with the few years which we now live, think 
that what we have said of them is false ; or make the short* 
ness of our lives at present an argument, that neither did 
they attain to so long a duration of life, for those ancients 
were beloved of God, and [lately] made by God himself; 
and because their food was then fitter for the prolongation 
of life, might well live so great a number of years : and be- 
sides, God afforded them a longer time of life on account of 
their virtue, and the good use they made of it in astronomi- 
cal and geometrical discoveries, which would not have afford- 
ed the time for foretelling [the periods of the stars,] unless 
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they had lived six hundred years ; for the (rrcat Year is com- 
pleted in that interval. Now I have for witnesses to what I 
hayesaic), all those that have written Antiquities, hoth among 
the Greeks and Barbarians : for even Manetho, who wrote 
the Egyptian history, and Berosus, who collected the Chal- 
dean monuments, andMochus, Hestianeus, and besides these, 
Hieronymus, the Egyptian, and those th&t composed the 
Phoenician history, agree to what I here say : Hesiod also, 
and Hecataeus, and Hellanicus, and Aeusilaus ; and, besides 
these, Ephorus and Nicolaus relate, that the ancients lived a 
thousand years. But as to these matters, let every one look 
upon them as they think fit. 



CHAP. IV. 

Concerning the tower of Babylon and the confusion of Tongues. 

% I. Now the sons of Noah were three, Shem, Japhet, and 
Ham, bom one hundred years before the deluge. These 
first of all descended from the mountains info the plains, and 
fixed their habitations there ; persuaded others who were 
greatly afraid of the lower grounds on account of the flood, 
and so were very loth to come down from the higher places, 
to venture to follow their examples. Now the plain in which 
they first dwelt was called Shinar, God also commanded 
them to send colonies abroad, for the thorough peopling of 
the earth, that they might not raise seditions among them- 
selves. But might cultivate a great part of the earth, and en- 
joy its fruits after a plentiful manner. But they were so ill 
instructed that tliey did not obey God ; for which reason 
they fell into calamities, and were made sensible, by expe- 
rience, of what sin they had been guilty ; for when they 
flourished with a numerous youth, God admonished them 
again to send out colonies ; but they imagining that the pros- 
perity they enjoyed was not derived from the favour of 
God, but supposing that their own power was the proper 
cause of the plentiful condition they were in, did not obey 
him. Nay, they added to this their disobedience to the 
divine will, the suspicion that they were therefore ordered to 
send out separate colonies, that being divided asunder they 
might the more easily be oppressed. 

2. Now it was Nimrod who excited them to such an 
affront and contempt of God. He was the grandson of Ham, 
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the son of Noah, a bold man, and of great strength of hand. 
He persuaded them not to ascribe it to God, as if it was 
through his means they were happy, but to believe that it 
was their own courage which procured that happiness. He 
also gradually changed the government into tyranny, seeing 
no other way of turning men from the fear of God, but to 
bring them into a constant dependance upon his power. He 
also said, " He would be revenged on God if he should have 
a mind to drown the world again ; for that he would build a 
tower too high for the waters to be able to reach ; and that 
he would avenge himself on God for destroying their fore- 
fathers." 

3. Now the multitude were very ready to follow the de- 
termination of Nimrod, and to esteem it a piece of eowardice 
to submit to God ; and they built a tower, neither sparing 
any pains, nor being in any degree negligent about the work: 
and, by reason of the multitude of hands employed in it, it 
grew very high sooner than any one could expect ; but the ' 
thickness of it was so great, and it was so strongly built, that 
thereby its great height seemed, upon the view, to be less 
than it really was. It was built of burnt bricks, cemented 
together with mortar made of hiiumen, that it might not be 
liable to admit water. When God saw that they acted so 
madly, he did not resolve to destroy them utterly, since 
they were not grown wiser by the destruction of the former 
sinners, but he caused a tumult among thend, by producing 
in them diverse languages ; and causing, that through the mul- 
titude of those languages, they should not be able to under- 
stand one another. The place wherein they built the tower 
is now called Babylon, because of the confusion^f that Ian* 
guage which they readily understood before: for the He* 
brews mean by the ^ord Babel, Confusion, The Sibyl also 
makes mention of this tower, and of the confusion of the lan- 
guage, when she says thus: " When all men were of one 
language, some of them built an high tower, as if they would 
thereby ascend up to heaven ; but the gods sent storms of 
wind and overthrew the tower, and gave every one his pe- 
culiar language : and for this reason it was that the city was 
called Babylon.'*^ But as to the plain of Shinar, in the coun- 
try of Babylonia, Hestiaeus mentions it, when he says thus : 
" Such of the priests as were saved, took the sacred vessels 
of Jupiter Enyalius, and came to Shinar of Babylonia," 
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CHAP. V. 

After tohai manner the posterity of JVoah sent out colonies, and 
inhabited Vie whole earth, 

\ 4. After this they were dispersed abroad, on account 
of their languages, and went out by colonies every where ; 
and each colony took possession of that land which they 
light upon, and unto which God led them, so that the whole 
continent was filled with them, both the inland and the mari- 
time countries. There were some also who passed over the 
•sea in ships, and inhabited the islands: and some of those 
nations do still retain the denominations which were given 
them by their first founders ; but some have lost them also, 
and some have only admitted certain changes in tli^m, that 
they might be the more intelligible to the inhabitants. And 
they were the Greeks who became the authors of such mu- 
tations : for when, in after ages, they grew potent, they claim* 
ed to themselves the glory of antiquity ; giving names to the 
nations that sounded well, [in Greek,] that they might be bet- 
ter understood among themselves; and setting agreeable 
forms of government over ^them, as if they were a people 
derived from themselves. 



CHAP. VL 

HoiD every nation was denominated from their first inhMtants. 

\ 1. Now they were the grand-children of Noah, in ho- 
nour of whom names were imposed on the nations by those 
that first seized upon them. Japhet, the son of Noah, had 
seven sons: they inhabited so, that beginning at the moun- 
tains Taurus, and Amanus, they proceeded along Asia, as 
far as the river Tanais, and along Europe to Cadix ; and set- 
tling themselves on the lands they light upon, which none 
haU inhabited before, they called the nations by their own 
names. For Gomer founded those whom the Greeks now 
tall GalatianSy [Galls,] but were then called Gomerites, Ma«r 
gog founded those that from him were named Magogites^ but 
who are by the Greeks called Scythians^ Now as to Javan 
and Madai, the sons of Japhet ; from M adai came the Ma- 
deans, which are called Medes by the Greeks ; but from Ja- 
van, and Jonia, all the Grecians are derived. Thobel founded 
the Thobelites, which are now called Iberes ; an.d the Moso* 
Vol. I. I ' 
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cheni were founded by Mosoch ; now they arc Cappadocians. 
There is also a mark of their ancient denomination sfilltobe 
showed ; ^for there is even now among them a city called 
Mazaca, which may inform those that are able to understand, 
that so was the entire nation once called. Thiras also call- 
' ed those whom he ruled over Thirasians ; but the Greeks 
changed the name into Thracians, And so many were the 
cotintnes that had the children of Japhet for their inhabitants. 
Of the three sons of Gomer, Aschanaz founded the Ascha- 
nasians, who are now called by the Greeks Rheginians. ^H 
did Riphath found the Ripheans, now called Paphlagonians ; 
and Thrugramma the Thrugrammeans, who, as the Greeks 
resolved, were named Phrygians, Of the three sons of Ja- 
van also, the son of Japhet, Elisa gave name to the Eliseans, 
who were his subjects ; they are now the AeoHans, Tharsus 
to the Tharsians ; for so was Cilida of old called ; the sign 
of which is this, that the noblest city they have, and a metro- 
polis also, is Tarsus, the Tau being by change put for "the 
Theta, Ccthimus possessed the island Cethima; it is now 
called Cyprus : and from that it is that all islands, and the 
greatest part of the sea-coasts, are named Cethim by the He- 
brews ; and one city there is in Cyprus that has b^en able to 
preserve its denomination ; it is called Citius hy those who 
use the language of Greeks, and has not, by the use of that 
dialect, escaped the name of Cethim. And so many nations 
have the ehildren and grand^children of Japhet possessed. 
Now when I have premised somewhat which perhaps the 
Greeks do not know, I will return and explain what I have 
omitted ; for such names are pronounced here after the man- 
ner of the Greeks, to please my readers, for our own coun- 
try language does not so pronounce'them : but the names in 
all cases are of one and the same ending ; for the name ,W6 
l^ere pronounce JVoevs^ is there JWa^, and in every case re- 
tains the same termination. 

2. The children of Ham possessed the land from Syria afad 
Amanus, and the mountains of Libanus, seizing upon all that 
was on its sea-coasts, and as far as the oeean, and keeping it 
as their own. Some indeed of its names are utterly vanish- 
cd away ; others of them being changed, and another sound 
given them, are hardly to be discovered, yet a few, there are 
which have kept their denomination entire : for of the four 
sons of Ham, time has not at all hurt the name of Chus ; for 
the Etluo^iaDSfOver whom be reigned, are evei^ at this day, 
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both by themselves, and by all men in Asia, called "Chusited. 
The memory also of the Mesraites is pres^ved in their name f 
for all we who inhabit the country [of Judea} call Egypt 
Mestrej and the Egyptians Mestreans. Phut also was the 
founder pf Libya, and called the inhabitants Phutites, from 
himself: there is also a river in the country of "the Moors 
which bears that name ; whence it is that we may see the 
greatest part of the Grecian historiographers mention that 
river, and the adjoining country, by the appellation oiPhui: 
but the name it has now has been by change given it iVom 
one of the sons of Mestraim, who was ci^lled Lt^yos, We 
will inform you presently what has been the occasion why it 
has been called *^Jrica also. Canaan, the fourth son of Ham, 
inhabited the country now called Judea^ and called it from 
his own name Canaan, The children of these [four] were 
these : Sabas, who foUhded the Sabeans ; Evilas, who found- 
ed the Evileans, who are called Gentuli ; Sabathes founded 
the Sabathens ; they are now called by the Greeks Astaho- 
ran$ : Sabactas settled the Sabactens ; and Ragmus the Rag- 
means: and he had two sons, the one of which, Judadas, 
settled the Judadeans, a nation of the western Ethiopians^ 
and left them his name ; as did Sabas to the Sabeans: but 
Nimrod, the son of Chus, stayed and tyrannized at Babylon, 
as we hav^ already informed you. Now aU the children of 
•Mesraim, being eight in number, possessed the country from 
Gaza to Egypt, though it retained the name of one only, the 
PhiHsHm^ for the Greeks call part of that country Palestine, 
As for the rest, Ludieim, and Enemim, and Labim, wh© 
alone inhabited Lybia, and called the couutry from himself; 
Nedim, and Phethrosim, and Ohesloim, and Cephthorim, we 
know nothing of them besides their names ; for the ♦•Ethio- 
pic war, which we shall describe hereafter, was the cause 
that those cities were overthrown. The sons of Canaan 
Were these, Sidonius, who also built a pity of the same name ; 
it is called by the Greeks Sidon: Amathus inhanited ii4 

* One observation here oiight not to be neglected, with regard to 
thai £thlopic war, which Mo^es, as general of the Egyptians, put 
»n end to, Antiq. B. ii. cb. v. and about which our late writer seems 
^'cry much concerned, viz. that it was a war of that consequence, as 
lo occasion theieinovat orde.tmction of six or .'even nations of the 
pO'terity of Miizraim, with their cities ; which Josephus would not 
wave said, if he had not had ancient records to justify thoie his asr« 
seuionj., though those records be now all lott. 
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^^mathme^ which is now called Amatht hy the inhabitants, 
although the Macedonians named it Epiphania, from one of 
his posterity : Arudeus possessed the island Aradus : Arucas 
possessed Arce, which is in Libanus. But for the seven 
others, [Eueus,] Chetteus, Jehuseus, Amorreus, Gergeseus, 
Eudeus, Sineus, Samareus, we have nothing in tiie sacred 
hooks but their names, for the Hebrews overthrew their 
cities ; and their calamities came upon them on the occasion 
following. 

3. Noah, when after the deluge the earth Was resettled 
Sfi its former condition, set about its cultivation ; and when 
be had planted it with vines, and when the fruit was ripe, 
and he had gathered the grapes in their season, and the wine 
was ready for use, he offered sacrifice, and feasted, and being 
drunk, he fell asleep, and lay naked in an unseemly manner. 
When his youngest son saw this he came laughing, and 
showed him to his brethren ; but they covered their father's 
sakedness^ And when Noah was made sensible of what had 
been done, he pi'ayed for prosperity to his other sons; but 
for Ham, he did not curse him, by reason of his nearness in 
blood, but cursed his posterity : and when the rest of them 
escaped that curse, God inflicted it on the children of Canaan. 
But as to those matters we shall speak more hereafter. 

4. Shem, the third son of Noah, had ilve ions, who inha- 
bited the land that began at Euphrates, and reached to the In- 
dian ocean. For Elam left behind him the Elamites, the an- 
cestors of the Persians. Ashur lived at the city Ninive ; 
and named his subjects •Assyrians, who became the most 
fortunate nation beyond others. Arphaxad named the wfr- 
phaxaditeSf who are now called Chaldeans, Aram had the 
Aramites, which the Greeks call Syrians; asT^aud founded thc^ 
Laudites, which ^re now called Lydians, Of the four sons 
of Aram, Uz founded Trachonitis and Damascus ; this coun- 
try lies between Palestine and Coelosyria. Ul founded Ar- 
menia ; and Gather the Bactrians ; and Mesa the Mesaneans ; 
it is now called Charax Spasini, Sala was the son of Ar^ 
phaxad ; and his son was Heber, from whom they originally 
called the Jews* Hebrews, Heber begat Joctan and Phaleg : 

• That the Jev^^s were called Hebrews from tliis their progen'tor 
Heber, our author Josepbus here rightly affirms; and not from 
Abram the Hebrew, or Passenger over Euphrates, as many of the 
modems suppose. Shem is also called ihe/cUher of all the children 
pf Htber, or of all iht Hebrews , in an history long before Abraw 
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he was called Phaleg because h&was born at tJie dispersion 
of the nations to their several countries ; for Phaleg among 
the Hebrews signifies division. Now Joctan, one of the sons 
of Heber, had these sons Eimodad, Saleph, Asernioth, Jera, 
Adoram, Aziel^ Decla, Elbal, Abimael, Sabeus, Ophir, Euilat, 
and Jobab. These inhabited from Gophen, an Indian river, 
and in part of Aria adjoining to it. And this shall suffice con- 
cerning the sons of Shem< 

5. 1 will now treat of the Hebrews. ' The son of Phaleg, 
whose father was Neber, was Ragau ; whose son was Senjg, 
to whom was bom Nahor : his son was Terah, who was the 
father of Abraham, who accordingly was the tenth from 
Noah, and was born in the two hundred and ninety-second 
year after the deluge ; for Tei*ah begat Abraham in his seven- 
tieth year. Nahor begat Haran when he was one hundred 
and twenty years old : Nahor was born to Serug. at his hun- 
dred and thirty-second year ; Ragau had Serug at one hun- 
dred and thirty ; at the same age also Phaleg had Ragau : 
Heber begat Phdeg in his hundred and thirty-fourth year ; he 
himself being begotten by SalA when he was an hundred and 
thirty years old, whom Arphaxad had for his son at the hun- 
dred and thirty-fifth year of his age. Arphaxad was the son 
of Shem, and born twelve years after the deluge. Now 
Abram had two brethren, Nahor and Haran : of these, Ha* 
ran left a son, Lot; as also Sarai and Milcha his daughters, 
and died among the Chaldeans, in a city of the Chaldeans 
called Ur; and his monument is showed to this day. These 
married their nieces.. Nahor married Mi!#ha, and Abram 
married Sarai. Now Ter^^h hating Chaldea, on account of 
bis mourning for Haran, they all removed to Haran of Me- 
sopotamia, where Terah died,, and was buried, when he had 
lived to be two hundred and five years old^ for the life of mea 
was already, by degrees, diminished^ and became shorter than 
before, till the birth af Moses ; aftei* whom the tcpm- of hu-^ 
man life was one hundred and twenty yearSy God determin- 
ing it to the length that Moses, happened to live. Now Na- 
hor had eight sons by Milcha. Uz.and Buz, Kemucl, Chesed^ 

pa'-sed over Euphrates, Gen. ici^l.. though.it must be oonfesseil, 
thatGen- 3(iv. 13. w|]ere the orig'nal says, tbey told Abram the 
Hebrew, the Septuagrnt renders it, the Passenger^ 'Trt^^st'Dit: hnt 
tills is epoken only of Abfaham hiiuFelf who had then late'y p&s?ed 
Hrer JSuphnttes, and is another signfficatron of the Ilehrxjw word, 
taken aa an apgelLativr, avd not as a proper name.. 
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As&au, Pheldas, Jadelph, and Bethuel. These were all the 
genuine sons of Nahor ; for Teba, and Gaam, and Tachas, and 
^laaea, were bom of Reuma his concubine : but Bethuel had 
a daughter Rebecca, and a son Laban. 



CHAP. VII. 

^ow Ahram our forefather went out of the land of the Chal- 
deanSf and lived in the land then called Canaan, but now 
Judea, 

^ 1 . Now Abram, having no son of his own, adopted Lot, 
his brother Haran's son, and his wife Sarai's brother ; and he 
left the land of Chaldea, when he was seventy-five years 
old, and at the command of God went into Canaan, and therein 
he dwelt himself, and left it to his posterity. He was a per- 
son of great sagacity, both for understanding all things, and 
persuading his hearers, and not mistaken in his opinions ; foi^ 
which reason he began to have higher notions of virtue than 
others had, and he determined to renew and to change the 
opinion all men happened then to have concerning God ; for 
he was the first that ventured to publish this notion, that there 
was but one God, the creator of the universe ; and that as to 
other, [gods,] if they contributed any thing to the happiness 
of men, that each of them afforded it only according to his 
appointment, and not by their own power. This his opinion 
was derived from the irregular phenomena that were visible 
both at lai^d ancasea, as well as those that happen to the sun 
and moon, and all the heavenly bodies thus : " If [said he] 
these bodies had power of their own, they would certainly 
take care of their own regular motions ; but since they do 
not preserve such regularity, they make it plain, that so far as 
they co-operate to our advantage, they do it not of their own 
abilities, -but as'they are subservient to him that commands 
them, to whom alone we ought justly tox)ffer our honour and 
thanksgiving." For which doctrines, when the Chaldeans, 
and people of Mesopotamia, raised a tumult against him, he 
thought fit, to leave that country ; and at the conmiand, and 
by the assistance of God, he came and lived in the land of 
Canaan : and when he was there settled he built an altar, and 
performed a sacrifice to God. 

2. Berosus mentions our father Abram without naming 
ktni) when he says thus: "In the tenth gejieration after tb« 
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flood, there was among the Chaldeans a man, righteous, and 
great, and skilful in the celestial science." But Hecateus 
does more than harely mention him ; for he composed and 
left behind him a book concerning him. And Nieolaus of 
Damascus, in the fourth book of his history, says thus : 
" Abram reigned at Damascus, being a foreigner, who came 
with an army out of the land above Babylon, called the land 
of the ChcUdtans : but after a long time he got him up, andr 
removed from that country also, with his people, and went 
into the land then called the kind of Canaan, but now the 
land of Judea, and this when his posterity were become a 
multitude ; as to which posterity of his we relate their his- 
tory in another work. Now the name of Abram is even still 
famous in the country of Damascus ; and there is showed a 
village named from him, Tht Habitation of AbramJ^ 



CHAP. vni. 

That when there was a famine in Canaan, Mram went thence 
into Egypt; and after he had continued therefor a whilt^ 
he returned back again* 

^ 1. Now after this, when a famine had invaded the land 
of Canaan, and Abram had discovered that the Egyptians 
were in a flourishing condition, he was disposed to go down 
to them, both to partake of the plenty they enjoyed, and to 
become an auditor for their priests, and to know what thejr 
said concerning the gods ; designing either to follow them, if 
they had better notions than he, or to convert them into a 
better way if his own notions proved the truest. Now see- 
ing he was to take Sarai with him, and was afraid of the mad- 
ness of the Egyptians with regard to women, lest the king 
should kill him on occasion of his wife's great beauty, he con- 
trived this device : he pretended to be her brother, and di- 
rected her in a dissembling way to pretend the same, for he said 
it would be for their benefit. Now as soon as they came to 
^Syptj *^ happened to Abram as he supposed it would ; for the 
fome of his wife's beauty was greatly talked of, for Vrhich reasott 
Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, would not be satisfied with what 
was reported of her, but wopld needs see her himself, and 
was preparing to enjoy her ; but God put a stop to his unjust 
inclinations, by sending upon him a distemper, and a sedition 
against his goverument And when he inquired of the priests 
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how he might be freed from these calamities, they told him^ 
that this his miiserable condition was derived from the Wrath 
of God, upon account of his inclinations to abuse the stran- 
ger's wife. - He then out of fear asked Sarai who she was, 
and who it was that she brought along with her* 'And when 
he had found out the truth, he excus.ed himself to Abram, that 
supposing the woman to be his sister, anil not his wife, he set 
his affections on her, as desiring an affinity with him by mar- 
rying her, but not as incited by lust to abuse her. He also 
made him a large present in money ; and gave him leave to 
enter into convers«;tions with the most learned ampng the 
Egyptians. From which conversations his virtue and Vis re- 
putation became more conspicuous than they had been before. 

2. For whereas the Egyptians were formerly addicted to 
different customs, and. despised one another's sacred and ac- 
customed rites, and were very angry one with another on that 
account, Abram conferred with each of them, and confuting 
the reasonings they made use of, every one for their own 
practices, he demonstrated that such reasonings were vain, 
and void of truth ; whereupon he was admired by them, in 
those conferences, as a very wise man, and one of great sa- 
gacity when he discoursed en any subject he undertook ; and 
this not only in understanding it, but iit persuading other men 
also to assent to him. He communicated to them arithmetic^ 
and delivered to them the science of astronomy ; for before 
Abram came into Egypt they were unacquainted with those 
parts of learning, lor that science came from the Chaldeans 
into Egypt, and from thence to the Greeks also. 

3. As soon as Abram was come back into Canaan he part- 
ed the land between him and Lot, upon account of the tu- 
multuous behaviour of their shepherds, concerning the pas^ 
tures wherein they should feed their flocks. However, he 
gave Lot his option, or leave to choose which lauds he would 
.take ; and he took himself what the other left, which were 
the lower grounds at the foot of the mountains ; and he him- 
sielf dwelt in Hebron, which \» a city seven years ancienter 
than Tanais of Egypt. But Lot possessed the land of the 
plain, and tbe river Jordan, not far from the city of Sodom^ 
w^hich was then a fine city, but is new destroyed by the will 
and the wrath of God ; the cause of which I shall show ia itSt 
proper place hereafter.^ 
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CHAP. IX. 

Tht destruction of the Sodomites hy the Assyrian war. 

^ 1. At this time, when the Assyrians had the dominion 
over Asia, the people of Sodom were in a flourishing condi- 
tion, both as to riches, and number of their youth. There 
were five kings that managed the affairs of this country, 
Ballas, Barsas, Senebar,and Sumobor, with the king of Bela ; 
and each king led on his own troops : and the Assyrians made 
war upon them, and dividing their army into four parts, 
fought against them. Now every part of the army had its 
own ccHhmander ^ and when the battle was joiBed, the As- 
syrians were conquerors, and imposed a tribute upon the kings 
of the Sodomites, who submitted to this slavery twelve 
years ; and so loQg they continued to pay their tribute : but 
on4;he thirteenth year they rebelled, and then the army of 
the Assyrians came upon them, under their commanders, 
Amraphe}, Arioch, Chodorlaomor, and Tidal. These kings 
had laid waste all Syria, and overthrown the offspring of the 
giants. And when they were come over against Sodom, they 
pitched theijT camp at the vale called the Slime-pits, for at 
that time there were pits in that place ; but now upon the 
destruction of the city of Sodom, that vale became the Lake 
Asphdltitis^^^ it is called: however, concerning this lake we 
shall speak more presently. Now when the Sodomites join^ 
ed batUe with the Assyrians, and the fight was very obstinate, 
many of them were killed, and the rest were carried captive ; 
among which captives was Lot, who had come to assist the 
Sodomites. 



JHHt 

CHAP. X. 

Hoxo Ahram fought with the Assyrians, and &v€reame them, and 
saved the Sodomite prisoners, and took from the Assyrians 
the prey they had gotten. 

^ 1 . When Abram heard of their calamity, he was at onee 
afraid for Lot his kinsman, and pitied the Sodomites, his 
friends and neighbours, and thinking it proper to afford them 
assistance, he did not delay it, but marched hastily, and the 
fifth night fell upon the Assyrians, near Dan, for that is the 
naikie of the other spring near Jordan ; a^d before they could 
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^rm themselves, he slew some as they were in their heds 
before they could siispect any harm ; and others, who were 
not yet gone to sleep, but were so drunk they could not fight, 
ran away. Abram pursued after them, till on the second day 
he drove them into a body unto Hoba, a place belonging to 
Damascus; and thereby demonstrated that victory does not 
depend on multitude, and the number of hands, but the alac- 
rity and courage of soldiers overcome the most numerous 
bodies of men, while he got the victory over so great an army 
with no more than three hundred and eighteen of his ser- 
Tants, and three of his friends : but all those that fled return- 
€d home ingloriously. 

2. So Abram, when he had saved the captive Sodomites, 
who had been taken by the Assyrians, and Lot also, his kins- 
man, returned home in peace. Now the king of Sodom met 
bim at a certain place, which they called Tht king' 9. dale^ 
where Melchisedec, king of the city Salem, received him. 
That name signifies The righteous king ; and such he was 
without dispute, insomuch that, on this account, he was made 
the priest of God ; howeter, they afterwards called it Salem 
Jerusalem. Now this Melchisedec supplied Abram's army 
in a hospitable manner, and gave them provisions in abun* 
dance ; and as they were feasting, he began to praise faira, 
and to bless God for subduing his enemies under him. And 
when Abram gave him the tenth part t)f his prey, he accept- 
cd of the gift : but the king of Sodom desired Abtam to take 
the prey; but intreated that he might have these men restor- 
ed to him whom Abram had saved from the Assyrians, be- 
cause they belonged to him. But Abram would not do so ; 
nor would make any other advantage of that prey, than what 
his servants had jeaten ; but still insisted that he should aflford 
a part to his friends that had assisted him in the battle. The 
first of them was called Eschol, and then Elmers and Mambre. 

3. And God commended his virtue, and said, Thou shalt 
not however lose the reward thou hast deserved to receive 
by such thy glorious actions. He answered, And what advan- 
"tage will it be to me to have such rewards, when I have none 
to enjoy them after me ; for he was hitherto childless. And 
God promised that he should have a son, and that his posteri- 
ty should be very numerous, insomuch that their number 
should be like the stars. When he heard that, he offered a 
sacrifice to God, as he commanded him. The manner of the 



y Google 



ehap.X, OF THE JEWS. 107 

sacrifice was this : * he took an heifer of three years old, and 
a she-goat of three years oM, and a ram in like manner of 
three years old, and a turtle-dove, and a pigeon ; and, as he 
was enjoined, he divided the three former, but the birds he 
did not divide. Afier which, before he built his altar, whe^re 
thi' birds of prey flew about as desirous of blood, a divine' 
voice came to him, declaring that their neighbours would be 
grievous to his posterity, when they should be in Egypt, for 
t four hundred years ;- during which time they should be af- 
flicted, but afterward should overcome their enemies, should 
conquer the Casaanites in war, and possess themselves of 
their land, and of their cities. 

4. Now Abram dwelt near the' Oak called Ogygea ; the 
place belongs to Canaan, not far from the city of Hebron. 
But being uneasy at his wife's bai'^enness, he entreated God 
to grant that he might have male issue ; and God required of 
him to be of courage ; and said, that he would add to all 
the rest of the benefits that he had bestowed upon him, ever 
since he led him out of Mesopotamia, the gift of children. 
Accordingly Sarai, at God's command, brought to his bed 
one of her hand-maidens, a woman of Egyptian descent, in . 
order to obtain childi*en by her ; and when this hand-maid . 
was with child, she triumphed, and ventured to afiront Sa- 
rai, as if the dominion were to come to a son to be born of 
her. But when Abram resigned her into the hand of Sarai, 
to punish her, she contrived to fly away, as not able to bear 
the instances of Sarai's severity to her ; and she entreated 
God to have compassion on her. Now a divine angel met her, 
as she was going forward in the wilderness, and bid her re- 
turn to her master and mistress, for if she would submit to 
that wise advice, she would live better hereafter"; for that the . 
reason of her being in such a miserable case was this, that she 
had been ungrateful and arrogant towards her ntistress. He 
tlsotold her, that if she disobeyed God, and went on still'ia 
her way, she should perish ; but if she would return back, 
«he should become the mother of a son who should reign over 

* It is worth noting here, that God required no other sacrifices 
'binder the law of Moses, than what were taken frora these five kinds . 
of animals, which he here required of Abraham ; nor did the Jews 
feed upon any other domestic animals than the three here naiued, as 
Reland observe-^ on Antiq. B.iv. ch. iv. $ 4. 

t Ab to this affliction of Abraham's posterity for 400 years, see 
Aotif. B. U. ch. ix. I K 
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that country. These admonitions she obeyed, and returned 
to her master and mistress, and obtained forgiveness. A little 
while afterwards, she bare Ishmael, which may be interpreted 
Heard of God, because God had heard his mother's prayer. 
5. The fore -mentioned sen was born to Abram when be 
was eighty-six years old : but when he was nine^y-nii^e, 
(iod appeared to him and promised him, that he should 
have a son by Sarai, and commanded that his name should 
be Isaac ; and showed him, that from this son should ^prin^ 
great nations and kings, and that they should obtain all the 
land of Canaan by war, from Sidoo to Egypt. But he 
charged him, in order to keep his posterity unmixed with 
others, that they should be circumcised in the flesh of their 
foreskin, and that this should be dune on the eighth day after 
they were born ; the rcr^on of which circumcision I will 
explain in another place. And Abram inquiring also con- 
cerning Ishmael, whether he should live or not, God signified 
to him, that he should live to be very old, and should be 
the father of great nations : Abram therefore gave thanks 
to God for these blessings ; and then he, and all his family, 
and his son Ishmael, were circumcised immediately; the 
9on being that day thirteen years of age, and he ninety-nine* 



CHAP. XI. 

How God overihrew the nation of the Sodomites, out qf hU 
wrath against them for their sins. 

^ 1. About this time the Sodomites grew proud, on ac* 
count of their riches and great wealth: they became unjust 
towards men, and impious towards God, insomuch that they 
did not call to min ■ the advantages they received from him i 
they hated strangers, and abused themselves with Sodomiti- 
cal practices. God was therefore much displeased at thenl,- 
and determined to punish them for their pride, and over- 
throw their city, and to lay waste their country, until there 
should neither plant nor fruit grow out of it. 

2. When God had thus resolved concerning the Sodomites, 
Abraham, as he sat by the ouk of Mambre, at the door of 
his tent, he saw three angels ; and thinking them to be sti'an* 
gers, he rose up, and saluted them, and desired they would 
accept of an entertainment, and abide with him ; to which, 
when they agreed, he Oi*dered cakes of .-meal to be madt 
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presently ; Und when he had slain a calf, he roasted it, and 
brought it to them, as they sat under the oak. Now they 
made a show of eating ; and besides, they asked him about 
his^ wife Sai^, where she was,. and when he said she was 
Within, they said, they should come again hereafter, and 
find her become a mother* Upon which the woman laugh- 
ed, and said, that it was impossible she should bear children, 
since she ^as ninety years of age, and her husband was an 
hundred. Then they concealed themselves no longer, but 
declared that they were angels of God ; and that one of 
them was sent to inform them about the cliild, and two for 
the overtlirow of Sodom. • . 

3. When Abraham heard this, he was grieved for the So- 
domites ; and he rose up, and besought God for them, and 
entreated hifn that he would not destroy the righteous, with 
tjke wicked. ' And when God had replied, that there was no 
good man among the Sodomites ; for if there were but ten 
such men among them he would not punish any of them for 
tlieir sins, Abraham held his peace. And the angels came to 
the city of the Sodomites, and Lot entreated them to accept 
9f a lodging with him ; for he was a very generous and hos- 
pitable man, and one that had learned to imitate the good- 
ness of Abraham. Now when the Sodomites saw the young 
men to be of beautiful countenances, and this to an extraor- 
dinary degree, and that they took up their lodgings with Lot, 
they resolved themselves to enjoy those beautiful boys by 
force and violence ; and when Lot exhorted them to sobriety, 
and not to offer any thing immodest to the strangers, but to 
have regard to their lodging in his house, and promised that 
if their inclinations could not be governed, he would expose 
his daughters to their lust instead of these strangers ; neither 
thus were they made ashamed. 

4. But God was much displeased at their impudent bey 
haviour, so that he both smote those men with blindness, and 
condemned the Sodomites to universaf destruction. *But 
Lot, upon God's informing him of the future destruction of 
the Sodomites, went away, taking with him his wife, and 
daughters, who were two, and still virgins ; for those that 
were * betrothed to them were above the thoughts of goings 

* These sorw-tWaw to Lot, as they arc caHed, Gen. xlx. i'l — 14. 
might be fc| styled, because they were betrothed to Lot's daughters, 
tbo ;gh not married to them. See the note on Antiq. B. xiv. ch- 
xVii. * 1. 

VuL X. K 
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and deemed that Lot's words were trifling. God then cast a 
tliunderbolt upon the city, and set it on Arc, with its inhabi- 
tants ; and laid waste the country with the like burning, as I 
formerly said when I wrote the * Jewish war. 3ut Lot's 
wife continually turning back to view the city, as she went 
from it, and being too nicely inquisitive what would become 
of it, although God had forbidden her so to do, was changed 
into a t pillar of salt : for I have seen it, and it remains at 
this day. Now he and his daughters fled to a certain small 
place, encompassed with the fire, and settled in it ; it is to 
this day called Zoar, for that is the word which the Hebrews 
use for a small thing. There it was that he lived a miserable 
life, on account of his having no company, and kis want of 
provisions. 

5. But his daughters thinking that all mankind were destroy- 
ed, J approached to their father, though taking care not to 
be perceived. This they did, tiiat human kind might not 

* Of the war, B. iv. chap viii. i 4. 

t This pillar of salt was, we see here, standing in the days of 
Josephus, and he had seen it. That it was standing then is also at- 
tested to by Clement of Rome, cotemparary with Josephus ; as 
also that it was so in the next century is attested by Irenaeus, with 
the addition of an hypothesis, how it came to last so long, with all 
its members entire. Whether the account that S9me modem travel- 
lers give be true, that it is still standing, I do not know. Its re- 
mote situation, at the utmost southern point of the sea of Sodoni, 
in the wild and dangerous deserts of Arabia, makes it exceeding dif- 
ficult for inquisitive travellers to examine the place ; and for the 
common reports of country people, at a distance, they are not very 
satisfactory. In the uican tme, I have no opinion of Le Clerc's dis- 
sertation or hypothesis about this question, which can only be de- 
termined by eye-witnesFCS. When Chri;tian princes, fo called, lay 
aside their foolLh and unchrutian wars and quarrel.% and send a 
body of fit persons to travel over the Eai t, and bring us faithful ac- 
^ counts of all ancient monuments, and procure us copies of all ancient 
records, at present lost among us, we may hope for full satitfactioa 
in such inquiries, but hardly before. 

J I see no proper wicked intention in there daughters of liOt, 
when, in a case which appeared to them of unavoidable necessity, 
they procured themselves to be with chifd to their father. Without 
incik an unavoidable necessity, incest is an horrid crime i but whe- 
ther in such a case. of necessity as they apprehended this to be, ac- 
cording to Josephus, it was any such crime, I atn not satisfied. In 
the mean time, their making their father drunk, and their solicitous 
concealment of what they did from him, shows that they despaired 
of per-:iading hifi'CcKin action wh'.ch, at best, could not but be very 
su^icious and siK>cking to so good a man. 
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utterly fail : and they bare sons ; the son of the elder was 
named Moah^ which denotes one derived /riom hi$ father ; the 
younger bare>^fiif7ion,Avhich name denotes one derived/ront 
a kifuman. The former of whom was the father of the 
M oabites, which is even still a great nation ; the latter was 
the father of the Ammonites; and both of them are inhabi- 
tants of CGBlosyrta. And such Was the departure of Lot from 
among the Sodomites. 



CHAP. xn. 

Concerning Ahimelech ; and concerning Tshmael, the son of 
•Abraham ; and concerning the Arabians which were his 
posterity. 

^ 1. Abraham now removed to Gerar of Palestine, lead- 
ing Sarah along with him, under the notion of his sister, 
using the like dissimulation that he had used before, and this 
out of fear: for he was afraid of Abimelech, the king of 
that country, who did also himself fall in love with Sarah, 
and was disposed to corrupt her ; but he was restrained 
from satisfying his. lust by a dangerous distemper, which be- 
fell him from God. Now, when his physicians despaired of^ 
curing him, he fell asleep, and saw a dream, warning him not 
to abuse the stranger's wife ; and when he recovered, he told 
his friends that God had inflicted that disease upon him by 
way of punishment for his injury to the stranger ; and in 
order to preserve the chastity of his wife, for that she did 
not accompany hiiH. sis his sister^ but as his legitimate wife ; 
and that God had promised to be gracious to him for the 
time to come if tliis person be once secure of his wife's 
chastity. When he had said this, by the advice of his friends 
he sent fur Abraham, and bid him be not concerned about 
his wife, or fear the corruption of her chastity ; for that God 
took care of him, and that it was by his providence that he 
received his wife again without her suffering any abuse. And 
he appealed to God, and to his wife's conscience : and said, 
that he had not had any inclination at first to enjoy her, if he 
had known she was his wife ; but since, said he, thou ledest 
her about as thy sister, I was guilty of *bo offence. He also 
entreated hun to be at peace with him ; and to make God 
propitious to him : and that if he thought fit to continue with 
him, ke should have what he wanted in abundance ; but that 
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Jf he designed to go away, he should be honourably conduct- 
ed, and have whatsoever supply he wanted when he came 
thither. Upon bis saying this, Abraham told him that his 
pfetence of kindred to his wife was no lie, because she wad 
bis brother*s daughter ; and that he did not think himself 
safe in bis travels abroad with this sort of dissimulation ; and 
that he was not tJie cause of his distemper, but was only so- 
licitous for his own safety: he said also that he was ready 
to stay with him. Whereupon Abimeh-ch assigned him land 
and moneys and they covenanted to live together without 
guile, and took an oath at a certain well called Beershtha, 
^which may be interpreted, The well of the oath: and so it b 
named by the people of the country unto this day. 

2. Now in a little time Abraham had a son by Sarah, as 
God had foretold to him, whom he named Isaac, which sig- 
nifies laughter. And indeed they so called him, because 
Bhrah laughed when *God said that she should bear a son, 
she not expecting such a thing, as being past the age of child- 
bearing, for she was ninety years old, and Abraham an hun- 
dred ; so that this son was born to them both in the last year 
of each of those decimal numbers. And they circumcised 
him upon the eighth day : and from that time the Jews con- 
tinue the custom of circumcising their sons within that num- 
ber of days. But as for the Arabians, they circumcise after 
the thirteenth year, because Ishmael, the founder of their 
nation, who was born to Abraham of the concubine, was 
circumcised at that age ; concerning whom I will presently 
give a particular account with great exactness. 

3. As for Sarah, she at first loved Ishmael, who was born 
of her own handmaid Hagar, with an affection not inferior to 
that of her son, for he was brought up in order to succeed 
in the government: but when she herself had borne Isaac, 
she was not willing, that Ishmael should be brought up with 
him, as being too old for him, and able to do him injuries 
when their father should be dead ; she therefore persuaded 
Abraham to send him and his mother to some distant couu- 

* It is well worth observat'on, that Jofephns here calls that prin- 
cipal angel, who appeared to Abraham, and foveto'.d the bi. th of 
Laac, directly Gorf; which language of Josephus's here, prepares us 
to believe those other expres- ions of hi'', that Jesus was a wise »mw, 
if it be lawful to calihim a man, Antiq. B. xviii. ch. iii. ^ 3. and of 
God, the Word, in hi:' homily concerning Hade«, may be both genuine. 
Kor is the other expre s;on of divine Angel^ used presently, and be- 
fore, alsp of any other wgnification. 
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try. Now at the first he did not agree to what Sarah was 
so zealous for, and thought it an instance of the greatest 
barbarity to send away a * young child, and a woman, un- 
provided of necessaries ; 6ut at length he agreed to it, be- 
cause God was pleased with what Sarah had determined : 
so he delivered Ishmael to his mother, as not yet able to go 
by himself; and commanded her to take a bottle of water 
and a loaf of bread, and so to depart, and take necessity for 
her guide. But as soon as her necessary provisions failed 
she found herself in an evil case ; and when the water was 
almost spent, she laid the young child, who was ready to ex- 
pire, under a fir-tree, and went on farther, that so he might 
die while she was absent. But a divine angel came to her, 
and told her of a fountain hard by, and bid her take care, 
and bring up the child, because she should be very happy 
by the preservation of Ishmael. She then took courage, 
upon the prospect of what was promised her, and meeting 
with some shepherds, by their care she got clear of the dis- 
tresses she had been in. 

4. When the lad was grown up, he married a wife, by birth 
an Egyptian, from whence the mother was herself derived 
originally. Of this wife were born to Ishmael twelve son^ 
Nabaioth, Kedar, Abdeel, Mabsam, Idumas, Masmaos, Mas- 
saos, Chodad, Thcman, Jetur, Naphesus, Kadmas. These 
inhabited all the country from Euphrates to the Red Sea, 
and called it N'ahatene. They are an Arabian nation, and 
name their tribes from these, both because of their own 
virtue, and because of the dignity of Abraham their father. 

* Josephus here calls Ishmael a young child, or infant, though he 
was above IS years of age ; as Judas calls himself and his b. ethren 
young men wbeo they were 47, and he had two children. Antiq. B. 
ii.ch. vi. ( 8. and they were much of the Fame age as is a dam el of 
12 years old ca'led a Utile child, Maik v. 39 — 42. five several timen. 
Herod abo is sad, by Josephus, to be a very young man at 25. Sec 
the note on Antiq. B. xiv.-ch. ix. $ 2. and of the War, B. i. ch. x. 
. And Aristobulus is ptyl|;d a very Utile child at 16 years of age. 
Antiq. B. XV. ch. ii. ft 6, 7. Bomitian is aho called by him a very 
young ehlld when be went on his German expedition, at about IB 
year.-« of age, of the War, B. vii. ch. iv. 2. 8amson*s wife, and 
Rn(h, when they were' widows, are called duldren, Antiq. B. v. 
ch. viii. i 6. and ch. ix. ( 2, 5. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Concerning hac^y the legitimate son of Mrdkam. 

\ 1 . Now Abraham greatly loved Isaac, as being his *only 
begotten^ and given to him at the borders of old age, by the 
favour of God. The child also endeared himself to his pa- 
rents still more, by the exercise of every virtue, and adhering 
to. his duty to his parents, and being zealous in the virorship 
of God, Abraham also placed his otvn happiness in this pros- 
pect, that when he should die, he should leave this his son 
in a safe and secure condition ; which accordingly he obtain- 
ed by the will of God ; who being desirous to make an expe- 
riment of Abraham's religious disposition towards himself, 
appeared to him, and " Enumerated all the blessings be had 
bestowed on him ; how he had made him superior to his ene- 
mies ; and that his son Isaac, who was the principal part of 
his present happiness, was derived from him ; and he said, 
that he required this son of his, as a saciifice and holy obla- 
tion." Accoi'dingly he commanded him to carry him to the 
mountain Moriah, and to build an altar, and offer him for a 
burnt-offering upon it ; for that this would best manifest his, 
peligious disposition towards him, if he preferred what waa 
pleasing to God before the preservation of his own son. 

2. Now Abraham thought that it was not right to disobey 
God in atjy thing, but that he was obliged to serve him in 
every circumstance of life, since all creatures that Kve enjoy 
tlieir life by his providence, and the kindness he bestows on 
them.. Accordingly, h^ concealed this command of God, 
and his own intentions about the slaughter of his son, from 
his wife, as also from every one of his servants, otherwise he 
should have been hindered from his obedience to God ; and 
he took Isaac^ together with two of his servants, and laying 
what things were necessary for a sacrifice on an ass, he went 
away to the mountain. Now the two servants went along with 
him two days ; but on the third day, as soon as he saw the 
mountj^n, he left those servants that wepGsWith him till then 
In the plain, and having his son alone with him,, he eame to 
the mountain. It was that naountain upon which king David: 

* Note, that both here, and Heb. xi. 17. Isaac is called Abraham^ 
unly begotten son, though he at the same time had another son Ish- 
mael. The Septuagint expressed the true meaning, by rendering. 
th6 tej^t, the beloved ton. 
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afterwards btfilt Ihe * temple. Now they had brought with 
them every thing necessary for a sacrifice, excepting the 
animarthat was to be offered only. Now Isaac was twen- 
ty-five years old. And as he was building the altar, he 
asked his father, " What he was about to offer, since there 
was no animal there for an oblation?" To which it was 
answered, " That God would provide himself an oblation, 
he being able to make a plentiful provision for men out of 
what they already have not, and to deprive others of what 
tkey already have, when they put too much trust therein ; 
that therefore if God pleased to be present and propitious 
at this sacrifice, he would provide himself an oblation." 
3. As soon as the altar was prepared, and Abraham had 
laid on the wood, and all things were entirely ready, he said 
to his son, " O son, I poured out a vast number of prayers 
that I might have thee for my son ; when thou wast come 
into the world, there was nothing that could contribute to 
thy support, for which I was not greatly solicitous ; nor any 
thing wherein I thought myself happier than to see thee 
grown up to man's estate, and that I might leave thee, at 
my death, the successor to my dominion : but since it was 
by Cfod's will that I became thy father, and it is now his 
will that I relinquish thee, bear this consecration to God 
with a generous mind ; for I resign thee up to God, who has 
thougl^t fit now to require this testimony of honour to him- 
self on account of the favours he hath conferred on me, in 
being to me a supporter and defender. Accordingly thou, 
my son, wilt now die, not in any common w^ay of going out 
of t"he world, but sent to God, the father of all men, before 
hand, by thy own father, in the nature of a sacrifice. I 
suppose he tiiinks thee worthy to get clear of this world, 
neither by a disease,^ neither by war, nor by any other se- 
vere ways by which death usually comes upon men, but so 
that he will receive thy soul with prayers and holy offiQes 
of religion, and will place thee near to himself, and thou wilt 
there be to me a succourer and supporter iamy old age ; on 
which account I principally brought thee up,, and thou wilt 
thereby procure me God for my comforter instead of thyself." 

* Here is a plain error in the copies, which say, that king David 
afterwards built the temple on this mount MorXah, while it was 
' cei'tainly no other tha« ting Solomon who built that temple, as in- 
deed Procopius cites from .Tosephus : for it was for certain -David, 
aifdnot Solomon, who bnilt the first a//ar there, as we learn, 2 SanL 
xxivvl8. 1 Chron. xxi. ^2. and Aptiq. B. vii. ch. xiii. i 4. 
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4. Now Isaac was of such a geocFOUS disiK)siUoo as be- 
came the SOD of such a father, and was pleased with this 
discourse ; and said, " That he was not worthy to be bora 
at first if he should reject the determination of God, and of 
his father, and should not resign himself up readily to both 
their pleasures, since it would have been unjust, if he had 
not obeyed, even if his father had alone so resolved." So 
he went immediately to the altar to be sacrificed. And the 
deed had been done if God had not opposed it : for he called 
loudly to Abraham by his name, and forbade him to slay his 
son ; and said, ^' It was not out of a desire of human blood 
that he was conmianded to slay his son, nor was he willr 
ing that he should be taken away from him whom he had 
made his father, but to try the temper of his mind, whether 
he would be obedient to such a command. Since there- 
fore he now was satisfied as to that his alacrity, and the 
surprising readiness he showed in this his piety, he was de- 
lighted in having bestowed such blessings upon him; and 
that his son should live to a very great age ; that he should 
live an happy life, and bequeath a large principality to his 
chjldren, who should be good and legitimate." He fore- 
told also, that his family should increase into many nations ; 
and that those * patriarchs should leave behind them an 
everlasting name ; that they should obtain the possession of 

* It seems both here, and in God's parallel blessing to Jacob, ch. 
xix. ( 1. that Josephus had not yet any notion of the hidden mean- 
ing of that most important and most eminent promise, in thy^seei 
thall all the families of the earth he blessed. He saith not of seedi, 
as of many^ hvi as of one f and to thy seed, whdch is Christy Gal. iii* 
16. Nor is it any wonder, he being, I think, as yet not a christian. 
And had he been a christian, yet since he was to be sure, till the lat- 
ter part of his life, no more than an Eblonite christian, who, above 
all the apoftles, rejected and despiped St. Paul, it would be no great 
wonder if he did not now follow his interpretation. In the mean 
time, we have in effect St. Paul's exposition in the testament of 
Reuben, i 6. in Authent. Rec. part i. p. 3(H. who charges his sons, 
•' To worship the seed of Judah, who should die for them in visible 
and invisibie wars; and ^should be among them an eternal king** 
Nor is that observation of a learned foreigner of my acquaintance 
to be despi<ied, who takes notice, that as seeds^ in the plural, must 
s'lgnKy posterity, or seed^ in the singular, may signify either po.«^terity 
or a single person; and that in this promi-e of all nations being hap- 
py in the seed of Abraham, or Isaac, or Jacob, &c. it is always u^ed 
in the singular. To which I shall add, that it is sometimes, as it 
were, paraphrased by the son of Abraham, the son of David, &c. 
which is capable of no such ambiguity. 
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fhe'laod'of Canatan, and be envied by all men. When €r^ 
had aaid thU, he produced to them a ram, which did ndt 
appear' before, fdr the sacrifice. So Abraham and Isaac 
rcceiviog^ each other unexpectedly, and having obtained th^ 
promises of such great blessings, embraced one another; 
twd when they had sacrificed, ihey returned tO' Sarah, aiiii 
Hved happily together, God affording him liis assistance in 
»ll things they desired. 



CHAP. XIV. 

Cmcerniiig Sarah. Abraham^s wife ;' and how she ended her 
days, 

\ 1. NoAV Sarah died a little while after, having lived 
one hundred and twenty-seven years. They buried her in 
Hebron ; the Canaanites publicly allowing thejn a burying- 
place : which piece of ground Abraham bought for four hun- 
dred shekels, of Ephron, an inhabitant of Hebron. And both 
Abraham and his descendants built themselves sepulchres in 
tHat place. 



CHAP. XV. 

Bow the nation of the Troglodytes toere derived from Abraham 
by Keturah. 

\ I. Abraham after this married Keturah, by whom six 
30D8 were born to him, men of courage and of sagacious 
minds: Zambran, and Jazar, and Madan, and Madian, Josa- 
bak and Sous. Now the sons of Sous were, Sabathan, and 
Dadan. The sons of Dadan were Latusim, and Assur, and 
Luom. The sons of Madian were, Ephas, and Ophren, and 
Anoch, and Ekidas, and Eldas. Now for all these sons and 
grandsons, Abraham continved to settle them in colonies ; 
and they took possession of Troglodytis, and the country of 
Arabia the Happy, as far as it reaches, to the Red Sea. It is 
related of this Ophren, that he made war against Lybia, and 
^ok it; and that his grandchildi*en, when they inhabiled 
't, called it from his name Africa. And indeed Alex- 
ander Polyhistof gives his attestation to what I here say ; 
who speaks thus : " Cleodemus the prophet, who was also 
failed MalchuSy who wrote an history of the Jews, in agree- 
inent with the history of Moses, their legislator, relates, that 
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^ere were many sons born to Abraham by Keturah: nay, 
he names three of them, Apher, and Jurim, and~ Japhran. 
That fbom Surim was the land of Assyria denominated ; and 
that from the other two, Apher and Japhran, the country of 
Africa took its name, because these men were au^iaries to 
Hercules, when he fought against Lybia and Antaeus; and 
that Hercules married Aphra's daughter, and of her begat a 
son Didorus ; and that Soph on was his son, from whom the 
barbarous people, called ^phacianSy were denominated." 



CHAP. XYI. 

Hoxo Isaac took Rebeka to trt/c. 

?^ 1. Now when Abraham, the father of Isaac, had re* 
solved to take Rebeka, who was grand-daughter to his bro- 
ther Nahor, for a wife to his son Isaac, who was then, about 
forty years old, \te sent the ancientest of his servants to be- 
troth her, after he had obliged him to give him the strongest 
assurances of his fidelity. Which assurances were given af- 
ter the manner following: they put each others hands under 
each others thighs: then they called upon God as the wit- 
ness of what was to b& done. He also sent such presents to 
those that were there, as were in esteem, on account that 
they either rarely or never were seen in that country. This 
servant got thither not under a considerable time, for it re- 
quires much time to pass through Mesopotamia, in which it 
is tedious travelling, both in winter for the depth of the clay, 
and in summer, for want of water ; and besides this, for the 
robberies there committed, which are not to be avoided by 
travellers, but by caution beforehand. However, the servant 
came to Haram. And when he was in the suburbs, he met 
a great number of maidens going to the water ; he therefore 
prayed to God, that Rebeka might be found among them, or 
her whom Abraham sent him as his servant to espouse to 
his son, in case his will were that this marriage should be 
consummated ; and that she might be made known to him 
by this sign, that while others denied him water to drink, 
she might give it him. 

£. With this intention he went to the well, and desired 
the maidens to give him some water to drink : but while the 
others refused, on pretence that they wanted it all at home, 
and could spare none for him, one only of the company re- 
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buked them for their peevish behaviour towards the stran* 
ger; and said, what is there that you will ever communicate 
to any body, who have not so much as given the man some 
water ? She then offered him water in an obliging manner. 
And now he began to hope^that this grand affair would suc- 
ceed ; but desiring ^iil to know the truth, he commended 
her for her generosity and good nature, that she did not 
scruple to afford a sufficiency of water to those that wanted 
it, though it cost her some pains to draw it ; and asked who 
were her parents, and wished them joy of si|ch a daughter ; 
and mayest thou be espoused, said he, to their satisfaction! 
into the family of an agreeable husband, and bring him legi- 
timate children. Nor did she disdain to satisfy his inqui- 
ries, but told him her family. They, says she, call me Re- 
beka ; Iny father was Bethuel, but he is dead ; and Laban is 
my brother, and, together with my mother, takes care of all 
our family affairs, and is the guardian of my virginity. When 
the servant heard tiiis, he was very glad at what had hap- 
pened, and iat what was told him, as perceiving that God had 
thus plainly directed his journey ; and producing his brace- 
lets, and some other ornaments which it was esteemed de- 
cent fot virgins to wear, he gave them to the damsel, by 
way of acknowledgment, and as a reward for her kindness 
in giving him water to drink ; saying, it was but just that she 
should have them, because she was so much more obliging 
than any of the rest. She de^sired also that he would come 
and lodge with them, since the approach of the night gave 
him not time to proceed further. And producing his pre- 
cious ornaments for women, he said, he desired to trust them 
to none more safely, than to such as she had showed her- 
self to be : and that he believed he might guess at the hu- 
manity of her mother and brother, ^Uiat they would not be 
di^leased, from the virtue he found in her, for he would not 
be burthensome. but would pay the hire for his entertain- 
ment, and spend his own money. To which she replied, 
diat he guessed right as to the humanity of her parents ; but 
complained, that he should have all on free cost: but she 
said, she would first inform her brother Laban, and, if he 
gave her leave, she would conduct him in. 

3. As soon then as this was over, she introduced the 
stranger; and for the camels, the servants of Laban brought 
them in, and. took care of them, and he was himself brought 
in to supper by Laban. And, after supper, he says to him, 
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aq^ tio the mother of the damsel, addressing bioiself to her* 
'J Abraham is the son of Terah, itnd a kinsman jof yours, foi; 
NahQr> the grandfather of these children, was the brother 
of. Abraham, by both father and mother; upon which ac- 
cimnt he hath sent me to you, being desirous, to^ take this 
4amsf^ for his son to wife. He is his legitimatQ son ; and is 
brought up as his only heir. He could indeed have had the 
Wiost happy of all the women in that country for him, but he 
would not have his s6n marry any of them ; but out of re-. 
gard to his own relations, he desired to match hiih here, 
vhose affection and inclination I would not have yqu de§7 
pise ; for it was by the good pleasure of God that othej^ ac- 
cidents fell out in my journey, and that thereby I light upon 
your daughter^ and your house.; for when I was near to ther 
city, I saw a great many maidens coming to a well, and I 
prayed that I might meet with this damrsel, which has come- 
t^ pass accordingly. Do you therefore confirm that mar-^ 
riage, whose espousals have been already made by a divine 
appearance ; and show the respect you have for Abraham^ 
who has sent me with so much solicitude, in giving your 
consent to the marriage of this damsel." Upon this they un- 
derstood it to be the will of God, and greatly approved of 
the offer, and sent their daughter, as was desired. . Accord^ 
lijgjy Isaac married her, the inheritance being now come tor 
him ; for the children of Keturah were gone to their own 
i^mote habitations. 



^ CHAP. xvn. 

Concerning the death of Abraham. 

^ 1. A LITTLE while after this Abraham died. He wa» 
avman of incomparable virtue, and honoured by God in a 
manner agreeable to his piety towards him. The whole time 
grf his life was one hundred seventy and five years ; and he 
was buried in Hebron^ with his wife Sarah, by their sous 
Isaac and Ishmael. 
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CHAP. XVHI. 

Concerning the sons of Isaac, Esau and Jacob, Of their na- 
tivity and education. 

^ 1. Now Isaac's wife proved with child, * after the 
death of Abraham ; and when her belly was greatly bur- 
dened, Isaac was very anxious, and inquired of God ; who 
answered, that Rebeka should bear twins; and that two na- 
tions should take the names of these sons; and that he who 
appeared the second, should excel the elder. Accordingly 
Bhe, in a little time, as God had foretold, bear twins ; the 
elder of whom, from his head to his feet, was very rough 
and hairy ; but the younger took hold of his heel as they 
were in the birth. Now the father loved the elder, who 
was called Esau^ a name agreeable to his roughness, for the 
Hebrews call such, an hairy roughness, f [Esau or] Seir ; but 
Jacob the younger was best beloved hy his mother, 

2. When there was a famine in the land, Isaac resolved 
to go into Egypt,'the land there being good ; but he went to 
Gerar, as God commanded him. Here Abimelech the king 
received him, because Abraham had formerly lived with 
him, and had been his friend : and as in the beginning he 
treated him exceeding kindly, so he was hindered from con- 
tinuing in the same disposition to the end, by his envy at 
him ; for when he saw that God was with Isaac, and took 
such great care of him, he drove him away from him. But 
Isaac, when he saw how envy had changed the temper of 
Abimelech, retired to a place called The Valley, not far from 
Gerar ; and as he was digging a well the shepherds fell upon 
' him, and began to fight, in order to hinder the work ; and be- 
cause he did not desire to contend, the shepherds seemed to 
get the better of him, so he still retired, and dug another 
well ; and when certain other shepherds of Abimelech's be- 
gan to oflFer him violence, he left that also, and still retired, 
thus purchasing security to himself by a rational and pru- 
dent conduct. At length the king gave him leave to dig a 

• The birth of Jacob and Esau is here faid to be after Ahraham^s 
death ; it f^hould have been after Sarah'** death. The order of the 
Darration in Genesis, not always exactly according to the order of 
time, seems to have led Josepnus into it, as Dr. Bernard observes 
here. 

t For Seir in Jofephus, the coherence requires that we read Esau 
or Seir, which signifies the same thing. 

V*t. I. L 
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well without disturbance; he named this well JRehohoth, 
which denotes a large space ; but of the former w^ell^, one 
was called EscoUy which denotes strife, the other Sitenna 
which name signifies enmity. 

8. It was now that Isaac's affairs increased, and his power 
was in a flourishing condition ; and this from his great riches. 
But, Abimelech thinking Isaac throve in opposition to him, 
while their living together made them suspicious of each 
other, and Isaac's retiring showing a secret enmity also, he 
was afraid that his former friendship with Isaac did not se- 
cure him, if Isaac should endeavour to revenge the injuries 
he had formerly offered him; he therefore renewed his 
friendship with him, and brought with him Philoc, one of his 
generals : and when he had obtained every thing he desired, 
by reason of Isaac's good nature, who preferred the earlier 
friendship Abimelech had showed to himself and his father,' 
to his later wrath against him, he returned home. 

4. No^ when Esau, one of the sons of Isaac, whom the 
father principally loVed, was now come to the age of forty 
years, he n\arried Adah, the daughter of Helon, and Aholiba- 
mah, the daughter of Esebeon; whith Helon and Esebeon 
were great lords among the Canaanites, thereby taking upon 
himself the authority, and pretending to have dominion over 
his own marriages, without so much as a&ing the advice of 
his father ; for had Isaac been the arbitrator, he bad not ^iven 
him leave t(» marry thus, for he was not pleased withj^on> 
tracting any alliance with the people of that country ; but 
not caring to be uneasy to his son, by commanding him te 
put away these wives, be resolved to be silent. 

5. But when he was old, and could not see at all, he called 
Esau to him, and told him, that besides all blindness, and the 
disorder of his eyes, his very old age hindered him from his 
worship of God [by sacrifice,] he bid him therefore to go out 
a hunting, and when he had caught as much venison as he 
could, to prepare him* a supper, that after this he might 

* The Fupper of savoury meat, as ve call it, Gen. xxvii. 4. to be 
raiight by bunting, was intended plainly for a fe^tival or a sacrifice; 
and upon the prayers that were frequent at sacrifices, Laac expect- 
edf as was thenurual in such eminent cases, that a divine inipul*se 
would corae upon him, in order to the solemn blessing of his son 
there prcent, and his foretelling hi? Ttture behaviour an^fortune. 
Whence itmmt be, that when l^aac had unwittingly blessed Jacob, 
and was afterward made sensible of his mistake, yet did he not at- 
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make supplication to God to be to him a supporter and anas- 
sister, during the whole time of his life ; saying that it was 
uncertain when he should die, and that he was desirous, by 
his prayers for him, to procure^ beforehand, God to b% merci- 
ful to him. 

6. Accordingly Esau went out a hunting. But* Rebeka 
thinking it proper to have the supplication made for obtain- 
ing the favour of God to Jacob, and that without the consent 
of Isaac, bid him kill kids of the goats, and prepare a sup- 
per : so Jacob obeyed his mother, according to all her in- 
sti'uc^oos. Now when the supper was got ready, he took a 
gOHt^s skin, and put it about his arm, that by reason of it6 
hairy roughness, he might, by his father, be believed to be 
Esau ; for they being twins, and in all things else alike, dif- 
fered only in this thing. This was dune out of his fear^ that 
before his father had made his supplications, he should be 
caught in his evil practice, and lest he should, on the contrary, 
provoke his father to curse him. So he brought in the sup- 
per to his father. Isaac perceiving by Ihe peculiarity of his 

tempt to a^ter it, how earnestly Foever b^s affect'on for Esau might 
inclifte him to wUh it might be altered, because he knew that this 
ble^ing came not from himself, but from God, and that an aiterafioh 
was out of his power. A second affiatus then came upon him, aud 
enabled him to foretell Esau's future behaviour aud fortune also. 

• Whether Jacob or his mother Rebeka were most blameable in 
this imposition upon I>aac in his old age, I cannot determine. How- 
ever, the blessing being delivered as a prediction of future events, 
by a divine impuhe, and foretelling things to befall the posterity of 
Jacob and Esau in future ages, wa**' for ceriain providential ; and 
according to what Rebeka knew to be the purpose of God, when he 
answered her inquiry, before ihe children were bom. Gen. xxv. 2i>. 
that one people should be stronger than the other people ; and the elder ^ 
Esau, should serve the yowiger, Jacob. Wheiher Isaac knew or re- 
membered this old oracle, delivered in our copies only to Rebeka; 
or whether if he knew and remembered it he did not endeavour to 
alter the divine determination, out of his fondnesi for bis elder and 
worser son Bsau, to the damage of hi* younger and bet ter son Jacob ; 
as Jo>ephus elsewhere supposes. Antiq. B. It. cap. vii. sec. S. I can- 
not certainly say. If so, this might tempt Rebeka to contrive, and 
Jacob to put this imposition upon him. However, Jo.^ephuF says 
here, that it was I^aac, and not Rebeka, who inquired of God at fir<-t, 
and received the foretrientioned oracle, sec. 1. which, if it be the 
true reining, renders Isaac's procedure more inexcusable : nor wan 
it probably any thing else that so much encouraged Esau formerly to 
marry two Canaanitish wives, without his parents consent, as Isaac's 
unhappy fondness for him. 
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voice who he was, called his son to him, who gave him his 
hand, which was covered with' the goat's skin. When Isaac 
felt that, he said, "Thy voice is like the voice of Jacob, yet 
hecaus* of the thickness of thy hair, thou seemcst to be 
Esau." So suspecting no deceit, he eat the supper, and be- - 
took himself to his prayers and intercessions with God ; and 
said, ^* O Lord of all ages, and creator of all suhstance ; for 
it was thou that didst propose to my father great plenty of 
good things, and hast vouchsafed to bestOAV on me what I 
have ; and hast promised to my posterity to be their kind 
Supporter, and to bestow on them still greater blessfeigs ; do 
t-hou therefore confirm these thy promises, and do not over- 
look me, because of ray present weak condition, on account 
of which I more earnestly pray to thee. Be gracious to this 
my son ; and preserve him, and keep him from every thing 
that is evil. Give him an happy hfe, and the possession of as 
many good things as thy power is able to bestow. Make 
him terrible to his enemies, and honourable and beloved 
among his friends." 

7. Thus did Isaac pray to God, thinking his prayers had 
been made for Esau. He had but just finished them, when 
Esau came in from hunting. And when Isaac perceived his 
mistake, he was silent: but Esau required that he might be 
made partaker of. the like blessing from his father that his 
Itrother had, partook of; but his father refused it, because all 
his prayers had been «pent upon Jacob : so Esau lamented 
the mistake. However, his father being grieved at his weep- 
ing, sard, that " he should excel in hunting, and strength of 
body ; in arms, and all such sorts of work ; and should ob- 
tain glory forever on those accounts, he and his posterity af- 
ter him ; but still should serve his brother." 

8. Now the mother delivered Jacob, when lie was afraid 
that his brother would inflict some punishment upon him, be- 
cause of the mistake about the prayers of Isaac; for she per- 
suaded her busband to take a wife for Jacob out of Mesopo- 
tamia, of her own kindred, Esau having married already Ba- 
semmath, the daughter of Ishmael, without his father's con- 
sent, for Isaac did not like the Canaanites, so that he disap- 
proved of Esau*s former marriages, which made him take 
Basemmath to wife, in order to please liim ; and intfeed he 
had a great affection for her. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

4 

Concerning Jacobus flight into Mesopotamia^ by reason of the 
fear^ he was in of his brother, 

\ \- Now Jacob was sent by his mother to Mesopotainiai 
in order to marry Laban ber brother's daughter, (which mar- 
riage was. permitted by Isaac, on account of his obsequious- 
ness to the desires of his wife ;) and he accordingly journey" 
ed tiirough the land of Canaan: and because he hated the 
people of that country, he would not lodge with any of them, 
but took up his lodging in the open air, and laid his head on 
an heap of stones that he had gathered together. At which 
time he saw in his sleep such a vision standing by him : he 
seemed to see a ladder that reached from the tarth unto 
heaven, and persons descending down the ladder, that seem- 
ed Qiore excellent than human; and at last God himself stood 
above it, and was plainly visible to him, who calling him by 
his name, spake to him these words : 

2. ** O Jacob, it is not fit for thee, who art the son of a 
good father, and grand-son of one who bad obtained a great 
reputation for his eminent virtue, to be dejected at thy pre- 
sent circumstances, hut to hope for better times, for thou 
shah have great abundance of all good things by> my assist- 
ance: for I brought Abraham hither, out of Mesopotamia, 
when he was driven away by his kinsman, and I made thy 
father an happy man ; nor will I bestow a lesser degree of 
happiness on thyself. Be of good courage, therefore, and, 
under my conduct, proceed on in this thy journey, for the 
marriage thou goest so zealously about shall be consummated. 
And thou shalt have children of good characters, but their 
multitude shall be innumerable ; and thi^y shall leuve what 
they have to a still more numerous posterity, to whom, and 
whose posterity, I give the dominion of all the land, and their 
posterity shall fill the entire earth and sea, «o far as the sun 
b4*hoId9 them. But do not thou fear any danger, nor be afraid 
of the many labours ihdu must undergo, for by my provi* 
dence I will direct thee what thou art to do in the time pre<* 
sent, and still much more in the time to come.*' 

3. Such were the predictions which God mad* to Jacob : 
whereupim he became very joyful at what he had^seen and 
heard ; and he poured oil on the stones, because on them the 
prediction of such great benefits wastznade. 2i« also voTred 
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a vow, that he would off«r sacrifice upon them, if he lived, 
and rettinied safe ; and if he came again in such a condition, 
be would give the tithe of what he had gotten to God. He 
also judged the place to he honourable, and gave it the name 
of Bethel, which, in the Greek, is interpreted, the house af 
God. 

4. So he proceeded on his journey to Mesopotamia, and 
at length came to Haran ; and meeting with sheph<^rds in the 
suburhSf with boys grown up, and maidens sitting about a cer- 
tain well, he stayed with them, as wanting water to drink ; 
and beginning to discourse with them, he asked them whe- 
ther they knew such a one as Laban, and whether he was 
still alive. Now they all said they knew him, for he was net 
so inconsiderable a person as to be unknown to any of them; 
and that his daughter fed her father's flock together with 
them ; and that indeed they wondered that she was not yet 
come, for by her means thou mightest learn more exactly 
whatever thou dcsircst to know about that family. While 
they were saying this, the damsel came, and the other shep- 
herds that came down along with her. Then they showed 
her Jacob, and told her, that he was a stranger, who came to 
inquire about her fu therms affairs. But she, as pleased, after 
the custom of children, with Jacob's coming, asked him who 
he was, and whence he came to them, and what it was he 
lacked that he came thither. She also wished it might be 
in their power to supply the wants he came about. 

5. But Jacob was quite overcome, not so much by their 
kindred, nor by that affection which might arise thence, as by 
h*^ love to the damsel, and his surprise at her beauty, which 
was so flourishing, as few of the women of that age could vie 
with. He said then, *^ There is a relation between thee and 
me, elder than either thy or my births, if thou be the daugh- 
ter of Laban ; for Abraham was the son of Terah, as well as 
Haran and Nahor. Of the last of whom, Nahor, Bethuel 
thy grand-father was the son. Isaac, my father, was the son 
of Abraham and Sarah, who was the daughter of Haran. 
But there is a nearer and a later cement of mutual kindred 
which we bear to one another, for my mother Hebeka was 
lister to Laban thy father, both by the same father and mo- 

. ther ; I therefore and thou are cousin-germans. And I am 
now come to salute you, and to renew that affinity which is 
proper between us." Upon this the damsel, at the mention 
of Rebeka, as usually happ^iis to young persons, wept, and 
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that out of the kindness she had for her father, and embraced 
Jacob, she having learned an account of Rebeka from her fa- 
ther, and knew that her parents loved to hear her named ; 
and when she had saluted him, she said, that "he brought 
the most desirable and greatest pleasure to her father, with 
all their family, who was always mentioning his mother, and 
always thinking of her, and her alone ; and that this will 
make thee equal in his eyes to any advantageous circum- 
stances whatsoever." Then she bid him go to her father, 
and follow her while she condacted him to him ; and not to 
deprive him of such a pleasure, by staying any longer away 
from him. 

6. When she had said thus, she brought him to Laban ; 
and bt'ing owned by bis uncle, he was secure himself as being 
among his friends ; and he brought a great deal of pleasure to 
them by his unexpected coming. But a little while after- 
ward Laban told him, that he could not express in words the 
joy he had at his coming : but still he inquired of him the 
occasion of his coming ; and why he left his aged mother 
and father, when they wanted to be taken care of by him ; 
and that he would afford him all the assistance he wanted. 
Then Jacob gave him an account of the whole occasion p.f 
his journey, and told him, "That Isaac had two sons that 
Were twins, himself and Esau ; who, because he failed of his 
father's prayers, which by his mother's wisdom were put up 
for him, sought to kill him, as deprived of the kingdom which 
was * to be given him of God, and of the blessings for which 
their father prayed; and that this was the occasion of his 
coming hither, as his mother had commanded him to do : for 
we are all, says he, brethren one to another, but our mother 
esteems an alliance with your family more than she does one 
with the families of the country : so I look upon yourself 
and God to be the supporters of my travels, and think my- 
self safe in my present circumstances." 

7. Now Laban promised to treat him with great humanity, 

• By this deprivation of the kingd(m ihnt tras to be given Esau of 
Oody as the first-born, it appears that Josephns thought a kinerdom 
to be derived from God was due to him whom Isaac should bless as 
his first bom, which I take to be thsii kingdom >vhi' h was expected 
under the Messiah, who therefore was born of hi^^ posterity whom 
Isaac should so blcs< Jacob therefore, by obta'n'ng this bles' ing of 
the first bom, became the genuine heir of that kingdom, in opposi- 
tion to E^au. 
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tfoth on account of his ancestors, and particularly for the 
sake of his mother, towards whom, he said, he would show 
his kindness, even though sKe were absent, by taking care of 
him ; for he assured him he would make him the head shep- 
herd of his flock, and gave him authority sufficient for that 
purpose ; and when he should have a mind to return to his 
parents, he would send him hack with presents, and this in 
as honourable a manner as the nearness of their relation 
should require. This Jacob heard gladly ; and said he would 
willingly, and with pleasure, undergo any sort of pains while 
he tarried with him, but desired Rachel to wife, as the reward 
of those pains, who was not only on other accounts esteem- 
ed by him, but also because she was the means of his com- 
ing to him ; for he said he was forced by the love of the 
damsel to make this proposal. Laban was well pleased with 
this agreement, and consented to give- the damsel to him^as 
not desirous to meet with any better son-in-law ; and said he 
would do this, if he .would stay with hii^ some time, for he 
was not willing to send his daughter to be among the Ca- 
naanites, for he repented of the alliance he had made al- 
ready by marrying his sister there. And when Jacob had 
given his consent to this, he agreed to stay seven years ; for 
so many years he had resolved to serve his father-in-law, that 
having given a specimen of his virtue, it might be better 
known what sort of a man he was. And Jacob, accepting 
of his terms, after the time was over, he made the wedding- 
feast ; and when it was night, without Jacob's perceiving ity 
he put his other daughter into bed to him, who was both el- 
der than Rachel, and of no comely countenance ; Jacob lay 
with her that night, as being both in drink, and in the dark. 
^ However, when it was day, he knew what had been done to 
him : and he reproached Laban for his unfair proceeding 
with him ; who asked pardon for that necessity which forced 
him to do what he did ; for he did not give him Leah out of 
any ill design, but as overcome by another great necessity : 
that notwithstanding this, nothing should hinder him from 
marrying Rachel ; but that when he had served another se- 
ven years, he would give him her whom he loved. Jacob sub- 
mitted to this condition, for his love to the damsel did not 
permit him to do otherwise ; and when an other seven years 
were gone, he took Rachel to wife. 

8. Now each of these had handmaids, by their father's 
donation. Zilpha was handmaid to Leah, and Bilha to Ra- 
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chel, by no means * slaves, but, howeirer, subject to their 
mistresses. Now Leah was sorely troubled at her husband** 
love to her sister ; and she expected she should be better 
esteemed if she bare him children : so she entreated Ood 
perpetually ; and when she had borne a son, and her hus- 
band was on that account better reconciled to her, she named 
h«T son Keubel, because God had mercy upon her, in giving 
her a son, for that is the signification of this name. After 
some time she bare three more sons ; Simeon, which name 
signifies that God had hearkened to her prayer. Then she 
bare Levi, the confirmeroi their friendship. After him was 
bom Judah, which denotes thanksgiving. But Rachel, fear- 
ing lest the fruitfulness of her sister should make herself en- 
joy a lesser share of Jacob's affections, put to bed to him 
her handmaid Bilha ; by whom Jacob had Dan : one may 
Interpret that name into the Greek tongue, a divine judg- 
ment. And after him Nephtalim, as it were unconquerable 
in stratagems, since Rachel tried to conquer the fruitfulness 
of her sister by this stratagem. Accordingly Leah took the 
same method, and used a counter- stratagem of that of her 
sister's ; for she put to bed to him her own handmaid. Ja- 
cob therefore had by Zilpha a son, whose name was Gad, 
which maybe interpreted /orfwnc ; and after him Asher, 
which may be called an happy man, because he added glory 
to Leah. Now Reubcl, the eldest son of Leah, brought 
f apples of mandrakes to his mother. When Rachel saw 

* Here we have the dfference between slavestor life, and servants, 
finch as we now hire fos a Hue agreed upon on both sides, and dis- 
miss again, after the time contracted for is over, whi'h are no slaves^ 
but/re« men, and free women. Accordingly, when the Apostolical 
Constits.'tion^ forbid a clergyman to marry perpetual slaves ot ser* 
vanis, B. vi cap. xvii. it meant- only of the former sort ; as we learn 
elsewhere Tom the Fame Con. titntions. cap. 47. (an. Ixxxii. But 
concerning the^ twelve sons of Jacob ; the reasons of their several 
names and the times of their several birth m the interval here as- 
signed; their several excellent characters; their several fault? and 
repentance; the several accidents of ther lives; with their several 
prophe ie- at their deaths; see the te lament of these twelve patri- 
ar h-, still preserved, at large, in the Aothent. Rec. part i. p. 294-— 
443. 

1 1 formerly explained these mandrakes^ as we, with the Septua* 

5 int. and .Torephns, render the Hebrew word Dudaim of the Syrian 
fauz, with Ltidolphus Authent. Rec part i. p. 42 '. But have 
since 'ccn »uch a vcy probable account in MS of uiy learned friend 
Mr. Samuel Barker's of what we ttill call mandrakes, and their 
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them, she desired that she would give her Uie apples^ for 
she loDged to eat them: but when she refused, bid her be 
content that she had deprived hor of the benevolence she 
ought to have had from her husband. Rachel, in order to 
mitigate her sister's anger, said she would yield her husband 
to her; and he should lie with her that evening. She accept- 
ed of the favour, and Jacob slept with Leah, by the favour 
of Rachel. She bare then these sons, Issachar, denoting 
one born by hire ; and Zahulon, one born as a pledge of be- 
nevolence towards her : and a daughter, Dinah. After some 
time, Rachel had a son, named Joseph, which signified there 
should be another added to him. 

9. Now Jacob fed the flocks of Laban, his father-in-law, 
all this time, being twenty years, after which he desired leave 
of his father-in-law to take his wives and go home ; but 
when his father-in-law would not give him leave, he con- 
trived to do it secretly. He made a trial therefore of the 
disposition of his wives, what they thought of this journey* 
When they appeared glad, and approved of it, Rachel took 
along with her the images of the gods, which according to 
their laws they used to worship in their own country, and 
ran away, together with her sister. The children also of 
them both, and the handmaids, and what possessions they 
had, went along with them. Jacob also drove away half the 
cattle, without letting Laban know of it before hand. But 
the reason why Rachel took the images of the gods, although 
Jacob had taught her to despise such worship of those gods, 
was this, that in case they were pursued, and taken by her 
father, she might have recourse to those images, in order to 
obtain his pardon. 

10. But Laban, after one day's time, being acquainted with 
Jacob's and his daughter's departure, was much troubled, 
and pursued after them, leading a band of men with him; 
and on the seventh day overtook them, and found them rest- 
ing on a certain hill ; and then indeed he did not meddle witk 
them, for it was even-tide : hut God stood by him in a dream, 
and warned him to receive his son-in-law, and his daughters, 
in a peaceable manner ; and not to venture upon ^ny thing 
rashly, or in wrath to them, but to make a league with J^- 
cob. And told him, that if he despised their small number, 

decriptions by the ancient naturaliFl't and physicians as inclines 
me to thiak-these here mentioned were really mandrakes, and no 
other. 
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and attacked them in ^n hostile manner, he would himself 
assist them. When Laban had been thus forewarned by 
God, he called Jacob to hioi the next day, in order to treat 
with him, and §howed him what dream he had ; in depen- 
dence whereon, he came confidently to him, and began to 
accuse him, alleging that he had entertained him when he 
was poor, and in want of all things, and had gi,iren him plenty 
ef all things which he had; "For," said he, **I have joined 
itiy daughters to thee in marriage, and supposed that thy 
kindness to me would be greater than before ; but thou hast 
had no regard to either thy own mother's relatioti to me, 
Dor to the affinity now newly contracted between us ; nor 
to those wives whom thou hast married ; nor to those chil- 
dren of whom I am the grandfather. Thou hast treated 
me as an enemy, by driving away my cattle ; and by per- 
suading my daughters to run away from their father ; and 
by carrying home those sacred paternal images which were 
worshipped by my forefathers, and have been honoured with 
the like worship which they payed them by myself. In 
short, thou hast done this whilst thou wert my kinsman, and 
my sister's son, and the husband of my daughters, and was 
hospitably treated by me, and didst eat at my table." When 
Laban had said this, Jacob made his defence : " That he was 
not the only person in whom God had implanted the love of 
his native country, but that he had made it natural to all men ; 
and that therefore it was but reasonable that, after so long 
time, he should go back to it. But as to the prey, of whose 
driving away thou accusest me, if any other person were the 
arbitrator thou wouldst be found in the wrong : for instead of 
those thanks I ought to have had from thee, for both keep- 
ing thy cattle, and increasing them, how is it that thou art 
unjustly angry at me because I have taken, and have with me 
a small portion of them ? Btit then, as to thy daughters, take 
notice, that it is not through any evil practices of mine that 
they follow me in my return home, but from that just affec- 
tion which wives naturally have to their husbands. They 
follow, therefore, not so properly myself as their own chil- 
dren." And thus far of his apology was made, in order t© 
clear himself of having acted unjustly. To which he added 
his own complaint and accusation of Laban ; saying, "While 
1 was thy sister's son, and thou hadst given me thy daughters 
in marriage, thou bast worn me^^dt with thy harsh com- 
mands, and detained me twenty years under them. That 
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indeed which was required in order to my marrying thy 
daughters, hard as it was, I own to have been tolerable : but 
as to those that were put upon me after those marriages, 
they ¥jrere worse, and such indeed as an enemy would have 
avoided." For certainly Laban had used Jacob very ill : for 
when he saw that God was assisting to Jacob in all that he 
desived, he promised him, that of the young cattle which 
should be born, he should have sometimes what was of a 
white colour, and sometimes what should be of a black co- 
lour ; but when those that came to Jacob's share proved nu- 
merous, he did not keep his faith with him, but said he would 
give them to him the next year, because of his envying him 
the multitude of his possessions. He promised him as before, 
because he thought such an increase was not to be expect- 
ed ; but when it appeared to be fact, he deceived him. " 

11. But then, as to the sacred images, he bid them search 
for them : and, when Laban accepted of the offer, Rachel 
being informed of it, put those images into that camel's sad- 
dle on which she rode, and sat upon it ; and said, that her 
natural purgation hindered her rising up : so Laban left off 
searching any further, not supposing that his daughter, in 
such circumstances, would approach to those images. So 
he made a league Avith Jacob, and bound it by oaths, that 
he would not bear him any malice on account of what had 
happened ; and Jacob made the like league, and promised 
to love Laban's daughters. And these leagues they con- 
firmed with oaths also, which they made upon certain moun- 
tains, whereon they erected a pillar in the form of an altar : 
whence that hill is called Giledd ; and from thence they 
call that land iht land of GiUad at this day. ^ Now when 
they had feasted, after the making of the league, Laban 
returned home. 



CHAP. XX. 

Concerning the Meeting of Jacob and Esau. 

^ 1. Now as Jacob was proceeding on his journey to the 
land of Canaan, angels appeared to him, and suggested' to 
him good hope of his future condition ; and that place he 
named the camp of God. And, being desirous of knowing 
what his. brother's intentions were to him, he sent messen- 
gers to give him an exact account of every thing, as being 
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afraid, on account pf the enmities between them. He charg- 
ed those that were sent to say to Esau, that " Jacob had 
thought it wrong to live together with him, while he was in 
anger against him, and so had gone out of the country ; and 
that he now, thinking the lengtib of time of his absence naust 
have made up their differences, was returning t that he 
brought with him his wives and his children, with what pos- 
sessions he had gotten ; and delivered himself, with what 
was most dear to him, into his hands ; and should think it 
his greatest happiness to partake, together with his brother, 
of wliat God had bestowed upon him." So these messen- 
gers told him this message. Upon which Esau was very glad, 
and met his brother with four hundred men. And Jacob, 
when he heard that he was coming to meet him with such 
a number of men, was greatly afraid : however, he commit- 
ted his hope of deliverance to God ; and considered how, 
in his present circumstances, he might preserve himself and 
those that were with him, and overcome his enemies, if they 
attacked them injuriously. He, therefore, ^distributed his 
company into parts : some he set before the rest, and the 
othei's he ordered to come close behind, that so if the first 
were overpowered when his brother attacked them, they 
might have those that followed as a refuge to fly unto. And 
when he had put his company in this order, he sent some of 
them to carry presents to his brother. The presents Were 
made up of cattle, and a great number of four-footed beastS| 
of many kinds, such as would be very acceptable to those 
that received them, on aticount of their rarity. Those who 
were sent wewt at certain intervals of space asunder, that, 
by following thick after one another, they might appear to 
be the more numerous, that Esau might remit of his anger 
on account of these presents, if he were still in a passion* 
Instructions were also given to those that were sent to speak 
gently to him. 

2. When Jacob had made these appointments all the day, 
ftnd night came on, he moved on with his company ; and, as 
they were gone over a certain river called Jabhoc^ Jacob was 
left behind, and meeting with an angel, he wrestled with him, 
the ang<*.l beginning the struggle ; but he prevailed over the 
angel, who used a voice, and spake to him in words, exhort- 
ing hiih to be pleased with what had happened to him, and 
not to suppose that his victory was a small one, for that he 
had overcome a divine angel ; and to esteecn the victory as & 

Vol. I. M 
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sign of great blessings that should come to him ; arid that 
bis offspring should never fail ; and that no man should b^ 
too hard for his power. He also commanded him to be call- 
ed * Israel^ which in the Hebrew tongue signifies one that 
struggled with the divine angel. These promises were made 
at the prayer of Jacob ; for when he perceived him to be 
the angel of God, he desired he would signify to him what 
should befall him hereafter. And when the angel had said 
what is before related, he disappeared : but Jacob was 
pleased with these things, and named the place Phanuelj 
which signifies the /ace of God, Now when he felt pain by 
this struggling on his broad sinew, he abstained from eating 
that sinew himself afterward ; and, for his sake, it is still 
not eaten by us. 

3. When Jacob understood that his brother was near, he 
ordered his wives to go before, each by herself, with the 
handmaids, that they might see the actions of the men, as 
they were fighting, if Esau were so disposed. He then 
went up to his^ brother Esau, and bowed down to him, who 
had no evil desigi upon him, but saluted him ; and asked 
him about the company of the children, and of the women ; 
and desired, when he had understood all he wanted to know 
about them, that he trould go along with him to their father : 
but Jacob pretending that the cattle were weary, Esau rcr 
turi^d to Seir, for there was his place of habitation, he tav* 
ing named the place roughness, from his own hairy roughness. 



CHAP. XXI. 

Concerning the violation of Dinars chastity, 

.^1. Hereupon Jacob came ^o the place, till this day , 
called Tents [Succoth] from whence he went to Schechem, 
which is a city of the Canaanites. Now, as the Scheche- 
mites were keeping a festival, Dina, who was tbie only 
daughter of Jacob, went into the city to see- the finery ef 
the women of that country. But w^hen Schechem, the son 
of Hamor the king, saw her, he defiled her by violence ; and, 

* Perhaps this may be the proper meaning of the word Israel, 
by the present and the old Jerusalem analogy of the Hebrew tongue. 
In the mean time, it is certain that the Hellenists of the fint cen- 
tury, in Egypt and elsewhere, interpreted Js-ra-cl, to be a man sef 
ing God, as is evident from, the argoiaent forecited. 

Digitized by VjjOOQIC 



Chap. XXI. OP THE JEWS. 136 

being greatly in love with her, he desired of his father that 
he would procure the damsel to him for a wife. To which 
desire he condescended ; and came to Jacob, desiring him 
to give leave that his son Schechem might, according to law, 
marry Dina. But Jacob, not knowing how to deny the de- 
sire of one of such great dignity, and yet not thinking it law- 
ful to marry his daughter to a stranger, entreated him to 
give him leave to have a consultation about what he desired 
him to dp. So the king went away, in hopes that Jacob 
would grant him this marriage. But Jacob informed his 
sons of the defilement of their sister, and of the address of 
Hamor ; and desired them to give him their advice what 
they should do. Upon this, the greatest part said nothing, 
not knowing what advice to give. But Simeon and Levi, 
the brethren of the damsel by the same mother, agreed be- 
tween themselves upon the action following : it being now 
the time of a festival, when the Schechemites were employ- 
ed in ease and feasting, they fell upon the watch when they 
were asleep, and coming in the city, slew * all the males ; 
as also their king and his son with them ; but spared the 
women. And when they had done this without their fa- 
ther's consent, they brought away their sister. 

£. Now while Jacob was astonished at the greatness of 
this act, and was sevrerely blaming his sons for it, God stood 
by him, and bid him be of good courage ; but to purify his 
tents, and to offer those sacrifices which he had vowed to 
offer when he went first iht© Mesopotamia, and saw his vision. 
As he was, therefore, purifying his followers, he light upon 
the gods of Laban, (for he did not before know they were 
stolen by Rachel,) and he hid them in the earth under an 
•ak, in Schechem, and departing thence, he offered sacrifice 
at Bethel, the place where he saw his dream when he went 
first into Mesopotamia. 

8. And when he was gone thence, and was come over 
against Ephrata, he there buried Rachel, who died in child- 
bed : she was the only one of Jacob's kindred that had not 
the honour of burial at Hebron. And when he had mourned 
for her a great while, he called the son that was bom of her 

. * Of this slaughter of the Schechemites by Simeon and Levi, see 
Aatheni. Rec part i> p. S09. 418. 43'2. 4.S9. But why Jof ephus has 
omitted the circnmcifion of these Schechemite?, as the occafion of 
their death, and of Jacob's great grief, as in the testament of Levi, 
fee. 5. 1 caanot tell. 
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f Benjamin, because of the sorrow the mother had with him. 
These are all the children of Jacob, twelve males, and one 
female. Of them eight were legitimate, viz. six of Leah, 
and two of Rachel ; and four were of the handmaids, two 
of each ; all whose names have been set down already. 



CHAP. XXII. 

How Isaac died, and was bvried iH Hebron* 

From thence Jacob came to Hebron, a city situate amon|^ 
the Canaanites; and there it was that Isaac lived: and so 
they lived together for a little while ; for as to Rebeka, Ja- 
cob did not find her alive. Isaac also died not long after the 
coming of his son ; and was buried by his sons, with his wife^ 
in Hebron, where they had a monument belonging to them 
from their forefathers. Now Isaac was a man who was be- 
loved of God, and was vouchsafed great instances of provi- 
dence by God, after Abraham his father ; and lived to be 
exceeding old: for when he had hved virtuously one hun- 
dred and eighty- five years, he then died. 

t Since Benoni signifies the son of my sorrow, and Benjamin th« 
son of days, or one bovn in the father's old age. Gen. xliv. 20. I 
suspect Josephus's present copies to be here imperfect ; and, I sap- 
pose, that in correspondence to other copieF, he wrote that Rachel 
called her son's name Benoni^ but his father called him Benjamin^ 
Gen. XXXV. 18. As for Benjamin, as commonly explained, the son 
of the right hand, it makes no ^^ense at all, and feeniF to be a gross 
modern error only. The Samaritan always writes this name truly 
Benjamim, which probably is here of the same signification, only 
with the Chaldee termination in, instead of im, in the Hebrew, as 
we pronounce Cherubin or Cherubim indifferently. Accordingly, 
both the tei^tament of Benjamin, $ 2. p. 401. ^nd Phih de nominum 
mulatione, p. 1<" 59. write the name Benjamin^ but explain it not the 
son of hU right hand, but the son of days. 
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BOOK II. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAIi OF 220 YEARS. 

{From Ihe death of Isaac to the exodus out of Egypt.] 

CHAP. I. ' 

lioto Esau and Jacohj the sons of Isaac^ divided their hahita^ 
Hon ; and Esau possessed Idumeay and Jacob Canaan. 

^ 1. After the death of Isaac, his sons divided their 
habitations respectively. Now they did retain what they 
had before ; but Esau departed from the city of Hebron^ 
and left it to his brother, and dwelt in Seir, and ruled over 
Idumea. He called the country by that name from himself, 
for he was named Adorn ; which appellation he got on the 
following occasion. Oue day returning from the toil of hunt- 
ing very hungry, (it was when he was a child in age,) he 
lighted on his brother when he was getting ready lentile; 
pottage for his dinner, which was of a very red colour ; on 
which account he the more earnestly longed for it, and de- 
sired him to give him some of it to eat : but he made advan- 
tage of bis brother's hunger, and forced him to resign up to 
him his birthright, and he being pinched with famine, resign- 
ed it up to him under an oath. Whence it came, that, on 
account of the redness of this pottage, he was, in way of jest, 
by his cotemporarie^, called Adonic for the Hebrew? caU 
what is red Adorn ; and this was the name given to this coun- 
^try : but the Greeks give it a more agreeable pronunciation, 
and named it Idumea, 

2. He became the father of five sons ; of whom Jaus, and 
Jalomus, and Coreus, were by one wife, whose name was 
AHbama ; but of tlie rest, Aliphaz was born to him by Ada, 
and Raguel by Basemath : and these were the sons of Esay. 
Aliphaz had five legitimate sons, Theman, Omer, Saphus, 
Gotham, and Kanaz ; for Amalek was not legitimate, but by 
a concubine, whose name was Tamana. Those dwelt in 
that part of Idumea which was called GehalitiSy and that 
denominated from Amalek, Amalekiiis; for Idumea was ^ 
large country, and did then preserve the name of the whole, 
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t^hile in its several partsr it kept the names of its peculiar in- 
habitantfK 



CHAP. 11. 

How Joseph, the youngest of Jacobus sons^ was envied by h%9 
brethren^ when certain dreams had foreshowed his future 
happiness, 

k\ 1. It happened that Jacob came to so great happiness 
as rarely any other person has arrived at. He was richer 
than the rest of the inhabitants of that country : and was at 
once envied and admired for such virtuous sons, for they 
were deficient in nothing, but were of great souls, both for 
labouring with their hands, and enduring of toil ; and shrewd 
also in understanding. And God exercised such a provi- 
dence over him, and such a care of his happiness, as to bring 
him the greatest blessings, even out of what appeared to be 
the most sorrowful condition ; and to make him the cause of 
our forefathers departure out of Egypt, him and his posterity. 
The occasion was this : when Jacob had this son Joseph 
born to him by Rachel, his father loved him above the rest 
of his sons, both because of the beauty of his body, and the 
virtues of his mind, for hie excelled the rest in prudence. 
This affection of his father excited the envy and the hatred 
of his brethren ; as did also his dreams which he saw, and 
related to his father and to them, which foretold his future 
I^ppiness, it being usual with mankind to envy their very 
nearest relations such their prosperity. Now the -visioiis 
which Joseph saw in his sleep were these : 

2. When they were in the middle of harvest, and Joseph 
was sent by his father with his brethren to gather the fruit» 
of the earth, he saw a vision in a dream, but greatly exceed- 
ing the accustomary appeariances that come when we are 
asleep ; which, when he was got u^, he told his brethren, that 
they might judge what it portended. He said, " He saw 
the last night, that his wheat sheaf stood still in the place 
where he set it, but that their sheaves ran to bow down to 
it, as servants bow down to their masters.'* But as «oon as 
they perceived the vision* foretold that he should obtain pow- 
er and great wealth, and that his p6wer should be in opposi- 
tion to th^m, they gave no interpretation of it to Joseph, as 
if tne dream were not by them understood; but they pray- 
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ed that no part of ipvhat they suspected to be its meaning 
might come to pass ; and they bare a still greater hatred te 
him on that account. 

3. But God, in opposition to their envy, sent a second 
vision to Joseph, ivhich was much more wonderful than the 
former ; for it seemed to him that the sun took with him the 
moon, and the rest of the stars, and came down to the earth, 
and bowed down to him. He told this vision to his father, 
and that, as suspecting nothing of ill-will from his brethren, 
when they were there also, desired him to interpret what it 
should signify. Now Jacob was pleased with the. dream ; 
for considering the prediction in his mind, and shrewdly and 
wisely guessing at its meaning, he rejoiced at the great things 
thereby signified, because it declared the future happiness of 
his son ; and that, by the blessing of God, the time should 
come when he should be honoured, and thought worthy of 
worship by his parents and brethren, as guessing that the 
moon and sun were like his mother and father ; the former, 
as she that gave increase and nourishment to all things, and 
the latter, he that gave form and other powers to them ; and 
that the stars were like his brethren, since they were eleven 
in number, as were the stars that receive their power from 
the sun and moon. 

4. And thus did Jacob make a judgment of his vision, and 
that a shrewd one also. But these interpretations caused 
very great grief to Joseph's brethren : and they were affected 
to him hereupon as if he were a certain stranger, that was to 
have those good things which were signiiied by the dreams^ 
and not as one that was a brother, with whom it was proba* 
ble they should be joint partakers ; and as they had been 
partners in the same parentage, so should they be of the 
same happiness. They also resolved to kill the lad : and hav- 
ing fully ratified that intention of theirs, as soon as their col<* 
lection of the fruits was over, they went to Schechem, which 
is a country good for feeding of cattle, and for pasturage, 
there they fed their flocks, without acquainting their father 
with their removal thither : whereupon he had melancholy 
suspicions about them, as being ignorant of hissons conditioni 
and receiving no messenger from the flocks that could in- 
form him of the true state they were in ; so, because be was 
in great fear about them, he sent Joseph to the flocks, to 
learn the circumstances bis brethren were in, and to brinf 
him word how they di4 
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CHAP. III. 

How Joseph was thus sold by his brethren into Egyptf hy rea- 
son of their hatred to him: and how he there grew famous 
and illustrious f and had his -brethren under his power* 

^ 1. Now these brethren rejoiced a3 soon as they saw 
their brother coming to them, not indeed as at the presence 
of a near relation, or as at the presence of one sent by their 
father, but as at the presence of an enemy, and one that by 
dfvine providence was delivered into their hands ; and they 
already resolved to kill him, and not let slip the opportunity 
that lay before them. But when Reubel, the eldest of them, 
saw theni thus disposed, and that they had agreed together 
to execute their purpose, he tried tp restrain them, showing 
them the heinous enterprise they w^re going about, and the 
horrid nature of it: that this action would appear wicked in 
the sight of God, and impious before men, even though they 
should kill one not related to them, but much more flagitious 
and detestable to appear to have slain their orwn brother ; by 
which act the father must be treated unjustly in the son's' 
slaughter, and the ^mother also be in perplexity while she 
laments that her son is taken away from her, and this not m 
a natural way neither. So he entreated them to have a re- 
gard to their own consciences, and wisely to consider what 
mischief would betide theni on the death of so good a child, 
and their youngest brother ; that they would also fear God, 
who was already both a spectator and a witness of the de- 
signs they had against their brother ; that he would love 
them if they abstained from this act, and yielded to r/bpent- 
ance and amendment : but in case they proceeded to do the 
fact, all sorts of punishments would overtake them from God 
for this murder of their brother, since they polluted his pro- 
vidence, which was every where present, and which did not 
overlook what was done either in deserts or cities ; for where- 
soever a man is, there ought he to suppose that God is also. 
He told them further, that their consciences would be their 

* We'inay here observe, that in correspontlence to Joseph's second 
dream, which implied, that his mother, who was then alive, as well 
as his father, should come and bow down to him, Jorephus represents 
her here as still alive after she was dead, for the decorum of the 
dream that foretoid it, as the interpretation of that dream does 
%^so ki all our copie?, Gen. x^^xvii. 10* ' 
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enemies if they attempted to go through so wieked an enter^^ 
prise, which they can never avoid, whether it be a good con- 
science, or whether it be such an one as they will have with- 
in them when once they h^ve Icilled their brother. He also 
added this besides to what he had before said, that it was 
fiot a righteous thing to kill a brother, though he had injured 
them ; that it is a good thing to forget the actions of such 
near friends, even in things wherein they might seem to have 
ofifended ; but that they were going to kill Joseph, who had 
been guilty of nothing that was ill towards them, in whose 
case the infirmity of his small age should rather procure him 
mercy, and move them to unite together in the care of his 
preservation. That the cause of killing him made the act it- 
self much worse, while they determined to take him off out of 
envy at his future prosperity ; an equal share of which they 
would naturally partake while he enjoyed it, since they were 
to him not strangers, but the nearest relations, for they might 
reckon upon what God bestowed upon Joseph as their own, 
and that it was ilt for them to believe that the anger of Grocl 
^ould for this cause be more severe upon them, if they slew 
him who was judged by God to be worthy of that prosperitjr 
which was to be hoped for ; and while, by murdering him, 
they made it impossible for G^ to bestow it upon him. 

S. Reubel said these, and many other things, and used 
entreaties to them, and thereby endeavoured to divert them 
from the murder of their brother. But when he saw that his 
discourse had not mollified them at all, and that they made 
haste to do the fact, he advised them to alleviate the wicked- 
ness they were going about in the manner of taking Joseph 
off; for as he had exhorted them first, when they were go- 
ing to revenge themselves, to be dissuaded from doing it, so 
since the sentence for killing their brother had prevailed, he 
said that they would not however be so g^ssly guilty if they 
would be persuaded to follow his present advice, which 
would include what they were so eager about, but was not so 
very bad, but, in the distress they were in, of a lighter na- 
ture. He begged of them, therefore, not to kill their brother 
with their own hands, but to cast him into the pit tliat was 
hard by, and so to let him die ; by which they would gain so 
much, that they would not defile their own hands with his 
'blood. To this the young men readily agreed; so Reubel 
took the lad, and tied him to a cord, and let him down gent- 
ly into the pit, for it had no water at all in it; who, when ho 
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had done this, went his way to seek for such pasturage as 
was fit for feeding their flocks. 

- S. But Judas, being one of Jacob's sons also, seeing Bome 
Arabians, of the posterity of Isbmael, carrying spices and Sy- 
rian wares out of the land of Gilead to the Egyptians, after 
Reubel was gone, advised his brethren to draw Joseph out 
of the pit, and sell him to the Arabians ; for if he should die 
among strangers a great way off*, they should be freed from 
this barbarous action. This therefore was resolved on : so 
they drew Joseph up out of the pit, and sold him to the 
merchants for * twenty pounds. He was now seventeen 
years old. But Reubel coming in the night-time to the pit, 
resolved to save Joseph, without the privity of his brethren ; 
and when, upon his calling to him, he made him no answer, 
he was afraid that they had destroyed^him after he was gone ; 
of which he complained to his brethren, but when they had 
told him what they had done, Reubel left off his mourning. 
4. When Joseph's brethren had done thus to him, they 
considered what they should do to escape the suspicions of 
their father. Now they had taken away from Joseph the 
coat which he had on when he came to them, at the time 
they let him down into the pit : so they thought proper to 
tear that coat to pieces, and to dip it into goat's blood, and 
then to carry it and show it to their father, that he might 
believe he was destroyed by wild beasts. And when they 
had so done, they came to the old man, but this not till what 
had happened to his son had already come to his knowledge : 
then they said that they had not seen Joseph, nor knew what 
mishap had befallen him, but that they had found his coat 
bloody, and torn to pieces, whence they had a suspicion that 
he had fallen among wild beasts, and so perished, if that was 
the coat he ha4 on when he came from home. Now Jacob 
had before some better hopes that his son was only made a 
captive ; but now he laid aside that notion, and supposed 
that this coat was an evident argument that he was dead, 
for he well remembered that this was the coat he had on 
when he sent him to his brethren ; so he hereafter lamented 
the lad as now dead, as if he had been the father of no more 
than one, without taking any comfort in the rest ; and so he 

* TheSeptuagint have 20 pieces of gold ; the te.tanient of Oad 
SO ; the Hebrew and Samaritan ^0 of silver ; and the vulgar Latia 
50. What was the true number, and true sum, cannot therefore 
BOW be known. ^ 
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was also affected with his misfortune before he met with 
Joseph's brethren, when he also corijectured that Joseph was 
destroyed by wild beasts. He sat down also clothed in sack- 
cloth and in heavy affliction, insomuch that he found no ease 
ivhen his sons comforted him, neither, did his pains remit by^ 
length of time. 



CHAP. IV,. 

Cofic'erningthe signal chastity of Joseph. ■ 

\ 1. Now Potiphar, an Egyptian, who was chief cook to 
king Pharaoh, bought Joseph of the merchants, who s<.ld 
him to him. He had him in the greatest honour, and taught 
him the learning that became a free man, and gave him leave 
to make use of a diet better than was allotted to slaves. He 
intrusted also the care of his house to him. So h« enjoy- 
ed these advantages ; yet did not leave that virtue which he 
had before upon such a change of his condition, but he de- 
monstrated that wisdom w' as able to govern the uneasy pas- 
sions of life, in such as have it in reality, and do Lot only put 
it on for a show, under a present state of prosperity. 

2. For. when his master's wife was fallen in love with himi 
both on account of his beauty of body, and his dexterous 
management of affairs ; and supposed, that if she should 
make it known to him, she should easily persuade him to 
come and lie with her, and that he would look on it as a 
piece of happy fortune that his mistress should entreat him, 
as regarding that state of slavery he was in, an^ not his moral 
character, which continued after his condition was change^ ; 
8o she made known her naughty inclinations, and spake to 
him about lying with her. However, he. rejected her en- 
treaties, not thinking it agreeable to religion to yield so far 
to her, as to do what would tend to the affront and injury of 
him that purchased him, and had vouchsafed him so great 
honours. He, on the contrary, exhorted her to govern that 
passion ; and laid before her the impossibility of her ob- 
taining her desires, which she thought might be conquered, 
if she had no hope of su(;ceeding : and he said, that as to 
himself, he would endure any thing whatever, before he 
would be persuaded to it; for although it was fit for a slave, 
83 he was, to do nothing contrary' to his mistress, he might 
well be excused ia a case where the contradiction was to 
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auch sort of commands only. But this opposition of Joseph's, 
xvhen she did not expect it, made her still more violent in 
her love to him : and she was sorely heset with this naughty 
passion, so she resolved to compass her design by a second 
attempt. 

3. When, therefore, there was a public festival coming on, 
in which it was the custom for women to come to the pub- 
lic solemnity, she pretended to her husband that she was sick, 
as contriving an opportunity for solitude and leisure, that she 
might entreat Joseph again : which opportunity being ob- 
tained, she used more kind words to him than before ; and 
said, that it had been good for him to have yielded to her 
first solicitation, and to have given her no repulse, both be- 
cause of the reverence he ought to bear to her dignity, who 
Solicited him, and because of the vehemency of her passion, 
by which she was forced, though shie were his mistress, to 
condescend beaeath her dignity, but that he may now, by 
taking more prudent advice, wipe off the imputation of his 
former foliy ; for whether it were that he expected a repeti- 
tion of her solicitations, she had now made it, and that with 
greater earnestness than before, for that she had pretended 
sickness on this very account, and had preferred his conver- 
sation before the festival and its solemnity; or whether be 
opposed her former discourses, as not believing she could be 
in earnest, she;^ now gave him sufficient security, by thus re- 
peating her apif»1ication, that she meant not in the least by 
fraud to impose upon him ; and assured him that if he com- 
plied with her affections, he might expect the enjoyment of 
the advantages he already had ; and if he were submissive to 
her, he should have still greater advantages ; but that he 
must look for revenge and hatred from her in case he rejected 
her desires and preferred the reputation of chastity before 
his mistress ; for that he would gain nothing by such proce- 
dure, because she would then become his accuser, and would 
falsely pretend to her husband that he attempted her chastity ; 
and that Potiphar would hearken to her words rather than to 
his, let this be never so agreeable to the truth. 

4. When the woman had said thus, and even with tears 
in her eyes, neither did pity dissuade Joseph from his chas- 
tity, nor did fear compel him to a compliance with her ; but 
he o-pposed her solicitations, and did not yield to-her threat- 
enings, and was afraid to do any ill thing, and chose to under- 
go the sharpest punishment, rather than 16 enjoy his present 
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advantages^ by doing what his own conscience knew would 
justly deserve that he should'die for it. He also. put her in 
mind that she was a married woiuiin, and that she ought to 
eohabit with her husband only ; and desired her to suffer 
these considerations to have more weight with her than the 
short pleasures of lustful dalliance, which would bring her 
to repentance afterwards, would cause trouble to her, and 
yet would not amend what had been done amiss. He also 
suggested to her the fear she would be in lest they should 
he caught; and that the advantage of concealment was un- 
certain, and that only while the wickedness was not knowoj 
[would there be any quiet for them ;] but that she might 
have the enjoyment of her husband's company without any 
danger. And he told her, that in the company of her hus- 
band she might have great boldness, fiom a good conscience, 
both before God, and before men. Nay, that she would act 
better like his mistress, and make use -ot her authority over 
bim better, while she persisted in her chastity, than when 
they were both ashamed for what wickedness they had been 
guilty of; and that it is much better to depend on a good 
life, well acted, and known to have been so, than upon the 
hopes of the concealment of evil practices, 

5. Joseph, by saying this, and more, tried to restrain the 
violent passion of the woman, and to reduce her affections 
within the rules of reason ; but she grew more ungovernable 
and earnest in the matter ; and since she despaired o( per- 
suading him, she laid hands upon him, and had a mind to 
force him. But as soon as Joseph^ had got away from her 
anger, leaving also his garment with her, for he left that to 
her, and leaped out of her chamber, she was greatly afraid 
lest he should discover her lewdness to hfer husband, and 
greatly troubled at the affront he h^d offered her, so she re- 
solved to be before hand with him, and to accuse Joseph 
falsely to Potiphar, and by that m^ans to revenge herself on 
hina for the pride and contempt of her ; and she thought it 
a wise thing in itself, and also becoming a womaij^ thus to. 
prevent his accusation. Accordingly, she sat sorrowful, and. 
in confusion, framing herself so hypocritically and angrily, 
that the sorrow, which was really for her being disappointe<Jl 
of her lust, might appear to be for the attempt upon her 
chastity; so that when her husband came home, and was 
<}isturbed at the sight of her, and inquired what was the 
Causes of the disorder she was in, she begaa to accuse 

Vol. I. |f 
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Joseph : And said, *' O husband, mayest (hou not lire a day 
longer if thou dost not punish the wicked slave who has de- 
sired to defile thy bed ; w.ho has neitlier minded who he 
wzky when ^e came to our house, so as to behave himself 
with modesty : nor has he been mindful of what favours he 
bad received from thy bounty, (as he must be an ungrateful 
man indeed, unless he, in every respect, carry himself in a 
manner agreeable to us :) this man, I say, laid a private de- 
sign to abuse thy wife, and this at the time of a festival, ob- 
serving when thou wouldst be absent. So that it is now clear 
that his modesty, as it appeared to be formerly, was only be- 
cause of the restraint he was in out of fear of thee, but that 
he was not really of a good disposition. This has been oc- 
casioned by his being advanced to honour beyond wiiat be de- 
servedj and what he hoped for, insomuch that he concluded, 
that he who was deemed fit to be intrusted with thy estate, 
and the government of thy family, and was preferred above 
thy eldest servants, might be allowed to touch thy wife also.'* 
Thus when she had ended her discourse, she showed him his 
garment, as if he then left it with her when he attempted 
to force her. But Potiphar not being able to disbelieve 
what his wife's tears showed, and what his wife said, and 
' what he saw himself, and being seduced by his love to his 
wife, did not set himself about the examination of the truth, 
but taking it for granted that his wife was a modest womaD, 
and condemning Joseph as a wicked man, he threw him into 
the malefactor's prison ; and had a still. higher opinion of 
his wife, and bare her witness, that she was a woman of 
becoming modesty and chastity. 



CHAr. y. 

JFhat things htftU Joseph in prison 4 

^ l.'Now Joseph, commending all his affairs to God» did 
not betake himself to make his defence, nor to give an ac« 
count of the exact circumstances of the fact, but silently un- 
derwent the bonds and the distress he was in, firmly believing; 
that God, who knew the cause of his affliction, and the truth 
of the fact, would be more powerful than those that inflicted 
the punishments upon him ; a proof of whose providence he 
quickly received : for the keeper of the prison taking notice 
of his care^od fidelity in the affairs he had, set him about, 
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and the dignity of his counteoanee, relaxed hb bonds, and 
thereby made his heavy calamity lighter, and more support* 
able to him : he also permitted him to make use of a di#i 
better than that of the res* of the prisoners. Now as his fel« 
low-prisoners, when their hard labours were over, fell to dis- 
coursing one among another, as is visual in' such as are equal 
sufferers, and to inquire one of another what were the occft^ 
sions of their being condemned to a prison, among them the 
king's cup-bearer, and one that had been respected by him, 
was put in bonds upon the king's anger at him. This man 
was under the same bonds with Joseph, and grew more fa- 
miliar with him ; and upon his observing that Joseph had 
a better understanding than the rest had, he told him of a 
dream he had, and desired he would interpret its meaning, 
complaining, that besides the afflictions he underwent from 
the king, God did also {jdd to him trouble from his dreams. 
3. He therefore said, that in his sleep he saw three clus^ 
ters of grapes hanging upon three branches of a vine, large 
already, and ri(>e for gathering ; and that he squeezed them 
into a cup, which the king held in his hand ; and wnen he 
had strained the wine, he gave it to the king to drink, and 
that he received it from him with a pleasant countenance. 
This he said was what he saw ; and he desired Joseph, that 
if he had any portion of understanding in such matters, he 
would tell him what this vision foretold; who bid him be of 
good cheer, and expect to he loosed from bis bonds in three 
days time, because tfie king desired his service, and was about 
to restore him to it again : for he let him know, that God 
bestows the fruit of the vine upon men for good ; which wine 
is poured out to him, and id the pledge of fidelity and mutual 
confidence among men ; and puts an end to their quarrels, 
takes away paasioii and grief out of the minds of them that 
use it, and makes them cheerful. Thou sayest that thou didst 
squeeze this wine from three clusters of grapes with tliine 
hands, and that the king received it ; know, therefor^, that 
this vision is for thy good, and foretells a release from thy 
present distress, within the same number of days as the 
branches had when thou gatheredsl thy grapes in thy sleep. 
However, remember what prosperity I have foretold thee,' 
when thou hast found it true by experience : and when thou 
art in authority, do not overlo<^ nis in this prison, wherein 
thou wHt leave us when thou art gone to the place we have 
foretold ; for we are not in prison for any crime^ but for the 
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sake of ottr virtue and sobriety are we condemned to suffer 
the penalty of malefactors, and because we are not willing to 
•injure him that has thus distressed us, though it were for 0ur 
own pleasure. The cup-bearer, ^erefore, as was natural to 
«lo, rejoiced to hear such an intei-pretatiion of his dream, and 
waited the completion of what had been thus showed him 
l»eforehand. 

3. But another servant there was of the king's who had 
been chief baker, and was nowbouiid in prison with the cup- 
bearer ; he also was in good hope, upen Joseph's interpreta- 
teon of the other's vision, for he had seen a dream also ; so 
•he desired that Joseph would tell him what the visions he 
Jmd seen the night before might mej^n. They were these that 
follow. Methought, says he, I earned three baskets upon my 
Jbead ; two were full of loaves, and the third. full of sweet- 

, meats, and other eatables, such as are prepared for kings ; 
but that the fowls^ came flying, and eat them all up, and had 
ho regard to 'my attempt to drive them away. And he ex- 
pected a prediction like that of the cup-bearer's. But Joseph, 
considenng and reasoning about the dream, said to him, that he 
would willingly be an interpreter of good events to him, and 
not of such as his dream denounced to him ; but he told him, 
that he had only three days in all to live ; for that the [three} 
baskets signify, that on the third day he should be crucified, 
and devoured by fowl?, while he was not able to help himself. 
Now both these di*eams had the same several events that Jo- 
seph foretold they should have, and this to both the parties ; 
for on the third dtty, before mentioned, when the king solem*- 
nrzed his birth-day, he crucified the chief baker, but set the 
butler free from his bonds, and restored him to his former 
ministration. 

4. But God freed Joseph from his confinement, after he 
had endured his bonds two years, and had received no assist- 
ance from the cup-bearer, who did not remember what he 
had said to him formerly ; and €rod contrived this method of 
deliverance/or him. Pharaoh, the king, had seen in his sleep) 
the same evening, two visions ; and after them had the inter- 
pretation of them both given him. He had forgotten the 
latter, but retained that of the dreams the/nselves. Being 
therefore troubled at what he had seen, for it seemed to him 
to be an of a melancholy nature, the next day he called to- 
gether the wisest men amongthe Egyptians, desiring to learn 
from thetn the interpretation of his dreams : bi^t when they 
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hesitated about them, the king was so much the more dis- 
turbed. And now it was that the memory of Joseph, and 
his skiU in dreams, came into the mind of the king's cup- 
bearer, when he saw t^e confusion that Pharaoh was in, 80 
he came and mentioned Joseph to him, as also the vision he 
had seen in prison, and how the event pi-oved as he had said ; 
as also that the chief baker was crucified on the very same day ; 
and that this also happened him, according to the interpre- 
tation of Joseph. That Joseph himself was laid in bonds by 
Potiphar, who was his head cook, as a slave ; but he said, he 
was one of the noblest of the stock of the Hebrews: and said 
farther, his father lived in great splendour. If, therefore, thou 
wilt send for him, and not despise him on the score of his 
misfortunes, thou wilt learn what thy dreams signify. So 
the king commanded that they- should bring Joseph into his 
presence ; and those who received the command came and 
brought him with them, having taken care of his habit, that 
it might be decent, as the king had enjoined them to do. 

4. But the king took him by the hand, and said, <<0 
young man, my servant bears witness that thou art at pre- 
sent the best and most skilful person I can consult with; 
vouchsafe me the same favours which thou bestowedst on 
this servant of mine, and tell me what events they are 
which the visions of my dreams foreshow : and I desire thee 
to suppress nothing out of fear ; nor to flatter me with lying 
words, or with what may please me, although the truth should 
be of a melancholy nature. For it seepaed to me, that as I 
walked by the river, I saw kine fat and very large, seven in 
number, going from the river to the marshes ; and other kine, 
*of the same number like them, beat them out of the marshes, 
exceeding lean, and illfavoured, which eat up the fat and 
the large kine, and jret were no bet; 'r than before, and not 
less miserably pinched with famine. After I had seen this 
vision, I waked out of my sleep ; and being in disorder^ and 
considering with i^.yself what appearance this should be, I 
fell asleep again, and saw another dream, much more won- 
derful than the foregoing, which did slrll more affright and 
disturb Me. I saw seven ears of corn growing out of one 
root, having their heads home down by the weight of the 
grains, and bending down with the fruit, which was now ripe, 
and fit for reaping ; and near these I sav^ seve'n other eai's of 
corn, meager and weak, fur want of ruin, which fell to eating 



y Google 



1^0 ANTiqurriES Book n 

and consuming iliose that were fit for reaping, and put me 
into great astonishment." 

6. To which Joseph replied: " This dream, O king, although 
seen under two forms, signifies one and the same event of 
things, for when thou sawe^t the kine, which is an ani- 
ipal made for the plough and for labour, devoured by the 
worser kine, and the cars of corn eaten up by the smaller 
cars, they foretell a famine and want of the fruits of the earth 
for the same number of years, and equal with. those when 
Egypt was in an happy state ; and this so far, that the plenty 
of these years will be spent in the same number of years of 
scarcity, and that scarcity of necessary provisions will be 
very difficult to be corrected ; as a sign whereof, the illfa- 
voured kine, when they bad devoured the better sort, could 
not be satisfied. But still God foreshows what is to come upon 
men, not to grieve them, but tiiat when they know it before- 
hand, they may, by prudence, make the actual experience of 
what is foretold the more tolerable. If thou, therefore, care- 
fully dispose of the plentiful crops which will come in the 
former years, thou wilt procure that the future calamity wiU 
not be felt by the Egyptians." 

7. . Hereupon the king wondered at the discretion and 
wisdom of Joseph ; and asked him by what means he might 
&o dispense the foregoing plentiful crops in the happy years 
as to make the miserable crops more tolerable. Joseph then 
added this his advice : to spare the good crops, and not per- 
mit the Egyptians to spend them luxuriously, but to reserve 
what they would have spent in luxury, beyond their neces- 
sity, against the time of want. He also exhorted him to take 
the corn of the husbandmen, and give them only so much as 
would be sufficient for their foo^ Accordingly, Pharaoh 
being surprised at Josej[)h, not only for his interpret^ation of 
the dream, but for the counsel he had given him, intrusted 
Jlim dispensing the ^orn ; with power to do what he thought 
would be for the benefit *of the people of Egypt, and for the 
benefit of the king, as believing that he who first discovered 
this method of acting, would prove the best overseer of it 
But Joseph having this power given him by the king, with 
leave to make use of his seal, and to wear purple, drove in 
his chariot through all the land of Egypt ; and * took the 
corn of the husbandmen, allotting as much to every one as 

• That 15, bought it for Pharaoh, at a rery low price* 
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woald be sufilcient for -seed, and for food, but without dls- 
eoveriog to any one the reason he did so. 



CHAP. VI. 

Botv Josephf when he was become famous in Egypt^ had Ms 
brethren in subjection, 

^ 1. Joseph was now grown up to thirty years of age ; and 
enjoyed great honours from the king, who called him Pso- 
tliom Pkanech, out of regard to his prodigious degree of wis- 
dom, for that name denotes the revealer of secrets. He also 
married a wife of a very high quality : for he married the 
daughter of * Petephres, one of the priests of Heliopolisi she 
was a virgin, and her name was Asenath, By her he had 
chDdren before the scarcity came on, Manasaeh, the elder, 
which signifies /org'e(/uZ, because his present happiness made 
him forget his misfortunes ; and Ephraim, the youngei, which 
signifies rtstoredy because he was restored to the freedom of 
his forefathers. Now after Egypt had happily passed over 
seven years, according to Joseph's interpretation of the 
dreams, the famine came upon them in the eighth year ; and 
because this misfortune fell upon them when they had f no 
sense of it beforehand, they were all sorely afflicted by it, 
and came running to the king^s gates ; and he called upon 
Joseph, tvho sold the corn to them, being become confessed- 
ly a saviour to the whole multitude of the Egyptians. Nor 
did he open this market of corn for the people of that coun- 
try only^ but strangers had liberty to buy also, Joseph being 
willing that all men, who are naturally a-kin to one another, 
should have assistance from those that lived in happiness. 

* This Potiphdr, or as in Josephus, Pttephrts^ who was now a 
priett of On or Heliopolip, is the ^aiae name in Jorephus, and per- 
haps in Mo 60 also, with hi n who is before called tlie fuad cook or 
eaplain of the guards and to whom Joseph was sold. See Gen. xxxvii. 
S6. xsxix. 1. with xli. 50. They aie also affirmed to be one and the 
same person in the tertament of Joseph, ^18. for he is the e said to 
have married the daughter of his master ai^ mistress. Nor is this 
a notion peculiar to that t6^tameut ; but, as Dr. Barnard confe. ses, 
Aote on Antiq. B. ii. ch. iv. M> common to Josephus, to the Septaa- 
gint interpreters, and to other learned Jews of old time. 

t This entire ignorance of the Egyptians of the. e years o( famine 
before they came, told us before, as well as here, ch. v. i 7, by Jo?e- 

CB, seems to be almost incredible. It is in no other copy that I 
wof . 
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£. Now Jacob also, when he understood that foreigners 
might come, sent all his sons into Egypt to buy com, for 
the land of Canaan was grievously afflicted with the famine; 
and this great misery touched the whole continent. He only 
retained Benjamin, who was born to him by Rachel, and wa» 
of the same mother with Joseph. The sons of Jacob then 
came into Egypt, and applied themselves to Joseph, wanting 
to buy corn ; for nothing of this kind was done without his 
approbation, since even then only was the honour that was 
paid to the king himself advantageous to the persons that paid 
it, when they took care to honour Joseph also. Now when 
he well knew his brethren, they thought nothing of him, for 
he was but a youth when he left them, and was now come to 
an age so much greater, that the hneaments of his facu were 
changed, and he was not known by them ; besides this, the 
greatness of his dignity wherein he appeared suffered thens 
not so much as to suspect it was he. He now made trial what 
sentiments they had about affairs of the greatest consequence ; 
for he refused to sell them com, and said they were come at 
spies of the king's affairs ; and that they came from several 
countries, and joined themselves together, and pretended 
that they were of kin, it not being possible that a private man 
should breed up so many sons, and those of so great beauty 
of countenance as they were, such an education of so many 
children being not easily obtained by kings themselves. Now 
this he did in order to discover what concemed his father, 
and what happened to him after his own departure from himf 
and as desiring to know what was become of Benjamin his 
brother: for he was afraid that they had ventured on the 
like wicked enterprise against him, that they had done to 
himself, and had taken him off also. 

3. Now (hese brethren of his were under 'distraction and 
terror, and thought that very great danger hung over them ; 
yet not at all reflecting 9n their brother Joseph, and stand- 
ing 6rm under the accusations laid against them, they made 
their defence by Rcubel, the eldest of them, who now be- 
came their spokesman: "We come not hither, said he, with 
any unjust design, nor in order to bring any harm to the 
king's affairs, we only want to be preserved, as supposing 
your humanity might be a refuge for us from the miseries 
which our country labours under, we having heard that you 
proposed to sell com, not only to your own countrymen, but 
to strangers also, and that you determined to allow that com 
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In order to preserve all that want it: but that we are breth- 
ren, and of the same common blood, the peculiar linea- 
EDents of our face, and those not much different from one 
another, plainly show. Our father's name is Jacoh, an He- 
brew man, who had tweFve of us for his sons, by four wives ; 
which twelve of us, while we were all alive, were an hap- 
py family; but wh^^n one of our brethren, whose name wa« 
Josephy died, our affairs changed for the worse ; ft»r onr fa- 
ther could not forbear to make a long lamentation for him, 
and we are in affliction, both by the calamity of the death 
of our brother, and the miserable state of our agfd father. 
We are now, therefore, come to buy corn, having intrusted 
the care of our father, and the provision for our family, to 
Benjamin, our youngest brother ; and if thou sendest to our 
houso, thou mayest learn whether we are guilty of the least 
falsehood in what we say." 

4. And thus did Reubel endeavour to persuade Jiiseph to 
have a better opinion of them. But when he had learnt d from 
them that Jacob was alive, and that his brother was not de- 
stroyed by them, he for the present put them in prison, as 
intending to examine more into their affairs when he should 
be at leisure. But on the third day he brought them out, 
and said to them, that since you constantly affirm that you 
are not come to do any harm to the king's affairs ; that you 
are bretliren, and the sons of the father whom you named, 
you will satisfy me of the truth of what you say, if you leave 
one of your company with me, who shall suffer no injuiy 
here ; and if, when you have carried corn to your father, you 
will come to me again, and bring your brother, whom you 
-say you left there, along with you ; for this shall be by me 
esteemed an assurance of the truth of what you have told 
me. Hereupon they were in greater grief than before : 
they wept, and perpetually deplored one among anpther the 
calamity of Joseph; and said, "They were fallen into this 
misery, as a punishment inflicted by God for what evil con- 
trivances they had against him." And Reubel was large in 
his reproaches to them for their too late repentance, whence 
no profit arose to Joseph ; and earnestly exhorted them to bear 
with patience whatever they suffered, since it was done by 
God in way of punishment on his account. Thus they spako 
to one another, not imagining that Joseph understood their 
language. A general sadness also seized on them at Reu- 
bcl'j* words, and a repentance for what they had done ; and 
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they condemned the wickedness they had perpetrated, fo? 
which they judged they were justly punished hy God. Now 
when Joseph saw that they were in this distress, he was so af- 
fected at it, that he fell into tears, and not being willing, that 
they should take notice of him, he retired ; and after a while 
came to them again, and taking * Simeon, in order to his be- 
ing a pledge for his brethren's return, he bid them take the 
corn they had bought, and go their -way. He also command- 
ed his steward privily to put the money, which they had 
brought with them for the purchase of corn, into their Srtcks, 
and to dismiss them therewith ; who did what he was com- 
manded to do. r 

5. Now when Jacob's sons were come into the land of 
Canaan, they told their father what had happened to them in 
Egypt, and that they were taken to have come thither as 
spies on the king; and how they said they were brethren; 
and had left their eleventh brother with their father, but 
were not heliered ; and how they had left Simeon with the 
governor, until Benjamin should go thither, and be a testi- 
monial 'of the truth of what they had said: and they begged 
of their father to fear nothing, but to send the lad along with 
them. But Jacob was not pleased with any thing his sons 
had done ; and he took the detention of Simeon heinously, 
and thence thought it a foolish thing to give up Benjamia 
also. Neither did he yield to Reubel's persuasion, though 
he begged it of him ; and gave leave that the grandfather 
might, in way of requital, kill his own sons, in case any harm 
came to Benjamin in the journey. So they were distressed, 
and knew not what to do : nay, there was another accident 
that still disturbed them more, the money that was found 
hidden in their sacks of corn. Yet when the corn they had 
bought failed them, and when the famine still afflicted them, 
and necessity forci*d them, Jacob did f [not] still resolve to 
send Benjamin with his brethren, although there was no re- 
turning into Egypt unless they came with what they had 
promised. Now the misery growing every day worse, and 

* The reason why Simeon might be selected out of the re^t for Jo- 
seph's prisoner, is plain in the testament of Simeon. v'iZ. that he 
was one of the bittere t of all Joseph's breihren aga'nst Inro, i 2, 
which appears also In part by the testa rent of Znbnlon : J 3. 

t The eoherence seems to ine to show, that the negat ve particle 
is here wanting, which I have sapplied in bracket , and I wondrr 
none have hitherto suspected it onght to be sup^died. 
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his sons begging it of him, he had no other course to take in 
his present circumstances. And Judas, who was of a bold 
temper on other occasions, spake his mind very freely to him 8 
•* That it did not become him to be afraid on account of his 
son, nor to suspect the worst, as he did, for nothing could be 
done to his son but by the apj)ointraent of God, which must 
also for certain come to pass though he were at home with 
him : that he ought not to condemn them to such munifest 
destruction ; nor deprive them of that plenty of food they 
might have from Pharaoh, by his unreasonable fear about 
his son Benjamin, but ought to take care of the preservation 
of Simeon, lest, by attempting to hinder Benjamin's journey, 
Simeon should perish. He exhorted them to trust God for 
him; and said, he would either bring his son back to hinl 
safe, or, together with his, lose his own life.'* So that Jacob 
was at length persuaded, and delivered Benjamin to them, 
with the price of tlie corn doubled : he also sent presents to 
Joseph of the fruits of the land of Canaan, * balsam, and rosin, 
as also turpentine, and honey. Now their father shed many 
tears at the departure of his sons, as well as themselves. 
His concern was that he might receive them back again 
safe after their journey ; and their concern was, that they 
might find their father well, and no way afflicted with grief 
for them. 'And this lamentation lasted a whole day : so that 
the old man was at last tired with grief, and stayed behind ; 
but they went on their way for Egypt, endeavouring to miti- 
gate their grief for their present misfortunes, with the hopes 
of better success hereafter. 

6. As soon as they came into Egypt, they were brought 
do>vn to Joseph : but here no small fear disturbed them, lest 
they should be accused about the price of the com, as if they 
had cheated Joseph. They then made a long apology to 
Joseph's steward ; and told him, that when they came home 
tiiey found the money in their sacks, and that they had now 
brought it along with them. He said, he did not know what 
they meant. So they ife^ere delivered from that fear. And 
, when he had loosed Simeon, and put him into an handsome 
habit, he suffered him to be with his brethren ; at which time 
Joseph came from his attendance on the king* S6 they 
offered him their presents: and upon his putting the ques- 
tion to them about their father, diey answered^ that they 

* Of the precious balFam of Judea, and the ^turpentine, see th^e 
aou on AnOq. B. riii. ch. ti. f 6. 
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Ibuod him frell. Be also, upon his discovery that Benjamin 
was alive, iisked, whether this was their younger brother, 
for he had seen him. Whereupon they said he was : he re- 
pUed, that the God over all was his protector. But when 
his affection to him made him shed tears, he retired, desiring 
he might not be seen in that plight by his brethren. Then 
Joseph took them to supper ; and they were set down in the 
same order as they used to sit at their father's table. And 
although Joseph treated them all kindly, yet did he send a 
mess to Benjamin that was double to what the rest of the 
guests had for their shares. 

7. Now, when after supper they had composed them- 
selves to sleep, Joseph commanded his steward both to give 
rliem their measures of corn, and to hide its price again in 
their sacks ; and that withall they should put into Benjamin's 
sack the golden cup, out of which he himself loved to drink. 
Which things he did in order to make trial of his brethren, 
whether they w ould stand by Benjamin when he should be 
accused of having stolen the cup, and should appear to be in 
danger ; or whether they would leave him, and, depending 
on their own innocency, go to their father without him. 
When the servant had done as he was bidden, the sons of 
Jacob, knowing nothing of all this, went their way, and took 
Simeon along with them, and had a double cause of joy, both 
because they had received him again, and because ^ey took 
back Benjamin to their father, as they had promised. Bat 
presently a troop of horsemen encompassed them, and 
brought with them Joseph's servant, who had put the cup 
into Benjamin's sack. Upon which unexpected attack of 
the horsemen they were much disturbed, and asked what 
the reason was that they thus came upon men, who a little 
before had been by their lord thought worthy of an honour- 
able and hospitable reception : They replied, by calling them 
wicked wretches, who had forgot that very hospitable and 
kind treatment which Joseph had given them, and did not 
scruple to be injurious to him ; and to carry off that cup out 
of which he had, in so friendly a manner, drank to them, not 
regarding their frfendship with Joseph, no more than the 
danger they should be in if they were taken, in comparison 
of the unjust gain. Hereupon he thrt^-atened that they should 
be punished ; for though they had escaped the knowledge 
of him, who was but a servant, yet they had not escaped the 
knowledge of God, nor had gone off witii what they had 
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stolen ; and after all, asked, why we come \tp6m tBem, as 
if they knew nothing of the matter : and he toJd them, that 
they should immediately know it by their punishment. Thi% 
and more of the same nature, did the servant say, in way of 
reproach to them : but they being wholly ignorant of any 
thing here that concerned them, laughed at what he said, 
and wondered at the abusive language which the servant 
gave them, when he was so hardy as to accuse those wh» 
did not before so much as retain the price of their com, 
which was found in their sacks, but brought it again, though 
nobody else knew of any such thing, so far were they from 
offering any injury to Joseph voluntarily. But still, suppos* 
ing that a search would be a more sure justification of them- 
selves than their own denial of the fact, they bid him search 
them, and that if any of them had been guilty of the theft, 
to punish them all ; for being no way conscious to themselves 
of any crime, they spake with assurance, and, as they tii(fught, 
without any danger to themselves also. The servants de- 
sired there might be a search made ; but they said, the pu- 
nishment should extend to him alone who should be found 
guilty of the theft. So they made the search ; and having 
searched all the rest, they came last of all to Benjamin, as 
knowing it was Benjamin's sack in which they had hidden 
the cup, they having indeed searched the rest only for a show 
of accuracy; so the rest were out of fear for themselves, and 
were now only concerned about Benjamin, but still were 
well assured that he would also be found innocent ; and they 
i'eproached those that came after them for their hindering 
them, white they might, in the mean while, have gotten a 
good way of their journey. But as soon as they, had search- 
ed Benjamin's sack, they found the cup, and took it from hira; 
and all was changed to mourning and lamentation. They 
rent their garments, and wept for the punishment which 
their brother was to undergo for his theft; and for the de- 
lusion they had put on their father when they promised they 
would bring Benjamin safe to him. What added to theii* 
misery was, that this melancholy accident came unfortunate- 
ly at a time when they thought they had been gotten olT 
clear: but they confessed, that this misfortune of their bro- 
ther, as well as the grief of their father for him, was owing 
to themselves, since it was they that forced their father to 
send him with them, when he was averse to it. 

Vol. I. o 
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8. The horsemen, therefore, took Benjamin and brought 
him to Joseph, his brethren also following him ; . who, when 
he saw him in custody, and them in the habit of mourners, 
said, " How come you, vile wretches as you are, to have such 
a strange notion of my kindness to you, and of God's provi- 
dence, as impudently to do this to your benefactor, who,- in 
such a hospitable manner had entertained you ?" Where- 
upon they gave up themselves to be punished, in order to 
save Benjamin ; and called to mind what a wicked enterprise 
they had been guilty of against Joseph. They also pro- 
nounced him more happy than themselves, if he were dead^ 
in being freed from the miseries of this life ; and, if he were 
alive, that he enjoyed the pleasure of seeing God's vengeance 
upon them. They said farther, that they were the plague of 
their father, since they should now add to his former afflic- 
tion for Joseph, this other affliction for Benjamin. Reubel 
also was large in cutting them upon this occasion. But 
Joseph dismissed them, for he said they had been guilty of 
no offence, and that he w^ould content himself with the lad*s 
punishment, for he said, it was not a fit thing to let him go 
free for the sake of those who had not offended ; nor was 
it a fit thing to punish them together with him who had been 
guilty of stealing. And when he promised to give them 
leave to go away in safety, the rest of them were under great 
consternation, and were able to say nothing on this sad oc- 
casion. But Judas, who had persuaded their father to send 
the lad from him, being other^vise also a very bold and active 
man, determined to hazard himself for the preservation of 
his brother. " * It is true, said he, O governor, that we have 
been very wicked with regard to thee, and on that account 
deserve punishment ; even all of us may justly be punished, 
although the theft were not committed by ail, but only by 
one of us, and he the youngest also : but yet there remains 
some hope for us, who otherwise must be under despair on 
his account, and this from thy goodness, which promises us 
a deliverance out of our present danger. And now, I beg 
thou wilt not look at us, or at that great crime we have been 

* This oration seems to me too large, and too unusual a digression, 
to have been composed by Judas on this occasion. It seems to me a 
Rpeech or declamation composed formerly, in the person of Judag, 
and in the way of oratory, that lay by him, and which he thought 
fit to insert on this occasion: See two more such speeches or decta- 
mations, Aotiq. B. vi. ch. xiv. k 4> 
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guilty of, but at thy own excellent nature, and take advice 
of thine own virtue, instead of that wrath thou hast against us: 
-which passion, those that otherwise are of a low character 
indulge, as they do their strength, and that not only on great, 
but also on very trifling occasions. Overcome, sir, that pas- 
sion, and be not subdued by it, nor suifer it to slay those that 
do not otherwise presume upon their own safety, but are de- 
sirous to accept of it from thee ; for this is hot the first time 
that thou wilt bestow it on us, but before, when we came to 
buy corn, thou afFordest us great plenty of food, and gjivest 
us leave to carry so much home to our family as has pre- 
served them, from perishing by famine. Nor is there 
any diflference between not overlooking men that were pe- 
rishing for want of necessaries, and not punishing those that 
seem to be offenders, and have been so unfortunate as to 
lose the advantage of that glorious benefaction which they 
received from thee. This will be an instance of equal 
favour, though bestowed after 'a different manner ; for thou 
wilt save those this way whom thou didst feed the other ; 
and thou wilt hereby preserve alive, and by thy own boun*- 
ty^ those souls which thou didst not suffer to be distressed 
by famine, it being indeed at once a wonderful and a great 
thing to sustain our lives by corn, and to bestow on us that 
pai'doD, whereby now we are distressed, we may continue 
those lives. And I am ready to suppose, that God is will- 
ing to afford thee this opportunity of showing thy virtuous 
disposition, by brioging us into this calamity, that it may ap- 
pear thou canst forgive the injuries that are done to thyself; 
and mayest be esteemed kind to others, besides those who, 
on. other accounts, stand in need of thy assistance, since it is 
indeed a right thing to do well to those who are in distress 
for want of food, but still a more glorious thing to save those 
who deserve to be punished, when it is on account of heinous 
offences against thyself; for if it be a thing deserving con- 
demnation to forgive such as have been guilty of small of- 
fences, that tend to a person's loss, and this be praiseworthy 
in him that overlooks such offiences, to restrain a man's pas- 
sion, as to crimes which are capital to the guilty, is to be 
like the most excellent nature of God himself. And truly, as 
for myself, had it not been that we had a father, who had 
discovered, on occasion of the death of Joseph,how miserably 
he is always afflicted at the loss of his sons, I had not made 
any wocdson account of the saving of pur own lives \ I mean, 
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any farther than as that would be an excellent character for 
thyself, to preserve even those that would have nobody to la- 
ment them when they were dead, but we would have yield- 
ed ourselves up to suffer whatsoever thoiT please dst : but now 
(for we do not plead for mercy to ourselves, though indeed, 
if we die, it will be while we are young, and before we have 
had the, enjoyment of life,) have regard to our father, and 
take pity of his old age, on whose account it is that we 
make these supplications to thee. We beg thou wilt give 
us those lives which this wickedness of ours has rendered 
obnoxious to thy punishment ; and this for his sake who is 
not himself wicked,, nor does his being our father make u» 
wicked. He is a good man, and not worthy to have such 
trials of his patience ; and now we are absent, is he afflict- 
ed with care for us. But if he hear of our deaths, and what 
was the cause of it, he will on that account die an imma- 
ture death: and the reproachful manner of our ruin will 
hasten his end, and will directly kill him, nay, will bring 
him to a miserable death, while he will make haste to rid 
himseK out of the world, and bring himself to a state of in- 
sensibility before the sad story of our end come abroad into 
the rest of the world. Consider things in this manner, although 
•ur wickedness does not provoke thee with a just desire of 
punishing that wickedness, and forgive it for our father's sake ; 
and let thy commiseration of him weigh more with thee than 
•ur wickedness. Have regard to the old age of our father, 
who, if we perish, will be very lonely while he lives, and will 
soon die himself also. Grant this boon to the name of fa* 
tkers, for thereby thou wilt honour him that begat thee, and 
will grant it to thyself also, who enjoyest alreadjr that deno- 
mination : thou wilt then, by that denomination, be preserved 
«f God, the father of all, by showing a pious regard to which, 
in the case of our father, thou wilt iippear to honour him. 
who is styled by the same name ; I mean, if thou wilt have 
this pity on our father, upon this consideration, how misera* 
ble he will be if he be deprived of his sons. It is thy part, 
therefore, to bestow on us what God has given us, when it is 
in thy power to take it away, and so to resemble him entire- 
ty in charity : for it is good to use that power, which caa 
^ther give or take away, on the merciful side ; and when 
ijt is in thy power to destroy, to forget that thou ever hadst 
that power ; and to look on thyself as only allowed power 
f^T preservation; aod that the more any one extends thit 

I 
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power, the greater reputation does he gain to hfrnself. 
Now by forgiving our brother what he has unhappily com- 
mitted, thou wilt preserve us all : for we cannot think of 
living if he be put to death, since we dare not show our- 
selves alive to our father without our brother, but here 
must we partake of one and the same catastrophe of his 
life. And so far we beg of thee, O governor, that if 
thou condemnest our brother to die, thou wilt punish us to- 
gether with him, as partners of the crime ; for we shall not 
think it reasonable to be reserved to kill ourselves for grief 
of our brother's death, but so to die, rather as equally guilty 
with him of this crime. I will only leave with thee this one 
consideration, and then will say no more, viz. that our brother 
committed his fault when he was young, and not yet of confirm- 
ed wisdom in his conduct, and that men naturally forgive such 
young persons. And I end here, without adding what more 
I have to say, that in case thou condemnest us, that omission 
may be supposed to have hurt us, and permitted thee to take 
the severer sid». But in case thou settest us free, that this 
may be ascribed to thy own goodness, of which thou art in- 
wardly conscious, that thou freest us from condemnation ; 
and that not by barely preserving us, but by granting us such 
a favour as will make us appear more righteous than we really 
are, and by representing to thyself more motives for our de- 
liverance then we are able to produce ourselves. If, there- 
ibre, thou resolvest to slay him, I desire thou wilt slay m© 
in his^ stead, and send him back to his father ; or if thou 
pleasest to retain him with thee as a slave, I am fitter to la- 
bour for thy advantage in that capacity, and as thou seest, 
am better prepared for either of* those sufferings.*' So Ju- 
lias, being very willip'' to undergo any thing whatever for the 
deliverance of his brother, cast himself down at Joseph's feet,, 
and earnestly laboured to assuage and pacify his anger. All 
his brethrea also fell down before him, weeping, and deliver- 
ing themselves up to destruction for the preservation of the 
life of Benjamin. 

9. But Joseph, as overcome now with his affections, and 
no longer able to personate an angry man, commanded all 
that were present to depart, that he might make liimself 

* In all this speeeh of Jndas, we may obferve, that Josepfaus still 
nipposeH »bat death wag ^he punishment of theft in Egypt, io the 
days of Jo.cpli, though it never was so among the Jews by the law 
of Moses. 

oa 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



l%% ANTIQUITIES Book B 

Inown to bis brethren wben they were alone. And when 
the rest were gone out, he made himself known to his breth- 
ren ; and said, " I commend you for your virtue, and your 
kindness to our brother ; I find you better men than I could 
have expected from what you contrived about noe. Indeed, 
I did all this to try your love to your brother ; so I believe 
you were not wicked by nature, in what you did in my case,^ 
bi)t that all has happened according to God*s will, who has 
hereby procured our enjoyment of what good things we 
have; and if he continue in a favourable dispontion, of what 
we hope for hereafter. Since, therefore, I know that our 
lather is safe and well beyond expectation ; and I see yoo so 
well disposed to your brother, I will no longer remembefi 
what guilt you seem to have had about me, but will leave 
#ff to hate you for that your wickedness, but do rather re- 
turn you my thanks, that you have concurred with the in- 
tentions of God to bring things to their present state. I 
would have you also rather to Ibrget 4he same, since that 
imprudence of yours is come to such an happy condhidoii^ 
than to be uneasy and blush at those your o^ncesJ -Do not, 
therefore, let your evil intentions, when you condemned me, 
and that bitter remorse which might follow, be a grief to 
you now, because those intentions were frustrated. €lo, 
therefore, your way rejoicing in what has happened by the 
divine providence, and inform your father of it, lest he should 
be spent with cares for you, and deprive me of the most 
agreeable part of my felicity ; I mean, lest he should die be- 
lore he come into my sight, and enjoys the good things that 
we now have. Bring, therefore with you, our father, and your 
wives, and children, and all^ your kindred, and remove your 
habitation hither ; for it is not proper that the persons dear- 
est to me should live remote from me now my affairs are so 
prosperous, especially when they must endure five mort 
years of famine." When Joseph had said this, he embra* 
ced his brethren, who were in tears and sorrow ; but the 
generous kindness of their brother seemed to leave «moi^ 
them no room for fear, lest they should be punished on ac- 
count of what they had consulted and acted against him; 
And they were then feasting. Now the king, as soon as he 
heard that Joseph's brethren were come to him, was exeeed- 
ing glad of it, as if it had been a part of his own good for- 
tune ; and gave them wagons full of com, and gold, and silveri 
to be conveyed to thoir father. Now when they had received 
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more of their brother, part to be carried to their father, atid 
part a» free gifts to every one of themselves, Benjamin hav* 
iDg still more than the rest, they departed. 



CHAP. VII. 

,^t removal of Joseph^s father, with his family, to him, oh ac- 
count of the famine. 

^ 1* As soon as Jacob came to know, by his sons return* 
ing home, in what state Joseph was, that he had not only es- 
caped death, for which he yet lived all along in mourning, 
h\JX that he lived in splendour and happiness, and ruled over 
-Kgypt jointly with the king, and had intrusted to his care 
almost all his affairs, he did not think any thing he was tbid 
to be incredible, considering the greatness of the works of 
God, and bis kindness to him, although that kindness bad, 
.for some late ttme», been intermitted, so he immediately and 
zealously set out upon his journey to hinu 

£• When he came to ti^e well of the oath, [Beersheba,] 
kft afiered sacrifice to God : and being afraid that the hap- 
pinesa there was in £gypt might tempt his posterity to fall 
in love with it, and settle in it, and no more think of remov- 
iiig'into the land of Canaati^ imd possessing it, as God had 
jiromised them ; as also belhg aSTradd, lest if this descent into 
£gypt were made without the will of God, his family might 
be destroyed there ; out of fear withall, lest he should depart 
this life before he came to the sight of Joseph, he fell asleep, 
revolving these doubte in his mind. 

d. But God stood by him, and called to him twic6 by his 
name ; and when he asked, who he was, .God said, '* No, 
•ure^ it is not just that thou Jacob shouldstbe unacquainted 
with that Odd who has been ever a protector and an helper 
to thy forefathers, and after them to thyself: for when thy 
lather would have deprived thee of the dominion, I gave it 
thee ; and by my kindness it was, that when thou- wast sent 
into Mesopotamia all alone, thou obtainedst good wives, and 
retttmedst with many children, and much wealth. Thy whole 
fismily also has been preserved by my providence ; and it 
was I who conducted Joseph thy son, whom thou gavest up 
for lost, to the enjoyment of great prosperity. I also made 
him lord of Egypt, so that he differs but little from a king. 
Accordmgly, I come now as a guide to thee in this joorney ; 
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and foretell to thee, that thou shalt die in'tbe arms of Joseph; 
and I inform thee, that thy posterity shall be many ages in 
authority and glory, and that I will settle them in. the land 
which I have promised them." 

4. Jacob, encouraged by his dream, went on more cheer- 
fully for Egypt, with his sons, and all belonging to them. 
Now they were in all seventy. I once indeed thought it 
best not to set down the name of this family, especially be- 
cause of their difficult pronunciation [by the Greeks ;] bu^ 
upon the whole, I think it necessary to mention those names, 
that I may disprove such as I believe, that we came originally 
not out of Mesopotamia, but are Egyptians. Now Jacd) 
had twelve sens, of these Joseph was come thither beCore. 

We will, therefore, set down the name of Jacob's chiMreB> 
and grandchildren. Reubel had four soiis, Anoch, Pha]]ii$ 
Assaron, Charmi. Simeon had six, Jamuel, Jamin, Avod|* 
Jachin, Soar, Saul. Levi had three sons, Gersom, Caathf 
Mcrari. Judas had three sons, Sala, Phares, Zerah ; and by 
Fhiau'es two grandchildren, Esrom and Amur. Issachur had 
four sons, Thola, Fhua, Jasub, Samaron. Zabulon had with - 
him three sons, Sarad, Helon, Jalel. . So far is the posterity 
of Leah ; with whom went her daughter Dina. Iliesc are 
thirty-three. Rachel had two sons, the one of whicli, Joseph, 
bad two sons also, Manasseh ^iidJpLphraim. The other Ben- 
jamin, had ten sons, Bolau, Bacchar, Asabel, Geras, Naama^^ 
Jes, Ros, Memphis, Opphis, Arad. These fourteen adde^ 
to the thirty-three, before enumerated, amount to the num- 
ber forty-seven. And this was the legitimate posterity of 
Jacob. He had besides by Bilha, the handmaid of RacheV 
Dan and Nephthali, which last had four sons that followed 
him, Jesse], Guni, Isari, and Selim. Dan had an only begot- 
ten son, Usi. If these be added to those before mentioned,* 
they complete the number fifty-four. Gad and Aser were 
the sons of Zilpha, who was the handmaid of Leah. These 
had with them, Gad ^even, Saphoniah, Augis, Sunis, Azabon, 
Aerin, Eroed, Ariel. Aser had a daughter, S«rah, and sii 
male children, whose names were Jomne, Isus, fsoui, Baras, 
Abar, and Melchiel. If we add these, which are sixteen, 
' to the fifty-four, the forementioned number [70] is complet- 
ed, * JacG*) not being himself included in that number. 

* All the Grc?ek copies of Josep^.us have the no}2;ativ-e particle 
here, that Jaoob hi'Hself wjiS9?'>/ rec'-on^d orjf of the ^'.* so«'?' that 
came into Egypt ; but the old X/ttlin copies waul it, aud clii-ccty as^ 
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5. When Joseph understood that his father was coming, 
for Judas his brother was come before him, and informed 
him of his approach, he went oui to meet him ; and they 
ttiet together at Heroopolis. But Jacob almost fainted away 
at this unexpected and great joy; however, Joseph revived 
him, being yet not himself able to contain from being af- 
fected in the same manner^ at the pleasure he now had, yet 
was he not wholly overcome with his passion, as his father 
was. After this, he desired Jacob to travel* on slowly ; but 
he himself took hre of his brethren with him, and made 
haste to the king, to tell him that Jacob and his family were 
eome, which was a joyful hearing to him. He also bid , 
Joseph tell him what sort of life his brethren loved to lead, 
that he might give them leave to follow the same ; who told 
him, they were good shepherds, and had been used to fol- 
low no other employment but this alone. Whereby he pro- 
Yided for them, that they should not be separated, but live in 
the same place, and take care of their father ; as also here- 
by he provided, that they might be acceptable to the Egyp- 
tians, by doing nothing that would be common to ithem with 
the Egyptians ; for the Egyptians ^ are prohibited to med- 
dle with the feeding of sheep. 

6. When Jacob was conde to the king and saluted him, 
and wished all prosperity to his government, Pharaoh asked 
bim, how old he now was : upon whose answer, tk was an 
hundred and thirty years old, he admired Jacob on account 
of the length of his life. And when he had added, that still 
he had not lived so long as his forefathers, he gave him leave 
to live with his children in Heliopolis ; for in that city the 
king's shepherds had their pasturage. 

7. However, the famine increased among the Egyptians; 
and this heavy judgment grew more oppressive to them, be- 
cause neither did the river overflow the grouted, for it did not 
rise to its former height, nor did God f send rain upon it ; 

sure 08 he wt» eae of them. 'Tis therefore har<Uy certain which 4)f 
ihese was Josephus's true reading, since the number 70 is made up 
without him, if we reckon Leah for one f but if she be not reckoned, 
Jacob must himself be one, to complete the number. 

* Jo^phus thought that the Egyptians hated or despised the em- 
ployment of a shepherd in the days of Jo.<;eph ; whcrea« Bishop 
Cumberland has shown, that they rather hateid sudr Phoenician op 
Canaanite shepherds that had long enslaved the Egyptians of old 
time. See his SanchonSatho, p. S6 1 , 372. 

t Belead here puts the question, how Jotephus oould complain of 
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bor did they indeed make the least provisibn for tbemselvefl, 
so ignorant were they what was to be done : but Joseph sold 
them com for their money. But when their money failed 
them, they bought corn with their cattle, and their slaves; 
and if any of them had a small piece of land, they gave up that 
to purchase them food, by which means the king became 
the owner of aU their substance ; and they were removed 
some to one place, and some to another, that so the posses- 
sion of 'their country might be firmly assured to the king} 
excepting the lands of the priests, for their country continued 
still in their own possession. And indeed this sore fanunte 
made their minds as well as their bodies slaves ; and at 
length compelled them to procure a sufficiency of food by 
such dishonourable means. But when this misery cease^ 
and the river overflowed the ground, and the ground broug^ 
forth its fruits plentifully, Joseph came to every city, ao4 
gathered the people thereto belonging together, and gavs 
them back entirely the land, which, liy their own consent, 
the king might have possessed alonf, and alone enjoyed tbo 
fruits of it. He also exhorted them to look on it as everjf 
ones own possession ; and to fall to their husbandry wirt 
cheerfulness ; and to pay as a tribute to the king, the * fif^ 
part of the fruits for the land which the king, when it was his 
own, restored to them. These men rejoiced upon their bt- 
coming Unexpectedly owners of their lands, and diligently 
observed what was enjoined to them. And by this means 
Joseph procured to himself a greater authority among the 
Egyptians, and greater love to the king from them. Now 
this law, that they should pay the fifth part of their fruits as 
tribute, continued until their latter kings. 

its not raining in Egypt during this famine, while the ancients 
affirm that it never does naturally rain there. His answer 19, tb«l 
when the ancients deny that it rain^ in Egypt, they only mean the 
Upper Egypt aboveihe Delta, which is called Egypt^ in the strictest 
sen'^^e; but that in I>efta, [and by consequence in the Lower Egypt 
adjoining to it,] it did of old, and still does rain sometimes. Seethe 
note, Antiq. B. iii. ch* 1. ^ 6. 

* Josephua supposes, that Joseph now restored the Egyptlana 
their lands again, upon the payment of a fifth part as a tribute. It 
Mems to me rather that the land wao now considered as Pharaoh's 
lands, and this fifth part as its rent, to be paid by them, as he waf 
their landlord, and they his tenant? ; and that the landit were not 
properly restored, and this fifth part reserved as tribute only, tiU 
the days of Sesostris* See Essay o^ th# Old Testament, append. ^ 

^'* 
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CHAP. VHL 

Of the death of Jacob and Joseph. 

\ 1. Now when Jacob had lived seventeen years in 
.Egypt, he fell into a disease, and died in the presence of his 
sons; but not till he made his prayers for their enjoying 
prosperity, and till he had told to them, prophetically, hx)W 
ev^ry one of them was to dwell in the land of Canaan. But 
this happened many years afterward. He also * enlarged 
upon the praises of Joseph ; how he had not remembered the 
evil doings of his brethren to their disadvantage ; nay, on the 
contrary, was kind to them, bestowing upon them so many 
benefits, as seldom are bestowed on men's own benefactors. 
He then commanded his own sons that they should admit 
Joseph's sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, into their number, and 
divide the land of Canaan in common with them ; concerning 
whom we shall treat hereafter. However, he made it his re- 
quest, that he might be buried at Hebron. So he died, when 
he had lived Xull an hundred and fifty years, three only abated, 
having not been behind any of his ancestors in piety towards 
God ; and having such a recompense for it as it was fit those 
^ould have who were so good as these were. But Joseph, 
by the king's permission, carried his father's dead body to 
Hebron, and there buried it, at a great expense. Now his 
brethren were at first unwilling to return back with him, be- 
cause they were afraid, lest, now their father was dead, he 
should punish them for their secret practices against him, 
since he was now gone for whose sake he had been so gra- 
cious to them. But he persuaded them to fear no harm, and 
to entertain no suspicions of him : so he brought them along 
with him, and gave them great possessions, and never left off 
his particular concern for them. 

2. Joseph also died when he had lived an hundred and 
ten years ; having been aman of admirable virtue, and con- 
ducting all his afiairs by the rules of reason ; and used his ai;- 
tbority with moderation, which was the cause of his so great 
felicity among the Egyptians, even when he came from an- 

* As to this encomium upon Joseph, as preparatory to JacoVi 
adopting Ephraim and Manasseh into hifi own family, and to be ad- 
mitted for two tribes, which Josephus here mentions, all our copies 
•f Genesis omit it, ch. xlviii. nor do we know whence he took it, 
or whether it be »ot hi» ofwa enbellishmeiit only. 
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other country, and that lo such iH circumstances also, as we 
have already described. At length bis brethren died, after 
they had lived happily in Egypt Now the posterity and sons 
of these men after some time carried their bodies, and buried 
tke^m at Hebron ; but as to the bones of Joseph, they earned 
them into the land of Canaan afterward, when the Hebrews 
went out of Egypt, for so had Joseph made them promise 
him upon oath. But what became of every one of these men, 
and by what toils they got the possession of the land of Ca- 
naan, shall be shown hereafter, when I have first explained 
upon what accoimt it was they left Egypt. 

JHHf — * 

CHAP. IX. 

ihnceming the afflictions thdl befell the Hebrews in Egypt, dur- 
ing * four hundred years. 

\ 1. Now it happened that the Egyptians grew delicate 
and lazy, as to pains taking, and gave themselves up to other 
pleasures, and in particular to the love of gain. They abo 
became very ill-affected towards the Hebrews, as touched 
with envy at their prosperity : for when they saw how the 
nation of the Israelites flourisihed, and were become eminent 
already in plenty of wealth, which they had acquired by 
their virtue, and natural love of labour, they thought their in- 
crease was to their own detriment. And having, in length of 
time, forgotten the benefits they had received from Joseph, 
particularly the crown being now come into another family, 
they became very abusive to tlie Israelites, and contrived 
many ways of aiHicting them;- for they enjoined them to cut 
a great number of channels for the river, and to build walls 
for their cities, and ramparts, that they might restrain the 
river, and hinder its waters from stagnating, upon its running 
over its own banks. They set them also to f build pyramids, 

* As to the affliction of Abraham's posterity for 400 years, sec An- 
tf^. B. i. ch. X. i 3. And as to what cities they built in Egypt un- 
der Pharaoh SesoFtris, and of Pharaoh Sesostris's drowning in lh» 
Red Sea ; see Essay on the Old Test, append, p. 139—162. 

t Of this building^ of the pyramids of Egypt by the Israelites, see 
Perisonius Orig. ^gyptiae, ch. xxl. 'Tis not impossible they 
night build one or more of the small ones, but the large ones seem 
much later; only, if they be all built of stone, this does not so well 
agree with the Israelites labours, which are said to have been in 
bricks and not in siane : as Mr. Sandys observes hi his Travels, p. 
127, 1^6. 
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and by d\\ this were them out ; and forced theni to learn all 
sorts of mechanical arts, and to accustom themselves to hard 
labour. And four hundred years did they spend under these 
afflictions ; for they strove one against the other which should 
get the mastery I the Egyptians desiring to destroy the Israel- 
ites by these labours, and the Israelites desiring to hold out 
to the end under them. 

. 2. While the affairs of the Hebrews were in this condition, 
there was this occasion offered itself to the Egyptians, which 
jetlade theni more solicitous for the extinction of our nation. 
Qneof these sacred * scribes, who are very sagacious in fore? 
telling future events truly, told the king, that about this time 
there would be a child born to the Israelites, who, if he were 
reared, would bring the Egyptian dominion low, and would 
raise the Israelites : that he would excel all men in virtue, 
and obtain a . glory that would be remembered through all 
ages. Which thing was so feared by the king, that, accord- 
ing to this man's opinion, he commanded that they should 
cast every male fhild, which was born to the Israelites, into 
the river, and destroy it : that besides this, the f Egyptian 
midwives should watch the labours of the Hebrew women, 
and observe what is born, for those were the women w)>o 
were enjoined to do the office of midwives to them ; and 
by reason of their relation to the king, would not transgress 
his conunands. He enjoined also, that if any parents should 
disobey him, and venture to spare their J male <;hildren alive, 

*t>r Bernard informs u^ here, that instead of ibis Fingle priest 
•or prophet of the Egyptians, witbo'it a name in >7o.<'epbus, the Tar- 
gu:i] of -onathaB name^ the two mo^t fatuous antagonists of Hoses, 
Jannes and JambreF. Nor is it at all unlikely, that it might be one 
of these who foreboded ^o much misery to the Egyptians, and so 
much happiness to the TsraeliteF, from the rearing of Mo. es. 

t Joephus isccar that these midwives were Egyptians and riot 
Israelites, as in our other copie;; ; wbich is very probable, it being 
not ea^^ily to be ftopposed. that Pharaoh could trust the Israelite 
midwives to exe-ute so barbarous a command against their own na- 
tion. Cons-'.It, therefore, and correct hence our ordinary copies, E^tod; 
i. 15 — 22. And, indeed, Josephui' ^eetn'. to have had mt»r,h completer 
copiep of ♦he Pentateuch or other authentic record;^ now lost, about 
the birth and actions of Mo'C, than eiihcr our Hebrew, ^inar'itan, 
or Greek BiUe^ afford us, which enabled him to be so large and par* 
ticu'ar about him. 

J Of this grandfather of Sesostrls, Ramestes the great, who slew 
the Israelite infants, and of the in^'cription on his obelifk, contain- 
ing. in my oplnron, one of the oldet records of mankind ; see £s* 
»y oa the Old Te»t. append, p. 139, 145. 217—220. 
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tYitj and their families should be destroyed. This was a se- 
vere affliction indeed to those that suffered it, not only as 
they were deprived • of their sons, and while they were the 
parents themselves, they were obliged to be subservient to 
th^ destruction of their own children, but as it was to "be sup- 
posed to tend to the extirpation of their nation, while upon 
the destruction of their children, and their own gradual dis- 
solution, the calamity would become very hard and inconso- 
lable to them* And this was the ill state they were in. But 
no one can be too hard for the purpose of .God, though he 
contrive ten thousand subtle devices for that end : for this 
child, whom the sacred scribe foretold, was brought up and 
concealed from the observers appointed by the king ; and he 
that foretold him, did not mistake in the consequences of his 
preservation^ which were brought to pass after the manner 
following. 

3. A man whose name was Amram, one of the nobler sort 
of thfe Hebrews, was afraid for his whole nation, lest it sho^ 
fail, by the want of young men to be brought up hereafter, 
and was very uneasy at it, his Wife being then with child, and 
he knew not what to do. Hereupon he betook himself to 
prayer to God ; and entreated him to have compassion on 
those men who had no ways transgressed the laws of his 
worship, and to afford them deliverance from the miseries 
they at that time. endured, and to render abortive their ene- 
mies hopes of the destruction of their nation. Accordingly, 
God had mercy on him, and was moved by his supplicittion. 
He stood by him in his sleep, and exhorted him not to des- . 
pair of his future favours. He said farther, that he did not 
forget their piety 4;o wards him, and would always reward 
them for it, as he had formerly granted his favour to their 
forefathers, and made them increase from a few to so great 
a multitude. He put him in mind, that when Abraham was 
come alone out of Mesopotamia into Canaan, he had been 
made happy, not only in other respects, but that when his 
wife was at first barren, she was afterward by him enabled to 
conceive seed, and bare him sons. That they left to Ishmael, 
and to bis posterity, the country of Arabia ; as also to his 
sons by Keturah, Troglodytis^and to Isaac, Canaan. That 
by my assistanc.e, said he, he did great exploits in war, which, 
unless you be yourselves impious, you must still remember. 
As for Jacob, he became well known to strangers also, by 
the greatness of that prosperity in which he lived, and left to 
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his sons, yiho came into Egypt with no more than seventjt 
souls, while you are now become above six hundred thousand* 
Knoiv, therefore, that I shall provide for you all in common 
what is for your good, and particularly for thyself what shall 
make thee famous ; for that child, out of dread of whose na* 
tivity the Egyptians have doomed the Jsraelite children to 
destruction, shall be this child of thine, and shall be conceal- 
ed from those wJio watch to destroy him : and when he is 
brought up, in a surprising way, he shall deliver the Hebrew 
nation from the distress they are^under from the Egyptians. 
His memory shall be famous while the world lasts; and this 
not only among the Hebrews, but foreigners also. All which 
shall be the efi'ect of my favour to thee, and to thy posterity* 
He shall also- have such a brother, that he shall himself obtalo 
my priesthood, and* his posterity shall have it after him to 
the end of the world. 

4. When the vision had informed him of these things, 
Amram awaked, and told it taJochebed, who was his wife. 
And now the fear increased upon them, on account of the 
prediction in Amram*s dream^; for they were under concern, 
not only for- the child, but on account of the great happi' 
ness that was to come to him also. However, the mother's 
labour was such as afforded a confirmation to what was fore-* 
told by God, for it wasnot known to those that watched her, 
by the easiness of her pains, and because the throes of her 
wnriery did not fall upon her with violeflce. Anttndw^they 
nourished the child at home privately for three months ; but 
after that time, Amram, fearing he should be discovered, and 
by falling under the king's displeasure, both he and his child 
should perish, and so he should make the promise of God of 
none effect, he determined rather to intrust the safety and 
care of the child to God, than to depend on his own conceal- 
ment of him, which he looked upon as a thing uncertain, and 
whereby both the child, so privately to be nourished, and him- 
self, should be in imminent danger; but he believed that God 
would some way for certain procure the safety of the child, 
in order to secure the truth of his own predictions. When 
they had thus determined, they made an ark of bulrushes, 
after th'e manner of a cradle, and of a bigness sufficient for 
an infant to be laid in, without being too much straightened : 
they then daubed it over with slime, whigh would naturally 
keep out the water from entering between the bulrushes, and 
put the infant into it, and setting it afloat upon the river, they 
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»)eft its pi^eservatioR to God : so th« river received tlie child, 
9LtiA carried ^him along. But Miriam, the child's sister, pass- 
ed along upon the hank over against him, as her mother had 
bid her, to see whither the ark would be carried; where God 
demonstrated^ that human wisdom was nothing, but that the 
Supreme Being is able to do ^whatsoever he pleases : that 
those who, in order to their own security, condemn others to 
destruction, and use great endeavours about it, fail of their 
purpose : but that others iire, in a surprising manner, preserv- 
ed, and obtains prosperous condition, almost from the very 
midst of their calamities ; those, I mean, whose dangers arise 
Ny the appointment of God. And indeed such a providence 
was exercised in the case of this child, as showed the power 
•fGod. 

5. Thenmuthis was the king's daughter. She was now di- 
▼<erting herself by the banks of the river ; and seeing a cra- 
fUe borne along b^ the current^ she sent some that could 
swim, and bid them hring the cradle to her. When those 
t^at were sent on this errand came to her with the cradle, and 
s^e saw the little child, she was greatly in love with it, on ac- 
count of its largeness and beauty ; for God had taken such 
(reat eare In the formation of Moses, that he caused him to 
be thought worthy of bringing up, and providing for, by all 
those that had taken the most fatal resolutions, on account of 
their dread of his nativity, for the destruction of the rest of 
the Hebrew nation. Thermuthis bid them bring her a woman 
that might afford her breast to the child*; yet would not the 
child admit of her breast^ but turned away from it, and did 
the like to many other women. Now Miriam was by when 
this happened, not to appear to be there on purpose, but only 
as staying to see the child ; and she said, <* It is in vain that 
thou, O queen, callest for these women for the nourishing of 
the child, who' are no way of kin to it ; but still, if thou wilt 
order one of the Hebrew women to be brought, perhaps it 
may admit the breast of one of its own nation." Now, since 
she seemed to speak well, Thermuthis desired her to procure 
such an one, and to bring one of those Hebrew women that 
gave suck* So when she had such authority given her, she 
came back, and brought the mother, who was known to no- 
body there. And now the child gladly admitted the breast, 
and seemed to stick close to it; and so it was, that at the 
queen's desire, the nursing of the child was entirely intrust** 
ed to th^ mother. 
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e. Hereupon it was that Thermuthis imposed this name 
Mouses upon him, from what had. happened when he wbs 
put into the river ; for th^ Egyptians call wfUer by the name 
of JWo, and such as are saved out of it, by the name of- Uses; 
so by putting these tw-o words together, they imposed this 
name upon him. And he was by the confession of all, ac- 
cording to God's prediction, as well for his greatness of mind, 
AS for his contempt of difficulties, the best of all the Hebrews ; 
for Abraham was his ancestor, of the seventh generation. 
For Moses was the son of An^am, who lyas the son of 
Gaath, whose father Levi was the son of Jacob, who was 
the son of Isaac, who was the son of Abraham. Now 
Moses's understanding became superior to his age, nay, far 
beyond that standard ; and when he was taught, he discover-* 
ed greater quickness of apprehension than was usual at his 
age, and his actions at that time promised greater, when he 
should* cometo the age of a man. God^did also give him 
that talluesi^Vhen he was but three years old, as was won* 
* derful. And as for his beauty, there was nobody so unpolite^ 
as when they saw Moses, they were not greatly surprised at 
the beauty of his countenance : nay, it happened frequently, 
that those that met him, as^ he was carried along the road, 
were obliged to turn again upon seeing the child ; that they 
left what they were about, and stood still a great while to 
Ipok on him, for the beauty of the child was so remarkable 
and natural to him, on many accounts, that it detained tho 
spectators, and made them stay longer to look upon him. 

7. Thermuthis, therefore, perceiving him to be so remark* 
able a child, adopted him for her son, having no child of her 
own. And when one time she had carried Moses to her 
father, sh& showed him to liim, and said, she thought to make 
hijn her father's successor, if it should please God she should 
have no legitimate child of her awn \ and said to him, " I 
have brought up a child who is of a * divine form, and of a 
generous mind ; and as I have received him from the bounty 
of the river, in a wonderful manner, I thought proper to 
adopt him for my son, and the heir of thy kingdom." And 
3^hen she had said this, she put the infant into her father'^i 
hands: so he took him and hugged him close to his breast; 
and, on his daughter's account, in a pleasant way, put his 

* What Jo5ephifs here says of the beaaty of Moses» that he wag 
ff a divine form, is very like what St. Stephen says of the Fame 
Peauty, that Mo$es was bemHfulin the iight of0od^ Acts vii. %Q> 
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diadera upon his head ; but Moses threw it down to the 
ground, and in a puerile mood, he wreathed it around, and 
tread upon it with his feet, which seemed to 'bring along 
with it an evil presage concerning the kingdom of Egypt. 
But when the sacred scribe saw this, (he was the saiiie person 
who foretold that his nativity would bring the dominion of 
that kingdom low,) he mad« a violent attempt to kill him ; and 
crying out in a frightful manner, he said, " This, O king! tJiis 
child is he of whom God foretold, that if we kill him we 
shall be in no danger : he himself affords an attestation to the 
prediction of the same tiling, by his trampling upon thy go- 
rernment, and heading upon thy diadeln. Take him, there- 
fore, out of the way, and deliver the Egyptians from the fear 
they are in about him ; and deprive the Hebrews of the hope 
they have of being encouraged by him." But Thermuthis 
prevented him, and snatched the child away. And the king 
was not hasty to ajay him^ God himself, whose providence 
protected Moses, melining the king to spare him. He was, 
therefore, educated- with great care. So the^ Hebrews de-* 
pended on him, and wearc of good hopes that great things 
would be done by him ; buti:h6 Egyptians were suspicious 
of whsit would follow such his education. Yet because if 
Moses bad been slain, there was no one, either a-kin or adopt- 
^ that had any oracle on his side, for pretending to the 
crown of Egypt, and likely to be of greater advantage to 
them, they abstained from killing him. 
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CHAP. X. 

How Mos§8 made war mth the Ethiopians, 

'% 1. Moses, therefore, when he was born, and brought pp 
in the foregoing manner, and came to the age of maturity, 
made his virtue manifest to the Egyptians ; and showed that 
he was bom for the bringing them down, and raising the . Is- 
raelites. And the occasion he laid hold of was this: th« 
Ethiopians, who are next neighbours to the Egyptians, made 
an inroad into their country, which they seized upon, and 
carried off the effects of the Egyptians, who, in their tage, 
fought against theni, and revenged the affronts the^ had re- 
ceived from tbem; but being overcome in battle, some oJT 
them were slain, and the rest ran away in a shameAil manner, 
and by that means ^aved themselves, whereupon the Ethiin 
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piads folio wed after them in the pursuit, and thinking that it 
would be a mark of cowardice if they did not subdue all 
Egypt, they went on to subdue the rest with greater vehe- 
mence ; and when they had tasted the swpets of the country, 
they never left off the prosecutkni of the war: and as the 
nearest parts had not courage enough at first to fight with 
them, they proceeded as far as Memphis, and the sea itself, 
while not one of the cities were able to oppose them. The 
Egyptians, under this sad oppression, betook themselves to 
their oracles and. prophecies ; and when God had given them 
this counsel, to make use of Moses the Hebrew, and take his 
assistance, the kingconrntianded his daughter to produce him, 
that he might be the^ general of their army. Upon which, 
when she had made him swear he would do him no harm, 
she delivered him to the king^ and supposed his assistance 
would be of great advantage to them. She withall reproach- 
ed the priest, who, when they had before admonished the 
Egyptians to kill him, was not ashamed now to own their 
want of his help. 

2. So Moses, at the persuasion both of Thermuthis, and 
the king himself, cheerfully undertook the business ; and the 
sacred scribes of both nations were glad ; those of the Egyp- 
tians, that they should at once overcome.their enemies by his 
Talour, and that by the same piece of management Moses 
would be slain ; but those of the Hebrews, that they should 
escape from the Egyptians, beiMi,u8e Moses was to be their 
general. But Moses prevented the enemies, and took and 
led his army before those enemies were apprised of his at* 
tacking them; for he did hot march hy the river, but by land, 
where he gave a wonderful demonstration of his sagacity : 
fpr when the ground was difficult to be passed over, because 
of the multitude of serpents, which it produces in vast num- 

* This history of Moses, as general of the Egyptians against the 
Ethiopians, is wholly omitted in our Bibles, but i& thus cited by Ire- 
naeup, from Josephus, and that soon after his own age : '- -osephus 
says, that when Moses was nourished in the king's palace he was 
appointed general of the army against the Ethiopians, and conquer- 
ed thein, when he married that king's daughter, because, out of her 
sffection for him, shedelivered the city up to him." See the frag*^ 
iwents of Irenaeus, up. edit. Grab. p. 472. Nor, perhaps, did St, 
Stephen refer to any thing el re. when he said of Moses, before he 
Was ent by God to the Tsraelites, that he was not only learned in 
•U the wisdom cfihe Egyptians ^ but was also mighty in wordt and m 
ife«(J,Aot8,vU,22. 
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bers, and indeed is singular in some of those productions 
wfaieh other countries do not breed, and yet such as are 
worse than others in power and mischief, ami an unusual 
Berceness of tight, some of which ascend out of die ground 
unseen, and also fly in the air, and so come upon men at un> 
awares, and do them a mischief, Moses invented a wonderful 
stratagem to preserve the army safe, and without hurt; for 
he made baskets, like unto arks of sedge, and filled them 
with * ibes, and carried them along with them ; which animal 
is the greatest enemy to serpents imaginable, for they fly from 
diem when they conie near them, and as they fly they are 
caught and devoured by them, as if it were done by the harts ; 
but the ibes ai*e tame creatures, and. only enemies to the ser- 
pentine kind. But about these ibes I say no more at present^ 
since the Greeks are not themselves unacquainted widi this 
sort of bird. As soon, therefore, as Moses was come to the 
land which was the breeder of these serpents, he let loose 
the ibes, and by their means repelled the serpentine kind, 
and used them for his assistants before the army came upon 
that ground. When he had therefore proceeded thus on 
his journey^ he came upon the Ethiopians before they ex^ 
pected him; and joining battie with them, he beat them, and 
deprived them of the hopes they had of succes's against the 
Egyptians, and went on in overturning their cities, and indeed 
made a great slaughter of these Ethiopians. Now when the 
Egyptian array had once tasted of this prosperous successy 
by the means of Moses, they did not slacken their diligence^ 
insomuch, that the Ethiopians were in danger of being re* 
duced to slavery, and all sorts pf destnicdon. And at length 
they retired to Saba, which was a royal city of Ethiopiai 
which Cambyses afterwards named JUero^, after the name of 
his own sister^ The place was to be besieged with very 
' great difficulty, since it was both encompassed by tl\f I^ile 
^uite round, and the xither Tivei^ Astaphus and Astabofus 
made it a very difiieult thing for such as attempted to pass 
over them ; for the city was situate in a retired place, and 
was inhabited after the manner of an island, being encom«* 
passed with a strong waU, and haying the rivers to guard 
them from their enemies, and having great ramparts between 

» Pliny ppeaks of these birds, called Ibes, and says, " The Egyp- 
tians invoked them against the serpents." Hi^t. Nat. B. x. c 28* 
Strabo speaks of this island Meroe, and these rivers, Aitaphui and 
4stakorw^ Book xvi p. T71. 786. and B» xvii. p. 821. 
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the wall and the rivers, insomuch, that whfen the waters came 
■with the greatest violence, it can never be drowned ; which 
ramparts make it next to impossible for even such as are 
gotten over the rivers to take the city. However, while 
Moses was uneasy at the army's lying idle, (for the enemies 
durst not come to^ battle,) this accident happened : Tharbis 
was the daughter of the king of the Ethiopians; she happen- 
ed to see Moses, as he led the army near the walls, and 
Ibught with great courage, and admiring the subtilty of his 
undertakings, arid believing him to be the author of the 
Egyptian success, when they had before despaired of re- 
covering their liberty, and to be the occasion of the great 
danger the Ethiopians were in, when they had before boast- 
ed of their great achievements, she fell deeply in love with 
htm ; and upon the prevalency of that passion, sent to him 
the most faithful of all her servants to discourse with him 
upon their marriage. He thereupon accepted the offer, on 
condition she would procure the delivering up of the city ; 
and gave her the assurance of an oath to take her to his wife, 
and that When he had once taken possession of the city, he 
would not break his oath to her. * No sootier was the agree- 
ment made but it took effect immediately ; and when Moses . 
had cut off the Ethiopians,* he gave thanks to God, and con- 
summated his marriage, and led the Egyptians back to their 
own land. 



CHAP. XL 

How Moses fled out, of Egypt into Midian, 

\ I.. Now the Egyptians, after they had befen preserved 
by Moses^ entertained an hatred to him, and was very eager 
in compassing their designs against him, as suspecting that 
he would take occasion, from his good success, to raise a 
sedition, and bring innovations into Egypt; and told the king 
he ought to be slain. The king had also some intentions of 
himself to the same purpose, and this as well out of envy at 
his glorious expedition at the head of his army, as out of 
fear of b6ing brought low by him ; and being instigated by 
the sacred scribes, he was ready to Undertake to kill Moses. 
But when he had learned beforehand what plots there were 
against him, he went away privately; and because the pub- 
lic roads were watched, he took his Aight through the d$i- 
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serts, and where his enemies could not suspect he would 
travel; and though be was destitute of food, he went on, and 
despised that difficulty courageously. And when he came to 
the city Midian, which lay upon the Red Sea^ and was so 
denominated from one of Abraham's sons by Keturab, he sat 
upon a certain well, and rested himself there aftA his labo- 
rious journey, and the affliction he had been in. It was not 
far from the city; and the time of the day was noon^ where 
he had.an occasion offered him, by the custom of the country, 
of doing what recommended his virtue, and afforded him an 
opportunity of bettering his circumstances. . 

2. For that country having but little water, the shepherds 
used to seize on the wells before others came, lest theiyjilocks 
should want water; and lest it should be spent by others be- 
fore they came. There were now come therefore to this 
well seven sisters, that were virgins, the daughters of Hague), 
a priest, and one thought wortliy by the people of the coun- 
try of great honour: these virgins, who took care of their 
father*s flocks, which sort of work it was customary and 
very familiar for women to do in the country of the Troglo- 
dytes^ they came first of allT^and drew water out of the well 
in a quantity sufficient for their, flocks, into troughs, which 
were made for tae reception of that water. But when the 
shepherds came upon the maidens, and drove them away, 
that they might have the command of the waters themselves, 
^05el^,"ininMhg \T WSlrill 4j^ ^i.4;Crdbl^-r«p^^oiroiT^ rrpmi jwVu 

if he overlooked the young women under unjust oppres- 
sion, and should suffer* the violence of tiie men to prevail 
oyer the right of the maidens, he drove away the men who 
had a mind to more than their share, and afforded a proper 
assistance to the women; who, when they had received such 
a benefit from him, came to- their father, and told him how 
they had been affronted by the shepherds, and assisted by a 
stranger, and entreated that he would not let this generous 
action be done in vain, nor go without a reward. Now the 
father took it well from his daughters that they were so de- 
sirous to reward their benefactor, and bid them bring Moses 
into his presence, that he might be rewarded as he deserved. 
And when Moses came, he told him what testimony his 
daughters bare to him, that he had assisted them ; and that, 
as he admired him for his virtue, he said, that Moses had 
bestowed such his assistance on persons not insensible of 
benefits, but where they were both able and willing to return 
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the kindness, aad even to exceed the measure of his gene- 
rosity. So he made him his son, and gave him one of his 
daughters in marriage ; and appomted him to be th^ guar- 
dian and superintendant over his* cattle, for of old all the 
wealth of the barbarians was in those cattle. 



CHAP. XH. 

Concerning the burning bush^ and the rod of Moses. 

\ 1. Now Moses, when he had obtained the favour of Je- 
thro, for that was one of the names of Raguel^ stayed there, 
and fed his flock ; but some tinie afterward, taking his station 
at the mountain called Sinaii he drove his flocks thither to 
feed them. Now this is the highest of all the mountains 
thereabouts, and the best for pasturage, the herbage being 
there good; and it had not been before fed upon, because of 
the opinion men had that Gpd dwelt there, the shepherds 
not daring to ascend up to it. And here it was that a won- 
derful prodigy happened to Moses; for a fire fed upon a 
thorn-bush ; yet did the green leaves and the flowers con- 
tinue untouched, and the fire did not at all consume the fruit 
branches, although the flame was great and fierce. Moses 
Was affrighted at this strange sight, as it was to him ; but he 
was still more astonished when the fire uttered a voice, and 
^Ued to him by name, and spake words to him, by which it 
signified to him how bold he had been in venturing to come 
wto a place whither no man had ever come before, because 
the place was divine ; and advised him to remove a great way 
from the flame, and to be contented with what he had seen ; 
and though he were himself a good man, and the offspring of 
great men, yet that he should not pry any farther: and he 
foretold to him, that he should have glory and honour among 
men, by the blessing of God upon him. He also commanded 
him to go away thence with confidence to Egypt, in order 
to hid being the commander and conductor of the body of the 
Hebrews, and to his delivering his own people from the in- 
juries they suffered there: " For," said God, "they shall in- 
habit this happy land which your forefather Abraham inha- 
l>ited, and shall have the enjoyment of all sorts of ^ood 
things ; and thou, by thy prudence, shalt guide them to 
those good things." But still he enjoined him, when he had 
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bFOU{;ht the Hebrews out of the land of Egypt, to come to 
that place, and to ofi<'r sacrifices of thanksgiving there. . Such 
M'ere the divine oracles which were delivered out of the fire« 
S. But Moses was astonished at what he saw, and ipuch 
mofe at what he heard ; and he said, ** I think it would be 
an instance of too great^madness, O Lord, for one. of that 
regard I bear to thee, to distrust thy power, since I myself 
adore it, and know that it has been made manifest to my 
progenitors : but I am still in doubt how I, who am a pri- 
vate man, and one of no abilities, should either persuade my 
own countrymen to leave the country they now inhabit, and 
to follow me to a land whither I lead them ; or, if they 
should be persuaded, how can I force Pharaoh to permit 
them to depart, since they augment' their own wealth an4 
prosperity by the labours and works they put upon them." 

3. But God persuaded him to be courageous on all occa- 
sions, and promised to be with him,. and to assist him in his 
words when he was to persuade men, and in his deeds when 
he. was to perform wonders. He bid him also to take a sig- 
nal of the truth of what he said, by throwing his rod upoB 
the ground ; which,, when he had done, it crept along, and 
was become a serpent, and rolled itself round in its folds, aod 
erected its head, as ready to revenge itself on such as should 
assault it, after which it became a rod again as it was be- 
fore. After this God bid Moses to put his right hand iuta 
his bosom ; he obeyed, and when he took it out it was white, 
and in colour like to chalk, but afterward it returned to id 
wonted colour again. He also, upon God's command, took 
some of the watec that was near him, and poured it upon 
the ground, and saw the colour was* that of blood. Upon 
the wonder that Moses showed at these signs, God exhorted 
him to be of good courage, and to be assured that he would 
be the greatest support to him ; and bid him make use of 
those signs in order to obtain belief among all men, that thou 
art sent by me, and dost all things according to my com- 
mands. Accordingly I enjoin thee to make no more delays, 
but to make haste to Egypt, and to travel night and day, 
and not to draw out the time, and so make the slavery of 
the Hebrews and their sufferings to last the longer. 

4. Moses having now seen and heard these wonders, that 
assured him of the truth of these promises of God, had o$ 
room left him to disbelieve them, he entreated him to grant 
luM that power whea he should be in Egypt; and besought 
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bim to vouchsafe him the knowledge of his own name, and 
since he had heard and seen him, that he would also tell him 
Ills name, that when he offered sacrifice he might invoke him 
by ^ich his name in his oblations. Whereupon God dechu^ed 
to him his holy name, which had never been discovered to 
men before ; concerning which it is *not lawful for me to say 
any more. Now these signs accompanied Moses, not then 
only, but alwayswhen he prayed for them: of all which 
signs he attributed the firmest assent to the fire in the bush; 
and believing that God would be a gracious supporter to 
him, he hoped he should be able to deliver his own nation, 
and bring calamities on the Egyptians. 



CHAP. XUI. 

How Moses and Aaron returned into Egypt to Pharaok, 

^ 1. So Moses, when he understood that the Pharaoh, in 
whose reign he fled away, wis dead, asked leave of Ragael 
to go to Egypt, for the benent of his oWn people : and ho 
took with him Zipporah, the daughter of Rkguel, whom he 
had married, and the children he had by her, Gersom and 
Eleazai*, and made iiaste Into Egypt. Now the former Of 
those naitaes, Gersom, in the Hebraw tongue, signifies, that 
he was in a strange land ; and Eleazar, that, by the assist^ 
anceoftke God of his fathers^ he had escaped from the Egyp- 
tians* Now when they went near the borders, Aaron his 
brother, by the command of God, met him, to whom he de* 
clare-d what had befallen him at tlie mountain, and the cont^ 
mands that God had given hirn. But as they were going 
forward, the cliief men among the Hebi'ews having learneA 

* This superstitious fear of discovering the name v/ilh fonr ?e6' 
iers^ which of late we have been used falsety to pronounce Jehovah^ 
but scem^ to have been originally pronounced Jahoh, or Jao, is 
never, I think, heard of till this passage of Josephus ; and this su- 
per titlon, in not pronouncing that naine, has continued among the 
Rabbinical Jews to this day, (thongh whether the Samaritans and 
Caraites observed it so early does not appear.) Jo«epbus also durst 
not set ^own the very words of the ten commandments, as we shall 
see hereelter, Antiq. B^ iii. ch. v. fr 4. which superstitious s lence 
has yet not been continued evert by the Rabbins. It h however 
no doubt but both these cautions concealments were taught 'ose- 
phu8 by the Pharisees, a body of men at once very wicked, and very 
t:upe!'8titious« 
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tiiat thejr were ccmiing, met them : to whom Mosefi declared 
the signs he had seen ; and while they could not helicTe. 
ti&em, he made them see them. So they took courage at 
these surprising and unexpected sights,' and hoped well of 
their entire deliverance, as beliering now that God took care 
of their preservation. 

d. Since then Moses found that the Hebrews would be 
obedient to whatsoever he should direct, as they promised 
to be, and wej*e m love with liberty, he came to the kbig, 
who had indeed but lately received the government, and told 
him how much he had done for«tbe good of the Egyptians 
when they were despised by the Ethiopians^ and their coun- 
try laid waste by them ; and how he had been the com- 
mander of their forces, and had laboured for them, as if they 
had been his own people ; and he informed him in what dan- 
ger he had been during that expedition, without hiiviug any 
proper returns made him, as he had deserved. He also in- 
formed him distinctly, what things happened to him at 
Mount Sinai, and what God said to him, and the signs that 
were done by God, in order to assure him of the authority of 
those commands which he had given him. He also exbort* 
ed him not to disbeliere what he told him, nor to oppose the 
will of God. * 

3. But when the king derided Moses, he made him m 
earnest see the signs that were done at Mount Sinai. Yet 
was the king very angry with him, and called him an ill man, 
who had formerly run away from his Egyptian slavery, and 
came now back with deceitful tricks, find wonders, ami ma- 
gical arts, to astonish him. And when he had said this, he 
commanded the priests to let him see the same wonderful 
tights, as knowing that the Egyptians were skilful in this 
kind of learning, and that he was not the only person who 
knew them, and pretended them to be divine ; as also he 
told htni, that when he brought such wonderful sights before 
him, he would only be believed by the unlearned. Now 
when the priests threw down their rods, they became ser- 
pents. But Moses was not daunted at it ; and aaid, ^ O 
kifig, I do not myself despise the wisdom of the Egyptians^ 
but I say, that what I do is so much superior to what these 
do by jnagic arts and tricks, as divine power exceeds the 
power of man : but I*will demonstrate, that what I do is not 
done by craft, or counterfeiting what is not really true, but^ 
ihat they appear by the providence and power of God.** 
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And when he had said this, he cast his rod dowa upon the 
ground, and commanded it to turn itself into a serpent. It 
obeyed him, and went all rotind, and devoured the rods f>( 
the Egyptians, which seemed to be dragons, until it had con^ 
mimed them all : it then returned to ils own form, and Mon- 
ies took it into his baud again. 

4. However, the king was no more moved, when this was 
done, than before ; and being very angry, be said, ^^ That he 
should gain nothing by this his cunning and shrewdness 
against the Egyptians." And he commanded him that was 
the chief task-masti^r over the Hebrews, to give' them no re- 
hixation from their labours, but to compel them to submit to 
greater oppressions than before. And though he allowed 
them chaff before for the making their bricks, he would al- 
low it them no longer ; but he made^ tlH*m to work hard at 
brick-making in the day-tiine, and to gather chaff in the 
night. Now when their Ubour was thus doubled upon them, 
they laid the blame upon Moses, because their labour and 
tiieir misery were on his account become more severe to 
them. But Moses did not let his courage sink Tor the king^ 
threatenings ; nor did he abate of his zeal on account of the 
Hebrews' complaints, but he supported himself, and set his 
soul resolutely against them both, and used his own utmost 
diligence to procure liberty to his countrymen.^ So he went 
to the king, and persuaded him to let the Hebrews go to 
Mount Sinai, and there to sacrifice to God, because God had 
enjoined them so to do. He persuaded him also, not to 
counter-work the designs of God, but to esteem his favour 
above all things, and to permit them to depart, lest, before he 
be aware, he lay an obstruction in the way of the divine 
commands, and so occasion his own suffering such punish- 
ments as It was probably any one that coimter-worked the 
diirine commands should undergo, since the severest a£Qic- 
tions arise from every object to those that provoke the di- 
vine wrath against them : for such as these have neither the 
earth nor the air for their friends ; nor are the fruits of the 
womb according to nature, but every thing is unfriendly and 
adverse towards them. He said farther, that the Egyptians 
should know this by sad experience ; and that besides, the 
Hebrew people should go out of their country without their 
Cjinsent. 
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CHAP. XIV. 
Concerning (^ ten pf agues tehich catke upon the Egyptians, 

\ 1. But when the king despised the words of Moses, 
and had no regard at all to them, grievous plagues seized 
the Egyptians, every one of which I will describe, both be- 
cause no such plagues did ever happen to any other nation 
as the Egyptians now felt ; and because I would demon- 
strate that Moses did not fail in any one thing that he fore- 
told them ; and because it is for the good of mankind, that 
they may learn this caution, not to do any thing that may 
displease God, lest he be provoked to wrath, and avenge 
their iniquities upon men. The Egyptian river ran witk 
bloody wjiter, at tlie command of God, insomuch that it 
could not be drunk, and they had no other spring of water 
neither; for the water was not only of the colour of blood, 
but it brought upon tliose that ventured to drink of it great 
pains, and bitter torment. Such was the river to the Egyp- 
tians : but it was sweet and fit for drinking to the Hebrews, 
and no way diS^er^nt from^ivhat it naturally used to be# As 
the king, therefore, knew not what to do in these surpriang 
circumstances, and was in fear for the Egyptians, he gave 
the Hebrews leave to go away ; but when the plague ceas- 
ed, he changed his mind again, and would not suffer them 
to go. 

2. But when God saw that he was ungrateful, and upon 
the ceasing of the calamity would not grow wiser, he sent 
another plague upon the Egyptians : an innumerjible multi- 
tude of frogs consumed thfe fruits of the ground ; the river 
also was full of them, insomuch that those who drew water 
had it spoiled by the blood of these animals, as they died 
in, and were destroyed by the water ; and the country was 
full of filthy slime, as they were born, and as they died: 
they also spoiled their vessels in their houses which tlwf 
used, and came in great numbers upon their beds. ThcW 
was also an ungrateful smell and stink arose from them, as 
they were born, and as they died therein. Now, when the 
Egyptians were under the oppression of these miseries, the 
king ordered Moses to take the Hebrews with him, and be 
gone. Upon which the whole multitude of the frogs vanish- 
ed away ; and both the land ^d the river returned to their 
former natures. But as soon as Pharaoh saw the land freed 
from this plague, he forgot the cause of it, and retained the 
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Hebrews : and, * as though he had a mind to try the nature 
of more such judgments, he would not yet suffer Moses and 
his people to depart, having granted that hberty rather out 
of fear, than out of any good consideration. 

3. Accordingly, God punished his falseness with another 
plague, added to the former, for there arose out of the bo- 
dies, of the Egyptians an innumerable quantity of lice, by 
which, wicked as they were, they miserably perished, as not 
able to destroy this sort of vermin, either with wjashes or with 
ointments. At which terrible judgment the king of Egypt 
Was in disorder, upon the fear into which he reasoned him- 
self, lest his people should be destroyed, and that the man- 
ner of this death was also reproachful, so that he was forced in 
part to recover himself from his wicked temper to a sounder 
mind, for he gave leave for the Hebrews themselves to de- 
part. But when the plague thereupon ceased, he thought 
it proper to require that they should leave their children and 
wives behind them, as pledges of their return 5 whereby he 
provoked God to be more vehemently angry at him, as if he 
thought to impose on his providence, and as if it were only 
Moses, and nut God, who punished the Egyptians for the 
sake of the Hebrews: for he filled that country full of vari- 
ous sorts of pestilential creatures, with their various proper- 
ties, such indeed as had never come into the sight of men. 
before, by whose means the men perished themselves, and. 
the land was destitute ofjiusbandm^en for its cultivation ; but 
if any thiHg escaped destruction from them, it was killed by 
a distemper, which the itHin underwent also* 

4. But when Pharaoh did not even then yield to the will 
of God 'y but while he gave leave to the husbands to take 
their wives with them, yet insisted that the childrea should 
be left behind, God presently resolved to punish his wicked- 
ness with several sorts of calamities, and those worse thaa the 
foregoing, which yet had so generally afflicted them; for 
their bodies had terrible boils, breaking forth with blains,. 
while they were already inwardly consumed : and a great 
part of the Egyptians perished in this manner. But when 
the king was not brought to reason by this plague, hail was 
sent down from heaven ; and such hail it was, a% the elimatc 

* Of this judicial hanUning the hearts, and blinding the eyes of 
wi(;ketl men, or infatuating them, as a just punishment for their 
•ther wilful sin^totlieir own destruction, see ihe note on Anlic^^. JJ, 

TJu^ch-iX^} 6. . ~ 
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of Egypt had . never suffered before, nor was it like to that 
which falls in other climates in the * winter time, but larger 
than that which faHs in the middle of spring to those that 
dwell in the northern and north-western regions. This hail 
broke down their boughs loaden with fruit. After this a tribe 
of locusts consumed the seed .which was not hurt by the bail^ 
so that to the Egyptians all the hopes of fdture fruits of the 
ground were entirely lost 

5. One would think the forementioned calamities might 
" have been sufficient for one that was only foolish withotit 
wickedness, to make him wise, and to make him sensible what 
was for his advantage. But Pharaoh, led not so much by his 
folly, as by his wickedness, even when he saw the cause of 
his miseries, he still contested with God, and wilfully desert- 
ed, the cause of virtue; so he bid Moses take the Hebrews 
away, with their wives and chiliiren, but to leave their cattle 
behind, since their own cattle was destroyed. But when 
Moses said, that what he desired was unjust, since they were 
obliged to offer sacrifice to God of those cattle : and the 
time being prolonged on this account, a thick darkness, with- 
out the least light, spread itself over the Egyptians, whereby 
their sight being obstructed, and their bieathing hindered 
by the thickness of the air, they died miserably, and under 
a terror lest they should be swallowed up by the dark cloud. 
Besides this, when the darkness, after three days, and as 
many nights, was dissipated, and when Pharaoh did not still 
repent, and let the Hebrews go, Moses came to him, and 
said, " How long wilt thou be disobedient to the command 
of God? for he enjoins thee to let the Hebrews go ; nor is 
there any other way of being freed from the jcalamities you 
are under unless you do so." But the king was angry at 
what he said, and threatened to cut off his head if he came 
any more to trouble him about these matters. Hereupon: 
Moses said, he would not speak to him any more about 
them, for that he himself, together with the principal men 
among the Egyptians, should desire the Hebrews to go away.. 
9o when Moses had said this, he went his way., 

G. But when God had signified, that with one more plague 
he wouH compel the Egyptians to let the Hebrews go, he 
eommanded Moses to tell'the people, that they should have 

« Ag to this winter or spring hail near Egypt and Judea, see the 
4ike on thaud^r and Ughtnlog there, in the note on Antlq. B. vi. 
ch,v.{6* 
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a sacrifice ready, and that they should prepare themselves 
eo the tenth day of the month Xanthicus, against the four- 
teenth, (which month is called by the Egyptians Pkarmuthi^ 
and jytaan by the Hebrews ; but the Macedonians call it 
Xanthicus,) and that he should carry away the Hebrews with 
all they had. Accordingly, he having got the Hebrews ready 
iR»r their departuffe, and having sorted the people into tribes, 
he kept them together in one place ; but when the fourteenth 
day was come, and all were ready to depart, they offered 
the sacrifice, and purified their houses with the blood, using 
bunches of hyssop for that purpose ; and when they had 
sapped, they burnt the remainder of the fiesh, as just ready 
to depart. Whence it is, that we do still offer this sacrifice*, 
in like manner, to this day, and call this festival Pascha, 
which signifies the feast of the passover, because on that day 
God 'passed us ovtr, and sent (he plague upon the Egyptians : 
for the destruction of th^ first-born came upon the Egyptians 
that night, so that many of the Egyptians, which Hved near 
the king's palace, persuaded Pharaoh to let the Hebrews go. 
Accordingly, he called for Moses, and bid them begone, as 
supposing that if once the Hebrews were gone out of the 
country, Egypt should be freed from its miseries. They also 
honoured the Hebrews with ^ gifts; some in order to get 
them to depart quickly, and others on account of their 
neighbourhood, and the friendship they had with them. 



CHAP. XV. 
Hoxc ike HehrewSy under the conduct of Moses^ left Eg^U 
^ 1. So the Hebrews went out of Egypt, while the 

'^ These large presents made to the Israelites, of vessels of silver, 
and vessels of gold, and raiment^ were, as Johephus truly calls them, 
gifts really given them, not lent them, as our EngliFh falsely renders 
tfaeui. They were spoils required, not borrowed of them. Gen. xv. 
14. Exod. HI. 22. xi. 2. Psal. cv. S7, a? the fame version fahely ren« 
ders the Hebrew word here used, Exod. xii. 35, S6. God had order* 
edthe Jews to demand these as their pay and reward, daring their 
long and bilter slavery in Egypt, as atonement for the lives of the 
Egyptians, and as the condition of the .Tews' departure, and of the 
Bgyptian deliverance from thef e terrible judgment«, which, had they 
not BOW ceased, they had Foon been all dectdmen^ as they themselves 
coafsss, ch. xii. .S3. Nor wa« there any ?ense in borrowing or lend^ 
ingt when the Israelites were finally departing out of the landJbr^ 
ever^ • r^ 
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Egyptians m^pt and repented that they had treated them 
80 hardly. Now they took their journey by Letopolis, a 
place at that time deserted, but where Babylon was built 
afterwards, when Cambyses laid Egypt waste : but as they 
went away hastily, on the third day they came to a place 
called Baalztphtm^ on the Red Sea ; and when they had no 
food out of the land, because it was a desert, tliey eat of 
loaves kneaded of flour, only warmed by a gentle heat; 
and this food they made use of for. thirty days ; for what 
they brought with them out of Egypt would not suffice theia 
any longer time ; and this only while they dispensed it to 
each person, to use so much only as would serve for ne- 
cessity, but not for satiety. Whence it is, that, in memo- 
ry df" the want we were then in, we keep a feast for eight 
days, which is called the ftaat of unleavened bread. Now 
the entire multitude of those that went, oift, including the 
women and children, was not easy to be numbered; but 
those that were of an age fit for war were six hundred 
thousand. 

2. They left Egypt in the month Xanthicus, on the fif- 
teenth day of the lunar month, four hundred and thirty 
years after our forefather Abraham came into Canaan, but 
* two hundred and fifteen years only after Jacob removed 
into Egypt. It was the eightieth year of the age of Moses, 
and of that of Aaron three more. They also carried out the 
bones of Joseph wit)i them, as he had charged his sons to do. 

3. But the Egyptians soon repented that the Hebrews 
were gone ; and the king also was mightily concerned that 
this had been procured by the magic arts of Moses ; so 
they resolved to go after them. Accordmgly, they took 
their weapons, and other warlike furniture, and pursued 
after them, in order to bring them back, if once they over- 
took them, because they would now hav& no pretence to 
pray to God against them, since they had already been 
permitted to go out ; and they thought they should easily 
avercome them, as they had no armour, and WQuld be 

* Why our Masorete copy so groundl^sly abridges this accoQnt 
in E^od. xii. 40. as to ascribe 430 years to the sole peregrination of 
the Israelites in Egypt, when it is clear, even by that Maforete 
chronology elsewbere,^ as well from the express text itself in the Sa* 
Biaritant, Septuagint, and Josephus, that they eojourned in Egypt 
but half that time; and that by consequence the other half of their 
peregrination was in the land of Caftaan, before they came inta 
£S;j|^^ ^ hard to say. £ee Essay on the Old Testament, p. 62, &3. 
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weary with their journey ; so they made haste in their pur- 
suit, and asked ei^ery one they met, which way they wenfc 
gone ; and indeed that land was difficult to be travelled over, 
not only by armies, but by single persons. Now Moses 
led the Hebrews this way, that in case the Egyptians 
should repent, and be desirous to pursue after them, they 
might undergo th*e punishment of their wickedness and of 
the breach of those promises they had made to them. As 
also he led them this way on account of the Philistines, 
who had quarrelled with them, and hated them of old, that 
by all means they might not know of their departure, for 
their country is near to that of Egypt ; and thence it was 
that Moses led them not along the road that tended to the 
land of the Philistines, but he was desirous that they should 
go thin)ugh the desert, that so, after a long journey, and af- 
ter many afflictions, they might enter u|>on the land of Ca- 
naan. Another reason of this was, that God had command- 
ed him to bring the people to mount Sinai, that there they 
jnight offer him sacrifices. Now when the Egyptians had 
overtaken the Hebrews, they prepared to fight them, and by 
their multitude they drove them into a narrow place ; for th« 
number that pursued after them was six hundred chariots, 
with fifty thousand horsemen, and two hundred thousand 
footmen, all armed. They also seized on the passages by 
which they imagined the Hebrews might fly, shutting them 
up * between inaccessible precipices, and the sea; for there 

♦ T«ke the main part of Reland's e'xcellent note here, which great- 
ly illustrates Josephiis, anil the scripture, in this history, as follows: 
[** A traveller, says Reland, whose name waj»| Eneman, when h« 
returned out of Egypt, told me, that he went the same way fro« 
Kgypt to nio!)nt Sinai, which he supposed the iFraelites of old tra- 
velled ; and that he found several mounta<nous tract<< that ran down 
towards the Red Sea. He thought the Israelites bad proceeded em 
far as the de ert of Etham, (Exod. xiil. 20.) when they were com- 
manded by God to return hack, (Exod. xiv. S.) and to pitch their 
camp between Migdol and the sea; and that when they wer^ not able 
to fly, unless by t>ea, they were shut in on each side by mountains. 
He al«o thought we might evidently learn hence, how it might be 
said, that the Israelites were in Etham before they went over the 
nea, and yet might be said to have come into Ethasu after they hai 
pa-^^Hed over the sea al: o. Besides, he gave an account how he paw- 
ed over a river in a boat, near the city Sues, which he says must 
needs be the Heropolis of the ancients, since that city could not i^ie 
situate any where else in that neighbourhood." 

As to the fa'nous pasf'a^e produced here by Dr. Bernard out of 
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was [00 each sick] a [rtd^ of) mountains, that terminated 
•t the seai were impassable, by reason of their roughness, 
and obstructed their flight; wherefore they were pressed 
upon the Hebrews with the army, where tbe [ridges of} 
the mountains were closed with the sea, which army they 
placed at the chops of the mountains, that so they might 
deprive them of any passage Into the plain. 

4. When the Hebrews, therefore, were neither able t% 
Jbear up, being thus, as it were, besieged, because they 
wanted provisions, nor saw any possibte way of escaping ; 
<aad if they should have thought of fighting, they had no 
weapons, they expected an universal destruction unless 
they delivered themselves up voluntarily to the Egyptians. 
So they laid the bkme on Moses, and forgot all the signs 
that had been wrought by God for the recovery of their 
freedom ; and this so far, that their incredulity promoted 
tiiem to throw stones at the prophet, while he encouraged 
(hem, and promised them deliverance ; and they resolved 
that they would deliver themselves up to the Egyptians. 
80 there was sorrow and lamentation among the women 
and children, who h^d nothing but destruction before their 
eyes, while they were encompassed with mountains, the 
sea, and their enemies, and discerned no way of flying from 
them. 

5. But Moses, though the multitude looked fiercely at him, 
did not, however, give over the care of them, but despised 
all dangers, out of his trust in God, who as he had afforded 
them the sevet^l steps already taken for their recovery of their 
liberty, which he had foretold them, he would not now suffer 
them to be subdued by their enemies, to be either made 
slaves, or be slain by them. And, standing in the midst of 
them, he said, ** It is not Just for us to distrust even men 
when they have hitherto well managed our affairs, as if they 
would not be the same men hereafter ; but it is no better 
than madness, at this time, to despair of the providence of 
God,, by whose power all those things have been performed 
which he promised, when you expected no such things : I 

Herodotus, as th« most ancicknt heathen testimony of the Israelites 
coming firom this Red Sea into Palestine, Bishop Cu nberland bat 
showed, that it belongs to the old Canaanite or Phoenician shep» 
herds, and their retiring out of Bgypt into Canaan or Phoenicia, 
lOo^ before the days of Moses. Sabchoniatho, p. 374, It. 
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naeao all that I have been eoncemed in for your deHrerance, 
aiid escape from slavery. Nay, ivhen we are in the utmost 
distress, as you see we now are, we ought rather to hop* 
that God win succour us, by whose operation it is that wi^ 
arc now encompassed within this narrow place, that he may 
deliver us out of such difficulties as are otherwise unsur- 
moiinta)>le, and out of which neither you nor your enemies 
expect you can be delivered, and may at once demonstrate 
Ms own power, and his providence over us. Nor does God 
use to give his help in small difficulties to those whom he 
favours, but in such cases where no one can see how any 
hope in man can better their condition. Depend, therefore, 
upon such a protector as is able to malce small things greati 
and to show that this mighty force against you is nothing but 
freakness, and be not affrighted at the Egyptian army ; nor* 
do you despair of being preserved because the sea before, 
ahdd the mountains behind, afford you no opportunity for 
flyings for even these mountains, if God so please, may be 
siade plain ground for you, and the sea become dry laQd.** 



CHAP. XVI. 

ffow the sea was divided asunder for the Hebrews when thsf 
were pursued by ihe Egyptians^ and so gave tkem an op* 
portuniiy of escaping Jrom them. 

^1. When Moses had said this, he led them to the seig 
while the Egyptians looked on, for they were within sight* 
Now these were so distressed by the toil of their pursuit 
that they thought proper to put off fighting till the next day. 
But when Moses was come to the sea shorv, he took his 
rod^ and made supplication to God, and <ialled upon him to 
be their helper and assistant ; and said, " Thou art not igno- 
rant, O Lord, that it is beyond human strength and contri- 
vance to avoid the difficulties we are now under, but it must' 
l»e thy work altogether to procure deliverance to this army, 
which has left Egypt at thy appointment. We despair of 
any other assistance or contrivance, and have recourse onFy 
to that hope we have in thee ; and if there be any method 
that can promise us an escape, by thy providence, we look 
up to thee for it And let it come quickly and manifest thy 
power to us : and do thou rtfise up ^is people unto good 
courage and hope of deliverance^ who are deeply sunk into 
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a disconsokrte ttat« of mind. W« are in a h«)piess place^ 
liut still it is a place that thou possessest ; but siiil the sea is 
thine, the mountains that enclose us are tliine ; so that these 
mountains will open themselves if thou commandest them, 
and the sea also, if thou commandest it, will become dry 
land. Nay, we mi^ht escape by a flight through the ah* if 
thou ahouldest determine we should have that way^ of sal- 
vation." 

fi. When Moses had thus addressed himself to God, he 8nH>te 
the sea with his rod, which parted asunder at the stroke, and 
receiving those waters into itself, left the ground dry, as a 
road and a place of flight for the Hebrews. Now when Moses 
saw this appearance of God, and that the sea went out of 
its own place, and left dry land, he went first of all into it, 
and bid the Hebrews to follow him along that divine roadi 
and to rejoice at the danger their enemies that follow them 
Were in ; and gave tlianks to God for this so surprising a de* 
live ranee which appeared from him. 

3. Now while these Hebrews made no stay, but went on 
earnestly, as led by God's presence with them, the Egyp- 
tians supposed at first that they vvere distracted, and were 
going rashly upon manifest destruction. But when they saw 
that they were gone a great way without any harm, and that 
no obstacle or difficulty fell in their journey, they made haste 
to pursue them, hoprag that the sea would be calm for them 
also. They put their horse foremost, and went down them<> 
selves into the sea. Now the Hebre'ws, while these were 
putting on their armour, and therein spending their time^ 
were beforehand with them, and escaped them, and got fir^ 
over to the land on the other side without any hurt. Whence 
the others were eneouraged, and more courageously pursued 
them, as hoping no harm would come to them neither ; but 
the Egyptians were not aware that they went into a road 
made for the Hebrews, and not for others ; that this road 
was made for the deliverance of those in danger, but not for 
those that were earnest to make use of it for the others de* 
•truction. As soon, therefore , as ever the whole Egyptian 
•army was within it, the sea flowed to its own place, and 
came down with a torrent raised by * storms of wind, and 

♦ Of these storms of wind, thunder and lightning, at thi.« drown- 
ing of Pharaoh's a^itiy, ain.ost wanting in our copies of Bxodns, 
but fciiy extant in that of David, Pftalm Ixxvii. 16, 17, 18, and in 
that of Jofephus here, see £sbay on the Old Test, append, p, 154, 

155. 
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encompassed the Egyptians. Showers of rain also came 
4owD from the sky, and dreadful thunders and lightning, with 
flashes of fire. ^ Thunder-bolts also were darted upon them. 
Nor was there any thing which uses to be sent by God upon 
men, as indications of his wrath, which did not happen at 
this time, for a dark and dismal night oppressed them. And 
thus did all these men perish, so that there was not one man 
left to be a messenger of this calamity to the rest of the 
Egyptians. 

4. But the Hebrews were not abje to contain themselves 
for joy at their wonderful deliverance, and destruction of 
their enemies ; now indeed supposing themselves firmly deli- 
vered, when those tliat would ha"^ forced them into slavery 
were destroyed, and when they found they had God so evi- 
dently for their protector. And now these Hebrews having 
escaped the danger they were in, after this manner ; and be- 
tides that, seeing thisir enemies punished in such a way as is 
never recorded of any other men whomsoever, were all the 
night employed in singing of hymns, and in mirth. * Moses 

* What some have here objected against this passage of the Is- 
raelites over the Red Sea, in this one nighty fr6m the common maps, 
viz. that this sea being here about thirty miles broad, so great an 
army could not pass over it in so short a time, is a great mistake. 
Mods. Thevenot, an authentic eye witness, informs us, that this 
sea, for about five dav's journey, is no where more than about 8 or 9 
Biiies over crofs, and in one place but 4 or 5 miles, according t6 
"Dr. liisle's map, which is made from the best travellers themselves, 
md not copied from others. What has been farther objected against 
ibis passage of the Israelites, and drowning of the Egyptians, 
being miraculous also, viz. that Moses might carry the Israelites 
over at a low iide^ without any miracle, while yet the Egyptians, 
not knowing the tide so well as he, might be drowned upon the re- 
turn of the tide, is a strange story indeed ! That Mo$es, ^ho never 
had lived here, fhould know the quantity and time of the flux and 
refltix of the Red Sea better than the Egyptians themselves in its 
neighbourhood ! yet does Artabanus, an ancient heathen hit;torian, 
inform us, that this was what the more ignorant Menophites, who 
lived at a great distance, pretended ; though he confessevS that the 
more learned Heliopolitans, who lived much nearer, owned the de- 
struction of the Egyptians, and the deliverance of the Israelites, to 
have been miraculous. And Be Castro, a mathematician, who sur- 
veyed this sea with great exactness, informs us, that there \b no 
great flux or reflux in this part of the Red Sea to give a colour to • 
this hypothetic : nay, that the elevation of the tide thei-e is jittle 
above ba!f the height of a man. See Es^ay on the Old Test, appeniu 
p. 259, 240. So vain and groundless are these and the like evasions 
and subterfuges of our modern Fceptics and believer.^ ! and so cer- 
VoL I. 11 
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also composed a song unto God, containing his praises, and 
a thanksgiTing for his kindneis, in * hexameter verse. 

5. As for myself, I have deHvered every pjirt of this his- 
tory as I found it in the sacred hooks : nor let imy one 
t wonder at the strangeness of tiie narration, if a way were 

tainly do thorough inquti*ies and authentic evidence disprove and 
confute such evasions an^ subterfuges upon all occasions. 

« What that hexameter verse, in which Moses's triumphant song 
is here said to be written, distinctly means, our present ignorance of 
the old Hebrew metre or measure will not let us determine. Nor 
does it appear to me certain, that even Josephus himself had a dis- 
tinct notion of it, though he speaks of several sorts of that metre 
or measure both here and elsewhere, Antiq. B. iy. ch. viii. ^ 44. and 
B. vii. ch. xii. 5 3. . 

t Take here the original passages of the four old authors that 
' still remains, as to this transit of Alexander the Great over the 
Pamphylian sea ; I mean of Calltsthenes, Strabo, Arian, and Aj^an. 
As to Callisthenes, who himself accompanied Alexand^ in this ex* 
pedition, Eustathius, in his notes upon the third Iliad of Homers as 
Dr. Bernard here informs us, says, " That this Callisthenes wrote, 
how the Pamphylian sea did not only open a passage for Alexander, 
but by rising and elevating its waters did pay him homage as its 
king.'* Strabo's account is this, Georg. B. xiv. p. 666. ** Now about 
Fhaselis is that narrow passage, by the sea-side, through which 
Alexander led his army. There is a mountain called Climax, Which 
adjoins to the sea of Pamphylia, leaving a narrow passage on the 
f hore, which in calm weather is bare, so as to be passable by travel- 
lers ; but when the sea overflows, it is covered to a great degree by 
the waVes. Now then the ascent by the m6untains being roupd 
about and steep, in still weather -they make use of the road alone 
the coast : but Alexander fell into the winter season, and permitting 
himself chiefly to fortune, he marched on before the waves retired, 
and so it happened that they were a whole day in journeying over 
it, and were under water up to the navel." Anan's account is this, 
B. I. p. 72, 73. ** "When Alexander removed from Phaselis, he sent 
some part of his army over the mountains to Perga ; which road 
the Thracians showed him. A difficult way it was, but short. 
However, he himr elf conducted those that were with him by the 
sea-shore. This road is impassable at any other time than when 
the north-wind blows ; but if the south wind prevail, there is no 
passing by the jhore. Now, at this tiirp, after strong £Outh winds, 
H uorth wind blew ; and that not without the divine providence, 
(as both he and they that were with him supposed,) and aflforded 
him an easy and a quick passage." Appian, when he compares 
Cesar and Alexander together, , (Be Bel. Civil. B. ii. p. 522.) says, 
" That they both depended on their boldness and fortune, as much, 
as,on their skill in war. As an instance of which, Alexander joui^* 
neyed over a country without water in the heat of summer, to the 
oracle of [Jupiter] Hammon, and quickly passed over the bay of 
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discovered to those men of old time, who Were free from the 
iirickedness of the modern ages, whether it happened by 
the will of God, or whether it happened of its own accord ; 
while, for the sake of those that accompanied Alexander, 
king of Macedonia, who yet lived comparatively but a little 
while ago, the Pamphylian sea retire^J and afforded them a 
passage through itself, when they had no other way to go ; 
I mean when it was the will of God to deMroy the monarchy 
of the Persians : and this is confessed to be true by all that 
have written about the actions of Alexander. But as to 
these events, let every one determine as he pleases, 

6. On the next day Moses gathered together the weapons 
ef the Egypt^ns, which were brought to the camp of the 
Hebrews by the current of the ^a, and the force of fhe 
winds assisting it ; and he conjectured that tliis also hap]:>ened 
by divine providence, that so they might not be destitute of 
weapons. So when he had ordered the Hebrews to ai*m 
themselves with them, he led them to mount Sinai, ia^ order 
to offer sacrifice to God, and to render oblations for the sal- 
vation of the multitude, as he w^s charged to do beforehand. 

Ptmphylia, when, by diwae pravidenee^ the sea was cut off: thus 
providence restrainifig the^sea on bi« account, as it had sent him rain 
when he travelled [over the desert.'^] 

N. B. Since in the days of Josephus, as he assures us, all the 
more numerous original historians of Alexander gave the accouat 
he has here set down, as to the providential going back of the 
waters of the Painphyiian sea, when lie watt going with his army to 
^lestroy the Persian monarchy, which the forenamed authors now 
remaining fully confirm, it is without all just foundation that Jose- 
phus is here blamed by some late writers for quoting thoie ancient 
authors upon the present occasion : nor can the reflections of PIu- ' 
tarch, or any other author later than Josepbus, be in the least here 
alleged to contradict him. Josepbus went by ail the evidence he 
then had, and that evidence of the most authentic sort also ; so that 
whatever the moderns may think ef the thing itself, there is hence 
not the least colour for finding fault with JoFcphus : be would raiher 
have been much to blame had he ouiitted these quotations. 
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BOOK III. 

CONTAINING THE INTBRVAL OF 4 YEARS. 

[From the exodus otit of Egypt to the rejection of that generation.] 

CHAP. L 

How M<y$eSy token he had bnmght the people out of Egypt^ led 
them to Mount Sinai^ but not till they had suffered muf^ hi 
iheir journey. 

\ 1. Whe« the Hebrews had obtained such a wonderful 
deliverance, the country was a great trouble to them, for it 
was entirely a desert^ and without all sustenance for them ; 
and also had exceeding little water, so that it not only was 
not at all sufficient for the men, but not enough to feed any 
o[ the cattle, for it was parched up, and had no moisture 
that might afiford nutriment to the vegetables ; so they were 
forced to travel over this country, as having no other coun- 
try but this to travel in. They had indeed carried water 
along with them from the land over which they had travel- 
led before, as their conductor had bidden them; but whea 
that was spent, they were obliged to draw water out of 
wells with pain, by reason of the hardness of the soil. More- 
over, what water they found was bitter, and not fit for drink- 
ing, and this in small quantities also. And as they thus tra- 
velled, they came late in the evening to a place called 
, ^M(»rah, which had this name from the badpess of its water, 
for Mar denotes hUterness, Thither they came, afflicted both 
by the tediousrfess of their journey, and by their want of 
food, for it entirely failed them at that time. Now here was 
a well, which made them choose to stay in the place, which, 
although it were not sufficient to satisfy so great an army, 

* Br. Bernard takes notice here, that this place Mar^ where the 
waters were bitter, is called by the Syrians and Arabians, Mararit 
ancl by the Syrians, soraetiuies JWbra/A, all derived from the Hebrevr 
Mar t he ab:o takes notice, that it is called the hitter fountain by 
Pliny himself. Which waters remain there to th'.s day, and are stili bit- 
ter, as Tbevenot afsures us ; and that there are also abundance of 
palm-trees. See his Travels, pai't i. chap. xxvi. p. 166. 
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did yet afibrd them some cmnfort, as found in such desert 
places ; for they heard from those who had been to search^ 
that there was nothing to be found, if they trayelled farther. 
Yet was this water bitter^ and not fit for men to drink ; and 
not only so, but it was intolerable even to the cattle them- 
selves. 

2. When Moses saw how much the people were cast do^n> 
€md that the occasion of it could not be contradicted, for the 
people were not in the nature of a complete army of men, 
who might oppose a manly fortitude to the necessity that 
distressed them. The multitude of the children and of the 
women also, being of too weak capacities to be persuaded by 
reason, blunted the courage of tlie men themselves. Moses, 
therefore, was in great difficulties, and made' every body^s ca- 
lamity to be his own ; for they ran all of them to him, and 
begged of him; the women begged for their infants, and the 
men for the women, that he would overlook them, but pro- 
cure some way or other for their deliverance. He, there- 
fore, betook himself to prayer to God, that he ^ould change 
the water from its present badness, and make it fit for drink- 
ing. And when God had granted him that favour, he took 
the top of a stick that lay down at his feet, and divided it in 
tfae middle, and made the section length-ways. He then let 
it down into the well, and persuaded the Hebrews that God 
had hearkened to his prayers, and had promised to render 
the water such as they desired it to be, in case they would 
be subservient to him in what he shotild enjoin them to do, 
and this not after a remiss or negligent manner. And when 
they asked what they were to do in order to have the wa-^ 
ter changed for the better, he bid the * strongest men among 

* The additions here to Moses's account of the sweetening the 
irater at Marah, seem derived from some Ancient piiifane antbor, and 
^he such an author as also looks less authentic than are usually follow- 
ed by Josephus. Philo has hot a syllabic of these additions, nor any 
other ancient writer that we know of. Had Josephus "written these 
his Antif^uities for theuse of Jews, he would hardly have given them 
these very improbable circumstances; but Writing to Geatiles, that 
. they might not complain of bis omission of any accounts of such mira- 
cles derived from Gentiles, he did not think proper to conceal what he 
had met with there about this matter : which procedure is perfectly 
agreeable to the character ai^ usage of Josephus upon many ocra- 
sions.^ This note is, I confess, barely conjectural. ; and since Jose- 
phus never tells vs when his own copy, taken out of the temple, had 
«uch additkmStOr when any ancient notes supplied them ; or^ indeed^ 
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Ibem that stood there to 4raw up water ; and told them, 
that when the greatest pait was drawn up, ^e remainder 
would be lit to d^ink; so they laboured at it tiU the watet 
was so agitated and purged as to be lit to drink. 

S» And nowy removing from thenee, they eame to Eiim ^ 
which place looked well at a distance, for there was a grove 
of palih-trees : hut when they came near it, it appeared to lie 
a bad place, for the palm-trees w^ere no more than seiresty> 
and they were ill grown, and creeping trees, by the want of 
water, for the country about was all parched, and no moisture 
suilicient to water them, and make them hopeful and usefol, 
was derived to them from the fountains^ which were in num* 
ber twelve : they were rather a few moist places than springs, 
which not breaking out of the ground, nor running over, 
could not sufficiently water the trees. And when they dug 
into the sand, they met with no waterj and if they took a 
few drops of it into their hajtida, they found it to^be useless, e% 
account of its mud. The trees also were. too weak to bear 
fruit, for want of being sufficiency cherished and enlivened 
by the waten So they laid the blame cm liietr conductor, 
and made heavy complaints against him ; and said, that this 
tJheir miserable state, and the experience ^ley had of adver- 
sity, were owing to him ; for that they had then journeyed 
an entire thirty days, and had spent aU the proviaions they 
had brought with them, and meeting wi^ no relief, they 
^ere in a desponding condition. And by fixing their atten- 
tion upon nothing but their * present misfortunes, they were 
hindered from remembering what delirerances they had re- 
ceived from God, and those by the virtue and vdadom of 
Moses also ; so they were very angry at their conductor, and 
were zealous in their attempt to stone him, as the direct oc- 
casion of their present miseries. « - 

4. But as for Moses hiaiself, while the multitude were inri* 
^ted and bitterly set against him, he cheerfully relied on God, 
and on his consciousness of the care he had taken of these his 
own people: and, he eame mto the midst of them even while 

when they were derived from Jewifa, and when from Gentile anti- 
<t<iity, we can go no further than bare conjectures in such cares ; on-» 
)y the notion of Jews were generally so different from those of Gen- 
ii !eF, that we may sometii:&es make no improbable conjectures to 
w}aict sort such additions belong. Ses also somewhat like these ad- 
ditions in Jo^ephus's aecotmt of EHtha's making sweet the bittcr 
and barren Faring ne^r Jerieho ; of the wsr, B. iy..c^h« viii i 5. 
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ttkej elameiired against him, and had stones iil their hands in 
order to despatch him. Now he was of att agreeable pre- 
sence, and very able to persuade the people by his speeches'? 
Accordingly, he began to mitigate their anger^ and exhorted 
^lem not to be over-mindful of their present adversities, test 
tiiey should thereby suffer the benefits that had formerly 
been bestowed on them to idip out of their memories ; and 
bo desired them by no means, on account of thetr present 
uneasioess, to cast those great and wonderful favours and 
gifts, which they had obtained of God, out of their minds, 
bid: to expect deliverance out of those their present troubles, 
whiob they could not free themselves from, and this by tho 
means of that divine providence which presided over them. 
Seeing it is probable that God tries their virtue, and exer- 
cises their patience by these adversities, that it may appear 
what fortitude they have, and what memory they retain of 
bis former wonderftd works in tiieir favour,^aod whether they 
will not think of them upon occasion of the miseries they now 
ieel. He told them, it appeared they were not really good 
men, either in patienee, or reraembering.what had been sue- 
eessfuMy done for them, sometimes by contemning God and 
hb commands, when by ^ose commands they left the land 
of Bgypt; and sometimes by behaving themselves ill towards 
faim who was the servant of God, and this when he had never 
deeeived them, either in whajt he said, or had ordered them 
to do by God's command. He also put them in mind of all 
ttmt had passed ; how the Egyptians were destroyed when 
they attempted to detain them, contrary to the command of 
God ; and after what mamier tlie very same river was to the 
other bloody, and not fit for drinking, but was to them sweety 
and fit for drinking ; and how tltoy went a new road through 
the sea, which fled a long way from them, by which very means 
they were themselves preserved, but saw their enemies de- 
stroyed; and that when they were in want of weapons, €rod 
gave them plenty of them; and so he recounted all theparti-^ 
oular instances, how when they were, in appearance, just going 
to be destroyed, God had saved them in a surprising manner; 
that he had still the same power ; and that they ought not 
even now to despair of his providence over then\ : and accord- 
ingly he exhorted them to continue quiet, and to consider 
that help will not come too late, though it come not imme* 
diately, if it be. present with them before they suffer any 
great misfortune : that they ought to reason thus, that God 
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delays to assist tbem, not becaase he has no regard to them, 
but because he will first try their fortitude, and the pleasure 
tbey take in their freedom, that he may learn whether you 
hare souls great enough to bear want of food, and scarcity of 
waters on its account ; 6r whether you rather lore to be 
slaves^ as cattle are slaves to such as own them, and feed 
them Hberally, but only in order to make them more useful 
Hi their service. That as for himself, he shall not be so much 
concerned for his own preservation,; for if he die unjustly, 
be shall not reckon it any alHiction, but that he is concerned 
for them, lest, by casting stones at him, they should h^ 
thought to condemn God himself. 

5. By this means Moses pacified the people, and restrain- 
ed then^ from stoning him, and brought them to repent of 
what they were going to do. And because he thought the 
necessity they were under made their passion less unjustifi- 
able, he thought he ought to apply himself to God by prayer 
and supplication ; and going up to an eminence, he requested 
of God for some sUccour for the people, and spme way of 
deliverance from the want they were in, because in him, and 
in him alone, was their hope of salvation : and he diBsired 
that he would forgive what necessity forced the people to 
do, since Such was the nature of mankind, hard to please, 
and very complaining ukider adversities. Accordingly, God 

^promised he would take care of them, and afibrd them the 
succoui; they were desirous of. Now when Moses had heard 
this from God, he came down to the multitude : but as soon 
as they saw him joyful at the promises he had received f.om 
God, they changed their sad countenances into gladness. 
So he placed himself in the midst of them, and told them, 
he came to bring them from God .. deliverance out of their 
present distresses. Accordingly, a little after, came a vast 
number of quails, which is a bird more plentiful in tiiis Ara- 
bian gulf than anywhere else, flying over the sea, and hover- 
ed over them, till wearied with their laborious flight, and 
indeed, as usual, flying very near to the earth, they fell down 
upon the Hebrews, who caught them, and satisfied their hun^ 
ger with them, and supposed that this was the method 
whereby God meant to supply them with food. Upon which 
Moses returned thanks to God for aflbrding them his assist- 
ance so suddenly, and sooner than he bad promised them. 

6. But presently after this first supply of food, he sent 
them a second: for as Moses was lifting u|) his hands in 
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prayer^ a dew fell down ; and Moses, wlien he found it stick: 
to his hands, supposed this was also come for food from God 
to them, he tasted it; and perceiving that the people kiieW 
not what it was, and thought it snowed, and that it «as what 
usually fell at that time of the year, he informed them that 
this dew did not fall from heaven after the manner they ima- 
gined, but came for their preservation and sustenance. So 
he tasted it, and gave them some of it, that they might be 
satisfied about what he had told them. They also imitated 
their conductor^ and were pleased with their food, for it was 
like honey in sweetness and pleasant taste, but in its body 
to bdellium, one of sweet spices^ but in bigness equal to co- 
riander seed. And very earnest tlixiy-were in gathering it: 
but they were enjoined to gather * it equally, the measure 
ef an homer for each man every day, because this food should 
not come in too small a quantity, lest the weaker might not 
lie able to get their share, by reason of the over-bearing of 
the strong in collecting it. However, these strong men, wheo 
they had gathered more than the measure appointed for themy 
they had no more than others, but only tired themselves more 
in gathering it, for they found no more than an homer a piece ; 
and the advantage they got by what was superfluous was 
none at all, it corrupting both by the worms breeding in it, 
and by its bitterness. So divine and wonderful a food this 
was ! It also supplied the want of other sorts of food to those 
that fed on it. And even f now in all that place this manna 

* It seems to me from what Hioses, Exod. xvi. 18. St. Paul, ft Cor. 
viii. 15. and Jcephus here says, compared together, that the quaa* 
tity of manna that fell daily, and did not putrify, uras just so muck 
as came to an homer a-piece through the whole host of Israel, and 
no more. 

. t This suppo.^al , that the sweet honey deir, or manna, so ce]ebrated 
in ancient and modern authors^ as falling usually in Arabia, was of 
the very same Fort with this manna sent to the Israelites, favours 
more of Gentilism, than of Judaisgi or Cbrii^tianity. Tis not im* 
probable that some ancient Gentile author, read by Josephus, so 
thought; nor would he here contradict him, though just before, and 
Antiq. B. iv. ch. iii. $ 2. he seems directly to allow that it had not 
been ^een before. However, this food from heaven is here described 
to be like tnow ; and in Artabanus, an heathen writer, it is compared 
to meal like to oat meal, in colour like 'to snow^ rained down by God. 
^^.Efsay on the Old Test append, p. SS9. But as to the derivation' 
of the word manna, whether from man, which Jofephus says then 
signified, wfuU it it T or from manak^ to divide, u e. a dividend or 
portion allotted to every one, it is uncertain. I incline to the latter 
(brivalioB. This manna is called angtt*$ foody Ptalm Uxvii. 26. and 
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comes down in rain, according to what Moses then obtained 
of God, to -send it the people for their sustenance. Now the 
Hebrew manna ; for the particle man, in our language, is the 
asking of a question, fFhat is this ? So the Hebrews were 
very joyful at what was sent them from heaven. Now they 
made use of this food for forty years, or as long as they were 
in the wilderness. 

7. As soon as they were removed thence, they came to 
Rephidim, being distressed to the last degree by thirst; and 
while in the foregoing days they had light on a few small 
fountains, but now found the earth entirely destitute of wa- 
ter, they were in an evil case. They again turned their an- 
ger against Moses ; but he at first avoided th^ fury of the 
multitude, and then betook himself to prayer to God, be- 
seeching him, that as he had given them food when they 
were in the greatest want of it, so he would give them drink, 
sfnce the favour of giving them food was of no value to them 
while they bad nothing to drink. And God did' not long de- 
lay to give it them, but promised Moses that he would pro- 
cure tbem a fountain, and plenty of water, from a place they 
did not expect any : so he commanded him to smite the 
rock which * they saw lying there, with his rod, and out of 
it to receive plenty of what they wanted; for he had taken 
care that drink should come to thei^i without any labour or 
pains-taking. When Moses had received this command from 
God, he came to the people, who waited for him, and look- 
ed upon him, for they saw already that he was coming apace 
from his eminence. As soon as he was come, he told them, 
that God would deliver them from their present distress, and 
had granted them an unexpected favour ; and informed them, 
that a river should run for their sakes out of the rock. But 
they were amazed at that hearing, supposing they were of 
necessity to cut the rock in pieces, now they were distress- 
ed by their thirst and by th^ir journey : while Moses only 
smiting the rock with his rod, opened a passage, and out of 
it burst out water, and that in great abundance, and very 
clear. But they were astonished at this wonderful eficct : 

b|r oiir Saviour, John vi. 51, &e. as well as by Jofepbus here and 
ehewhere, Anliq. B. iii. ch. v. i 5. said to be sent the Jtxet Jrom 
heaven, 

* This rock is there at this day, as the travellers agree; and mort 
be the same as was there in the days of Moses, as being too large to 
be brought thither by our modern carriai^es. 
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and, as it were, quenched their tMrst by the very sight of it. 
So they drank this pleasai^t, this sweet water ; and sueh it 
seemed to be, as might well be expected where God was the 
donor. They were also in admiration how Moses was ho- 
noured by God ; and they made grateful returns of sacrifices 
to God for his providence towards the'm. Now that scrip- 
ture, which is ^ laid up in the temple, informs us, how God 
foretold to Moses, that water should in thb manner be deri- 
ved out of the rock. 



QHAP. II. 

Row the Jimaltkxies^ and the neighbouring nations^ made war 
with the Hebrews, and were becUen, and lost a great part of 
their army. 

\ 1. The name of the Hebrews began already to be eve- 
ry where renownef), and rumours about them ran abroad. 
This made the inhabitants of those countries to be in no 
amall fear. Accordingly, they sent ambassadors to ^ one an- 
other, and exhorted one another to defend themselves, and 
to endeavour to destroy ,^ese men. Those that induced 
the rest to do so, were such as inhabited Gobolitis and Fe- 
tra. They were called Amalekites, and i\ ere the most war- 
like of the nations that lived thereabouts ; and whose kings 
exhorted one another, and their neighbours, to go to this war 
against the Hebrews ; telling them, that an army of stran- 
gers, and such an one had run away from slavery under the 
Egyptians, lay in wait to ruin them ; which army they were 
not, in common prudence, and regard to their own safely, to 
overlook, but to crush them before they gather strength, 
and come to be in prosperity ; and perhaps attack them first - 
in an hostile manner, as presuming upon our indolence in 
not attacking them before ; and that we ought to avenge our- 
selves of thein for what they had done in the wilderness ; 
but that this cannot be so well done when they have once 
laid their hands on our cities and our goods : that those who 
endeavour to crush a power in its first rise, are wiser than 
those that endeavour to put a stop to its progress when it is 

* Note here, that the small book of the principal laws of Moses 
is ever said to be laid up in the holy house itfelf ; but the larger Pen- 
tateuch, as here, somewhere within the limits of the itmjplt and its 
courts only. See Antiq. B. v. ch. i. ( 17. 
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become formidable ; for these last seem to be angry only at 
the flourishing of others, but the former do not leave any 
room for .their enemies to become troublesome to them. 
After they had sent such embassages to the neighbouring 
nations, and among one another, they resolved to attack the 
Hebrews in battle. 

S. These proceedings of the people of these countries oc- 
casioned perplexity and trouble ^o Moses, who expected no 
such warlike preparations. And when these nations were 
ready to fight, and the multitude of the Hebrews were obli- 
ged to try the fortune of war, they were in a mighty disor- 
der, and in want of all necessaries, wid yet were to make war 
with men who were thoroughly well prepared for it. Then, 
therefore, it was that Moses began to encourage them, and to 
evhort them to have a good heart, and rely on God's assist- 
ance, by which they had been advanced into a state of free- 
dom, and to hope for victory over those who were ready to 
fight with them, in order to deprive th^ of that blessing. 
That they were to suppose their own army to be numerous, 
wanting nothing, neither weapons, nor money, nor provisions, 
Mor such other conveniencies as when men are in possession 
•f, they fight undauntedly; and that they are to judge them- 
selves to have all these advantages in the divine assistance. 
They are also to suppose the enemies' army to be small, un- 
armed, weak, and such as want those conveniencies which 
they know must be wanted, when it is God's will that they 
shall be beaten. And how valuable God's assistance is, they 
had experienced in abundance of trials ; and those such as 
were more terrible in war, for that is only against men, but 
these were against famine and thirst, things indeed that were 
in their own nature insuperable ; as also against mountains, 
and that sea which afforded them no way for escaping : yet 
had all these difficulties been conquered by God's gracious 
kindness to them. So he exhorted them to be courageous 
at this time, and to look upon their entire prosperity to de- 
pend on the present contest of their enemies. 

3. And with these words did Moses encourage the multi- 
tude, who then called together the princes of their tribe% 
and their chief men, both separately and jointly. The young 
men he charged to obey their elders, and the elders to hear- 
ken to their leader. So the people were elevated in their 
nunds, and ready to try their fortune in battle, and hoped to 
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be thereby at length delivered from all their miseries : nay, 
they desired that Moses would immediately lead them against 
their enemies, without the least delay, that no backwardness 
might be an hindrance to their present resolution. So Mo- 
ses sorted all that were fit for war into different troops; and 
set Joshua, the son of Nun, of the tribe of Ephraim, over 
them ; one that was of great courage, and patient to under- 
go labours ; of great abilities to understand, and to speak 
whi^t was proper ; and very serious in the worship of God : 
and indeed made like another Moses, a teacher of piety to- 
wards God. He also appointed a small party of the armed 
men to be near the water ; and to take care of the children 
and the women, and of the entire camp. So that whole 
Bight they prepared themselves for the battle ; they took 
their weapons, if any. of them had such as were well made, 
and attended to their commanders, as ready to rush forth to 
the battle, as soon as Moses should give the word of com- 
mand. Moses also kept awake, teaching Joshua after what 
manner he should order his camp. But when the day be- 
gan, Moses called for Joshua again, and exhorted him to ap- 
prove himself in deeds such an one as his reputation made 
men expect from him ; and to gain glory by tne present ex- 
pedition, in the opinion of those under iiim, for his exploits 
in this battle. He 'also gave a particular exhortation to the 
principal men of the Hebrews, and encouraged the whole 
army as it stood armed before him. And when he had thus 
animated the army, both by his words and works, and pre- 
pared every thing, he retired to a mountain, and committed 
the army to God and Joshua. 

4. So the armies joined battle ; and it came to a close 
fight hand to hand, both sides showing great alacrity, and 
encouraging one another. And indeed while Moses * stretch- 

* This eminent circnmstance, that while Moses's hands were lift 
up towards heavea, the Israelites* prevailed, and while they were 
let dawn toward.^ the earth, the Ainalek.tes prevailed, Feeius to me 
the earliest intimation we have of the proper posture, used of old, in 
sofemn prayer, which was the stretching out the hand [and eyes] 
towards heaven, as other passages of ilie old and new Testament 
inform us. Nay, by the way, this posture seems to have continued 
in ihe Christian church, till the clergy, instead of learning their 
prayers by h^art, read thera out of a book, which is in a g^at mea- 
sure in^on.sistent with such an elevated posture, and vhich seems 
to me to have been only a latter practice introduced under the cor- 
rupt state of the church, though the constant use of li.vine forms of 

Viil. 1. . s 
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ed out his. hands towards heaven, the Hebrews were too 
hard for the Amalekites : but Moses not being able to sus- 
tain his hands thus stretched cAit, (for as often as he let 
down his hands, so often were his own people worsted,^ he 
bade his brother Aaron, and Hur, their sister Mirainv's hus- 
band, to stand on each side of him, and take hold of his 
hands, and not permit his weariness to prevent it, but to as- 
sist him in the extension of his hands. When this was done, 
the Hebrews conquered the Amalekites by main force ; and 
indeed they had all perished, uoless the approach of the 
night had obliged the Hebrews to desist from killing any 
more. So our forefathers obtained a most signal and a most 
seasonable victory ; for they not only overcame those that 
fought against them, but terrified also the neighbouring na- 
tions, and got great and splendid advantages, which they ob- 
tained of their enemies by their hard pains in this battle \ 
for when they had taken the enemies camp, they got ready 
booty for the public, and for their own private famihesi 
whereas till then they had not any sort of plenty, of even 
necessary food. The forementioned battle, when they bad 
once got it, was also the occasion of their prosperity, not 
onl}' lor the present, but for the future ages also, for they 
not only made slaves of the bodies of their enemies, but sub" 
dued their minds also, and after this battle, became terrible 
to all that dwelt round about them* Moreover, they acqui- 
red a vast quantity of riches ; for a great deal of silver and 
gold was left in the enemies camp ; as also brazen yessels, 
which they made common use of in their families ; many 
utensils also that were embroidered, there were of both 
sorts, that is, of what were weaved, and what were the or- 
naments of their armour, and other things that served for 
use in the family, and for the furniture of their rooms : they 
got also the prey of their cattle, and of whatsoever uses to 
follow camps, when they remove from one place to another. 
So the Hebrews now valued themselves upon their courage, 
and claimed great merit for their valour ; and they perpe- 
tually inUred themselves to take pains, by which th^y deem- 
ed every difficulty might be surmounted. Such were the 
consequences of this battle. 

5. On the next day, Moses stripped the dead bodies of 

prayer, praise and thanksgiving, appears to me to have been the 
practice of God's people, Patriaichs, Jews, and Christians, in all 
the past ages. ' 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Chap. Ill OF THE JEWS. 30; 

their enemies, and gathered together the armionr of those 
that were fled, and gaVe rewards to such as had signalized 
themselves in the action ; and highly commended Joshua, 
their general, who was attested to by all the army, on account 
of the great actions he had done. Nor was any one of the 
Hebrews slain ; but the slain of the enemies army were too 
many to be enumerated. So Moses offered sacrifices of 
thanksgiving to God, and built an altar, which he named, iht 
Lord the conqueror. He also foretold, that the Amalekites 
should utterly be destroyed ; and that hereafter none of 
them should remain, because they fought against the He- 
b.ew3, and this tsrhen they were in the wilderness, and in 
their distress also. Moreover, he refreshed the army with 
feasting. And thus did they fight this first battle with those 
that venture^ to oppose them, after they were gone out of 
Egypt But, when Moses had celebrated this festival for 
the victory, he permitted the Hebrews to rest for a few days, 
anu then he brought them out after the fight in order of 
battle : for they had now many soldiers in light armour. 
And going gradually on, he came to Mount Sinai in three 
months time after they were removed out o^ Egj'pt ; at 
which mountain, as we have before related, the visiqn of the 
bush, and the other wonderful appearances had happened. 



CHAP. HI. 

TkcU Moses ktndlif received his father-in^aw Jethro, tohen he 
came to him to MovaU Sinai, 

Now when Raguel, Moses's father-in-law, understood in 
what a prosperous condition his affairs were, he willingly 
came to meet him : and Moses took Zipporah his wife, and 
bis children, and pleased himself with his coming. And 
when he had offered sacrifice, he made a feast for the mul- 
titude, near the bush he had formerly seen ; which multi- 
tude, every one, according to their families, partook of the 
feast. But Aaron and himself took Raguel, and sung Hymns 
to God, as to him who had been the author and procurer 
of their deliverance and their freedom. They also praised 
their conductor, as him by whose virtue it was that all things 
had succeeded so well with them. Raguel also,^ in his 
eucharistical oration to Moses, made great encomiums upon 
the whole multitude : and he could not but admire Moses 
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for his fortitu^, and that humanity he had showed in the 
delivery of bis friends* 
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CHAP. IV. 

Hfyio Maguel sxiggtsHd. to Moses to set his people in ordtr^ 
under their rulers of thousands^ and rulers of hundreds, 
who lived withoui order he/ore : and how Moses complied 
in all things with his father-in-law^ s admonition, 

^ 1. The next day, as Rague! saw Moses in the midst of 
a crowd of business, (for he determined the differences of 
those that referred tl>€m to hira, every one still going to 
him, and supposing that they should then only obtain jus* 
tice, if he were the arbitrator ; and those tliat lost their 
causes tliought it no great harm, while they thought they 
lost them justly, and not by partiality.) Raguel, however, 
said Nothing to him at that time, as not desirous to be any 
hindrance to such as had a mind to make use of the virtue 
of their conductor. But afterward he took him to himself, 
and when \^e had him alone, he instructed him in what he 
ought to do ; and advised him to leave the trouble of lesser 
causes to others, but himself to take care of the grtjater, 
and of the people\s safety, for that certain others of the 
Ifebrews might be found that were fit to determine causes, 
but that nobody but a Moses could take care of the safety 
of so niany ten thousands. Be not, therefore, says he, in-^ 
sensible of thine own virtue, and what thou hast done by 
ministering under God to the people's preservation. Per- 
mit, therefore, the determination of common causes to be 
done by others, but do thou reserve thyself to the attendance 
pn God only, and look out for methods of preserving the 
multitude from theu* present distress. Make use of the 
n)ethod I suggest to you, as to human affairs ; and take a 
review of the army, and appoint chosen rulers over tens of 
thotjsands, and then over thousands : then divide them into 
five L'.ndreds ; and again into hundreds^ and into fifties ; and 
vSi^t rulers over each of them, who may distinguish them into 
thirties, and keep them in order; and at last number them 
by twenties and by tens : and let there be one commander 
over each number, to be denominated from the number of 
those ovt'r whom thty are, rulers, but such as the whole mul- 
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titude hare tried, and do ^ approve of, as being good and 
righteous men ; and let these rulers decide the controversies 
they have one with another. But if any great cause arise, 
let them bring the cognizance of it before the rulers of an 
higher dignity ; but if any great difficulty arise that is too 
hard for even their determination, let them send it to thee- 
By these means two advantages will be gained ; that the 
Hebrews will have justice done them ; and thou wilt be 
able to attend constantly on God, and procure him to be 
more favourable to the people. 

2. This was the admonition of Raguel ; and Moses re- 
ceived his advice very kindly, and acted according to his 
suggestion. Nor did he conceal the invention of this me- 
thod, nor pretend to it himself, but informed the multitude 
who it was that invented it : nay, he has named Raguel in 
the books he wrote, as the person who invented this order- 
ing of the people, as thinking it right to give a true testimony 
to worthy persons, although he might have gotten reputa- 
tion by ascribing to himself the inventions of other men. 
Whence we may learn the virtuous disposition of Moses : 
but of such his disposition, we shall have proper occasion to 
speak in other places of these books. 



CHAP. V. 

How Moses ascended up to Mount Sinai, and received laws 
from God, and delivered them to the Hebrews. 

^ 1. Now Moses called the multitude together, and told 
them, that he was going from them unto mount Sinai to 
converse with God ; to receive from him, and to bring back 
with him a certain oracle : but he enjoined them to pitch 
flieir tents near the mountain, and prefer the habitation that 
was nearest to God, before one more remote. When he had 
said this, he ascended up to mount Sinai, which f is the 

* This manner of electing the judges and office.rs of the Israel 
ites by the testimonies and suffrages of the people, before they wera 
ordained by God, or Mo =es, deserves to be carefi'Ily noted, because 
it was the pattern of the like manner of the choice and ordinatioa 
of Bishops, Presbyters, and Deacons, In the Christian church. 

t Since this mountain Sinai i^ here Faid to be the hi(^hest of all the 
mountains that are in that country, it must be that now called SL 
Kaiharine*s, which is one third higher than that within a mile of it 
vow called Sinai, as Mors. Thevenot informi us. Travel?, part>* 

s» 
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highest of all the mountains that are In that country, and k 
not only very difficult to be ascended by men, on account 
of its vast altitude, hut because of the sharpness of its pre- 
^cipices also ; nay, indeed, it cannot be look»:d at without 
pain of the eyes : and besides this, it'w;iS terrible and inac- 
cessible, on account of the rumour that passed about, that 
God dwelt there. But the Hebrews removed their tents, 
as Moses had bidden them, and took possession of the low- 
est parts of the mountain ; and were elevated in their minds, 
in expectation that Moses would return from God with pro- 
mises of the good things he had proposed to them : so they 
feasted, and \?<iited for their conductor ; and kept themselves 
, pure, as in other respects, and not accompanying with their 
wives for three days, as he had before ordered them to do. 
And they prayed to God, that he would favourably receive 
Moses in his conversing with him ; and bestow some such 
j;ift upon them by which they might live well. They also 
lived more plentifully as to their diet ; and put on their 
wives and childron more ornamental and decent clothing 
tl)ao they usually wore. 

S. So th^.y passed two days in this way of feasting ; but 
•n the thirxl day, before the sun was up, a cloud spi*ead itself 
over the whole camp of the Hebrews, such an one as none 
^ad before seen, and encompassed the place where they had 
pitched their tenti ; and while all the rest of the air was 
-dear, there came strong winds, that raised up large showers 
•f rain, which became a mighty tempest. There was aho 
«uch lightning, as wasterj-ible to those that saw it; and thun- 
lier, with its thunder-bolts were sent down, and declared 
God to be there present in a gracious way to such as Moses 
desired he should be gracious. Now as to these matters, 
every one of my readers may think as he pleases ; but I am 
imder a necessity of relating this history as it is described in 
the sacred books. This sight, and the amazing sound that 
came to their ears, disturbed the Hebr£ws to a prodigious de- 

•b. xxviii, p. 168. Tlie other name of it, Horth^ is. never used by 
-Jo^ephu5; and perhaps was its name among the Egyptians only, 
"Whence the Israelites were lately couie, as Sinai was its name among 
tlie Arabians^ Canaanites, and othei^nations. Accordingly, when 
41 Kings ix. 8.) the scripture says, that Elijah camt to Horeb^ tht 
movmi of God, Josephiis justly says, Antiq. B. viii. cb. xiii. 4 7. thai 
he came to ike mountain called Sinai, and Jerom, here cited by Dr* 
Hudson, says, that he took this mountain to have two names, Smai 
ma^Ckonb, S^Komin. Htb. p. 427. 
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gree, for they were not such as they*were aceostomed to ; 
and then the rumours that was spread abroad, how God fre- 
quented^ that mountain, greatly astonished their minds, so 
liiey sorrowfully contained themselves within their tents, as 
both supposing Moses to be destroyed by the divine wiaih, 
and expecting the like destruction for themselves. 

S. When they were under th<*se apprehensions, Moses ap- 
^pcared as joyful and greatly exalted. When they saw him, 
they were freed from their fear, and admitted of more com- 
fortable hopes as to what was to come. The air also was 
become clear, and pure of its former disorders, upon the ap- 
pearance of Moses. Whereupon he called together the peo- 
ple to a congregation, in order to their hearing what God 
would say to them : and when they were gatlM-red together, 
be stood on an eminence, whence they might all hear him, 
and said, " God has received me graciously, O Hebrews, as 
he has formerly done ; and has suggested an happy method 
of living for you, and an order of political government, and 
is now present in the camp: I, therefore, charge you for his 
sake, and the sake of his works, and that we have done by 
by his means, that you do not put k low value on what I am 
going to say, because the commands have been given by me 
that now deliver them to you, nor because it is the tongue 
of a man that delivers them to you ; but if you have a due 
regard to the great importance of the things themselves, 
you will understand the greatness of him whose institutions 
they are, and who has not disdained to communicate them 
to me for our common advantage ; for it is not to be suppos- 
ed, that the author of these institutions is barely Moses, 
the son of Amram and Jochebed, but he who obliged the 
Nile to run bloody for your sakes, and tamed the haughti- 
ness of the Egyptians by various sorts of judgments : he who 
provided a way through the sea for us : he who contrived a 
method of sending us food from heaven, when we were dis- 
tcsssed for want of it : he who made the waters to issue out 
of a rock, when we had very little of it before : he by whose . 
means Adam was made to partake of the fruits both of the 
Fand and of the sea : he by whose means Noah escaped the 
deluge : he by whose means ocr forefather Abraham, of a 
wandering pilgrim, was made the heir of the land of Canaan : 
he by whose means Isaac was born of parents who were rery 
#ld : he by whose means Jacob was adorned with twelve 
▼h-tueus sonai : he by whose means Joseph became a potent 
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lord OTcr the Sgyplians : he it is who conveys these iostruc- 
tions to you by me as his interpreter. And let them be ta 
you venerable, and contended for more earnestly by ydu than 
your own children, and your own wives ; for if you will fol- 
low them, you will lead an happy life ; you will enjoy the 
land fruitful, the sea calm, and the fruit of the womb bom 
complete, as nature requires ; you will be also terrible to 
jour enemies : for I have been admitted into the presence 
of God, and been made a hearer of his incorruptible voice ; 
•0 great is his concern for your nation, and its duration.*' 

4. When he had said this, he brought the people, with 
their wives and children, so near the mountain, that they 
might hear God himself speaking to them about the precepts 
which they were to practise; that the energy of what should 
be spoken might not be hurt by its utterance by that tongue 
of a man, which could but imperfectly deliver it to their un- 
derstanding. And they all heard a voice that came to ail of 
them from above, jnsomuch that not one of these words es- 
caped them, which Moses wrote in two tables ; which it is 
»ot * lawful for us to set down directly, but their import we 
will declare. 

5. The first commandment teaches us, that there is but one 
God, and that we ought to worship him only. The second 
commands us not to make the image of any living creature 
to worship it. The third, that we must not swear by God in 
a false matter. The fourth, that we must keep the seventh 
^y» hy resting from all sort of work. The ijfth, that we must 
honour our parents. The sixth, that We must abstain from 
mlirder. The seventh, that we must not commit adultery. 
The eighth, that we must not be guilty of theft. The ninth, 
that we must not bear false witness. The tenth, that we 
must not admit of the desire of any thing that is another's. 

6. Now when the multitude had heard God himself giving 
those precepts which Moses had discou1:^ed of, they rejoiced 
at what was said ; and the congregation was dissolved : but 
bn the following days they came to his tent, ai)d desired him 
to bring them besides other laws from God. Accordingly, 
he appointed such laws ; and afterward informed them in 
what manner they should act in all cases ; which laws I shall 
make mention of in their proper time : bift I shall reserve 

* Of thig and an another like superstitious notion of the PhaH«eei, 
which )o9efkv» complied with, te% the note on Antiq* B ii« <^ 1$; 
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most of those laws for * another work, and make there a dis- 
tinct explication of them. , 

7* When matters were brought to this state, Moses went 
up again to Mount Sinai, of which he had told them before- 
hand. He made his ascent in their sight ; and while he stay- 
ed there so long a time, for he was absent from them forty 
days, fear seized the Hebrews, lest Moses should have come 
to any harm ; nor was there any thing else so sad, and that 
so much troubled them, as this supposal, that Moses was pe- 
rished. Now there was a variety in their sentiments about 
it, some saying th:)t he was fallen among wild beasts, and 
those that were of this opinion were chiefly such as were ill- 
disposed to him ; but others saying, that he was departed and 
gone to God ; but the wiser sort were led by their reason to 
embrace neither of those opinions with any satisfaction, thinks 
Ing that it was a thing that sometimes happens to men to fall 
among wild beasts, and perish that way, so it was probable 
enough that he might depart, and go to God, on account of 
his virtue, they therefore were quiet, and expected the event: 
yet were they exceeding sorry upon the supposal that they 
were deprived of a governor and a protector, such an one in- 
deed as they could never Recover again ; nor would this sus- 
picion give them leave to expect any comfortable event about 
this man, nor could they prevent their trouble and melan- 
choly upon this occasion. However, the camp durst not re- 
move all this while, because Moses had bid them afore to stay 
there. 

8. But when the forty days, and as many nights, were 
over, Moses came down, having tasted nothing of food usu- 
ally appointed for the nouriahment of men. His appear* 
ance filled the army with gladness, and he declared to themr 
what care God had of them, and by what manner of con- 
duct of their lives they might live happily ; telling them, that 
during these days of his absence, he had suggested to him 
also that he would have a tabernacle built for him, into 
which he woidd descend when he came to them ; and how 
we should carry it about with us when we remove from this 
plaee ; and that there would be no longer occasion for going 
up to mount Sinai, but that lie would himself come and^ 

* Tills other work of Josephu^'s herfe referred to, peeras to be that 
which does not appear to have been ever published, whiehyet he in- 
tended to pubilfb, about the reasons of many of ^e laws of Mos^; 
•f which Jsee thjB note on the preface, > 4 
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pitch his tabernaple amongst us, and be present at our pray- 
ers ; as also, that the tabernacle should be of such measurei 
and constructions as he had showed him, and that you ai'c to 
fall to the work, and prosecute it diligently. When he had 
said this, he showed them the two tables, with the ten com- 
mandments engraven upon them, five upon each table ; and 
the writing was by the hand of God. 



CHAP. VI. 

Coneeming the tabernacle which Moses bmU in the wilSemest 
for the lionour of God, and which seemed to be a temple* 

^ 1. Hereupon the Israelites rejoiced at what they had 
seen and heard of their conductor, and were not wanting 
in diligence according to their ability ; but they brought sil- 
ver, and gold, and brass, and of the best sorts 'Of wood, and 
such as would not at all decay by putrefaction ; camels' hair 
also, and sheep-skins, some of them dyed of a blue colour, 
and some of a scarlet ; some brought the flower for the 
purple colour, and others for white ; with the wool dyed by 
the flowers aforementioned ; and fine linen, and precious 
•tones, which those that use costly ornaments set in couches 
of gold ; they brought also a great quantity of spices ; for 
•f these materials did Moses build the tabernacle, which 
did not at all differ from a moveable and ambulatory tem- 
ple. Now when these things were brought together with 
great diligence, for every one was ambitious to further the 
work, even beyond their ability, he set architects over the 
works, and this by the command of God ; and indeed the 
rery same which the people themselves would have chosen, 
had the election been allowed to them. Now their names 
are set down in writing in the sacred books ; and they were 
these, Besaleel, the son of Uri, of the tribe of Judah, the 
grandson of Miriam, the sister of their conductor ; and Aho- 
liah, the- son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. Now the 
people went on with what they had undertaken with so 
great alacrity, that Moses was obliged to restrain them, by 
making proclamation that what had been brought was suflfi- . 
oient, as the artificers had informed him. So they fell to 
work upon the building of the tabernacle. Moses also in- 
formed them, according to the direction of God, both what 
the measures were to be, and its largeness ; and hew many 
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vessels it ought to contain for the use of the aacriiSces. The 
women also were ambitious to do their parts about the gar« 
ments of the priests, and about other things that would be 
wanted in this work, both for ornament, and for the divine 
service itself. 

2. Now when all these things were prepared, the gold| 
and the silver, and the brass, and what was woven, Moses, 
when he had appointed beforehand that there should be a 
festival, and that sacrifices should be offered according to 
every one's ability, * reared up the tabernacle, jin^ when 
he had measured the open court, fifty cubits broad, and aa 
hundred long, he set up brazen pillars, ^ye^ cubits high, twen- 
ty on each of the longer sides, and ten pillars for the breadth 
behind ; every one of the pillars also had a ring. Their 
chapiters were of silver, but their bases were of brass ; they 
resembled the sharp ends of spears, and were of brass fixed 
into the ground. Cords were also put through the rings, 
and were tied at their farther ends to brass nails of a cubit 
long, which ii every pillar were driven into the floor, and 
would keep the tabernacle from being shaken by the violence 
of winds. But a curtain of fine soft linen went around all 
th.3 pillars, and hung down in a flowing and loose manner 
from their chapiters, and enclosed the whole space, and 
seemed not at all unlike to a wall about it. And this wa^ 
tlie structure of three of the sides of this enclosure. But as 
for the fourth side which was fifty cubits in extent, and wai 
the front of the whole, twenty cubits of it were for the 
opening at the gates, wherein stood two pillars on each side, 
after \h€ resemblance of open gates, these were made wholly 
of silver and |)olished, and that all over, excepting the 
bases, which were of brass. Now on each side of the gates 
there stood three pillars, which were inserted into the con- 
cave bases of the gates, and were suited to them ; and round 
them was drawn a curtain of fine linen. But to the gates 
themselves, which were twenty cubits in extent, and five in 
height, the curtain was composed of purple, and scarlet, and 
blue, and fine linen, and embroidered with many and divers 
sorts of figures, excepting the figures of animals. Within 
these gates was the brazen laver fOr purification, having a 
bason beneath, of the like matter, whence the priests might 

• Of this tabernacle of Mo?es, with its several parts and furni- 
ture, see luy description at large, ch. vi. vii. viii. ix. x. xi. xii. here- 
to belonging. 
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wtah their bands and sprinkle their feet. And this was the 
ornamental conBtruction of the enclosure aboiit the court of 
the tabernacle, which was exposed to the open air. 
' S. As to the tabernacle itself, Moses placed It in the mid- 
dle of that court, with its front to the east, that when the sim 
arose it tnight send its first rays upon it. Its length, when it 
was set up, was thirty cubits, and its breadth was twelve 
[ten] cubits. The one of its walls was on the south, and 
the other was exposed to the north, and on the back part of 
it remained the west. It was necessary that its height 
fthould be equal to its breadth [ten cubits.] There were also 
pillars made of wood, twenty on each side ; they were 
wrought into a quadrangular figure, in breadth a cubit and an 
half, but the thickness was four fingers: they had thin 
plates of gold affixed to them on both sides, inwardly and 
eutwardly : they had each of them two tenons belonging 
to theto inserted in their bases, and these were of silver ; in 
each of which bases there was a socket to receive the 
tenon. But the pillars on the west wall were six. Now 
-all these tenons and sockets accurately fitted one anothei* ; 
insomuch that the joints were invisible, and both seemed to 
be one entire and united wall. It was also covered with 
gold both within and without. The number of pillars was 
equal on the opposite sides, and there were on each part 
twenty, and every one of them had the third part of a 
span in thickness; so that the number of thirty cubits 
were fully made up between them. But as to the wall be- 
hind, where the six pillars made up together only nine 
cubits, they made two other pillars, and cut them out of 
one cubit, which they placed in the corners, and made them 
equally fine with the other. Now every one of the pillars 
had rings of gold affixed to their.fconts outward, as if they 
had taken root in the pillars, and stood one row over against 
another round about, through which were inserted bars girt 
over with gold, each of them five cubits long, and these 
bound together the pillars, the head of one bar running into 
another, after the nature of one tenon inserted into another. 
But for the wall behind, there was but one row of b^rs that 
went through all the pillars, into which row ran the ends of 
the bars on each side of the longer walls, the male with its 
female being so fastened in their joints, that they held tiie 
whole firmly together; and for this reason was all this join- 
ed so fast together, that the tabernacle mightnot be shaken^ 
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either by the winds, o^ by any ather means, but that it 
might preserve itself quiet and immoveable continually. 

4. As for the inside, Moses parted its length into three par- 
titions. At the distance of ten cubits from the most secret 
end, Moses placed four pillars, whose workmanship was the 
very same with that of the rest ; and they stood upon the like 
'bases with them, each a small matter distant from his fellow. 
Now the room within those pillars was the Most Holy Place ; 
but the rest of the room was the-jPflicnmc/c, which was open 
for the priests. However, this proportion of 'the measures 
of the tabernacle proved to be an imitation of the system of 
the world ; for that third part thereof which was within the 
four pillars, to which the priests were not admitted, is, as it 
were, an heaven, peculiar to God : but the space- of the 
twenty cubits is, as it were, sea and land, on which men live, 
and so this part is peculiar to the priests only. Biit at the 
front, where the entrance was made, they placed pillars of 
gold, that stood on bases of bi*ass, in number seven ; but then 
they spread over the tabernacle vails of fine linen, and pur- 
ple, and blue, and scarlet colours, embroidered. The first 
vail was ten cubits*every way, and this they spreiad over the 
pillars which parted the temple, and kept the most holy place 
concealed within ; and tliis vail was that which made this 
part not visible to any. Now the whole temple was called 
!The Hoty Place; but that part which was within the fouir 
pillars, and to which none wei-e admitted, was called Tht 
Holy of Holies, This vail was very ornamental, and em- 
broidered with all soi«ts of flowers which the earth produces; 
and there was interwoven into it all sorts of variety that might 
be an ornament, excepting the forms of animals. Another 
vail there was which covered the five pillars that were at the 
entrance : it was like the former in its magnitude, and tex- 
ture, and colour; and at the corner of every pillar a ring re- 
tained it from the top downwards, half the depth of the pillars, 
the othei^ half afibrding ^n entrance for the priests, who crept 
under it. Over this there was a vaD of linen, of the same 
largeness with the former ; it was to be drawn this way or 
that way by cords, whose rings, fixed to the texture of the 
vail, and to the cords also, were subservient to the drawing 
and undrawing of the vail, and to the fastening it at the cor- 
ner, that then it might be no hindrance to the view of the 
sanetuary, especially on solemn days ; but that on other daj's, 
and eapecially when the weather was inclined to snow, it 
Vol, I. 1' 
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migbt be expanded, and afford a coverirtg to the vsSl of di» 
verKe colours: whence that custom of ours is derived, of 
having a fine linen vail, after the temple has been built, to be 
drawn over the entrances. But the ten other curtains 
were four cubits in breadtl), and twenty-eight in length, and 
had golden clasps, in order to join the one curtain to the other, 
which was done so exactly, that they seemed to be one en- 
tire curtain ; these were spread over the temple, and covered 
all the top, and, parts of the walls, on the sides and behind, 
90 far as within one cubit of the ground. There were other 
curtains of the same breadth with these, but one more in num- 
ber, and longer, for they were thirty cubits long ; but these 
were woven of hair, with the like subtilty as those of wool 
were made, and were extended loosely down to the ground, 
appearing like a triangular front and elevation at the gates ; the 
eleventh curtain being used for this very purpose. There 
were also other curtains made of skins above these, which 
afforded covering and protection to those that were woven, 
both in hot weather, and when it rained. And great was the 
surprise of those who viewed the^e curtains at a distance, for 
they seemed not at all to differ from the colour of the sky. 
But those that were made of hair, and of skins, reached down 
in the same manner as did the vail at the gates, and kept off 
the heat of the sun, and what injury the rains might do. And 
after thi^ manner was the tabernacle reared*. 

5. There was also an ark made, sacrqd to God, of wood, 
that was naturally strong, and could not be corrupted : this 
was called Eron^ in our own language. Its construction was 
thus: its length was five spans, but its breadth and height 
was each of them three spans : it was covered all over with 
gold, both within and without, so that the. wooden part was 
not seen. It had also a cover united to it by golden hinges, 
after a wonderful manner ; which cov^r was every way even- 
ly fitted to it, and had no eminences to hinder its exact con- 
junction. There were also two golden rings belonging to 
each of the longer boards, and passing through the entire 
wood, and through them gilt bars passed alon^ each board, 
that it might thereby be moved and carried about, as occa- 
sion should require ; for it was not drawn in a cart by beasts 
of burden, but borne on the shoulders of the priests. Upon 
tliis its cover were two images, which the Hebrews call Che^ 
rubims ; they are flying creatures, but their form is not like 
to that of any of the creatures which men have seen, though 
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Moses said he had seen such beings near the throne of God, 
In this ark he put the two tables whereon the ten command- 
ments were written, five upon each table, and two and an 
half upon each side of them : and this ark he placed in the 
most holy place. 

t). But in the holy place he placed a table, like those at 
Delphi : its length was two cubils, and its breadth one cubit, 
and its height thiee spans. It had feet also, the lower half 
«f which were comph^te feet, resembling tho&e which tlie 
Dorians put to their bed-steads, but the upper parts towards 
the table were brought into a square form. The table had 
an hollow towards every side, having a ledge of four fingers 
depth, that went round about like as^iiral, both on the upper 
«ind lower part of the body of the work. Upon every one 
of the feet was there also inserted a ring, not far from thft 
cover, through which went bars of wood beneath, but gilded, 
to be taken out upon occasion, there being a cavity where it 
is joined to the rings ; for they were not entire rings, hut be- 
fore they came quite round they ended in acute points, the 
one of which was mserted into the prominent part of the 
table, an(J the other into the foot ; and by these it was car- 
ried when they journeyed. Upon this table, which was 
placed on the north side of the temple, not far from the 
most holy place, were laid twelve unleavened loaves of 
bread, six upon each heap, one above another; they were 
made of two tenth deals of the purest Hour, which tenth deal 
Jan homer] is a measure of the Hebrews, containing seven 
-Athenian cotylae ; and above these loaves were put two viala 
full of frankincense. Now after seVen days other loaves were 
brought in their stead, op the day which is by us called the 
Sabbath ; for we call the seventh day tlie Sabbath ; but for 
the occasicm of this invention of placing loaves here, we will 
speak to it in another place. 

7. Over against this table, near the southern wall, wms a 
set candlestick of cast gold, hollow within, being of the 
weight of one hundred pounds, which the Hebrews call cin- 
chares; if it be turned into the Greek language, denotes a 
talent. It was made with its knops, and Llies, and pome- 
granates, and bowls, (which ornaments amounted to seventy 
in all) ; by which means the shaft elevated itself on high from 
a single base, and spread itself into as many branches as there 
are planets, including the sun among them. It terminated 
JO seven heads, in one row, all standipg parallel to one ano- , 

Digitized by V^OOQtC 



t30 ANTIQUITIES Book tU, 

ther ; and these branches carried seven lamps, one by one^ 
in imitation of the number of the planets: these lamps look- 
ed to the east and to the south, the candlestick- being situate 
•bliquely. 

8. Now between this candlestick and the table, which, a& 
we said, were within the sanctuary, was the altar of incense, 
made of wood indeed, but of the same wood of which the 
foregoing vessels were made, such as were not liable to cor- 
ruption : it was entirely crusted over with a golden plate. Its 
breadth on each side was a cubit, but the altitude double, 
Upon it was a grate of gold, that was extant above the altar^ 
which had a golden crown that encompassed it round about, 
whereto belonged rings and bars, by which the priests car- 
ried it when they journeyed. Before this tabernacle there 
was reared a brazen altar, but it was within made of wood» 
five cubits by measure on each side, but its height was hot 
three, in like manner adorned with brass plates as bright as 
gold. It had also a brazen hearth of net-work, for the ground 
underneath received the fire from the hearth, because it had 
no basis to receive it. Hard by this altar lay the basons, and 
the vials, and the censers, and the caldrons, made of gold: 
but the other vessels, made for the use of the sacriffces, wer»- 
all of brass. And such was the construction of the tabero^ 
cle ; and these were the vessels thereto belonging. 



CHAP. VII. 

Which were the garments of the Priests, and of the Htgh^Priest: 
concerning the priesthood of Aaron^ with the manner of At 
purifications and sacrifices ; as also concerning the festivals^ 
and hmo each day was then disposed of; with other laics. 

1^ 1. There were peculiar garments appointed for the 
priests, and for all the rest which they call Cahan0ea0 
(priestly] garments, as also for the high-priests, which they 
call Cahanaeae Rahbae, and denote the high-pr1est*s gar* 
ments. Such was, therefore, the habit of the rest But wkeo 
the priest approaches the sacriiices, he purifies himself with 
the purification which the law prescribes ; and in the tot 
place, he puts on that which is called Machanase, whieh 
means somewhat that is fast tied. It is a girdle composed 
of fine twined Tmen, and is put about the privy parte, the 
feet being to be inserted into them in the nature of brceci|e% 
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but above ha]f of it is cut off, and it ends at the thighs, a^d 
is there tied fast. 

2. Over this he wore a linen vestment, made of fine flax 
doubled; it is caUed Cheth9ne, and denotes linen, for we call 
linen by the nam-e of Chtthont, This vestment reaches down 
la the feet, sits close to the body ; and has sleeves that are 
lied fast to the arms : it is girded to the breast a little above 
the elbows, by a girdle often going round, four fingers broad, 
but ^0 loosely woven, that you would think it were the skin 
of a serpent. It is embroidered with flowers of scarlet, and 
purple, and blue,^and fine twined linen, but the warp was no- 
thing bu^fine linen. The beginning of its circumvolution is 
at the breast, and when it has gone often round it is there 
tied, and hangs loosely there down to the ankles ; I mean 
this, all the time the priest is not about any laborious service, 
far in this position it appears in the most agreeable manner 
to the spectators; but when he is obliged to assist at the of- 
fering sacrifices, and to do the appointed seirice, that he may 
not be hindered in his operations by its motion, he throws it 
to the left, and bears it on his shoulder. Moses indeed calls 
this belt Matietk; but we have learned fro,m the Babylonians 
to call \V E.'tiiaj for so it is by them called. This vestment 
has no loose or hollow parts any where in it, but only a nar- 
row aperture about the neck ; and it is tied with certain 
strings hanging down from the edge over the breast and back, 
and is listened above each shoulder: it is called Masm* 
hazanes. 

8. Upon his head he wears a cap, not brought to a conic 
form, nor encircling the whole head, but still covering more 
than the half of it, which is called Masnaeinphthes : and its * 
make is such, that it seems to he a crown, being made of 
thick swathes, but the contexture is of linen ; ajid it i« 
doubled round many times, and sewed together: besides 
which, a piece of ^fine linen covers the wht>k cap from the 
upper part, and reaches down to the forehead^ and hides 
the seams -of the swathes, which would otherwise appear 
indecently ; this adheres closeJy upon the solid part of the 
head, and is hitherto so firmly fixed, that it may not fall 
off during the sacred service about the sacrifices. So we 
have now showed you what is the habit of the generality 
of the priests. 

4. The high-priest is indeed adorned with the same gar- 
*aents that we have described, without abating one, only 
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over these he puta on a vestment of hhie colour. This also 
IS a long robe, reaching to his feet : in our language it is 
called Meeir, and is tied round with a girdle, embroidered 
with the same colours and flowers as the former, with a 
mixture of gold interwovea; to the bottom of which gar- 
ment are hung fringes, in colour like pomegranates, with 
golden * bells, hiy a curious and beautifiil contrivance ; so thaX 
between two bells hang a pomegranate, and between two 
pomegranates a bell. Now this vesture was not composed of 
two pieces, nor was it sewed together upon the shoulders and 
the sides, but it was one long vestment so woven as to have 
an aperture for the neck ; not an oblique one, but parted all 
along the breast and the back. A border also was sewed to 
it, le'st the aperture should look too indecently ; it was also 
parted where the hatids were to come out. 

5. Besides these, the high-priest put on a* third garment, 
which was called the Ephody which resembles the Epomis 
of the Greeks. Its make was after this manner : it was wo- 
ven to the depth of a cubit, of several colours, with gold 
intermixed, and embroidered, but it left the middle of the 
breast uncovered : it was made with sleeves also ; nor did 
it appear to be at all differently made from a short coat. 
But in the void place of this garment there was inserted a 
piece, of the bigness of a span, embroidered with gold, and 
the other colours of the ephod, and is called Essen [the 
Breast-plgitei\ which, in the Greek language, signifies the 
Oracle, This piece exactly filled up the void space in the 
ephod. It is united to it by golden rings at every corner, the 
like rings being annected to the ephod, and a blue ribband 
was made use of to tie them together by those rings ; and 
that the space between the rhigs might not appear empty, 

* The use of these golden bells, at the bottom of t^ high-priest's 
long garment, seems to me to have been this, that by shaking f4» 

farment, at the time of his offering incense in the temple, on the great 
ay of expiation, or at other proper periods of his sacred ministra*^ 
tipDS there, on the great festivals, the people might have notice of 
it, and might fall to their own prsytrs at the time of incense, or other 
proper periods ; and so the whole congregation might at once ofl%^r 
those common prayers jointly with the high-priest himself to the Alf 
»lgbty. See Luc. i. 10. Apoc. viii.3, 4. Nor, probably, istheiatiier 
of Sirach to be otherwise understood, when be says of Aaron, the 
first high-priest, Eccles. xlv. 9. And God encompassed Aaron unth 
pomegranates, and mth many golden bells round about, that as he 
■went there might be a sound, and a noise made, that might be htarS in 
if*p ten^hi f^^ <* msmmal to the children of his people* 
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tbey contrived to fill it up with stitches of blue ribbands. 
There were also two sardonyxes upon the ephod, at the 
shoulders, to fasten it, in the nature of buttons, having each 
end running to the sardonyxes of gold, that they might be 
buttoned by them. On these were engraven the names of 
the SODS of Jacob, in our own country letters, and our own 
tongue, six on each of the stones, on either side ; and the 
elder sons names were on the right shoulder. Twelve stones 
also there were upon the breast-plate, extraordinary in 
largeness and beauty ; and they were an ornament not to 
be purchased by men, because of their immense value. 
These- stones, however, stood in three rows, by four in a 
row, and were inserted into the brjeast-plate itself, and 
they were set in ouches of gold, that were themselves in- 
serted in the breast-plate, and were so made that they 
might not fall out. Now the first three stones were a sar- 
donyx, a topaz, and an emerald. The second row con- 
tained a carbuncle, a jasper, and a sapphire. The first of 
the third row was a ligure, then an amethyst, and the third 
an agate, being the ninth of the whole number. The first 
of 4;he fourth row was a chrysolite, the next was an oynx, 
and then a beryl, which was the last of all. Now the names 
of all those sons of Jacob were engraven in these stones, 
whom we esteem the heads of our tribes, each stone hav- 
ing the honour of a name, in the onder according to 
which they were born. And whereas the rings were too 
weak of themselves to bear the weight of the stones, they 
made two other rings, of a larger size, at the edge of that 
part of the breast-plate which reached the neck, and in- 
serted into the very texture of the breast-plate, to receive 
chains finely wrought, which connected them with golden 
bands to the tops of the shoulders, whose extremity turned 
backwards, and went into the ring, on the prominent back 
part of the ephod ;and this was for the security of the breast- 
plate, that it might not fall out of its place. There was also 
a girdle sewed to the breast-plate, which was the foremen- 
tioned colours, with gold intermixed, which when it had 
gone once round, was tied again upon the seam, and hung 
down. There were also golden loops that admitted its 
fringes at each extremity of the girdle, and included them 
entirely. 

6. The high-priest's mitre was the same that we described 
before, and was wrought like that of all the othej^ priest's; 
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above which there was another, with swathes of blue ei^- 
broidered^ and roand it was a golden crx»wu polished, of 
three rows one above another; out of which arose a cup 
of .gold, which resembled the herb which we call Saccka* 
ruSj but those Greeks that are skilful in botany call it Ht/os- 
cyamus. Now lest any one that has seen this herb, but has 
not been taught its name, and is unacquainted with its na-, 
ture, or having known its name, knows not the herb when 
he sees it, I shall to such give a description of it. This herb 
is oftentimes in tallness above three spans, but its root is 
like that of a turnip, (for h« that should compare it thereto, 
would not be mistaken,) but its leaves are like to the leaver 
of mint. Out of its branches it sends out a calyx, claving 
to the branch, and a coat encompassed it, which it naturally 
puts off when it is changing, in order to produce its fruit* 
This calyx is of the bigness of the bone of the little finger, 
but in the compass of its aperture is like a cup. This I 
will farther describe for the use of those that are unacquaint- 
ed with it. Suppose a sphere be divided into two parts, 
round at the bottom, but having another segment that grows 
.up to a circumference from that bottom : suppose it be- 
come narrower by degrees, and that the cavity of that part 
grow decently smaller, and then gradually grow wider again 
at the brim, such as we see in the navel of a poniegranate, 
with its notches. And indeed auch a coat grows over this 
plant as renders it an hemisphere, and that as one may say, 
turned accurately in a lathe, and having its notches extant 
above it, which, as I said, grow like a pomegranate, only 
that they are sharp, and end in nothing but prickles. Now 
the fruit is preserved by this coat of the calyx, which fvuit 
is 4ike the seed of the herb sideritts ; it sends out a flower 
tlwt may seem to resemble that of poppy. Of this was a 
croun made, as far as from the hinder part of the head to 
each of the temples ; .but this epJdelis, for so this calyx may 
be called, did not cover the forehead, but it was covered 
witii a * goldtn plate, which had inscribed upon it the name 
of God, In sacrtid characters. And such were the ornaments 
of the high-priest. 

• * The reader ought to take notice here, that the very Mor^c ;?«• 
talon or goldtn plate, for the forehead of the Jewish high-ppie«t, was 
ite'f pre.-erved, not only till the day? of Jo epbus, bit of Origen; 
and that its inseriptioii.. Holiness to tke Lord^ was in the Samaritait 
characters. See Antiq, B. via. ch- iii. $ 8. Essay ou the Old Tcst- 
p. 154. and Reland, De Spol. Tei»|»li. p. 132. 
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7. Now here one may wonder at the ill wiH which men 
bear to us, and which they profess to bear on account of 
our despising that Deity which they pretend to honour : for 
if any one do but consider the fabric of the tabernacle, and 
take a view of the garments qf the high-priest, and of those 
vessels which we make use of in our sacred ministration, he 
will find that our legislator was a divine man, and that we 
are unjustly reproached by others*; for if any one do, with- 
out prejudice, and with judgment, look upon these things, 
he will find they were every one made in way of imitation 
and representation of the universe. When Moses distinguish- 
ed the tabernacle into * three parts, and allowed two of them 
to the priests, as a place accessible and common, he denoted 
the land and the sea, these being of general access to all ; 
but he set apart the third division for God, because heaven 
is inaccessible to men. And when he ordered twelve loaves 
to be set on the. table, he denoted the year, as distinguished 
into so many months. By branching out the candlestick into 
seventy parts, he secretly intimated the Decaniy or seventy 
divisions of the planets, and as to the seven lamps upon the 
candlesticks, they referred to' the course of the* planets, of 
which that is the number. The vails too, which were com- 
posed of four things, they declared the four elements : for 
the fine linen was proper to signify the earth, because the 
flax grows out of the earth. ^ The purple signifies the sea, 
because that colour is dy^d by the blood of a sea shell-fish. 
The blue is fit to signify the air ; and the scarlet will natu^ 
rally be an indication of fire. Now the vestment of the 
high-priest being made of linen, signified the earth ; the blue 
denoted the sky, being like lightning in its pomegranates, 
and in the noise of the bells resembling thunder. And for 
the ephod, it showed, that God had made the universe of 
four [elements ;]' and as for the gold interwoven, I suppose 
it related to tiie splendour by which all things are enlighten- 
ed. He also appointed the breast-plate to be placed in the 
middle of the ephod, to reseojible the earth, for that has the 

* When Josephus, both here an4 ch. vi. I 4. suppores the taber- 
nacle to have been parted into three parts, be seems te esteem the 
bare entrance to be a third division, distinct from the holy and tlie 
most holy places ; and this the rather, because in .the temple after- 
ward there was a real distinct th'rd part, which was called the 
Purch^ otherwise Josephus would contradict his own description of 
the tabernacle, which gives us a particulor accouat of no mare than 
two part^. * 
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very middle pluce of the worid. And the girdle which en- 
eompassud the high-priest round, signilled the ocean, for 
that goes round about and includes the universe. Each of 
- the sardonyxes declares to us the sun and the moon, those, 
I mean, that were in the nature of buttons on the high* 
priest's shoulders. And for the twelve stones, whether wc 
understand by them the months, or whether we under- 
stand the like number 6f the signs of that circle which 
the Greeks cull the Zodiac, we shall not be mistaken la 
their meaning. And for the mitre, which was of a blue co- 
lour, it seems to me to mean hestven ; for how otherwise 
could the name of God be inscribed upon it ? That it was 
also illustrated with a drown, and. that of gold also, is be-. 
cause of that splendour with which God is pleased. Let 
this * explication suffice at present, since the course of my 
narration will often, and on many occasions, afford me the 
opportunity of enlarging on the virtue of our legislator. 

CHAP. VIII. 

0/ the priesthood of Aaron, 

^ 1. When what has been described was brought to a 
eonclusion, gifts not being presented, God appeared to Mo- 
ses, and enjoined him to bestow the high-priesthood upon 
Aaron his brother, as upon him that best of them all deserv- 
ed to obtain that honour, on account of his virtue. And 

« This explication of the mystical meaning of the Jewish taber- 
nacle, and its vessels, with the garments of the high-priest, is taken 
out of Philo, and fitted to Gentile philosophical notions. This may 
possibly be forgiven in Jews, greatly versed in heathen learning 
and pliiiosopliy, as Phi'o had ever been, and as Josephus had long 
been, when he wrote these Antiquities* In the mean time, it is i|ot 
to hs doubted, but in their education they mu^t have both learned 
more Jewish interpretations, sucli as we meet with in the epistle of 
Barnabas, in that to the Hebrews, and elsewhere among the old 
Jews. Accord;ngIy, when Josephus wrote his books of the Jewish 
"War, for the use of the Jew.<, ,at which time he was comparatively 
young, and less U5:ed to Gentile books, we find one specimen of such 
a Jewish interpretation; for there (B. vii. ch. v. J 5.) he makes 
the seven branches of the temple candlestick, with their seven lamp^ 
an e nble!U of the seven days of creation and rest, which were here 
emble ns of the seven planets. Nor certainly ought ancient Jew- 
ish e nble.ns to be explained any otherwise, than according to an- 
cient Jewish, and not Gentile notion:. See of the War, B. i. ch. 
atxx:ii. i^3. 
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ivhen he had gathered the jpultjtude together, he gave them 
an aceonnt of Aaron's virtue, and of his good-will to them, 
and of the dangers he had undergone for their sakes. Upon 
which, when they had given testimony to him in all re- 
spects, ai>d had showed their readiness to receive him. Mo- 
sea said to them, *' O you Israelites, this work is already 
brought to a conclusion, in a manner most acceptable tef 
God, and according to our abilities. And now since you see 
that he is received into this tabernacle, we shall first of all 
stand in need of one that may ofHciatie for us, and niay mi- 
nister to the sacrifices, and to the* prayers that are to be put 
up for us. And indeed had the inquiry qfter such a person 
been left to me, I should have thought myself worthy of this 
honour, both because all men are naturally fond of th/em- 
selves, and because I am conscious to myself, thdt I have 
taken a great deal of pains for your deliverance : but now 
God himself has determined that Aaron is worthy of this 
honour, and has chosen him for his priest, as knowing him 
to be the most righteous person among you : so that he is 
'to put on the vestments which, are consecrated to God ; he 
is to have the care of the altars, and to make provision for 
the sacrifices; and he it is that must put up prayers for you 
to God, who will readily hear them, not only because, he is 
himself solicitous for your nation, but also because he will 
receive them as offered by one that he hath himself thosen 
to this office,"* The Hebrews were pleased with what was 
said, and they gave their approbation to him whom God had 
. ordained ; for -^ron was of them all the most deserving of 
this honour, on a*ccount of his own stock and gift of prophe- 
cy, and his broUier's virtue. He had at that time four sons, 
Nadab, Abihu, 9^^zar, and Ithamar. 

3. Now Moses commanded them to make use of all the 
utensila which were moxe than were necessary to the struc- 
ture of the tabernacle, for covering the tabernacle itself, the 
candlestick, and altar of incense, and the other vessels, that 
they might not be at all hurt when they journeyed, either 

* It is well worth our ob?crvatk)n, that the two principal qaali- 
fications required in this section, for the constlttttion of the first 
high-pne?t, viz. that he sbouid have an excellent character for vir- 
tuous and good actions ; a also that he should have the approbation 
of the people, are here noted by Jo'-ephus, even where the nomina- 
tion belonged to God himself, which arc the very same qualircHtions 
which *he Thrrstian elig on req'-ires .n the choice of Christian bi- 
shop^, pri<^sty. and deacons,, as the Apostolical Constitutioos inform, 
ns, B. ii* ch. iii. 
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^j; tlie rain, or by the rising of the dust. And ^hen be baA 
gathered the multitude together again, he ordained that 
they should offer half a shekel for every man as an oblatita 
to God ; which shekel is a piece among the Hebrews, boA 
is equal to * four Athenian drachmae. Whereupon tb^ 
readily obeyed what Moses had commanded ; and the num*^ 
ber of the offerers was six hundred and five thousand, five 
hundred and fifty. Now this money that was brought by 
the men that were free, was given by such as were above 
twenty years old, but under fifty; and what was collected 
was spent in the uses of the taberpacle. 

3. Mosds now purified the tabernacle, and the priesti^ 
which purification was performed after the following amh 
ner : he commanded them to take five hundred shekel tT 
choice myrrh, an equal quantity of cassia, and half the toe- 
going weight of cinnamon and calamus, (this last is a sort 
of sweet spice,) to beat them small, and wet them wit^ tit 
bin of oil of olives, (an bin is our own country measure, aaf 
contains two Athenian choas or conguises,) then mix them 
together, and boil them, and prepare them after the art of 
the apothecary, and make them into a very sweet ointmeof ; 
and afterward to take it to anoint and to purify the priesfs 
themselves, and all the tabernacle, as also the sacrifices. 
There were also many, and those of various kinds of swed 
spice^ that belonged to the tabernacle, and such as were ef 
very great price, and were brought to the golden altar of li- 
cense *, whose nature I do not now describe, lest it ^ould 
be troublesome to my readers. But f incense was to be o(» 
fered twice a^day, both before sun-rising and at sun-settinf. 
They were also to keep oil already purified for the lamps |t 

* This weight and value of the Jewish sbekelfln the days of Jb- 
sephus, equal to about 2s. IQd. fterling, is by the learned Jews owe* 
ed to be one fifth larger than were their^oid shekels ; whieh deierai* 
nation agrees perfectly Witli the remaining shekels that have.Saiee- 
ritan inscriptions, coined generally by Simon the Maccabee, abMt 
220 years before Josephus published his Antiquities, which nei^r 
weigh more than ^s. 4d. halfpenny, and commonly but 28. 4d« fi^ 
thing. See Reland, De Nummis Samaritanorum, p. 188. 

t This incense was here offered, according to Josepbus's opiolMH 
before sun-ruiing, and at sun-setting. But in the days of Pootp^* 
according to the same Josephus, the sacrifices ^were offered ift ^ 
morning, and at the ninth hour. Ant<q. B. xivrcb. iv. ^ S. 

J Hence we may cor; ect the opin--on<! of the modern Rabbins, leie 
say, that only one of ti;e seven lamps burned in the day-time,.wbeit» 
as our Joeepbus, aa eye-witness, says there wer« tbi^.^. 
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three of which were to give light all day long, upon thfe 
sacred candlestick, before God, and the rest were to be 
lighted at the evening. 

4. NoAV all Avas finished, Besaleel and Aholiah appeared 
to be the most skilful of the workmen; for they invented 
finer works than what others had done before them, and were 
of great abilities to gain notions of what they were formerly 
ignorant of; and of these Besaleel was judged to be the besc. 
Now the whole time they were about this work was the in- 
terval of seven months ; and after this it was that was ended 
the first year since their departure out of Egypt. But at the 
beginning of the second year, on the month Xanthicus, as 
the Macedonians call it, but on the month Nisan, as the He- 
brews callJt, on the new moon, they consecrated the taber- 
nacle, and all its vessels, which I have already described. 

5. Now God showed himself pleased with the work of the 
Hebrews, and did not permit their labours to be in vain ; 
nor did he disdain to make use of what they had made, biit 
he came and sojourned with them, and pitched his taberna- 
cle in the holy house. And in the following manner did he 
come to it : the sky was clear, but there was a mist ovfer the 
tabernacle only, encompassing it, but not with such a very 
deep and thick cloud as is seen in the winter season, nor yet 
in so thin an one as men might be able to discern any thing 
through it ; but from it there dropped a sweet dew, and 
such as showed the presence of God to those that desired 
and believed it. 

6. Now when Moses had bestowed such honorary presents 
on the workmen, as it was fit they should receive, who had 
wrought so well, he offered sacrifices in the open court of 
the tabernacle, as Go^ commanded him, a bull, a ram, and a 
kid of the goats, for a sin-offering. Now I shalh speak of 
what we do in our sacred offices, in my discourse about sa- 
crifice ; and therein shall inform men in what cases Moses 
bid us offer a whole burnt-offering, and in what cases the law 
permits us to partake of them as of food. And when Moses 
had sprinkled Aaron's vestments himself, and his sons, with 
the blood of the beasts thaVwere slain, and had purified them 
with spring Waters and ointment, they became God*s priests. 
After this manner did he consecrate them, and tjieir gar- 
ments, for seven days together. The same he did to the ta- 
bernacle, and the vessels thereto belonging, both with oil first 
incensed, as I said, and with the blood of biiUff, and of rams, 

VoU I, u 
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^ain day by day one, according to itil kind. Bat on the eighth 
day he appointed a feast for the people, and commanded 
them to offer sacrifice according to their ability. Accord- 
ingly, they contended one with another, and were ambitious 
to exceed each other in the sacrifices which they brought, 
and so fulfilled Moses's injunctions. But as the sacrifices lay 
upon the altar, a sudden fire was kindled from among them, 
of its own accord, and appeared to the sight like fire from a 
fiash of lightning, and consumed whatsoever was upon the 
altar. 

7. Hereupon an affliction befell Aaron, considered as a man 
and a father, but was undergone by him with true fortitude ; 
for he had indeed a firmness of soul in such accidents, and 
he thought this calamity came upon^him according to God's 
will : for whereas he had four sons, as I said before, the two 
elder of them, Nadab and Abihu, did not bring diose sacri- 
fices which Moses bade them bring, but which they used to 
offer formerly, and were bnmt to death. Now when the fire 
rushed upon them, and began to bum them, nobody could 
quench it. Accordingly, they died in this manner. And 
Moses bid their i\\ther, and their brethren, to take up their 
bodies, to carry them out of the camp, and to bury them 
magnificently. Now the multitude lamented them, and were 
deeply affected at this their death, which so unexpectedly 
befell them. But Moses entreated their brethren, and th^ir 
father, not to be troubled for them, and to prefer their ho- 
nour of God before their grief about them ; for Aaron had 
already put on his sacred garments. 

8. But Moses refused all that honour which he saw tbe 
multitude ready to bestow upon him, and attended to no- 
thing else but to the service of God. ' He went no more up 
to Mount Sinai ; but he went into the tabernacle, and brought 
back answers to God for what he prayed for. His habit was 
also that of a private man ; and in all other circumstances 
he behaved himself like one of the common people, and was 
desirous to appear without distinguishing himself from the 
multitude, but would have it known tb^t he did nothing else 
but take care of them. He alsaset down in writing the form 
of their government, and those laws, by obedience whereto 
they would lead their lives so as to please God, and so as to 
have no quarrels among one another. However, the laws he 
ordained were such as God suggested to him : bo I shall now 
discourse concerning that /orm of govemment, and those laws. 

* . . . 
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9. I will now treat of what I before omitted, the garment 
of the high priest: for he [Moses] left no room for the evil 
practices of [false] prophets ; but if some of that sort should 
attempt to abuse the divine authority, he * left it to God to 
be present at his sacrifices when he pleased, and when he 
pleased to be absent. And he was willing this should be 
known, not to the Hebrews only, but to those foreigners also 
who were there. For as to those stones f which we told you 

* Of this strange expression, that Moset Itfl U to God to be present 
«/ his 80erific€S when he pleaded, and when he pleased to be absent, see the 
note on B. ii. against Apion, $ 16. vol. vi. 

t Tbese answers by the oracle of Vrim and Thvmmim^ which wonls 
Fignify light and perfection^ or, as the Feptaagint render them, rtnla" 
turn and truth, and denote nothing further, that I see, but the shining 
. «tones themselves, which were used iu this method of iUuminalion, in 
revealiniT the will of God, after a per/eel and trixe manner, to U\$ pen- 
pie Israel, I say, these answers were not made by the hhining nf (lib 
prtcious stones, after an awkward manner, in the high-priest'tt bl*en»i^ 
plate, as the modern Rabbins vainly suppose ; for certainly the shining 
of the stones might precede or accompany the oracle, witliout itself ' 
delivering that oracle, (.^ee Antiquities, B. vi. ph. vi. M. ) but ra- 
ther by an audible voice from the mercy-seat between the chcruidms. 
^e Prideau's Connect, at the year 5Si, This oracle had been silent, 
ns Josephus here informs us, two hundred years before.be wrote his 
Antiquities, or ever since the days of the last good high-priest of the 
Maccabees, John Hyrcanus. N^w, it is here very well worth our ob- 
servation, that the oracle before us was that, by which God appeared to 
be present with, and gave directions to his people Israel as their king, 
all the while they submitted to him in that capacity ; and did not set 
over them such independent kings as governed according to their own 
will and political maxims, instead of divine direettons. Accordingly^ 
we meet with this oracle, (besides angelic aed prophetic admonitions,) 
all along from the days of Moses and Jofihua to the anointing of Saul, 
the first of the succession of kings. Numb, xxvii. 21. Jos. Vi. 6. &•<•. 
xix.50. Judges i. 1. xviii. 4, 5, 6.30, 31. xx. 18.23. 26, 27,28.xxi. I, 
&c. 1 Sam. 17, 18. iil.fpcr /o/. iv. ;i«r/o^ nay, till SauPs rejection of 
the divine commands in the war with Amalek, when he took upon him 
to act as he thought fit, 1 Sam. xiv. 3. 18, 19. 36, 37. then this oracle 
left Saul entirely, (which indeed he had seldom consulted before, I Sam. 
xiv. S5. 1 Chron. x. 14. xiii. 3. Antiquities, B. vii.ch. iv. i 2.) ami 
* accompanied Bavid, who was anointed to succeed hhn, and who con- 
sulted God by it frequently, and complied with its directions constant- 
ly, 1 Sam. xiv. ST. 41. xv. 26. xxii. 13. 15. xxiii. 9, 10. xxx. 7, 8. 18. 
2 Sfam. ii. 1, V. IS. 23. xxi. 1 xxiii. 14. 1 Chron. xix. 10. 14. Antiq. B. 
vi. c. xii. { 5. Saul, indeed, long after bis rejection by G<h\, and 
when God had given him up to destruction for his disoliedience, did 
once afterwards endeavour to consult God when it was too late ; but 
God would not then answer him, neither by dreams^ nor by uriniy nor by 
V^ophelSy 1 Sam. xxviii. 6. Nor did any of l>avid*8 successors, the kinj^s 
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before, the high-priest bare on his shoulders, which were 
sardonyxes, (and I think it needless to describe their nature, 

of Judab, ibat we know of, consult God bv this oracle, till the irery 
Babylonish captivity itself, when those kings were at an end, tliey 
taking upon tbeio, I suppose, too much of despotic power and royalty, 
nnd too little owning the God of Israel for the supreme King of Israel, 
though a few of them consulted the prophets sometimes, and were an- 
swered by them. At the return of the two tribes, without the return 
of kingly eovemmeot, the restoration of this oracle was expected, Neh. 
vii. 63, 1 Isd. V. 40. 1 Mace. iv. 46. xiv. 11. And indeed it raay seem 
10 bare been restored for some time after the Babylonish captivity, at 
least in the days of that excellent bigh'priest John Hyrcanus, whom 
Josephus esteemed as a king, a priest, and a prophet; and who, be 
hays, foretold several things that came to pass accordingly : but about 
the time of his death here implies, that this orade ceased quite, and 
not before* The followinghigh-priests now putting diadems on their 
heads, and ruling accoixling to their own will, and by their own au- 
thority, like the other kings of the Pagan countries about them; so that 
while the God of Israel was allowed to be the supreme King of Israel, 
and his directions to be their authentic guides, God gave them »uch 
directions, as their supreme King and Governor ; and tiiey were pro- 
perly under a theocracy, by this oracle of Urim, but no longer, (see 
i)r. Bernard's notes here,) though I confess I cannot but esteem the 
lljjh-prifst Jaddus's divine dream. Antiquities, B. xi. ch. viii. i 4. 
and the high-priest CniphasV rao«t remarkable prophecy, John xi. 47. 
M. as two small remains or spedraensof this ancient oracle, whioli 
;»roperly belonged to the Jewish high-priest : nor perhaps ouglit we 
( (itireiy to forget that eminent prophetic dream of our Josepbus hiin- 
helf, (one next to an high-priest, as of the family of the Asnionceans 
ur Maccabees,) a^ to the succession of Vespasian and Titus to the Ko- 
nian empire, and that in the days of Nero, and before either Galba, 
Otbo. or Vitellius, were thought of to succeed him. Of the war, B. iii. 
ch. viii. i 9. vol. v. 'J'his, I think, may well be looked upon as tlie very 
last instance of any thing like the prophetic Urim an^ong the Jcwbh 
nation, and just preceded their fatal desolation: but how it could pos- 
sibly come to pass, that such great men as Sir John Marsham and Dr. 
Spenser, should imagine that this oracle of Urim and Thianmim, with 
other practices as old or older than the law of Moses, shnliid have been 
ordained in imitation of somewhat like them among the ligyptiaos, 
which we never heard of till the days of Diodorus Siculus, JEUan, and 
Maimonides, or little earlier than the christian era at the highest, is 
almost unaccountable ; while the main business of the law of Moses 
was evidently to preserve the Israelites from the idolatrous and super- 
stitious practices of the 4ieighbou ring Pagan nations; and while it it. 
so undeniable, that the evidence for the great antiquity of tlie law of 
Mpses is incomparably beyond that for the like or greater antiquity of 
€uch customs in Egypt, or other nations, which indeed is generally 
none at all, it is most absurd to derive any of Moseses laws from tlie 
imitation of those heathen practices. Such hypothesis demonstrate to 
us how lar inclination can prevail ovei evidence, in even some of' the 
most learned part of mankind. 
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they being known to every body ;) the one of them shined 
out when God was present at their sacrifices, I mean that 
Avhich was in the nature of a button on his right shoulder, 
bright rays darting out thence, and being seen even by those 
that were most remote ; which splendour yet Avas not before 
natural to the stone. This has appeared a wonderful thing 
to such as have not so far indulged themselves in philosophy, 
as to despise divine revelation. Yet will I mention what is 
still more wonderful than this: for God declared before- 
hand, by those twelve stones which the high-priest bare on 
his breast, and which were inserted into his breast- plate, 
vr&en they should be viciOrious in battle; for so great a 
splendour shone forth from them before the army began to 
march, that all the people were sensible of God's being pre- 
sent for their assistance. Whence it came to pass that those 
Greeks, who had a veneration for our laws, because they 
could not possibly contradict this, called their breast-plate the 
Oracle* Now this breast-plate, and this sardonyx, 'left off 
shining t*v6 hundred years before I composed this book, God 
having been displeased at the transgression of his laws. Of 
which things we shall further discourse on a fitter opportuni- 
ty ; but I will now go on with my proposed narration. 

10. The tabernacle being now consecrated, and a regular 
order being settled for the priests, the multitude judged that 
God now dwelt among them, and betook themselves to sacri- 
fices, and praises to God, as being now delivered from all ex- 
pectation of evils, and as entertaining an hopeful prospect of 
better times hereafter. They offered also gifts.to God, some 
as common to the whole nation, and others as peculiar to 
themselves, and these tribe by tribe ; for the heads of the 
tribes combined together, two by two, and brought a wagon 
and a yoke of oxen. These amounted to six, and they car- 
ried the tabernacle when they journeyed. Besides which, 
every head of a tjribe brought a bowl, and a charger, and a 
spoon of ten darics, full of incense. Now the charger and 
the bowl were of silver; and together they weighed two 
hundred shekels, but the bowl cost.no more than sevt^nty 
shekels ; and these were full of fine flour mingled with oil, 
such as they used on the altar about the sacrifices. They 
brought also a young bullock, and a ram, with a lamb of a 
year old, for a whole burnt-offering; as ajso a goat, for the 
forgiveness of sins. Every one of the heads of the tribes 
brought also other sacrifices, called Peace-offerings^ for every 

V 2 
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day two bulls, and five rams, with lambs of a year old, and 
kids of the goats. These heads of tribes were twelve days 
in sacrificing, one sacrificing every day. Now Moses went 
no longer up to mount Sinai, but went into the tabernacle, 
end learned of God what they were to do, and what laws 
should be made ; which laws were preferable to what had 
been devised by human understanding, and proved to be 
firmly observed for all time to come, as being believed to be 
the gift of God : insomuch, that the Hebrews did not trans- 
gress any of those laws, either as tempted in times of peace 
by luxury, or in times of war by distress of affairs. But I say 
no more here concerning them, because I have resohred to 
compose another work concerning our laws. 



CHAP. IX. 

Tht nature of our offering sacrifices. 

^ 1. I will now, however, make mention of a few of our 
laws, which l>elong to purifications, and the like sa^^d offices, 
»ince I am accidentally come to this matter of sacrifices. 
These sacrifices were of two sorts : of those sorts one was 
offered for private persons, and the other for the people ia 
genera! ; and they are done in two different ways : in the one 
case what is slain is burnt, as a whole burnt-ofiering, whence 
that name is given to it : t>ut the other is a thank-offering, 
and is designed for feasting those that sacrifice. I will spea^ 
of the former. Suppose a private man offer a bumt-offeriog, 
he must slay either a bull, a lamb, or a kid of the goats, and 
the two latter of the first year, though of bulls, he is permit- 
ted to sacrifice those of a greater age ; but all burnt-offerings 
are to be of males. When they are slain, the priests sprinkte 
the blood round about the altar ; they then cleanse the bodies, 
and divide Aem into parts, and salt them with salt, and lay 
them upon me altar, while the pieces ef wood are piled one 
upon another, and the fire is burning : they next cleanse the 
feet of the sacrifices, and the inwards, in an accurate manner, 
and so lay them to the rest to be purged by the fire, while 
ihe priests receive the hides. Thh is the way of offering a 
burnt-offering. 

2. But those that offer thank-offerings, do indeed sacrifice 
the same creatures, but such as are unblemished, and above 
i^ year old ; h^owever, they may take cither males or femalcr. 
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They also sprinkle the altaF with their blood ; but they lay 
upon the altar the kidneys, and the caul, and ail the fat, and 
the lob« of the liver, together with the rump of the lanab ; 
tlien giving the breast and the right shoulder to tlie priests, 
the offerers feast upon the remainder of the flesh for two 
days ; and what remains they burn. 

S. The sacrifices for sins are offered in the same manner 
as is t^e thank*offering. But those who are unable to pur- 
chase complete sacrifices, offer two pigeons, or turtle-doves ; 
the one of which is made a burnt-offering to, God, the other 
they give as food for the priests. But we shall treat more 
accurately about the oblation of these creatures in our dis- 
course concerning sacrifices. But if a person fall into sin by 
ignorance, he offers an ewe lamb, or female kid of the goats^ 
after the same age ;, and the priests sprinkle the blood at the 
altar, not aifter the foimer manner, but at tlie corners of it. 
They also bring the kidneys, and the rest of the fat, together 
with the lobe of the liver, to the altar, while the priests bear 
away the hides and the flesh, and spend it in the holy place . 
* on thp same day ; for the law does not permit them to leave 
off until the morning. But if any one sin, and is conscious 
of it himself, but hath nobody that can prove it upon him, he 
offers a ram, the law enjoining him so to do ; the flesh of 
which the priests eat, as before, in the holy place on the same . 
day. And if the rulers offer sacrifices for their sins, they 
bring the sai^e oblations that private men do ; only they so 
far differ, that they are to bring for sacrifices a bull, or a kid 
of the goats, both males. 

4. Now the law requires, both in private and public sacri- 
fices, that the finest flour be also brought ; for a lamb the 
measure of one tenth deal ; for a ram two ; and for a bull three. 
This they consecrate on the altar, when it is mingled with oil ; 
for oil is also brought by those that sacrifice; for a bull the 
half of an bin, and for a ram a third part of the same mea* 

* What Rcland well observes here, out of Josephos, as compared 
■with the law of Moses, Levit. vii. 15. (that the eating of the sacri- 
fice the same day it was offered, seems to mean only before the morn- 
ing of the^ext, althongh the latter part, i. e. the night, be in strict- 
ness part of the next day, according to the Jewish reckoning,) is 
greatly to be observed upon other occasions al^o. The Jewish maiim, 
ill such cares, it seems, is this, that the day goa before the night ; and 
this appears to me to be the language both of the old and new testa- 
tnent See also the note on Antic}. B. iv. ch. iv.** 4. and Relaad's 
aote on B. iv. ch. viii. i «8. 

, ' Digitized by VjOOQIC 



23» ANTIQ,UITIES Book m. 

sure, and one quarter of it for a lamb. This hin Is an ancient 
Hebrew measure, and is equivalent to two Athenian choas or 
[conguises.] They bring the same quantity of oil which they 
tU) of wine, and they pour the wine about the altar; but if any 
one does not offer a complete sacrifice of animals, but brings 
fine flour only for a row, he throws an handful upon the altar as 
its first fruits, while the priests take the rest for their food, 
either boiled or mingled with oil, but made into cakes of bread. 
But whatsoever it be that a priest himself offers, it must of ne- 
cessity be all burnt Now the law forbids us to sacrifice any 
^nimcd at the same time with its dam ; and in other cases not 
till the eighth day after its birth. Other sacrifices there are alsa 
appointed for escaping distempers, or for other occasions, in 
which meat-offerings are consumed, together with the ani- 
mals that are sacrificed ; of which it is not lawflil to leave 
any part till the next day, only the priests are to take their 
own share. 



CHAP. X. 

Conterning the FesHvcUs ; and how each day of such festival 
is to he observed, 

. ^ 1. The law requires, that out of the public expenses a 
lamb of the first year, killed every day, at the beginning and 
. at the ending of the day ; but on the seventh day, which Is 
called the Sa^baihy they kill two, and sacrifice them in the 
same manner. At the new moon, they both perform the 
daily sacrifices, and slay two bulls, witli seven lambs of the 
first year, and a kid of the goats also, for the expiation of 
sins; that is, if they have sinned through ignorance.. 

. 2. But on the seventh month, which, the Macedonians call 
HyperberetaeitSj they make an addition to those already men- 
tioned, and sacrifice a bull, a ram, and seven lambs, and a 
kid of the goats, for sins. 

3. On the tenth day of the same lunar month, they fast 
till the evening ; and this day they sacnfice a bull, and two 
rams, and seven lambs, and a kid of the goats, for sins. And 
besides these, they bring two kids of the goats ; the one of 
which is sent alive out of the limits of the camp into the wil- 
derness for the*8cape goat, and to be an expiation for the tins 
of the whole multitude ; but the other is brought into a place 
of great cleanness, within the limits of the camp, and is there 
burnt, with its skin, without any sort of cleansing. With this 
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goat was burnt a bull, not brought by the people, but by the 
liigb-priest, at his own ch2u*ges ; which, when it was slain, he 
brought of the blood into the holy place, together with the 
blood of the kid of the goats, and sprinkled the ceiling with 
his finger seven times, as also its pavement, and again as often- 
toward the [most] holy place, and about the golden altar: 
he also at last brings it into the open court, and sprinkles it 
about the great altar. Besides this, they set the extremities, 
and the kidneys, and the fat, with the lobe of the liver, upon 
the altar. The high-priest likewise presents a ram to 0od 
as a burnt-offering. 

4. Upon the fifteenth day of the same montb, when the 
season of the^ear is changing for winter, the law enjoins 
us to pitch tabernacles in every one of our houses, so that 
we preserve ourselves from the cold of that time of the 
year : as also, that when we shall arrive at our own country, 
and come to tliat city that we should have then for our me- 
tropolis, because of the temple therein to be built, and keep 
a festival for eight days, and offer burnt-offerings, and sacri- 
fice thank-offerings, that we should then carry in our hands 
a branch of myrtle, and willow, and a bough of the palm- 
tree, with the addition of the pomecitron. That the burnt- 
offering on the first of those days was to be a sacritice of 
thirteen bulls, and fourteen lambs, and fifteen rams, with the 
addition of a kid of the goats, as an expiation for sins: and 
en the following days the same number of lambs, and of 
rams, with the kids of the goats ; but abating one of the bulls 
every day, till they amounted to seven only. On the eighth 
day all work was laid aside, and then, as we said before, 
they sacrificed to God a bullock, a ram, and seven lambs, 
with a kid of the goats, for an expiation of sins. And this 
is the accustomed solemnity of the Hebrews, when they 
pitch their tabernacles. 

&. In the month of Xanthicus, which is by ns called Ni- 
san, and is the beginning of our year, in the fourteenth day 
of the lunar month, when the sun is in Aries, (for on this 
month it was that we were delivered from bondage under 
the Egyptians,) the law ordained that we should every year 
slay that sacrifice which I before told you we slew when we 
came out of Egypt, and which we called the Passover : and 
so do we celebrate this passover in companies, leaving no- 
thing of what we sacrifice till the day following. The feast 
of unleavened bread succeeds that of the passover, and falls 
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on the fifteenth day of the month, and continues seven days, 
wherein they feed on unleavened bread ; on every one of 
which days two bulls are killed, smd one ram, and seven 
lambs. Now these lambs are entirely burnt, besides the 
kid of the goats, which is added to all the rest, for sins ; 
for it is intended as a feast for the priest on €very one of 
those days. But on the second day of unleavened bread, 
which is the sixteenth day of the monfli, they first partake 
of the fruits of tlie earth, for before that day they do not 
touch them. And while they suppose it proper to honour 
God, from whom they obtain this plentiful provision, in 
the first place, they offer the first fruits of their barley, and 
that in the manner following. They take an handful of 
the ears, and dry them, then beat them small, and purge 
the barley from the bran ; they then bring one tenth deal 
to the altar, to God ; and casting one handful of it upon the 
fire, they leave the rest for the use of the priests. And after 
this it is that they may publicly or privately reap their har- 
vest. They also, at this participation of the fruits of the 
earth, sacrifice a lamb as a burnt-offering to God. 

6. When a week of weeks has passed over after this sa- 
crifice, (which weeks contain forty-nine days,) on the fif- 
teenth day, which is Pentecost, but is called by the Hebrews 
Asartha, which signifies Pentecost, they bring to God a loaf, 
made of wheat flour, of two tenth deals, with leaven ; and 
for sacrifices they bring two lambs ; and when they have 
only presented them to God, they are made ready for sap- 
per for the priests ; nor is it permitted to leave any thing of 
them till the day following. They also slay three bullocks 
for a burnt-offering, and two rams ; and fourteen lambs, with 
two kids of the goats for sins; nor is there any one of the 
festivals but in it they offer burnt-offerings; they also allow 
themselves to rest on every one of them. Accordingly, the 
law prescribes in them ail what kinds they are to sacrifice; 
and how they are to rest entirely, and must slay sacrifices, 
in order to feast upon them. 

7. However, out of the common charges baked bread 
[was set on the table of shew-bread,] without leaven, of 
twenty-four tenth deals of flour, for so much is spent upon 
this bread : two heaps of these were baked ; they were taken 
the day before the Sabbath, but were brought into the holy 
place on the. morning of the Sabbath, and set upon the holy 
table, six on an heap, one loaf still standing over against 

Digitized by V^OOQIC 



Chap. XL OF THE JEWS. ^9B 

another ; where two golden cups full of frankincense were 
also set upon them, and there they remained till another 
Sabbath, and then other loaves were brought in their stead, 
while, the loaves were given to the priests for their food, 
and the frankincense was burnt in that sacred fire wherein 
all their olTerings were burnt also ; and so other frankincense 
was set upon the loaves instead of what was there before. 
The [high] priest also, of his own charges, offered a sacrifice, 
and that twice every day. It was made of flour, mingled 
with oil, and gently baked by the fire ; the quantity was one 
tenth deal of flour : he brought the half of it to the fire in 
the morning, and the other half at night. The account of 
these sacrifices I shall give more accurately hereafter; but I 
think I have premised what for the present may be suflicient 
concerning them. 



CHAP. XL 

Of the purifications. 

\ 1. MosES took out the tribe of Levi from communi* 
bating with the rest of the people, and set them apart to be 
an holy tribe ; and pjurified them by water, taken from per- 
petual springs, and with such sacrifices as were usually ofi*ered 
to God on the like occasions. He delivered to them also 
the tabernacle, and the sacred vessels, and the other curtaioi 
which were made for covering the tabernacle, that they 
might minister under the conduct of the priests, who had al- 
ready been consecrated to God. 

£. He also determined concerning animals ; which of them 
might be used for food, and which they were obliged to ab- 
stain from: which matters, when this work shall give me 
occasion, shall be farther explained ; and the causes shall be 
added, by which he was moved to allot some of them to be 
our food, and enjoined us to abstain from others. However, 
he entireljF forbade us the use of blood for food, and esteem- 
ed it to contain the soul and spirit. He also forbade us to 
eat the flesh of an animal that died of itself; as also the caul, 
and the fat of goats^ and sheep, and bulls. 

3. He also ordered, that those whose bodies were afflicted * 
with leprosy, and that had a gonorrhoea, should not come 
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into the * city : nay, he removed the women when they had 
their natural purgations, till the serenth day ; after which he 
looked on them as pure, and permitted them to come io 
again. The law permits those also who have taken care of 
funerals to come in after the same manner, when this num- 
ber of days is oyer; but if any continued longer than that 
number of days in a state of pollution, the law appointed the 
offering of two lambs for a sacri&ce ; the one of which they 
are to purge by the fire, and for the other the priests take it 
for themselves. In the same manner do those sacrifice who 
have had the gonorrhoea. But he that sheds his seed in his 
sleep, if he goes down into cold water, he has the same pri- 
vilege with those that have lawfully accompanied with their 
wives. And for the lepers, he suffered them not to come 
into the city at all, nor to live with any others, as if they 
were in effect dead persons ; but if any one had obtained, by 
prayer to God, the recovery froni that distemper, and had 
gained a healthful complexion again, such an one returned 
thariks .to God, with several sorts of sacrifices : concermng 
which we will speak hereafter. 

4. Whence one cannot but smile at those who say, that 
Moses was himself afHicted with leprosy, when he fled OHt 
of Egypt ; and that he became the conductor of those who 
on that account left that country, and led them into the 
land of Canaan: for had this been true, Moses would not 
have made these laws to his own dishonour^ which indeed 
it was more likely he would have opposed, if others had 
endeavoured to introduce them ; and this the rather, be- 
cause there are lepers in many nations, who yet are in ho; 
nour, and not only free from reproach and avoidance, but 
who have been great captains of armies, and been intrusted 
with high offices in the commonwealth; and have had the 
privilege of entering into holy places and temples: so that 
nothing hindered, but if either Moses himself, or the multi- 
tude that was with him, had been liable to such a misfor- 
tune, in the colour of his skin, he might have made lairs 
about them for their credit and advantage, and have laid no 
manner of difficulty upon them. Accordingly* it is a plain 
case, that it is out of violent prejudice only that they report 

* We may here note, that Jopephus frequently calls the carap the 
City, and the court of the Mosaic tabernacle a Temple, and the ta- 
bernacle itself an Holy House, with allusion to the latter city, (em- 
ple^ and hvly houie, which he knew so well afterwards. 
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these things about tis. But Moses was pure from any such 
distemper ; and lived with countrymen who were pure of it 
also, and thence made the laws which concerned others that 
had the distemper. He did this for the honour of God. But 
as to these matters, let every one consider them after what 
manner he pleases. 

5. As to the women, when they have born a child, Moses 
forbade them to come into the temple, or touch the sacri- 
ilces, before forty days were over, supposing it to he a boy ; 
but if she hath born a girl, the law is that she cannot be 
admitted before twice that number of days be over. And 
when after the before-mentioned time appointed for them, 
they perform their sacrifices, the priests distribute them be- 
fore God. 

6. But if any one suspect that his wife has been guilty of 
adultery^ he was to bring a tenth deal of barley flour : they 
theu cast one handful to God, and gave the rest of it to the 
priests for food. One of the priests set the woman at the 
gates tliat are turned towards the temple, and took the vail 
from her head, andVrote the name of God in parchment, 
and enjoined her to swear that she had not at all injured her 
husband ; and to wish that if she had violated her chastity, 
her right thigh might be put out of joint, that her belly 
might swell, and that she might die thus : but that if her 
husband, by the violence of his affection, and of the jealousy 
which arose from it, had been rashly moved to this suspicion, 
that she might bear a male child on the tenth month. Now 
when these oaths were over, the priest wiped the name of 
God out of the parchment, and wrung the water into a vial. 
He also took some dust out of the temple, if any happened 
to be there, and put a little of it into a vial, and gave it her 
to drink ; whereon the woman, if she were unjustly accused, 
conceived with child, and brought it to perfection in her 
womb : but if she had broken her faith of wedlock to her 

.husband, and had sworn falsely before God, she died in a 
reproachful manner ; her thigh fell off from her, and her 
belly swelled with a dropsy. And these are the ceremonies 
about sacrifices, and about the purifications thereto belong- 
ing, which Moses provided for his countrymen. He also 
prescribed the following laws to them. 

VoLI. X 
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CHAP. XIL 

Several Latos, 

5^ 1. As for adultery, Moses forbade it entirely, as esteem- 
ing it an happy thing that men should be wise in the al&ir» 
of wedlock ; and that it was profitable both to cities and 
families, that children should be known to be genuine. He 
also abhorred men's lying with their mothers, as one of the 
greatest crimes ; and the like for lying with their father's 
wife, and with aunts, and sisters, and sons' wives^ as all in- 
stances oif abominable wickedness. He also forbade a man 
to lie with a wife when she was defiled by her natural pur- 
gation ; and not to come near brute beasts, nor to approve 
of the lying with a male, which was to hunt after unlawful 
pleasures on account of beauty. To those who were guilty 
of such insolent behaviour, he ordained death for their 
punishment. 

2. As for the priests, he prescribec^ to them * a double 
degree of purity ; for he restrjiined them in the instances 
above, and, moreover, forbade them to marry harlots. He 
also forbade them to marry a slave, or a captive, and such 
as got their living by cheating trades, and by keeping inns : 
as also a woman parted from her husband on any occasion 
whatsoever. Nay, he did not think it proper for the high- 
■priest to marry even the widow of one that was dead, though 
lie allowed that to the priests, but he permitted him only 
to marry a virgin, and to retain her. Whence it is that the 
higi-priest is not to come near to one that is dead, though 
the rest are not prohibited from coming n^ar to their bre- 
thren, or parents, or children, when they at-e dead, but they 
are to be imblcmiahed in all respects. He ordered that the 
priests, who had any blemish, should have his portion indejsd 
among the priests, but he forbade him to ascend the altar, 
or to enter into the holy house. He also enjoined them not 
only to observe purity in their sacred ministrations, but in 
their daily convei'sation, that it might be unblameable also. 

* These words of .To«-ephus*s are reiiaarkable, that the lawgiver of 
the Jews required of the priests a double detrree of purity, in com- 
pari'jon of that required of the people ; of which he give? seveni 
in. tanccs iuimediateiy. It wms, for certain, the'ca^e also among the 
first christians, of the clergy, io coiaparison of the laity^hs the apos- 
tolical constitutions and canons every where inform u«. 
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And on this account it is, that those who wear the sacer^ 
dotal garments are without spot, and eminent for their purity 
and sobriety : nor are they permitted to drink wine so lon^ 
as they wear * thos^ garments. Moreoi^er, they offer sacri- 
fices that are entire, and have no defect whatsoever. 

3. And truly Moses gave them all these precepts, being 
such as were observed during his own lifetime. But though 
be lived now in the wilderness, yet did he make provii-ioti 
how they might observe the same laws when they should 
have taken the land of Canaan : he gave them rest to the 
land from ploughing and planting every seventh year, as he 
had prescribed to them to rest from working every seventh 
day ; and ordered, that when that grew of its own accord 
out of the earth, should in common belong to all that pleas- 
ed to use it, making no distinction in that respect between 
their own countrymen and foreigners : and he ordained, that 
they should do the same after sc^ven times seven years- 
which in all are fifty years: and that fiftieth year is called 
by the Hebrews the Jubilee, wherein debtors are freed from 
iheic^ debts, and slaves are set at liberty ; which slaves be- 
came such, though they were of the same stock, by trans- 
gressing some of those laws whose punishment was not 
capital ; but they were punished by this method of slavery. 
This year also restores the land to its former possessors in 
the manner following : when the Jubilee is come, which 
name denotes liberty, he that sold the land, and he , that 
fought it, meet together, and make an estimate, on one 
band, of the fruits gathered, and on the other hand, of the 
expenses laid out upon it. If the fruits gathered come to 
inore than the expenses laid out, he that sold it takes the 
land again ; but if the expenses prove more than the fruits, 
the present possessor receives of the former pwner the dif- 
ference that was wanting, and leaves the land to him ; and 
if the fruits received, and the expenses laid out, prove equal 
to one another, the present possessor relinquishes it to tht 
former owners. Moses would have the same law obtain as 
to those houses also which were sold in villages ; but he 

* We muFt here note with Reland. that the precept given to the 
priest^ not drinking wine, while they wore the sacred garments, is 
equivalent to their abstinence from it all the while they niinistered 
in the temple, because they then always, and then only, wore those 
sacred garments which were laid up there from one time of minis- 
tration to another^ 
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made a different law for such as were sold in a city : for if 
he that sold it tendered the purchaser his money again with* 
in a year, he was forced to restore it ; but if a whole year 
intervened, the purchaser was to enjoy what he had bought 
This was the constitution of the laws which Moses learned 
of God, when the camp lay under mount Sinai ; and this he 
delivered in writing to the Hebrews. 

4. Now when this settlement of laws seemed to be well 
over, Moses thought fit at length to take a review of the 
host, as thinking it proper to settle the affairs of war. So he 
r.harged the heads of the tribes, excepting the tribe of Levi, 
to take an exact account of the number of those that were 
able to go to war ; for as to the Levites, they were holy, 
and free from all such burdens. Now when the people had 
been numbered, there were found six hundred thousand that 
were able to go to war, from twenty to fifty years of age, 
besides three thousand six hundred and fifty. Instead of 
Levi, Moses took Manasseh, the soni of Joseph, among the 
heads of tribes ; and Ephraim instead of Joseph. It was 
indeed the desire of Jacob himself to Joseph, that he would 
give him his sons to be his own by adoption, as I have be- 
fore relat;ed. 

5. When they set up the tabernacle, they received H into 
the midst of their camp, three of the tribes pitching their 
tents on each side of it, and roads were cut through the 
midst of these tents. It was like a well-appointed market ; 
and every thing was there ready for sale in due order ; and 
all sorts of artificers were in the shops ; and it resembled 
nothing so much as a city that sometimes was moveable, and 
i>ometimes fixed. The priests had the first places about the 
tabernacle ; then the Levites, who, because their whole mul- 
titude was reckoned from thirty days old, were twenty-three 
thousand eight hundred and eighty males. And during the 
time that tlie cloud stood over the tabernacle, they thought 
proper to stay in the same place, as supposing that God 
there inhabited among them ; but when that removed, they 
journeyed also. 

6. Moreover, Moses was the inventor of the form of their 
trumpet that was made of silver. Its description is this : 
In length it was little less than a cubit. It was composed 
of a narrow tube, somewhat thicker than a flute, but with so 
much breadth as was suificient for admission of the breath 
of a man's mouth ; it ended in the form of a bell, like com- 
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mon trumpets. Its sound was called in the Hebrew tongue 
Jlsosra. Two of these being made, one of them was sound- 
ed when they required the multitude to come together to 
congregations. When tjie first of them gave a signal, the 
. heads of the tribes were to assemble, and consult about the 
affairs to them properly belonging ; but when they gave the 
signal by both of them, they called the multitude together. 
Whenever the tabernacle was removed, it was done in this 
solemn order : at the first alarm of the trumpet, those whose 
tents were on the east quarter prepared to remove ; when 
Ihe second signal was given, those that were on the south 
quarter did the like ; in the next place, the tabernacle was 
taken to pieces, and was carried in the midst of six tribes 
that went before, and of six that followed, all the Levites 
assisting about the tabernacle ; when the third signal was 
^iven, that part which had their tents towards the west put 
themselves into motion ; and at the fourth signal, those on 
.the north did so likewise. They also made use of these 
trumpets in their sacred niinistrations, when they were 
hringing their sacrifices to the altar, as well on, the Sabbath 
as on the rest of the [festival] days. And now it was that 
Moses offered that sacrifice, which was called the Passover 
in the wilderness, as the first he had offered after the de- 
parture out of Egypt. 



CHAP. xm. 

How JffoHs repwvtd frpm Mount Sinaiy and conducted thtr 
people to the borders of the Canaanites* 

^ 1. A LITTLE while afterwards he i^ose up, and weiit 
from mount Sinai ; and having passed through several man- 
sions, of which we will speak anon, he came to a place call* 
^■ed Hazerothy where the multitude began again to be muti- 
J30US9 and blame Moses for the misfortunes they had- suffer- 
.ed in their travels; and that when he had persuaded thei^ 
■to leave a good land, they at once had lost that land, and in* 
^stead of that happy state he had promised them, they were 
jstill wandering in their present miserable condition, beii^ 
jilready in want of water ; and if the manna should happep 
^lo fail, th^y mi^st then utterly perish. Yet, while theyg^* 
^rally spj^ke many and sore things^ against tl^e ,;pri^q, there 
jf9% oi|e gf lli^iB who «3^^rted thew nf^ tp l^ unwindf u) j^,f 
* '■ '^^ " 
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MoseS) and of what great pains he had been at about their 
cominoD safety; and not to despair of assistance from God. 
The multitude thereupon became still more unruly, and 
more mutinous against Moses than before. Hereupon Mo^ 
ses, although he were so basely abused by them, encouraged 
them in their despairing condition, and promised that he 
would procure them a great quantity of flesh meat, and thit 
not for a few days only, but for many days. This they were 
Dot willing to believe: and when one of them asked, whence 
he could obtain such vast plenty of what he promised ? He 
replied, neither God nor I, although we hear such'oppn>- 
brious words from you, will leave off our labours for you f 
and this shall soon appear also. As soon as ever be hid 
said this, the whole camp was filled with quails, and they 
stood round about them, and gathered them in great num* 
bers. However, it was not long ere God punished the He- 
brews fi»r their insolence, and those reproaches they bad 
used towards him, for no small number of them died^ And 
still to this day the place retains the memory of this de- 
struction, and is named kibroth hattaavah^ which Is, tk$ 
grav€8 qfluat. 



CHAP. XIV. 

Spw MoS€9 sent same persons to search out the land of Ai 
Cp^naaniteSj and the largeness of their cities ,• and Jur^ 
. l&fTy that tohen those who were sent toere returned, after 
forty days, and reported that they should not be a maUk 
for them, and extolled the strength of the Canaanites, (he 
multitude tvere disturbed, and fell into despair, nnd were 
resolved to stone Moses, and to return back again into 
J^gW^i ^^ '^''^ l^ Egyptians. 

^ 1. When Moses had led the Hebrews away from 
iHence to a place called Paran, which was near to the bor^ 
ders of the Canaanites, and a place difficult to be eontinii^ 
edln, he gathered the multitude together to a congregation ; 
and standing in the midst of them, he sa|d, ^* Of the tw« 
things that God determined to bestow u||on us, libiMrty, ani 
the possession of ^ happy country, the one of them ye ak 
ready are pi|rtakers of, by the gift of God, and the otbtf 
you will quickly obtain ; for we now hsfc^;^ur abode near 
the bord«fg.4>if the Caoaaoites, and »othin^ 6a6 kinder A^ 
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acquisition of it, when we now at last we fallen upon it : I 
say, not only no king, nor city, but neither the whole race 
of mankind, if they were all gathered together, eoiild do 
it. Let us, therefore, prepare ourselves for the work, for 
the Canalnites will not resign up their land to us without 
fighting, but it must be wrested from them by great strug- 
gles in war. Let us then send spies, who may take a view 
of the goodness of the land, and what strength it is of. But 
above all things, let us be of one mind ; and let us honour 
God, who above all is our helper and assister." 

8. When Moses had said thus, the multitude requited 
him with marks of respect : and chose twelve spies, of the 
most eminent men, one out of each tribe, who passing ot^er . 
all the land of Canaan, from the borders of Egypt, came to 
the city Hamath, and to mount Lebanon ; and having 
learned the nature of the land, and of its inhabitants, they 
came home, having spent forty days in the whole work. 
They also brought with ^lem of the fruits which the land 
bare : they also showed them the excellency of those fruits, 
and gave an account of the great quantity of the good 
things that land afforded, which were motives to the mul- 
titude to go to war. But then they terrified them again 
with the great difficulty there was in obtaining it ; that the 
rivers were so large and deep, that they could not be pass- 
ed 0Ver; and that the hills were so high that they could 
Dot travel along for them ; that the cities were strong with 
walls, and their firm fortifications round about them. They 
told them also, that they found at Hebron the posterity of 
the giants. Accordingly, these spies, who had seen the land 
of Canaan, when they perceived that all these difficulties 
were greater there than they had met with since they came 
out of Egypt, they were affrighted at them themselves, and 
endeavoured to affright the multitude also. 

d. So they supposed, from what they had heard, that it 
was impossible to get the possession of the country. And 
when the congregation was dissolved, they, their wives, 
and children, continued their lamentation, as if God would 
not indeed assist them, but only promised them fair. Thej 
also again blamed Moses, and made a clamour against him« 
and his brother Aaron the high-priest. Accordingly, they 
parsed that night very ill, and with contumelious language 
against them ; but in the morning they ran to a eongrega- ^ 
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|ion, lAtendiDg to «tone Mo9e9 apd Aaron, and so to re- 
turn into Egypt. 

4. But of the spies, there were Joshua the son of Nun, 
4>f the tribe of Ephraim, and Caleb of the tribe of Judah, 
that were afraid of the consequence, and came into the 
midst of them, and stilled the multitude, and desired thent 
io be of good courage; and neither to condemn God, as 
having told them lies ; neither to hearken to those who had 
jJrighted them, by telling th^em what was not true con- 
cerning the Canaanites, but to tho^e that encouraged them 
|to hope for good success ; and that they should gain pos- 
session of the happiness promised them, because neither 
the height of mountains, nor the depth of rivers, could 
jiinder men of true courage from attempting them, especi- 
ally while God would take care of them beforehand, and 
he assistant to them. Let us then go, said they, against 
/our enemies, and have no suspicion of ill success, trusting 
in God to conduct us, and foUomjig those that are to be oi|r 
Readers. Thus did these two exhort them, and endeavour to 
f»acify the rage they were in. But Mose^ and Aaron fell on 
ihe ground, and besought God, not for their own deliver- 
ance, but th^X he would put a stop to what the people were 
4anwariiy doing, and would bring their minds to a quiet tem- 
per, which were now disordered by their present passion. 
The cloud also did now appear and stood over the tabema- 
pie, and declared to them the presence of God to be there. 



CHAP. XV, 

How Moses teas displeased at this ; and foretold, that Goi 
was angry y and that they should continue in the Ufildemess 
for forty years, and not [during that time] either return 
into t^gypt, or take possession of Canaan, 

^ 1. Mos£a can^e naw boldly to the rpultitude, |ind in- 
,|6rmed them, that God was moved ^t their abuse of him, 
#nd would inflict punisl^i^ent upon the^, not indeed such 
vas they deserved for their sins, butfeuchas parents inflict ofi 
their children, in order to their. correction: for, he aaid, that 
^han he was in the tabernacle, and was bewailing with teafin 
•that destrqction which was coming upon them, God put him 
.in mind ivbut. things he had done for themi and what b^j^- 
fiU they had received from him, and yet how ungrateful thiey 
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had been to him : that just now they had been induced bj 
the timorousness of the spies to think that their words were 
truer than his own promise to them ; and that, on this ac- 
count, though he would not indeed destroy them all, nor ut- 
terly exterminate their nation, which he had honoured more 
than any other part of mankind, yet he would not permit 
them to take possession of the land of Canaan, nor enjoy 
its happiness, but would make them wander in the wilder- 
ness^ and live without a fixed habitation, and without a city, 
for forty years together, as a punishment for this their trans- 
gression ; but that he hath promised to • give that land to 
our children, and that he would make them the possessors 
of those good things, which by your ungorerned passions, 
you have deprived yourselves of. 

2. When Mosea had discoursed thus to them, according to 
the direction of God, the multitude grieved, and were in af- 
fliction ; and entreated Moses to procure Iheir reconciliation 
to God, and to permit them no longer to wander in the wil- 
derness, but to bestow cities upon them. But he replied, . 
that God would not admit of any such trial, for that God 
-was not moved to this determination from any human levity 
or anger, but that he had judiciously condemned them to that 
punishment. Now we are not^to disbelieve that Moses, who 
was but a single person, pacified so many ten thousands when 
they were in anger, and converted them to a mildness of 
temper; for God was with him, and prepared the way to his 
persuasions of the multitude ; and as they had often been 
disobedient^they were now sensible that such disobedience 
was disadvantageous to them,.and that they had still there- 
by fallen into calamities. 

3. But thb man was admirable for his virtue, and power- 
ful in making men give credit to what he delivered, not only 
during the time of his natural life, but even there is sj^ll no 
one of the Hebrews, who does not act even now as if Mo- 
ses were present, and ready to punish him, if he should d© 
any thing that is indecent ; nay, there is no one but is obc- 
dienttowhat laws he ordained, although they might be con- 
cealed in their transgressions. There are also many other 
demonstrations that his power was more than human ; for still 
some there have been who have come from the parts beyond 
Euphrates, a journey of four months, through many dangers, 
and at great expenses, in honour of our temple ; and yet 
when they had offered their oblations, could not partake »f 
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tbeir own sacrifices^ because Moses had forbidden it, by some^ 
what in tbe law they did not permit them, or somewhat that 
had befallen them, which our ancient customs made incon- 
sistent therewith : some of these did not sacrifice at all, and 
others left their sacrifices in an imperfect condition ; nay, 
many who were not able even at first so much as to ent^r 
into the temple, but went their ways in this state, as prefer- 
ring a submission to the laws of Moses, before the fulfilling 
of their own inclinations, even when they had uq fear upon 
them that any body could convict them, but only out of. a 
reverence to their own conscience. Thus this legidator, 
which iq>peared to be divine, made this man to be esteemed 
as one supcrioiF to his own human nature. Nay, farther, a 
a little before the beginning of this war, when Claudius wan 
emperor of the Romans, and Ishmael was our high-priest, 
and when so great a * famine was come upon us, tiiat ona 
tenth deal [of wheat] was sold for four drachmae, and whev 
QO less than seventy cori of flour was brought into the tenn* 
pie, at the feast of unleavened bread, (these cori are thirty-on^. 
Sicilian, but forty-one Athenian medimni,) not one of the 
priests were so hardy as to eat one crumb of it,^ even whiU^ 
ao great a distress was on the land ; and this out of a dread; 
of the law, and of that wrath which God retains against acts 
of wickedness, even when no one can accuse the actors. 
Whence we are not to vvonder at what was then done, 
while to this very day the writings left by Moses have so 
great a force, that even those that hate us do confess, that 
he who established this settlement was God, and that it 
was by the means of Moses, and of his virtue : but as to these 
matters, let every one take them as he thinks fit. 

* This great famine in the days of C'attdius, is again mentioned ia 
4ntiq. B. XX. eh. ii. f e.and Acts, xi. S8. 
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BOOK IV. 

CONTAINING THB INTERVAL OF 38 YEARS. 

[from the rejection of that generation to the death of Moses.] 

CflAP. I. 

Thejigkt of ike Hebrews tvith the Canuanites^ without the 
consent of Moses, and their defeat, 

h 1. Now this life of the Hebrews in the wilderness was 
so disagreeable and troublesome to them^ and they were so 
uneasy at it, that although God had forbidden them to 
meddle with the Canaanites, yet could they not be persuaded 
to be obedient to the words of Moses, and to be quiet; but 
supposing they should be able to beat their enemies, even 
without his approbation, they accused him, and suspected 
that he made it his business to keep them in a distressed 
condition, that they might always stand in need of his as- 
sistance. Accordingly, they resolved to fight with the Ca- 
naanites, and said, that God gave them his assistance, not 
out of regard to Moseses intercessions, but because he took 
care of their entire nation, on account of their forefathers, 
whose affairs he took under his own conduct ; as also, that 
it was on account of their own virtue that h<e had formerly 
procured them their liberty, and would be assisting to them, 
now they were willing to take pains for it. They also said, 
that they were of themselves of abilities sufficient for the 
conquest of their enemies, although Moses should have a 
mind to alienate God from them rthat, however,* it was for 
their advantajre to be their own'masters, and not so far to 
rejoice in their deliverance from the indignities they endured 
under the Egyptians, as to bear the tyranny of Moses over 
them, and to suffer themselves to be deluded, and live ac- 
cording to his pleasure, as though God did not foretell what 
concerns us out of his kindness to him, as if they were net 
all the posterity of Abraham, that God made him alone the 
author of all the knowledge w6 have, and we muststill learn 
it from him : that it would be a piece of prudence to oppose 
his arrogant pretences, and to put their confidence in God, 
and to resolve to take possession of that land Which he hatil 
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promised them, and not to give ear to him, \rho on this ac> 
county and under the pretence of divine authority, forbade 
them 80 to do. Considering, therefore, the distressed state 
they were in at present, and that in those desert places they 
were still to expect things would be Worse with them, tbcy 
resolved to fight with the Canaanites, as submitting only to 
God, their supreme commander, and not waiting for any as- 
sistance from their legislator. 

S. When, therefore, they had come to this resolution, as 
being best for them, they went among their enemies ; but 
those enemies were not dismayed either at die attack itself, 
or at the great multitude that made it,' and received them 
with great courage. Many of the Hebrews were slain ; and 
the remainder of the army, upon the disorder of their troops, 
were pursued, and fled, after a shameful manner, to their 
camp. Whereupon this unexpected misfortune made them 
quite despond ; and they hoped for nothing that was good, 
as gathering from it, that this affliction came from the wrath 
of God, because they rashly went out to war without his ap« 
probation . 

3. But when Moses saw how deeply they were affected 
with this defeat, and being afraid lest the enemies should 
grow insolent upon this victory, and should be desirous of 
gaining still greater glory, and should attack them; resolved 
that it was proper to withdraw the army into the wilderness 
to a farther distance from the Canaanites: so the^nultitude 
gave themselves up again to his conduct, for they were sen- 
stble, that without his care for them their affairs could not 
be in a good condition : and he caused the host to remove, 
and went farther into the wilderness, as intending there to 
let them rest, and not to permit them to Aght the Canaan- 
ites before God should afford them « more favourable op- 
portunity? 



CHAP. II. 

Tlie stdition of Corak^ and of the multttudey against J^HSf 
and against his brother, concerning the priesthood. 

^ 1. That which is usually the case with great armies, wU 
especially upon ill success, to be hard to be pleased, mi 
governed witli difficulty, did now befall the Jews, for th^ 
Wmg in member fix hundred thousand, and by reason^ 
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their great multitude not readily subject to their ^governors, 
even in prosperity, they at this time were more than usually 
angry, both against one another, and against their leader^ . 
because of the distress they were in, and the calamities they 
tlien endured. Such a sedition overtook them, as weJiave 
not the like example either among the Greeks or the bau*ba- 
rians, by which they were in danger of being all destroyed, 
but were, notwithstanding, saved by Moses, who would not 
r^menlber that he had been almost stoned to death by them. 
Nor did God neglect to prevent their ruin ; but, notwith- 
standing the indignities they had offered to their legislator, 
and the laws, and [their disobedience to] the command- 
ments which he had sent them by Moses, he delivered them , 
from those terrible calamities, which without his providential 
care had been brought upon them by this sedition. So I 
will first explain the cause whence this sedition arose, and 
then will give an account of the sedition itself; as also of 
what settlenoents Moses made for their government, after 
it was over, 

2. Corah, an Hebrew of principal account, both by bis 
^sunily and by his wealth, one that was also able to speak 
well, and one that could easily persuade the people by his 
speeches, saw that Moses was in exceeding great dignity, and 
was uneasy at it, and envied him on that account, (he was 
of the same tribe with Moses, and of kin to hia|,) was par- 
ticularly grieved, because he thought he better deserved 
that honourable post oh account of his great riches, and not 
inferior to him in his birth. So he raised a clamour against 
him among the Levites, who were of the same tribe, and 
especially among his kindred, saying, " That it was a very 
sad thing that they should overlgok Moses, while he hunt- 
ed after, and paved the way to glory for himself, and by 
ill arts should obtain it, under the pretence of God's com- 
mand, while contrary to the laws, he had given the priest- 
hood to Aaron, not by the common suffrage of the multi- 
tude, but by his own votCy as bestowing dignities in a tyraur 
nical way on whom he pleased. He added, that this con- 
cealed way of imposing on them was harder to be borne, 
than if it had been done by an open force upon them; be- 
cause he did now not only take away their power without 
their consent, but -even while they were unapprized of his 
contrivances against them ; for whosoever is conscious to 
himself that he deserves any dignity, aims to get it by 
Vol. I. \ 
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persuasion, and not by an arrogant method of yiolence ; 
but those that believe it impossible tp obtain those honours 
justly, they make a show of goodness, and do not intro* 
duce force, but by cunning tricks grow wickedly powerful : 
that it was proper for the multitude to punish such men^ 
even while they think themselves concealed in their designs^ 
and not suffer them to gain strength, till they have them for 
their open enemies. For what account, added he, is Mo- 
ses able to give why he has bestowed the priesthood on 
Aaron, and his sons ? for if God had determined to bestow- 
that honour on one of the tribe of Levi, I am more worthy 
of it than he is, I myself being equal to Moses by my fami* 
ly, and superior to him both in riches and in age : but if 
God had determined to bestow it on the eldest tribe, that 
of Reubel might have it most justly; and then Dathan, 
and Abiram, and [On the son of] Peleth, would have it, for 
these are the oldest men of that tribe, and potent on ac- 
count of their great wealth also," 

3. Now Corah, when he had said this, had a mind to ap- 
pear to take care of the public welfare, but in reality he 
was endeavouring to procure to have that dignity transferred 
by the multitude to himself. Thus did he, -out of a malig- 
nant design, but with plausible words, discourse to those of 
his own tribe; and when these words did gradually spread 
to more of the people, and when the hearers still added to 
what tended to the scandals that were cast upon Aaron, 
the whole army was full of them. Now of those that con- 
spired with Corah, there were two hundred and fifty, and 
those of the principal men also, who were eager to have 
the priesthood taken away from Moses's brother, and to 
bring him into disgrace : nay, the multitude themselves were 
provoked to be seditious, and attempted to stone Moses; 
and gathered themselves together after an indecent man- 
ner, with confusion and disorder. And now they all were, 
in a tumultuous manner, raising a clamour before the taber- 
nacle of God, to prosecute the tyrant, and to relieve the 
multitude from their slavery under him, who, under colour 
of the divine commands, laid violent injunctions upon them; 
for that had it been God, who chose one tl^at was to per- 
form the ofiBce of a priest, he would have raised a worthy 
pfcrson to that dignity, and would not- have produced such 
an one as was ir>*'eri<w to many others, nor have given him 
that office ; and in that case he had judged it ^ to bestow 
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it on Aaron, he would have permitted it to the muTtitude to 
bestow it, and not hare left it to be bestowed by his own 
brothel^. 

6. Now, although Moses had a great while ago foreseen 
this calumny of Corah's, and had seen that the people were 
irritated, yet was he not affrighted at it ; and being of good 
courage, because he had given them right advice aboutf their 
affairs, and knowing .that his brother had been made par- 
taker of the priesthood at the command of God, and not 
hy bis own favour to him, he came to the assembly ; and, 
as for the multitude, he said not a word to them, but spake 
as loud to Corah as he could ; and being very skilful in 
making speeches, and having this natural talent among 
others, that he could greatly move the multitude with his dis- 
courses, he said, " O Corah, both thou, and all these v/ith 
thee, (pointing to the two hundred and fifty men,) seem to be 
worthjr of this honour ; nor do 1 pretend but that this whole 
company ipay be worthy of the like dignity, although they 
may not be so rich, or so great as you are : nor have I taken 
and given this office to my brother, because he excelled 
others in riches, for thou eiceedest * us both in the great- 
ness of thy wealth ; nor indeed because he was of an emi- 
nent family, for God, by giving us the same common ances- 
tor, has made our families equal : nay, nor was it out of 
•brotherly affection, which another might yet have justly 
done : for certainty, unless I had bestowed this honour out of 
regardto God, and to his laws, I had not passed by myself, 
and given it to another, as being nearer of kin to myself, 
than to my brother, and having a closer intimacy vrith my- 
self than I have with him ; for surely it would not be a wifie 
thing for me to expose myself to the dangers of offending, 
and to bestow the happy employment on this account upon 
another. But I "am above such base practices : nor would 
God have overlooked this matter, and seen himself thus des- 
pised, nor would he have suffered you to be ignorant of 
what you were to do, in order to please him ; but he hath 
himself chosen one that is to perform that sacred ot!ice to 
him, and thereby freed us from that care. So that it was 
not a thing that I pretend to give, but only according to the 
determination of God ; I therefore propose it still to be con- 

* Reland here takes notice, that altbough our bibles say little or 
nothing of these riches of Corah, yet that both the J«W8 and Mo- 
hammed Jli5^ as well as Josephns, are fall of iU 
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tended for by such as please to put in for it, only desiring 
t!uit he who hasbecn already preferred, and has already ob- 
tained it, may be allowed now also to offer himself for a can- 
tlidate. He prefers your peace, and your living without se- 
dhtion, to this honourable employment, although in truth it 
was with your approbation that he obtained it; for though 
GodSvere the donor, yet do we not offend when we think 
fit to accept of it with your good will ; yet would it have 
been ian instance of impiety not to have taken that honoura- 
ble employment when he offered it ; nay, it had been exceed- 
ing unreasonable, when God had thought fit any one should 
have it for all time to come, and bad made it secure and firm 
to him, to have refused it. However, lie himself will judge 
again^who it shall be whom he would have to offer sacrifices 
to him, and to have the direction of matters of religioo ; for 
it is absurd that Corah, who is ambitious of this honour, 
should deprive God of the power of giving it to whom he 
peases. Put an end, therefore, to your sedition and distur- 
bance on this account : and to-morrow morning do every 
one of you that desire the priesthood bring a censer from 
home, and come hither with incense and fire : and do thou, 
O Corah, leave the judgment to God, and await to see on 
which side he will give his determination upon this occasion, 
but do not thou make thyself greater than God. Do thou 
also come, that this contest about this honourable employ- 
ment may receive determination. And I suppose we may 
admit Aaron without offence, to offer himself to this scrutiny, 
since he is of the same lineage with thyself, and has done 
nothing in his priesthood that can be liable to exception. 
Come ye, therefore, together, and offerjyour incense in pub- 
lic before all the people ; and when you offer it, he whose 
sacrifice God shall accept, shall be ordained to the priest- 
hood,, and shall be clear of the present calumny on Aaron, 
as if I had granted him that favour because he was my 
■brother." 



CHAP. III. 

How those that stirrtd up this sedition were destroyed, accord' 
ing to the wiU of God ; and how Aaron, Moseses broiker, 
both he and his posterity, retained the priesthood. 

^ 1. When Moses had said this, the multitude left efftbe 
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turbulent behaviour they had indulged, and the sujspicioa 
they had of Moses, and commended what he had said, for 
those proposals were good, and were so esteemed of the 
people. At that time, therefore, they dissolved the assembly. 
But on the next day they came to the congregation, in order 
to be present at the sacrifice, and at the determination that 
was to be made betvveen the <^andidates for the priesthood. 
Now this congregation proved a turbulent one, and the mul- 
titude where in great suspense in expectation of what was to 
be done ; for some of them would have been pleased if 
Moses had been convicted of evil practices, but the wiser 
sort desired that they might be delivered from the present 
disorder and disturbance; for they were afraid, thaf if this 
sedition went on, the good order of their settlement would 
rather be destroyed ; but the whole body of the people do 
naturally delight in clamours against their governors, and by 
changing their opinions upon the. harangues of every speaker,- 
disturb the public tranquillity. And now Moses sent mes- 
sengers for Abiram and Dathan, and ordered them to come 
to the assembly, and wait there for the holy oiiices that 
were to be performed. But they answered the messepger, 
that they would not obey his summons ; nay, would not 
overlook MosesVbehaviour, who was growing too great for 
them by evil practices. Now when Moses heard of this 
their answer, he desired the heads of the people to follow 
him, and he went to the faction of Dathan, not thinking it 
any frightful thing at all to go to these insolent people: so^ 
they made no opposition, but w^nt along with him. But 
Dathan and his associates, when they understood that 
Moses, and the principal of the people were coming to 
them, they came out with their wives and children, and 
stood before their tents, and looked to see what Moser 
would do. They had also their servants about them to* 
defend themselves, in case Moses^ should use force against 
them. 

2. But he came near, and lifted up his hands to heaven, 
and cried out with a loud voice, in order toht heard by the 
whole multitude; and said, "O Lord of the creatures that 
are in the heaven, in the earth, and in the sea ; for thou art 
the most authentic witness to wharl have done, that it has 
been an done by thy appointment, that it was thou that af- 
fordedst us assistance when we attempted any thing, and 
shewedst mercy on the Hebrews in all their distress, do thou 
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come now, and hftar all that I say, for no actiofn or thought 
escapes thy knowledge ; so that thou wilt not disdain to 
speak what is true, for my vindication, without any regard 
to the ungrateful imputations of these men. As for what^ 
was done before I was born, thou knowest best, as not 
learning them by report, but seeing them and being pre- 
sent with them when they were done ; but, for what has 
been done of late, and which these men, although they 
know them well enough, unjustly pretend to suspect, be thou 
tof witness. When I lived a private, quiet life, I left those 
good things, which by my own diligence, and by thy couok 
sfel, I enjoyed with Raguel my father-in-law, and I gave 
myself up to this people, and underwent ntany miseries on 
their account. I also bore great labours, at first in order to 
obtain liberty for them, and now in order to their preselrva- 
tion ; and have always showed myself ready to assist them 
ia every distress of theirs. Now, therefore, since I am sus- 
pected by those very men whose being is owing to ray 
labours, come thou, as it is reasonable to iiope thou wUt: 
thou, I say, who she wedst me that, fire at mount Sinai, and 
made^t me to hear its voice, and to see the several wonders 
which that place aiSbrded me : thou who conmiandest me 
to go to Egypt, and declare thy will to this people : thoa 
who disturbedst the happy estate of the Egyptians, and 
g^ivedst us the opportunity of flying away from our slavery, 
under them, and madest the dominion of Pharaoh inferior to 
my dominion : thoii who didst make the sea dry land for 
ij^, when we knew not whither to go, and didst overwhelm the 
Egyptians with those destructive waves which had been divi- 
ded for us : thou who didst bestow upon us the security of 
weapons when we were naked : thou who didst make th^ 
fountains that were corrupted to flow so as to be fit for drink- 
ing, and didst furnish us with water that came out of tiie 
rocks, when we were in the greatest want of it : thou who 
didst preserve our lives with [quails,] which was food from. 
the sea, when the fruits of the ground failed us : thou who 
didst send us such food from heaven, as had never beea 
seen before : thou who didst suggest to us the knowledge 
ef thy laws, and appoint us a form of government; comt 
tliou, I say, O Lord of the whole world, and that as such a 
judge and a witness to me as cannot be bribed, and show 
liow I have never admitted of any gift against justice from 
• any of the Hebrews ; and have never condemned a pMr 
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man that ought io hare been acquitted, on aceount of one 
that was rich ; and have never attempted to hurt this com* 
monwealth. I am now here present, and am suspected of 
a thing the remotest from my intentions, as if I had givea 
the priesthood to Aaron not at thy command, but out of my 
own- favour to him, do thou at this time demonstrate, that 
all things are administered by thy providence, and that 
nothing happens by chance, but is govemeil by thy wijl, 
and thereby attains its end : as aiso demonstrate that 
thou takest care of those that have done good to the 
Hebrews; demonstrate this, I say, by the punishment of 
Ablram and Dathan, who condemn thee as an insen^ble 
being, and one overconae by my contrivances. This wilt 
thou do by inflitting such an open punishment on these 
men, who so madly fly in the face of thy glory, ^as will take 
them out of the world, not in an ordinary manner, but so 
that it may appear they do not die after the manner of 
other men, let that ^ound on which they tread upon, open 
about them, and consume them with their families and 
goods. This will be a demonstration of thy power to ail 
men ; and this method of t\\dk sufferings will be an instruc- 
tion of wisdom for those that entertain profane sentiments 
of thee. . By this means I shall be found a good servant, in 
the precepts thou hast given by me. But if the calumnies 
they have raised against me be true, mayest thou preserve 
these men from every evil accident, and bring all that destruc- 
tion upon me which I have inoprccated upon them. And 
when thou hast inflicted punishment on those that have 
endeavoured to deal unjustly with this people, bestow upoB 
them concord and peace. Save this multitude that follow 
thy commandments, and preserve them free from harm, and 
let them not partake of the punishment of those .that have 
sinned : for thou knowest thyself, it is not just, that for 
the wickedness of tho$e men, the whole body of the Israel- 
ites should suffer punishment." 

3. When Moses had said this, with tears in his eyes, the 
ground was moved on a sudden ; and the agitation that set 
it in motion was like that which the wind produces in wave5 
of the sea. The people were all aflrighted ; and the ground 
that was about their tents sunk down, at the great noise, that 
terrible sound, and carried whatsoever was dear to the sedi- 
tious into itself, who so entirely perished, that there was not 
tile least appearance that any men had ever been seen there. 
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the earth that had opened itself about them closing a^ain, 
and becoming entire as it was before, insomuch, tliat such as 
taw it afterward did not perceire that any such accident had 
happened to it. Thus did these men perish, and become a 
demonstration of the power of G^d. And truly, any one 
would lament them, not only on account of this calamity 
that befell them, which yet deserves our commisf^ratioD, but 
also because th^ir kindred were pleased with their suffer- 
ings ; for they forgot the relation they bare to them, and at 
the sight of this sad accident approved of the judgment given 
against them ; and because they looked upon the people 
about Dathan as pestilent men, they 'thought they perished 
as such, and did not grieve for them. 

3. And now Moses called for those that contended about 
the priesthood, that trial might be made who should be 
priest, and that he whose sacrifice God was most pleased 
with might be ordained to that function. There attended 
two hundred and fifty men, who indeed were honoured by 
the people, not only on account of the power of their ances- 
tors, but also on account of their own, in which they excel- 
led the others ; Aaron als6 and Corah came forth, and they 
all offered incense, in those censers of theirs which they 
brought with them before the tabernacle. Hereupon so great 
a fire shone out as no one ever saw in any that is made by 
the hand of man, neither in those eruptions out of the earih 
that are caused by subterraneous bvH^nings, nor in such fires 
as arise' of their own accord in thi?' woods, when the agita- 
tion is caused by the trees rubbir/g one against another ; but 
tliis fire was very bright, and had a terrible flame, such as ii 
kindled at the command of God ; by whose irruption on tUera, 
all the company, and Corah himself, ^vere *" destroyed, and 
this so entirely, that their very bodies left no remains be- 
hind them. Aaron alone was preserved, and not at all hurt 
by the fire, because it was God that sent the fire to burn 
those only who ought to be burned. Hereupon Moses, after- 
these men were destroyed, was desirous that the memory 
of this judgment might be delivered down to posterity, and 
t^iat future ages might be acquainted with it; and so he com- 

* It appears here, and from the Samaritan Pentateuch, and in 
effect, from the P almist, as also from the Apostolical Const! tutioos, 
from Clement's first Epistle to the CorinthianF, from Ignatius'i 
Bpist'e to the Magnesians, and from Easebius, that Corah was not 
swallowed up with the Reubenites, but burnt with the Levltes, of 
his own tribe. See Esiioy on the Old Testament, p. 64, 65. 
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manded Eleazar, the son of Aaron, to put their censers near 
the brazen altar, that they might be a memorial to poste- 
rity of what these men suffered, for supposing that the pow- 
er of God might be eluded. And thus Aaron was no longer 
esteemed to have the priesthood by the favour of Moses, 
but bjr the pubhc judgment of God : and thus he and hi« 
children peaceably enjoyed the honour afterward. 
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CHAP. IV. 

JFkcU haj^tned to the Hebrews during thirty-eight years in 
the. wilderness* 

^1. However, this sedition was so far from ceasing upon 
this destruction, that it grew much stronger, and became 
Hiore intolerable. And the occasion of its growing worse 
-was of that nature, as made it hkely the calamity would 
never cease, but last for a long time : for the men believing 
already that nothing is done without the providence of God, 
would have it that these things came thus to pass not with- 
out God's favour to Moses ; they, therefore, laid the blame 
upon him, that God was angry, and that this happened not 
«o much because of the wickedness of those that were pun- 
ishod, as because Moaes procured the punishment ; and that 
these men had been destroyed without any sin of theirs, 
only because they were zealous about the divine worship ; as 
also that he who had been the cause of this diminution of 
(he people by destroying so many men, and those the most 
excellent of them all, besides his escaping any punishment 
himself, had now given the priesthood to his brother so 
firmly, that nobody could any longer dispute it with him j 
for no one else, to be sure, could now put in for it, since he 
must have seen those that first did so to have miserably pe- 
rished. Nay, besides this, the kindred of those that were 
destroyed made great entreaties to the multitude to abate 
the arrogance of Moses, because it would be safest for them 
80 to do. 

!2. Now Moses, upon his hearing for a^good while that 
the people were tumultuous, was afraid that they would at- 
tempt some other innovation, and that some great and sad 
calamity i^ould be the consequence, he calHed the multitude 
to a congregation, and patiently heard what apology they 
»ade for themselves, without opposing them, and tiaifi lest 
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he should imbitter the multitude: he only de^red the heads 
of the tribes to bring their * rods, with the names of their 
tribes inscribed upon them, and that he should receive the 
priesthood in whose rod God should j^ive a sign. This was 
agreed to. So the rest brought their rods, as did Aaron 
also, who had written the tribe of Levi on bis rod. Thesfe 
rods Moses laid up in the tabernacle of God. On the next 
day he brought the rods, which were known from one ano- 
ther by those who brought them, and having distinctly noted 
them, as had the multitude also ; and as to the rest, in the 
same f«>rm Moses had received them in that they saw them 
still ; but they also saw buds and branches grow out of 
Aaron's rod, with ripe fruits upon them ; they were almonds, 
the rod having been cut out of that tree. The people were 
to amazed a^ this strange sight, that though Moses and 
Aaron were before under some degree of liatred, they now 
laid that hatred aside, and began to admire the judgment of 
Ood concerning them ; so that hereafter they applauded 
what God had decreed, and permitted Aaron to enjoy tha 
prieathood peaceably. And thus God ordained him priest 
three several times ; and he retained that honour without 
farther disturbance. And hereby this sedition of the He^ 
brews, which had been a great one, and had lasted a grei^ 
while, was at last composed. 

8. And now Moses, because the tribe of Levi was made 
free from war, and warlike expeditions, and was set apart 
for the divine worship, lest they should want, and seek after 
the necessaries of life, and so neglect the temple, command- 
ed the Hebrews, afcording to the will of God, that whea 
they should gain the possession of the land of Canaan, they 
should assign forty-eight good and fair cities to the Hievites; 
and permit them to enjoy their suburbs, as far as the limits 
of two thousand cubits woiild extend from the walls of the 
city. And besides this, he appointed that the people should 
pay the tythe of their annual fruits of the earth, both to the 
Levites and to the priests. And this is what that tribe re- 
ceives of the multitude ; but I think it necessary to set dowa 
what is paid by all peculiarly to the priests. 

4* Accordingly^ he commanded the Levites to yield up 
to the priests thirteen of their forty-eight cities, and to set 

* Concer*nfng these twelve rod? of the twelve tribes of Israel, see 
St. Clement's aecount, much larger than that in our Bibies, 1 Epi • 
tie, ( 43, as is Josephus's present account in eou^e oicasora Imrget 
also. 
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apart for them the tenth part of the tythe whksh they every 
year receive of the people ; as also, that it was but just to 
offer to God the first-fruits of tiie entire product of the 
ground ; and that they should offer the first-born of those 
four-footed beasts that are appointed for sacrifices, if it he 
a male, to the priests, to be slain, that they, and their entire 
families, may eat them in the holy city -, but that the owners 
of those first-born which are not appointed for sacrifices in 
the laws of our country, should bring a shekel and a half in 
their stead ; but for the first-born of a man, five shekels : 
that they should also have the first-fruits out of the shearing 
of the sheep ; and that when any baked' bread-corn, and 
made loaves of it, they should give Bomewhat of what they 
had baked to them. Moreover, when any made a sacred 
vow, I mean those that are called Nazarites, that suffer their 
hair to grow long, and use no wine, when they * consecrate 
their hair, and offer it for a sacrifice, they are to allot that 
hair for the priests, [to be thrown into the fire.] Such also 
as dedicate themselves to God, as a corban, which denotes 
what the Greeks Call a gift, when they are desirous of being 
freed from that ministration, are to lay down money for the 
priests thirty shekels, if it be a woman, and fifty if it be a 
man; but if any be too poor fp pay the appointed sum, it 
ahall be lawful for the priests to determine that sum as they 
think fit. And if any slay beasts at home for a private fes- 
tival, but not for a religious one, they are obligf^d to bring 
the maw, and the cheek [or breast,] and the right shoulder 
of the sacrifice, to the priests. With these Moses contriv- 
ed that the priests should be plentifully maintained, besides 
what they had out of those offerings for sins, which the 
people gave them, as I have set it down in the foregoing 
book. He also ordered, that out of every thing allotted for 
the priests, their servants, [their sons,] their daughters, and 
their wives, should partake, as well as themselves, except* 
ing what came to them out of the sacrifices that were offer- 
ed for sins ; for of those none but the males of the family 
of the priests might eat, and thie in the temple also, and 
that on the same day they were offered. 

5. When Moses bad made these constitutions, after the 
sedition was over, he removed, together with the whole 

* Grotius on Numb. vi. 18, takes notice, that the Greeks also, a* 
weW as the Jews, sometimes consecrated the hair of their heads to 
ihe gods. 
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army, and came to the herders of Idiimea. He llien sent 
ambasBadors to the king of the Idttmeaas, and desired faiim 
tO' give him a passage through his country^ and agreed to 
send him what hostages he shouJd desire, to secure him 
from any injury. He desired him also, that he would allow 
his army liberty to buy provisions ; and^ if he insisted upoit 
it, he would pay down a price for tlie very water they should 
drink. But the king was not pleased with this embassage 
from Moses : nor did he allow a passage for the army, but 
hrought his people armed to meet Moses, and to hinder' 
them, in case they should endeavour to force their passage. 
Upon which Moses consulted God by the oracle, who would 
not have him begin the w^r fii-st ; and so he withdrew his 
fbrces, and travelled round about through the wilderness. 

6. Then it was that Miriam, the sister of Moses, came to 
her end, having completed * her fortieth year since she left* 
Egypt, on t the first day of the lunar month Xanthicus. Tbey 
then made a public funeral for her, at a great expense. She 
was buried upon a certain mountain, which they call Sin ; 
and when they had mourned for her thirty days, Moses puri-* 
fied the people after this manner : he brought an heifer, that 
had never been used to the plough, or to husbandry ; that 
was complete in all its parts, and entirely of a red colour, at 
a little distance from the camp, into a place perfectly clean. 
This heifer was slain by the high-priest, and her blood 
sprinkled with his finger, seven times before the tabernacle 
of God ; after this, the entire heifer was burnt in that state, 
together with its skin and entrails, and they threw cedar 
wood, and hyssop, and searlet wool, into the midst of the 
fire ; then a clean man gathered all her ashes together, and 
laid them in a place perfectly dean. W^en, therefore, any 
persons were defiled with a dead body, they put a Kttle of 
these ashes mtfr spring water, with hyssop, and dipping part 
of these aeshes in it, they sprinkled them with it, both on 
the third day, and on the seventh, and after that they were 

* Josephus here ures this phrase, wJien the fortieth year vas com- 
pleted, for when it was begun ; as does St. Luke, when the day of 
Pentecost was completed, Act^ij. 1. 

t Whether Miriaai died, as Jose phus's Greek copies imply, on the 
first day of 4he month, may be doubted ; becaure the Latin copies 
say, it was on the tenths and po say tbe^ewtFh calenders also, as Ihv 
Bernard aFSures us. It is saicjl her sepulchre is ftill extant near 
Petra, the old capital city of Arabia Petraea, at this day ; as als« 
that of Aaron, not far off. 
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tkan. This he enjoined them to do also when the tribies 
should come iato their own land. * 

7. Now when this purification, which their leader mad« 
upon the mourning for his sister, as it has been, now describ- 
ed, was over, he caused the army to remove, and to march 
through the wilderness, and through Arabia. And when he 
came to a place that the Arabians esteem their metropolis, 
which was formerly called Arce, but has now the n«me of 
Petra, at this place, which was encompassed with high . 
mountains, Aaron went up one of them, in' the sight of the 
whole, army, Moses having before told him that he was to 
die,^or this place was over against them. He put off his 
pontifical garments, and delivered them to Eleazer his son, 
to whom the high- priesthood belonged, because he was the 
elder brother, and died while the multitude looked upon 
him. He died in the same year wherein he lost his sister, 
having lived in all an hundred and twenty and three years. 
He died on the first day of that lunar month which is called 
t>y the Athenians Hecatonibaeon, by the Macedonians Lous, 
but by the Hebrews Abba. 



CHAP. V. 

How Moses conquered Sikon and Og^ kings of the Amoritea^ 
and destroyed their whole army^ and then divided their land 
hy lot to two tribes and an half of the Hebrews* 

\\. The people mourned for Aaron thirty days; and 
when this^ mourning was^ over, Moses removed the army 
from that place, and came to the river Arnon, which issuing 
out of the mountains of Arabia, and running through alt 
th^t wilderness, fell into the lake Asphaltitis, and became 
the limit between the land of the Moabites, and the land of 
the Amorites. This land is fruitful, sind sufficient to main* 
tain a great number of men with the good things it pro* 
duces. Moses, therefore, sent messengers to Sihon, the king 
of this country, desiring that he would grant his army a 
{Passage, upon what security he should please to require ; he 
promised that he should be no way injured, neither as to that 
country which Sihon governed, nor as to its inhabitants ; and 
that he would buy his provisions at such a price as should 
be to their advantage, even though he should desire to sell 
them their very water. But Sihon refused his offer, an4 
VoL u z 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tes ANnqtTiTiES Bookir. 

put his army into battle-array, an4 was prep^ing erery 
thing in order to hinder their passing over Anion. 

t. When Moses saw that the Amorite king was disposed 
to enter upon hostilities with them, he thought he ought not 
to bear that msult ; and determining to wean the Hebrews 
fh>m their indolent temper, and prevent the disorders which 
arose thence, which had been the occasion of their former 
sedition, (nor indeed were they now thoroughly easy in 
their minds,) he inquired of God whether he would gire 
him leave to figHt ? which when he had done, and God also 
promised him the victory, he was himself very coun^eoos, 
and ready to proceed to fighting. Accordingly, he encoura- 
ged the soldiers ; and he desired of them that they would 
take the pleasure of fighting, now God gave them leave so 
to do. They then, upon the receipt of this commFssioii, 
which they so much longed for, put on their whole armour, 
and set about the work without delay. But the Amorite 
king was not now like to himself when the Hebrews were 
ready to attack him; but both. he himself was affrighted at 
the Hebrews, and his army, which before had showed them- 
selves to be of good courage, were then found to be timor- 
ous : so they could not sustain the first onset, nor bear up 
against the Hebrews, but ijied away, as thinking this would 
afford them a more likely way for their escape than fight- 
ing, for they depended upon their cities, which were strong, 
from which they yet reaped no advantage when they were 
forced to fly to them ; for as soon as the Hebrews saw them 
giving ground, they immediately pursued them close ; and 
when they had broken their raiUrs, they greatly terrified 
them, and some of them broke off from the rest, and ran 
away to the cities. Now the Hebrews pursued thqm brisk- 
ly, and obstinately persevered in the labours they had al- 
ready undergone ; and being very skilful in slinging, and 
very dexterous in throwing of darts, or any thing else of that 
kind, and also having nothing on but light armour, which 
made them quick in the pursuit, they overtook their ene- 
mies; and for those that were most remote, andxauld not 
be overtaken, they reached them by their slings, and their 
bows, so that many were slain ; and those that escaped the 
Slaughter were sorely wounded, and these were more te- 
tressed with thirst than with any of those that fought against 
them, for it was the siunmer season, and when the greatest 
number of them were brought down to the river, out of a 
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desire to drink ; as also, when others fled away by troops, 
the Hebrews came^ round them, and shot at them, so that 
nvbat With darts, and what with arrows, they made a slaugh- 
ter of them all. Sihon also, their king, was slain. So the : 
Hebrews spoiled their dead bodies, and to*k their prey. 
The land also which they took was full of abundance of 
fruits, and the army went all over it without fear, and fed 
their cattle upon it, and they took the enemies prisoners, 
for they could no wa^ put a stop to them, since all the 
fighting men were destroyed. Such was the destruction 
which overtook the AmoHtes, who were meitlier sagacious 
in counsel, nor courageous in action. Hereupon the He* 
brews took possession of their land, which is a country 
situate between three rivers, and naturally resembling an 
island, the river Arnon being its southern limit; the river 
Jabbok determining its northern side, which running into 
Jordan loses its own name, and takes the other, while Jor« 
dan itself puns along by it on its western coast. 

8. When matters were come to this state, Og, the king of 
Gilead and Gaulanitis, fell upon the Israelites, He brought 
an army with him, and came in haste to the assistance of 
his friend Sihon. But though he found him already slainj 
yet did he resolve^stiU to come and fight the Hebrews, sup- 
posing he should be too hard for them, and being dedrous 
to try their valour ; but failing of his hope, he was both him- 
self slain in the battle, and all his army was destroyed. So 
JMLoses passed over the river Jabbok, and overran the king- 
dom of Og. He overthrew their cities, and slew all their in- 
habitants, who yet exceeded in riches all the men in that 
part of the continent, on account of the goodness of the soil 
and the great quantity of his wealth. Now Og had very few 
equals, either in the largeness of his body, or handsomeness 
of bis appearance ; he was also a man of great activity, in the 
use of his hands, so that his actions were not unequal to the 
vast largeness, and handsome appearance of his body. And 
men could easily guess at his strength and magnitude, when 
they took his bed at Rabboth, the royal city of the Ammo- 
nites ; its structure was of iron, its breadth four cubits, and 
its length a cubit more than double thereto. However, his 
fall did not only improve the circumstances of the Hebrews 
for the present, but by his death he was the occasion of far- 
ther good success to them; for they presently took those 
sixty cities which were encompassed with excellent wallst 
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luid had b'eeH subject to him, and all got both in general and 
in particular a great prey. 



CHAP. VL 

Cxtncerning Balaam the prophet^ and what kind of a man he was. 

\ 1. Now Moses, when he had brought his army to Jor- 
dan, pitched his camp in the great plain over against Jeri- 
cho. This city is a very happy situation, and veiy fit for 
producing paYm-trees and balsam. And now the Israelites 
began to be very proud of themselves, and Were very eager 
for fighting. Mdses then, after he had ofiered for a few days 
tacrifices of thanksgiving to God, and feasted the people, 
sent a party of arme^d men to lay waste the country of 
the Midianites, ahd to take their cities. Now the occasion 
which he took for making t^ar upon them was this that fol- 
lows. 

' £. When Balak, the king of the Moabites, who had from 
his ancestor a friendship and league with the Midianites, s^w 
how greatly the Israelites were grown, he was much aflHght- 
ed on account of hisvown and his kingdom's danger; for he 
was not * acquainted with this that the Hebrews would not 
meddle with any other country, but were to be contented 
with the possession of the land of Canaan, God iiaving forbid 
them to go any farther. So he, with more haste than virisdom, 
resolved to make an attempt upon them by words; but he did 
not judge it prudent to fight against them, after they had had 
such prosperous success, and ev^n became out of ill success 
more happy than before, but he thought to hinder them, if 
he could, from growing greater, and so. he resolved to send 
ambassadors to the Midianites about them. Now these Mi- 
dianites knowing there was one Balaam, who lived by Eu- 
phrates, and was the greatest of the prophets ^t that time, and 
one that was in friendship with them, sent some of their hon- 

* What JoFephus here remarks, is well worth our remark in this 
place also, viz. that the Ifraelites were never to meddle with the 
Moabitef!, or Ammonite^, or any other peopie> but those belongiDg 
to the land of Canaan, and the country of Sihon and Og bcyonJ 
Jordan, as far as thd desert and Euphrates, and that therefore nO 
other people had reason to fear the conquests of the Israelites: but 
that those countries, given them by God, vvere the proper and pc- 
cul.ar portion among the nations, and that all who endeavoured !• 
dispossess them might ever be justly destroyed by them. 
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ourable princes along with the ambassadors of Balak, to en- 
treat the prophet to come to them that he might imprecate 
curses to the destruction of the Israelites. So Balaam re- 
ceiY^d the ambassadors, and treated them very kindly; and 
when he had supped, he inquired what was God's will, and 
what this matter was for which the Midianites entreated him 
to come to them? But when God opposed his gbing, he came 
to the ambassadors, and told them, tjiat he was himself very 
willing and desirous to comply with their request, but inform^ 
ed them, that God was opposite to his intentions, even that 
God who had raised him to great reputation on account of 
the truth of his predictions, for that this army, which they 
entreated him to come to curse, was in the favour of God, on 
which account he advised them to go home again, and not 
to persist in their enmity against the IsraeUtes : and when he 
had given them that answer, he dismissed the ambassadors. 

3. Now the Midianites, at the earnest instances, and fervent 
entreaties of Balak, sent other ambassadors to Balaam, who 
desiring to gratify tiie men, inquired- again of God ; but he was 
displeased at this * [second] trial, and bid him by ik> means 
contradict the ambassadors. Now Balaam did not imagine 
that God gave this injunction in order to deceive him, so he 
went along with the ambassadors: but when the divine an- 
gel met him in the way, when he was in a narrow passage, 
and hedged in with a wall on both sides, the ass on which 
Balaam rode understood that it was a divine spirit that met 

* Note, that Joeephas never snpposefi Balaam to be an idolater, 
nor to 9eek idolatrous enchantment, or to prophecy falsely, but to 
be no other than an iil-disposed prophet of the true God ; and inti- 
mates, that God's answer the second time, permitting him to go^ 
was ironical, and on design that he v^^hould be deceived, (which sort 
of deception, by way of puni hment for former crimes, Josephus never 
scruples to aduiit. as ever e.«tee-ting such wicked men justly and p/o* 
Tideatally dei:eived.) But perhaps we had better keep -here close 
to the text; whi'.h -ays, Nu»T»b. xxiii. 20, 21. that God only per- 
mitted Balaa>a to go along with the ambassadors, in cafe they camt 
and tailed him, or pos tiveiy insisted on his going along with them^ 
on any terms : whereas Ba aan seemr, out of impatience, to have 
risen up in the mdming and taddfed his ass, and rather to have called 
them than stayed for ts:e r calling him; so zealo'.s does he seem to 
kave been for bis retoard of divination, his tDages of unrighteoitsneas. 
Nuab xxii. 7. IT 18. 37. 2 Pet. <i. 15. Jude. v. 11. which reward or 
vages the truly religious prophetF of God never required, nor accept- 
ed, as onr Josephus j-^stly takes notice in the cases of Samuel, 
Antiq. B. v. ch. iv. i 1. and Daniel, Antin. V^. x. ch. xi. (3. See also 
«siu3^lv.2i,Sd.2KiBg«,T«i>fl6.2%jl7«^n4 Acts, riU. 18^2^; 
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hinij and thrust Balaam to one of the walls, without regard t0 
the stripes which Balaam, when he was hurt by the wall, 
gave her : but when the ass, upon the angePs coAtiuuaoce to 
distress her, and upon the stripes which were given 1h?f, fell 
down, by the will of God, she made use of the voice of a man, 
and complained of Balaam as acting unjustly to her; thait 
avhereas he had no fault to find with her in her former ser- 
vice to him, he now inflicted stripes upon her, as not un- 
derstanding that she was hindered from serving him in what 
be was now going about, by the providence of God. And 
when he was disturbed by reason of the voice of the as^ 
which was that of a man, the angel plainly appeared to hin^ 
and blamed him for the stripes he had given his ass ^ and 
informed him, that the brute creature was not in fault, but 
that he was himself come to obstruct his journey, as being 
contrary to the will of God. Upon which Balaam was afraid, 
and was preparing to return back again, yet did God excite 
him to go on his intended way ; but added this injuncti*»B, 
that he should declare nothing but what he himself should 
suggest to his mind. 

4. When God had given him this charge, he came to Ba- 
lak ; and when the king had entertained him in a magnificent 
manner^ he desired him to go to one of the mountains to take 
a view of the state of the camp of the Hebrews. Balak him- 
$elf also came to the mountain, and brought the prophet along 
with him with a royal attendance. This mountain lay over 
their heads, and was distant sixty furlongs from their c^amp. 
Now when he saw them, he desired the king to build him 
seven altars, and to bring him as many biUls and rams ; to 
which desire the king did presently conform. He then slew 
the sacrifices, and offered them as bumt-oflferings, that he 
jnight observe some signal of the flight of the Hebrews. Then 
said he, " Happy is the people on whom God bestows the 
^^^ssession of innumerable good things, and grants them hai 
own providence to be their assistant and their guide ! so that 
there is not any nation among mankind but you will be es- 
teemed superior to them in virtue, and in the earnest prose- 
cution of the best rules of life, and of such as are pure from 
wickedness ; and will leave those rules to yoUr excellent chil- 
dren, and this out of the regard that God bears to you, and 
the provision of such things for you as may render you happier 
than any other people under the sun. You shall retain Uiat 
hkod t« which he hisih sent you,.and it shall erer b« under tkoi 
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eommand of your children ; and both all the earth, as weil a« 
the sea, shall be filled with your glory ; and you shall be suf- 
ficiently numerous to supply the world in general, and cverjr 
region of it in particular, ^ith inhabitants out of your stock* 
However, O blessed army! wonder that you are become so 
many from one father : and truly, the land of Canaan can now 
hold you, as being yet comparatively few ; but know ye that 
the whole world is proposed to be your place of habitatioa 
for ever. The multitude o/^our posterity also shall live as 
well in the islands, as on the continent, and that more In num« 
ber than are the stars of Jieaven. And when you are become 
so^many, God will not relinquish the care of you, but will 
afibrd you an abundance of all good things in time of peace, 
with victory and dominion in time of war. May the children 
of your enemies have an inclination to fight against you ; and 
may they be so hardy as to come to arms, and to assault you 
in battle, for they will not return with victory*; nor will their 
return be agreeable to their children and wives. To so great . 
a degree of valour will you be raised by the providence of 
God, who is able to diminish the affluence of some, and to 
supply the wants of others." 

5. Thus did Balaam speak by inspiratioti, as not being in 
his own power, but moved to say what he did by the divine 
spirit. But when Balak was displeased, and said he had 
broken the contract he had made, whereby he was to come, 
as he and his confederates had invited him, by the promise of 
great presents ; for whereas he came to curse their eneniies, 
he had made an encomium upon them, and had declared that 
they were the happiest of tnen. To which Balaam replied, 
** O Balak, if thou rightly considerest this whole rriatter, canst 
thou suppose that it is in our power to be silent, or to saiy 
any thing when the spirit of God seizes upon us ? for he puts 
such words as he pleases in our mouths, and such discourses 
as we are not ourselves conscious of. I well remember by 
what entreaties both you and the Midianites so joyfully 
brought me hither, and on that account I took this journey. 
It was my prayer, that I might not put an affront upon you, 
as to what you desired of me ; but God is more powerful than 
the purposes I had made to serve yoU, for those that take 
Upon them to foretell the affairs of mankind, as from their 
own abilities, are entirely unable to do it, or to forbear to 
utter what God suggests to them, or to offer violence to his 
will j for when he prevents us« and enters into us, nothing that 
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we 8aj is our own. I then did not intend to praise this army, 
nor to go over the several good things which God intended 
to do to their race, but since he was so favourable to tliem, 
and so ready to bestow upon them an happy life, and eter* 
nal glury, he suggested the declaration of those things to me. 
But now, because it is my desire to oblige thee thyself, as 
well as the Midianites, whose entreaties it is not decent for 
me to reject, go to, let us again rear other altars, and offer 
the like sacrifices that we did before, that I may see whether 
I can persuade God to permit me to bind these men with 
curses." Which, when Balak had agreed to, God would not 
even upon * second sacrifices consent to his cursing the Is- 
raelites. Then fell Balaam upon his face, and foretold what 
calamities would befall the several kings of the nations, and 
the most eminent cities, some of which of old were not so 
much as inhabited ; which events have come to pass among 
the several people concerned, both in the foregoing ages, and 
in this, till my own memory, botbxby sea and land. From 
which completion of all these predictions that he made, one 
may easily guess that the rest will have their completion, ia 
time to come. 

6. But Balak being very angry that the Israelites were 
not cursedy sent away Balaam without thinking him worthy 
of any honour. Whereupon, when he was just upon hk 
journey, in order to p^ass the Euphrates, he sent for Balak, 
and for the princes of the Midianites, and spake tiius to them: 
*^ O Balak, and you Midianites that are here present, (for I 
am obliged, even without the will of God, to gratify you,) it 
is true no entire destruction can seize upon the nation of the 
Hebrews, neither by war, nor by plague, nor by scarcity of 
the fruits of the earth, nor can any other unexpected acci-> 
dent be their entire ruin ; for the providence of God is con- 
cerned to preserve them from such a misfortune, nor will it 
permit any such calamity to come upon them whereby they 
may all peribh ; but some small misfortunes, and those for a 
short time, whereby they may appear to be brought low, 
may still befall them ; but after that they will flourish agaioi 

* Whether Josephus had in liis copy but two attempts of Balaea 
in at! to curse Israe!, or whether by this his ivokt tfftring saerif^ 
be meant twice beside that fir^t tioie already mentioned, which yet 
is not very probable, cannot now be certainly detenriined. In the 
mean ti.ne, all other copies have thru soch attempts of Balaam te 
cocse them in the present history* 
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to the terror of (hose that brought those mischiefs upon them. 
So that if you have a mind to gain a victory over them for 
A short space of time, you will obtain it by following ray di- 
rections : do you, therefore, set out the handsomest of such 
of your daughters as are most eminent for beauty, and pro- 
per to force and conquer the modesty of those that behold 
them, and these decked and trimmed to the highest degree 
you are able : then do you send them to be near the Israel- 
ites'- camp ; and give them in charge, that when the young 
men of the Hebrews desire their company, they allow it 
them ; and when they see that they are enamoured of them^ 
let them take their leaves, and if they entreat them to stay, 
let tbeiy not give their consent till they have persuaded 
them to leave off their obedience to their own laws, and the 
ilrorship of that God who established them, and to worship 
the gods of Midianites and Moabites, for by this means God 
will be angry * at them." Accordingly, when Balaam had 
suggested this counsel to them, he went his way. 

7, So when the Midianites had sent their daughters, ae 
Balaam had exhorted them, the Hebrew young men were 
allured by their beauty, and came to discourse with them, 
and besought them not to grudge them the enjoyment of 
their beauty, nor to deny them their conversation. These 
daughters of the Midianites received their words gladly, and 
consented to it, and staid with them ; but when they had 
brougVt them to be enamoured of them, and their inclina- 
tions tit them were grown to ripeness, they began to think 
of departing from them, then it was that these men became 
greatly disconsolate at the women's departure, and they 
were urgent with them not to leave them, but begged they 
would continue there, and become their wives ; and they 
promised them, they should be owned as mistresses of all 
they had. This they said with an oath ; and called God 
for the arbitrator of what^they promised ; and this with 
tears in their eyes, and all other such marks of concern as 
might show how miserable they thought themselves without 
them, and so might move their compassion for them. So 

• This grand maxim, that Goi^t people of Israfl should never be 
hurly nor destroyed, hut by drawing them to sin against God^ appears 
to be true, by the entire hihtory of that peep e. both hi the Bible, 
and in Jnseph«i8, and is 6ffen taken notice of in them both. See iii 

Sart'cular a rao't rtmark«Iile Atnuonite testimony to this purpoiei 
oditli, T. 5—21. 
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the women, as soon aa the j perceived they had made them 
their slaves, and had caught them with their conTersation, 
began to speak thus to them : 

8. *' O you illustrious young men ! we have houses of our 
own at home, and great plenty of good things there, toge- 
ther with the natural affectionate love of our parents and 
friends ; nor is it out of our want of any such things that 
we come to discourse with you, nor did we admit of your 
invitation with design to prostitute the beauty of our body 
for gain, but taking you for brave and worthy men, we 
agreed to your request, that we might treat you with such 
honours as hospitality required ; and now seeing you say 
that you have a great affection for u8, and are troubled when 
you think we are departing, we are not averse to your en- 
treaties ; and if we may receive such assurance of your 
good-wHl as we think can be alone sufficient, we will be 
glad to lead our lives with you as your wives, but we are 
afraid that you wiH in time be weary of our company, and 
will then abuse us, and send us back to our parents, after an 
Ignominious manner ; and they desired that they would ex- 
cuse them from guarding against that danger." But the 
young men professed they would give them any assurance 
they should desire ; nor did they at all contradict what they 
requested, so great was the passion they had for them. " If 
then,'* said they, «* this be your resolution, since you make use 
of such * cifstoms and conduct of life as are entirely»differ- 
ent from all other men, insomuch that your kinds ff food 
are^ peculiar to yourselves, and your kinds of drink are not 
eommon to others, it will be absolutely necessary, if yoa 
would have us for your wives, that you do withall worship 
our gods : nor can there be any other demonstration of the 
kiadness which you say you already have^ and promise to 

* What Josephus here puts into the mouths of there M^diaotts 
women, who caiue to entice the I-aei'tes tolewdne s and id'Mat-jr, 
viff.that their 'worship of the God of Ifrael in oppo tion <o their dol 

g»d . impled their living according to the holy laws whxh the t.oe 
od had given -<hem by Moses, in opposition to tho^e impure laws 
wh ch were o erved under their false gods, well de'^rves ojr coa- 
sideration ; and gves u. a s< bstantial reason for (be great oonoera 
that was ever howed under the iaw of Moses to preserve theb- 
raelite' from idolatry, and in the wor hip of the true God it beiii( 
of no less con eqtience Ihen. whether God's people hould be go- 
verned by the holy lavs of the true God or by the impure laws, d»* 
rived from demons, ander the Pagaa idelatry. 
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have hereafter to us, than this, that you wership the same 
gods that we do ; for has any one reason to complain, that 
you ;now are come into this country, you should worship 
the proper gods of the same country ; especially while our 
gods are common to all men, and yours such as helong to 
nobody else but yourselves.** So they said they must either 
come into such methods of divine worship as all others 
came into, or else they must look out for another world, 
wherein' they may live by themselves, according to their 
own laws. 

9. Now the young men were induced by the fondness 
they had for these women, to think they spake very well, 
8o they gave themselves up to what they persuaded them, 
and transgressed their own laws ; and supposing there were 
many gods, and resolving that they would sacrifice to them 
according to the laws of that country which ordained them, 
they both were delighted with their strange food, and went 
on to do every thing that the women would have them do, 
though in contradiction to their own laws ; so far, indeed, 
that this transgression was already gone through .the whole 
army of the young men, and they fell into a sedition that 
was much worse tl\an the former, and into danger of the 
entire abolition of their own institutions; for when once the 
youth Bad tasted of these strange customs, they went vy^ith 
insatiable inclinations into them ; and even where some of 
the principal men were illustiious on account of the virtues 
of their fathers, they also were corrupted together with the 
rest. 

10. Even Zimri, the head of the tribe of Simeon, accom- 
panied with Cozbi, a Midianitish woman, who was the daugh- 
ter of Sur, a man of authority in that country ; and being 
desired by his wife to disregard the law of Moses, and to 
follow those she was used to, he complied with her, and 
this both by sacrificing, after a manner different from his 
own, and by taking a stranger to wife. When things were 
thus, Moses was afraid that matters should grow worse, and 
called the people to a congregation, but then accused nor 
oody by name, as unwilling to drive those into despair who, 
by lying concealed, might come to repentance ; but he said, 
•* that they did not do what was either worthy of them- 
selves, or of their fathers, by preferring pleasure to God, 
and to the living according to his will : that it was fit the^ 
should change their courses, while their affairs were still in 
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a good state ; and thmk that to be true fortitude which of 
fers not violence to their laws, but that which resists their 
lusts. And besides that, he said, it was not a reasonable 
thing, when they had lived soberly in the wilderness, to act . 
jnadly now they were in prosperity ; and that they ought 
not to lose, now they have abundance, what they had gain- 
ed when they ha^ little." And so did he endeaTOur, by 
saying this, to correct the young men, to bring them to re- 
pentance for what they had done.' 

1 1. But Ziniri arose up after him, and said, <* Yes, indeedj 
Moses, thou art at liberty to make use of such laws as (boa 
art fond of, and hast by accustoming thyself to them, made 
them firm ; otherwise, if things had not been thus, thou hadst 
often been punished before nOw, and hadst known that the 
Hebrews are not easily put upon: but thou shalt not have 
me as one of thy followers in thy tyrannical commands, for 
thou dost nothing else hitherto, but under pretence of laws, 
and of God, wickedly impose On us slavery, and gain dp- 
minion to thyself, while thou deprivest us of the sweetness 
of life, which consists in acting according to our own wills, 
and is the right of free men, and of those that have no lord 
over them. Nay, indeed, this man is harder upon the He- 
brews than were the Egyptians themselves, as pretend- 
ing to punish according to his laws every one's acting what 
is most agreeable to himself ; but thyself better deservest to 
suffer punishment, who assum^st to abolish what every one 
acknowledges to be what is good lor him, andaimest to make 
thy single opinion to have more force than that of all the 
rest ; and what I now do, and think to be right, I sl^ not * 
hereafter deny to be according to my own sentiments. I 
have married, as thpu sayest rightly, a strange woman, and 
thou hearest what I do from myself as from one that is free, 
for truly I did not intend to conceal myself. I also own, 
that I sacrifice to those gods to whom you do not think fit to 
sacrifice ; and I think it right to come at truth by inquiring 
of many people, and not like one that lires under tyranny, to 
suffer the whole hope of my life to depend upon one man.: 
nor shall any one find cause to rejoice, who declares hin^ 
self to have more authority over my actions than myself." 

12. Now when Zimri had said these things, about what 
he and some others had wickedly done, the people held their 
peace, both out of fear of what might come upon them, 
«nd because they saw their legislator was not willing to bring 
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his insolence before the public any farther, or openly to con- 
tend with him, for he avoided'that lest many should imi- 
tate the impudence of his language, and hereby disturb the 
multitude ; upon this the assembly was dissolved. However, 
the mischievous attempt had proceeded farther if Zhnri . 
had not been first slain, which came to pass on the follow- 
ing occasion : Phineas, a man in other respects better than 
the rest of the young men, and also one that surpassed his 
contemporaries in the dignity of his father, (for he was the 
son of Eleazar, the high-priest, and the grandson of [Aaron] 
3Ioses's brother,) who was greatly troubled at what was 
done by Zimri, resolved in earnest to inflicfr punishment on 
him, before his unworthy l)ehaviour should grow stronger 
by impunity, and in order to prevent this transgression from 
proceeding farther, which %vould happen if the ring-leaders 
were not punished. He was of so great magnanimity, both 
in strength of mind and body, that, when he undertook any 
very dangerous attempt, he did not leave it off till he over- 
came it, and got an entire victory ; so he came into Zimri'« 
tent, and slew him witti his javelin, and with it he slew 
Cozbi also. Upon which all those young men that had a re- 
gard to virtue, and aimed to do a glorious action, imitated 
Phineas's boldness, and slew those that were found to be 
guilty of the same crime with Zimri. Accordingly, many 
of those that had transgressed perished by the magnani- 
mous valour of those young men ; the rest all perished by a 
plague, which distemper God himself inflicted upon them ; 
so that all those their kindred, who, instead of hindering them 
from such wicked actions, as they ought to have done, and 
persuaded them to go on, were esteeified by God as part- 
ners in their wickedness, and died. Accordingly, there pe- 
rished out of the army no fewer than * fourteen [twenty- 
four] thousand at that time. 

1 i3. This was the cause why Moses was provoked to send 
an army to destroy the Midianites ; concerning which expe- 
dition we shall speak presently, when we have first related 
what we hare omitted ; for it is but just not to pass over 
our legislator's due encomium, on account of his conduct 
here, because, although this Balaam, who was sent for by 

* Tiic mistake in all Josephu!'\s copies, Greek and Latin, which 
have here 14,000 ins-tcad of £4 000, is so flagrant, that our very 
learned cditopf»,'BernaHl and Hudson, have put the Matter number 
d'rectly into the text: I choose rather to put it in brackets. 
VuL L A a 
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tbe Mldiaoitea to curse the Hebrews, and when he was hin- 
dered from doing it by divine proTidence, did still suggest 
that advice to them, by making use of whieh our enemies 
had well nigh corrupted the whole multitude of the Hebrews, 
with their wiles, till some of them were deeply infected 
with their opinions, yet did he do him great honour, by set- 
ting down his prophecies in writing. And while it was in bh 
power to claim this glory to himself, and make men believe 
they were his own predictions, there being no one that could 
be a witness against him, and accuse him fpr so doing, he 
still gave his attestation to him, and did him the honour to 
make mention *of him on this account. But let everyone 
think of these matters as he pleases. 



CHAP. VII. • 

How ihe Hebrews fought with the Midianiies^ and overcame 
them. 

\ X' Now Moses sent an army against the land of Midiao, 
for the causes forementioned, in all twelve thousand, taking 
an equal number out of every tribe, and appointed Phineas 
for their commander ; of which Phinieas we made mention 
a little before, as he that had guarded the laws of the He- 
brews, and had inflicted punishment upon Zimri when he 
had transgressed them. Now the Midianites perceived be- 
forehand how the Hebrews were coming, and would sud- 
denly be upon them, they assembled their army together, 
and fortified the entrances into their country, and there 
awaited the enemyl; coming. When they were come, and 
they had joined battle with them,jan immense multitude of 
the Midianites fell; nor could they be numbered, they were 
so very many: and among them fell all their kings, five hi 
number, viz. Evi, Zur, Reba, Hur, and Rekem, who was of 
the same name with a city, the chief and capital of all Ara- 
bia, which is till now so called by the whole Arabian nation, 
Jlrtcem^ from the name of the king that built it, but is by the 
Greeks called Petra. Now, when the enemies were discom- 
fited, the Hebrews spoiled their country, and took a great 
prey, and destroyed the men that were its inhabitants, to- 
gether Willi the women; only they let virgins alone, as 
Moses had commanded Phineas to do, who indeed came 
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back, bringing with him an army that had received no harm, 
and a great deal of prey ; fifty-two thousand beeves, seventy^ 
five thousand six hundred sheep, sixty thousand asses, with 
an immense quantity of gold and silver furniture, which the 
Midianites made use of in their houses; for they were so 
wealthy that they were very luxurious. There were also led 
captive about * thirty-two thousand virgins. So Moses part- 
ed the prey into parts, and gave one fiftieth part to Elc<izar 
and the two priests, and another fiftieth part to the Levites ; 
and distributed the rest of the prey among the people. After 
which they lived happily, as having obtained an abundance 
of good things by their valour; and there being no misfor- 
tune that attended them, pr hindered the enjoj^ment of that 
happiness. 

2. But Moses was now grown old, and appointed Joshua 
for his successor, both to receive directions from God as a 
prophet, and for a commander of the army, if they should at 
any time stand in need of sueh a one : and this was done by 
the command of God, that to him the care of the public 
should btt committed. Now Joshua had been instructed in 

* The slaughter of all the Midianite women, that had prostitu- 
ted themselves to ihe \wd Israelites, and the preservation of those 
that bad not been guilty tberel.t ; the last of which were no fewer 
than Si,000, both here, and Numb. xxxi. 15, 16, 17. S5. 40. 46. and 
both by the particular command of God, are higl^y remarkable ; and 
show, that even in nations otherwise, for their wickedness doomed 
to destruction, the innocent were sometimes particularly and provi- 
dentially taken care of and delivered from that destruction, which 
directly implies, that it was the wickedness of the nations of Ca- 
naan, and nothing^ else, that occasioned their excision. See Gen. 
XV. 1€. 1 Sam. xv. 18. 33. Constitut. Apost. B. viii. ch. xii. p. 402. 
In the fint of which places the reason of the delays of the pnnish- 
ment of the Amorites is given, beeaust their iniquity wots not ytlfuU. 
^ In the second, Saal is ordered to ^o and destroy the sinners, the Ania" 
lekitts^ plainly implying that they were therefore to be destroyed 
because they were sinners, and not otherwb^e. In the third, the 
reason is given, why king Agag was not to be spared, viz, because 
of h's former cruelty, as thy sword hath made [//le Jffcftrctp] women 
childless^ so shall thy mother be made childless among women by the 
H' brews. In the last place, the Apostles, or their amanuensis Cle- 
Uicnt, give this reason for the necessity of the coming of Chri:t, 
that men had formerly perverted both (he positive law and that of 
nature, and had east out of their mind the memory of ihe flood, the 
burning of 8odom,the plagues of ihe Egyptians, and the slaughter of 
ihe itUuibitanis of Palestine, as signs of most amazing impatience and 
insensibility, under the punishments of horrid wickedne:s. 
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all those kinds of learning which concerned the laws and 
<iod himself, and Moses had been his instructor. 

3. At this time it was, that the two tribes of Gad, and 
Reubel, and the half tribe of Manasseb, abounded in a mul- 
titude of cattle, as well as in all other kinds of prosperity, 
whence they had a meeting, and in a body came and be- 
sought Moses to give them, us their peculiar portion^ that 
land of the Amorites, which they had taken by right of war, 
because it was fruitful, and good for feeding of cattle. But 
Moses, supposing that they ^ere afraid of fighting with the 
Canaanites, and invented this provision for their cattle a 
handsome excuse for avoiding that war, he called them ar- 
rant cowards; and said, " they had only contrived a decent 
excuse for that cowardice, and that they had a mind to live in 
luxury and ease, while all the rest were labouring with great 
pains to obtain the land they were desirous to have, and that 
they were not willing to march along, and undergo the re- 
maining hard service, whereby they were, under the divine 
promise, to pass over Jordan, and overcome those our ene- 
mies which God had showed them, and so obtain their 
land." But these tribes, ^vhen they saw that Moses was 
angry with them, and when they could not deny but he had 
a just cause to be displeased at their petition, made an apo- 
logy for themselves, and said, that " it was not on account 
of their fear of dangers, nor on account of their laziness, that 
they made this request to him, but that they might leave the 
prey they had gotten in places of safety, and thereby might 
be more expedite, and ready to undergo difficulties, and to 
fight battles." They added this also, that " when they had 
built cities, wherein they might preserve their children, and 
wives, and possessions, if he wouM bestow upon them, they 
would go along with the rest of the army." Hereupon Moses 
was pleased with what they said : so he called for Eleazar 
the high-priest, and Joshua, and the chief of the tribes, and 
permitted these tribes to possess the land of the Amorites ; 
but upon this condition, that they should join with their 
kinsmen in the war, until Jill things were settled. Upon 
which condition they took possession of the country, and 
built them strong cities, and put into them their children, 
and their wives, and whatsoever else they had that might 
be an impediment to the labours of their future marches. 

4. Moses also now built those ten cities, which were to 
be tf the number ©f the forty- eight [for the Lfiviles ;] three 
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of which he jotted to those that slew any person involuiH 
tarily, and Mm to them, and he assigned the same time for 
their baQui||^nt with that of the life of the high-priest under 
whom the slaughter and flight happened, after which death 
of the high-priest he permitted the slayer to return home. 
During the time of his exile, the relations of him that was 
slain may, by this law, kill the manslayer, if they caught him 
without the bounds of the city to which he fled, though this 
permission was not granted to any other person. Now the 
cities which were set apart for this flight were these ; Bezer, 
at the borders of Arabia ; Ramoth, of the land of Gilead ; and 
Golan, in the land of Bashan. There were to be also, by 
Moses's command, three other cities allotted for the habi- 
tation of these fugitives out of the cities of the Levites, but 
not till after they should be in possession of the land of 
Canaan. 

5. At this time the chief men of the tribe of Manasseh 
came to Moses, and informed him, that there was an emi- 
nent man of their tribe dead, whose name w^as Ztlophehady 
who left no male children, but left daughters; and asked 
him, whether these daughters might inherit his land, or not? 
He made this answer, that if they shall marry into their own 
tribe, they shall carry their estate along with them ; but if 
they dispose of themselves in marriage to men of another 
tribe, they shall leave their inheritance in their father's tribe ; 
and then it was that Moses ordained, that every one's in- 
heritance should continue in bis own tribe. 



CHAP. VHI. 

The polity settled hy Moses ; and how he disappeared from 
among mankind, 

^ 1. When forty years were completed, within thirty 
'days, Moses gathered the congregation together near Jor- 
dais, where the city Abila now stands, a place full of palm- 
trees ; and all the people being come together, he spake 
thus to them : 

2. ♦* O you Israelites and fellow soldiers ! who have been 
partners with me in this long and uneasy journey, since it is 
now t!ie will of God, and the course of old age, at a hun- 
drtii and twenty, requires it, that I should depart out of 
tills life ; and since God has forbidden me to be a patron oi: 
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an assistant to you in^ivhat remains to be doM-beyond Jor- 
dan, I thought it reasonable not to leare oSfPfb^ndea touts 
even now for your happiness, but to do my w^INt to pro- 
cure for you the eternal enjoyment of good things, and a 
memorial for myself, when you shall be in the fruition of 
great plenty and prosperity : come, therefore, let me sug- 
gest to you by what means you may be happy, and may 
leave an eternal prosperous possession thereof to your chil- 
dren after you, and then let me thus go out of the world; 
and I cannot but deserve to be believed by you, both on ac- 
count of the great things I have already done for you, and 
because, when souls are about to leave the body, they speak 
with the sincerest freedom. O * children of Israel! then 
is hut one source of happiness for all mankind^ the favour 
OF ooD, fdr he alone is able to give good things to those 
that deserve them, and to deprive those of them that sin 
against him; towards whom, if you behave yourselves ac- 
cording to his will, and according to what I, who well un- 
derstand his mind, do exhort you to, you will both be 
esteemed blessed, and will be admired by all men ; and will 
never come into misfortunes, nor cease to be happy : yoo 
will then preserve the possession of the good things you al- 
ready have, and will quickly obtain those that you at pre- 
sent are in want of, only do you be obedient to those whom 
God would have you to follow. Nor do you prefer any other 
constitution of government before the laws now given you, 
neither do you disregard that way of divine' worslnp whick 
you now have, nor change it for any other form : and if you 
do this, you will be the most courageous of all men, in un- 
dergoing the fatigues of war, and will not be easily conquer- 
ed by any of your enemies ; for while God is present with 
you to assist you, it is to be expected that you will be able 
to despise the opposition of all mankind : and great rewards 
of virtue are proposed ior you, if you preserve that virtue 
through your whole lives. Virtue itself is indeed the prin- 
cipal and first reward, and after that it bestows abundance 
of others; so Uiat your exercises of virtue towards other 

* Joeephus here, In this one feotence, sums up his notion of Mo- 
ses's very long and very serious exhortations in the book of Deo- 
teroDomy ; and his words are so true, and of such importance, thai 
they deserve to be had in constant Vemeiubrance bolh by Jews and 
Chi'Istianf! : O children of Israel! there is but one source of happiness 
fer all mankiitek, tb£ favovr of sen. 
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men will make yotiir own lives happy, and render you more 
glorious than foreigners can be, and procure yog an undis- 
puted reputation with posterity. These blessings you will 
he able to obtain, in ease you hearken to, and observe those 
laws which, by divine revelation, I have ordained for you ; 
that is, in case witball you meditate upon the wisdom that 
is in them. I am going from you myself, rejoicing in the 
good things you enjoy ; and I recommend you to the wise 
conduct of your law, to the becoming order of your polity, 
and to the virtues of yodr commanders, who will take care 
of what is for your advantage. And that God, who has 
l>een till now your leader, and by whose good-will I have 
myself been useful to you, will not put a period now to his- 
providence over you, but as long as you desire to have him 
your protector, in your pursuits after virtue, so long will 
-you enjoy his care over you. Your high-priest also, Elea- 
zar, as -well as Joshua, with the senate, and chief of yoin* 
tribes, will go before you, and suggest the best advices to 
YOU ; by following which advices you will continue to be 
liappy, to whom do you give ear, without reluctance, as sen 
sible that all such as know well how to be governed, will 
also know how to govern, if they be promoted to that au- 
thority themselves. And do not you esteem liberty to con- 
sist in opposing such directions as your governors think fit to 
give you for your practice, as at present indeed you 
place your liberty in nothing else but abusing your benefac- 
tors ; which error if you can - avoid for the time to come^ 
your affairs will be in a better condition than they have hi- 
therto been : nor do you ever indulge such a degree of pas- 
sion in these matters, as you have oftentimes done when 
you h*ave been very angry with me ; for* you know that I 
have been ofteoer in danger of death from you than from 
our enemies. Wluit I now put you in mind of is not done 
in order to reproach you, for f do not think it proper, now , 
I am going out of the world, to bring this to your remem- 
brance, in order to leave you offended at me, since, at the 
time, when I underwent those hardships from you, I was 
not angry at you, but I do it in order to make you wiser 
hereafter, and to teach you that this will be for your secu- 
rity : I mean, that you never be injurious to those that pre- 
side over you, even when you are become rich, gis you will 
be to a great degree when you have passed over Jordan, and 
are \n possession of the land of Canaan. Sinte when you 
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idiall have eace {H'oeeeded so far hj your weakh, as to » 
contempt and dis^regard of virtue, you will also forfeit the 
favour of God ; and when you have made him your enemy^ 
you will be beaten in war, and will have the land which yoa 
pQS3e8S taken away again from you by your enemies, ao4 this 
with great reproaches upon your conduct You will be scat- 
tered over the whole world, and will, as slaves, entirely fill 
both sea and land : and when once you, have had the eiq>e- 
rience of what I now say, you will repent, and remember the 
laws you have broken, when it is too late. Whence I would 
advise you, if you intend to preserve these laws, to leave 
none of your enemies alive when you have conquered themi 
but to look upon it as for your advantage to destroy them 
all, lest, if you permit them to live, yow taste of their man- 
ners, and thereby corrupt your own proper institutions. I 
also do farther exhort you to overthrow their altars, and 
their groves, and whateoever temples they have among 
them, and to burn all such their nation and their very me- 
mory with fire, for by this means alone the safety of your 
own happy Constitution can be firmly secured to you. And 
in order to prevent your ignorance of virtue,, and the dege* 
neraey of your nature iqto vice, I have also ordained your 
laws, by divine suggestion, and a form of government, which 
are so good, that, if you regularly observe them, you will be 
l^teemed of all men the most happy." 

3. When he had spoken thus, he gave them the laws and 
tlie constitution of government written in a book. Upon 
which the people fell into tears, and appeared already touch- 
ed with the sense that they should have a great want of 
their conductor, because they remembered what a number 
of dangers he bad passed through, and ivhat care he had 
taken of their preservation f they desponded about what 
would come upon them after he was dead, and thought tliey 
should never have another governor like him; and feared 
that God would then take less care of them when Moses 
was gone, who used to intercede for them. They also rer 
pented of what they had said to him in the wilderness when 
they were angry, and were in grief on those accounts, inso- 
much that the whole hotly of the people fell into tears with 
such bitterness, that it was past the power of words to com- 
fort them in their affliction. However Moses -gave them some 
consolation ; and by calling them off the thought ho<v wor- 
thy he was of their weeping for him^ he exhorted them^to 
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keep to that form of government he had giren thein ; and 
then the congregation was dissolved at that time. 

4. Accordingly, I shall now first describe this form of go- 
vernment, which was agreeable to the dignity and virtue of 
Moses : and shall thereby inform those that read these An- 
tiquities,' what our original settlements were, and shall then 
proceed to the remaining histories. INow those settlements 
are all still in writing as he left them ; and we shall add no- 
thing by way of ornament, nor any thing besides what Mo- 
ses left us, only we shall so far innovate as to digest the seve- 
ral kinds of laws into a regular system, for they were by him 
left in writing as they were accidentally scattered in their de- 
livery, and as he Upon inquiry had learned them of God. 
On which account, I have thought it necessary to premise 
this observation beforehand, l^st any of my own country- 
men should blaine me, as having been guilty of an offence 
herein. Now part of our constitution will inckide the laws 
that belong to our political state. As for those laws which 
Moses left concerning our common conversation and inter- 
course one with another, I have reserved that for a discourse 
■concerning our manner of life, and the occasion of those 
laws, which I propose to myself, With God's assistance, to 
write after I have finished the work lamnow upon. 

5. When you have possessed yourselves of the land of 
Canaan, and have leisure to enjoy the good things of it, and 
when you have afterward determined to build cities, if you 
will do what is pleasing to God, you will have a secure state 
of happiness. Let there be then one city of the land of Ca- 
naan, and this situate in' the most agreeable place for its 
goodness, and very eminent in itself, and let it be that which 
God fehall choose for himself, by prophetic revelation. Let 
there also be one temple therein, and one altar, not reared 
of hewn stones, but of such as you gather together at ran- 
dom ; which stones, when they are whited over with mortar, 
will have an handsome a|»pearance, and be beautiful to the 
sight. Let the ascent to it be * not by steps, but by an ac- 

» This law, both here ami Exod. xx. 25, 26. of not going up te 
God's altar by ladder «<e|95, but on acclivity, seeais^ot tobave be- 
longed to the altar of the tabernai'ie, whic h was in all but three cu« 
bits high,Exod. xxvU. 1. nor to that of Eeekiel, whith was. express- 
ly to be gone up to by $tep8, xliii. 17. but rather on occa ional al- 
tars of any considerable altitude and largenes; as a'so piobabiy 
to Salomen's attar, te which it i,s hera applied by Josephus, as well 
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cltvitjr <^( raised earth. And let there be neither an altar, 
nor a temple in any other city ; for God is but one, and the 
nation of the Hebrews is but one. 

6. He that blasphemeth God, let him be stoned ; and let 
him hang upon a tree all that day, and then let him be 
buried in an ignominious and obscure manner. 

7. Let those that lire as remote as the bounds of the land 
which the Hebrews shall possess, come to that city where 
the temple shall be, and this three times in a year, that they 
may give thanks to God for his former benefits, and may 
entreat him for those that shall want hereafter ; and let 
them, by this means, maintain a friendly correspondence 
with one another, by^uch meetings and feasting together; 
Sot it is 9 good thing for those that are of the same stock, 
and under the same* 4nstitutio.i3 of laws, not. to be unac» 
quainted with each other ; which acquaintance will be main- 
lined by thus conversing together, and by seeing and tatt<- 
ing with one another, and so renewir^ the memorials of this 
union, for if they do not thus converse together ceatinuaBy, 
they will appear like mere strangers to one another. 

8. Let there be taken out of your fruits a tenth, bendei 
that which youliare JSltOttM^ ftT^ to ttrerpnT^ts fttod Le- 
¥ttes. This yx)u may hideed sell in th^ Country,' but it is to 
he used in those feasts and saerificea that are to be celebrated 
In the holy city ; for it is fit that you should enjoy thos^ 
fruits of the earth which €K)d gives you to poss^s^ so » 
may be tp the honour #f the donor. 

9. Yeu are not to offer sacrifices out of the * hire of a 
woman which is an harlot, for the Deity is not pleased wi& 
any thing that arises f^rom such abuses of nature ; of which 
»ort none can be worse than this prostitution of' the body. 
In like man&er, ao one may take the price of the covering 

as to that in Ziorobabers and Herod^s temple, which were, I th!nk, 
all ten cubits* high. See ^ Chron. iv.-l. and Aatiq. B. viti. ch. iil 
i 7. The reason why these temples, and these only, were to have 
this ascent on an acclivity, and not by j^teps, is obvious, that befor* 
the invention of stairs, {^uch as we now use. decency cojld not be 
•therwise providetl for in the loose garnients which the pr ert*. wore, 
a« the law required. See Lamy of the Tabernacle and Temple, p. 

* The hire of public or recret harlot!" was given to Venus in Sy- 
r'a as Lucian informs u«i, p. 878. and against so.ne 'Uuh vile practice 
Qi the oI4 idolaters tk'ts law seems to have been made. 
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of a bitch, either of one that is used in hunting, or in keep- 
ing of sheep, and thence sacrifice to God. 

1 0. Let no one * blaspheme those gods which other cities 
esteem sucl^ : nor may one steal what belongs to strange 
temples j nor take away the gifts that are dedicated to any 
god. 

11. Let not any one of you wear a garment made of 
woollen and linen, for that is appointed to be for the priests 
alone. ^ 

12. When the multitude are assembled together into the 
holy" city for sacrificing every seventh year^ at the feast of 
tabernacles, let the high-priest stand upon an high desk, 
whence he may be heard, and let him read the t la'f^s to all 
the people : and let neither the women nor the children be 
hindered fromi hearing, no, nor the senrsnts neither ; for it 
is a good thing that those laws should be engraven in their 
souls, and preserved in their memories, that so it may not 
be possible to blot them out, for by this means they will not 
be guill^ of sin, when they cannot plead ignorance of what 
the laws have enjoined them. The laws also will have a 
great authority among them^ as foretelling what they will 
sufier if they break them ; and imprinting in their souls b;f 
this hearing what they commanded them to do, that so there 
may always be' withint their minds that intention of the laws 
which they have despised and broken, and have thereby 
been the, causes of their ewn mischief. Let the children 
also learn the laws, as the first thing they are taught, which 
wHl be the best thing they are taught, and will be the cause 
of their own future felicity. 

13, Let every one commemorate before God the benefits 
which he bestowed upon them, at their deliverance out of 
the land of Egypt, and this twice every day, both when the 
day begins, and when the hour of sleep comes on ; gratitude 
being in its own nature a just thing, and serving not only 
by way of return for past, but also by way of invitation of 
future favours. They are also to inscribe the principal 

* The Aportolical Constitutions, B. ii. ch. rxvi. 4 31. expom^ 
this law of Moses, Exod. xxii. 28 Thou shaft not revile or blap- 
phetne the gods^ or magistrates, wh'ch is a much more probable ex* 
prcf sioD than this of Jofephus'f, of heathen gods as here, am^lagainst 
Apion, B. ii.ch. iii. ( i. 

t What book of the lav was thus publicly read, see the note on 
Antiq. B. x. ch. v. k 5. and Esd. ix. 39— d5. 
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blessbgs they had recehed from God upon their * doorr; 
and show the same remembrance of them on their arms : as 
also, they are to bear on their forehead, and their arm, those 
wonders which declare the power of God, and his good 
will towards them, that God's readiness to bless them may 
appear every where conspicuous about them. 

14. Let there be seven men to judge f in every city, and 
these such as have been before most zealous in the exercise 
of virtue and righteousness. Let every judge have two ofli- 
cers allotted him out of the tribe of Levi. Let those that 
are chosen to judge in the several cities be had in great 
honour ; and let none be permitted to revile any others whea 
these are present, nor to carry themselves in an insolent 
manner to them, it being natural that reverence towards 
those in high offices among men should procure men's fear 
and reverence towards God. Let those that judge be per- 
mitted to determine according as they think to be right, 
unless any one can show that they have taken bribes, to the 
perversion of justice, or can allege any other accusation 
against them, whereby it may appear they have passed an 
unjust sentence ; for it is not fit that causes should be openly 
determined out of regard to gain, or to the dignity of the 
suitors, but that the judges should esteem what is right be- 
fore all other things, otherwise God will by that means be 
despised, and esteemed inferior to tliose, the- dread of whose 
power has occ^asioned the unjust sentence ; for justice is tkt 

* Whether these phylacteries, and other Jewish memorials of the 
law, here mentioned by Josephus and by Mo?es, (bes-des the fringes , 
on the borders of their garments Niimb. xv. 37.) were literaJly 
meant by God, I much question. That they have been long ob- 
served by the Pharirees, and the Rabbinical Jews, is certain : how- 
ever, the Caraites, who ret^elve not the unwritten traditions of the 
elders, but keep close to the written law, with Jerom and Grotius, 
think they were not literally to be understood ; as Bernard and Re- 
land be- e take notice. Nor indeed do I reniember, that either in the 
ancienter books* of the Old Testament,-or in the books we ca-1 ^ipo- 
erypha there are any signs of such literal observations appearing 
among the Jews ; though th^ir real or mystical si«gnification, t, f. 
the constant remembrance and ob: ervations of tlie laws of <iod by 
Mo.-es be frequently inculcated in all the sacred writings. 

t Here, as well as elsewhere, ^ 38. of his Life, J 14. and of the 
War, R. (i. chap. xx. ^ 5. are but seven judges appointed for s:naU 
cities, instead oi twenty-three in the modern Rabbins; which modem 
Rabbins are always but of very little authority in comparifon of our 
Josephus. . » 
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poioerof Chd. He, therefore, that gratifies those in great dig- 
nity, supposes them more potent than God himself. But if 
these judges are unable to give a just sentence about the 
causes that come before them, (which case is not unfrequent 
in human affairs,) let them send the cause undetermined to 
the holy city, and there let the high-priest, the prophet, and 
the sanhedrim, determine as it shaU seem good to them. 

15. But let not a single witness be credited, but three, or 
two at the least, and those such as whose testimony is con- 
firmed by their good lives. But let not the testimony of 
* women be admitted, on account of the levity and boldness of 
their sex. Nor let'servants be admitted to give testimony^ 
on account of the ignobility of tlieir sou},«ince it is probable 
that they may not speak truth, either out of hope of gain, or 
fear of punishment. But if any' one be believed to have 
borne false witness, let him, when be is convicted, Suffer ail 
the very same punishments which he against whom he bore 
witness was to have suffered. 

16. If a murder be committed in any place, and he that 
did it be not found, nor is there any suspicion upon one as he 
had hated the man, and so had killed him, let there he a very 
diligent inquiry made after the man, and rewards proposed 
to any who will discover him : but if stiil no information can 
be procured, let the magistrates and senate of those cities 
that lie near the place in which the murder was committed, 
assemble together, and measure the distance from the place 
where the dead body lies; then let the magistrates of the 
nearest city thereto purchase an heifer, and bring it to a val- 
ley, and to a place therein where there is no land plougbed, 
or tiees planted, and let tl^em cut the sinews of the heifer; 
then the priests, and Leyites, and senate of that city, shall 
take water, and wash their hands over the head of th^ heifer; 
and they shall openly declare, that their hands are innocent 
of this murder, and that they have neither done it them- 
selves, nor been assisting to any that did it. They shall 
also beseech God to be merciful to them, that no such hor- 
rid fact may any mure be 4one in that land. 

17. Aristocracy, and th€ way of living under it, is the best 

* I have never observed eVewhere. • that, la the Jewish govera- 
ment, women were not admitted as legal witnes&e in courts of jus- 
tice. None of o !r cope, of the Pentatc-ch my a word of it. It is 
very probable, however, that this wa? the expo.ition of the Scribes 
and PharLnes, and the practice of the Jews in the days of Jo£epiius« 
v©l.t *^ Bfe 
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constitution: and may you never have any inclination to 
any other form of government; and may you always love 
that form, and have the laws for your governors, and govern 
all your actions according to them ; for you need no su- 
preme governor but God. But if you shall desire a king, 
let him be one of your own nation: let him be always care- 
ful of justice, and other virtues, perpetually ; let him submit 
to the laws, and esteem God's commands to be his highest 
wisdom ; but let him do nothing without the high-priest, 
and the votes of the senators : let him not have agreat num- 
ber of wives, nor pursue abundance of riches, nor a multi- 
tude of horses, whereby he may grow too proud to submit 
to the laws. And if he affect any such things, let him be re- 
strained, lest he become so potent that his state be inconsist- 
ent with your welfare. 

18. Let it not be esteemed lawful to rcunove boundaries, 
neither our own, nor of those with whom we are at peace. 
Have a care you do not take those land-marks away, which 
are, as it were, a divine and unshaken limitation of rights 
made by God himself, to last forever, since this going be- 
yond limits, and gaining ground upon others, is the. occasion 
of wars and seditions ; for those that remove boundaries are 
not far off an attempt to subvert the laws. 

1 9. He that plants a piece of land, whose trees produce 
fruits before tiie fourth year, is not to bring thence any first 
fruits to God, nor is hfe to make use of that fruit himself, for 
it is not produced in its proper season : for when nature has 
a force put on her at an unreasonable time, the fruit is not 
proper for God, nor for the mas'tcr's use ; but let the owner 
gather all that is grown on the fourth year, for then it is in 
its proper season. And let him that has gathered it, carry 
it to the holy city, and spend that, together with the tithe of 
his other fruits, in feasting with his friends, with the orphans, 
and the widows. But on the fifth year, the fruit is his own, 
and he may use it. as he pleases. 

20. Vou are not to sow a piece of land with seed which 
is planted with vines, for it is enough that it supply nourish- 
ment to that plant, and be not harassed by ploughing also. 
You are to plough your land with oxen; and not to oblige 
other animals to come under the same yoke with them^ but 
to till your land with those beasts that are of the same kind 
with each other- The seeds ai e also to be pure, and with- 
out mixturei and not to be compounded of two or three sorts, 
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since nature does not rejoice in the union of things that are 
not in their own nature alike ; nor are you to permit heasts 
of different kinds to gender together ; for there is reason to 
ffear that this unnatural abuse may extend from beasts of 
different kinds to men, though it takes its first rise from evil 
practices about such smaller things. Nor is any thing to be 
allowed by imitation, whereof any degree of subversion may 
creep into the constitution. Nor do the laws neglect small 
matters, but provide that even those may be managed after 
an un blam cable ma^raer. 

£1. Let not those that reap, and gather in the corn that W 
reaped, gather in the gleanings also, but let them rather 
leave some handfuls for those that are in want of the neces- 
saries of life, that it may be a support and a supply to them, 
in order to their subsistence. In like manner, when they 
gather their grapes, let them leave some smaller bunches for 
the poor : and let them pass over some of the fruits of the oliye 
trees when they gather them, and leave them to be partaken 
of by those that have none pf their own ; for the advantage 
arising from the exact collection of all will not be so consi- 
derable to the owners, as will arise from the gratitude of the 
poor. And God will provide, that the land shall more will- 
ingly produce what shall be for»the nourishment of its fruits, 
in case you do not merely take care of your own advantage, 
but have regard to tlie support of others also. Nor are you 
to muzzle the mouths of the oxen when they tread the ear* 
of corn in the threshing floor; for it is not just to restrain 
our fellow labouring animals, and those that work in order 
to its production, of this fruit of their labours. Nor are you 
to prohibit those that pass by at Ahctime when your fruits 
are ripe to touch them, but to give them leave to fill them- 
selves full of what you have ; and this whether they be of 
your own country or strangers, as being glad of the oppor- 
tunity of giving them some part of your fruits when they are 
ripe ; but let it not be esteemed lawful for them to carry any 
away. Nor let those that gather the grapes, and carry them 
to the wine presses, restrain those whom they meet fron^ 
eating of them ; for it is unjust, out of envy, to hinder those 
that desire it, to partake of the good things that come into 
the world, according to God*s will, and this while the season 
is at the height, and is hastening away as it pleases God. 
Nay, if some, out of bashfulness, are unwilling to touch these 
fruits, let them be encouraged to take of them : 1 mean 
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tho0e that are Israelites, as if they were themseWes the 
•Wners and lords, on account of the kindred there i^ be- 
tween them. Nay, let them desire men that come from 
other countries, to partake of these tokens of friendship 
which God has given . in their proper season ; for that is nc^ 
to be deemed as idly spent, which any one out of kindness 
communicates to another, since God bestows plenty of good 
things on men, not only for themselres to reap the advantage, 
but also to give to others in a way of generosity ; and he is 
desirous, by this means, to make known to others his pecu- 
liar kindness to the people of Israel, and how freely he 
communicates happiness to them, while they abundantly 
communicate out of their great superfluities to eren these 
foreigners also. But for himthat acts contrary to this law, 
let him be beaten with * forty stripes save one, by the>pub« 
lie executioner ; let him undergo this punishment, which is 
a most ignominious one for a free man, and thb because he 
was sdch a slave to gain, as to lay a blot upon his own dig- 
nity ; for it is proper for you, who have had the experience 
of the afflictions in Egypt, and of those in the wilderness, 
%o make provision for those that are in the like circumstan- 
ces ; and while you have now obtained plenty yourselves, 
through the mercy and providence of God, to distributed 
the same plenty, by the like sympathy to such as stand m 
need of it. 

S. Besides those two tithes, which I have already said 
you are to pay every year, the one for the Levites, the other 
for the festivals, you are to bring every tliird year a t third 
tithe to be distributed to those that want it ; to women also 
that are widows ; and to ohiidren that are orphans. But as 
to the ripe fruits, let them carry that which is ripe first of 
all into the temple ; and when they have blessed God for 
that land which bare them, and which he had given them 

* This penalty ot forty stripes save one, here mentioned, andt 2Sw 
was five times inflicted on St. Paul bimseif by the Jews, 2 Cor. xi. 

t Josephus's plain and express interpretation of this law of 
Hoses, Deut. xiv. ^8^, 29. xxvi. 12, &c. that the Jews were bound 
every third year to pay three tithes, that to the Levites, that for racri- 
fices at Jerusalem, and this for the indigent, the widow, and the or- 
phan, is fully confirmed by the practice of good old Tobit, even 
when he was a captive at Assyria, against the opinion of the Rah- 
bins. Tobit, ch. i. ♦ 6, 7, 8. 
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for a possession, when they have also offered those sacrifi- 
ces which the law has commanded them to bring, let th^m 
give the first fruits to the priests. But when any one hath 
done this, and hath brought the tithe of all that he hath, 
together with those first fruits that are for the Levites, and 
for the festivals ; and when he is about to go home, let him 
stand before the holy house, and return thanks to God, that 
he hath delivered them from the injurious treatment they 
had in Egypt,^nd hath given them a good land andalarge, and 
lets them enjoy the fruits thereof; and when he has openly 
testified that he had fully paid the fithes [and other dues,] 
.according to the laws of Moses, let him entreat God that he 
will be ever merciful and gracious to him ; and continue so 
til be to all the Hebrews, both by preserving the good things 
which he hath already given them, and by adding what it is 
still in his power to bestow upon them. 

23. Let the Hebrews marry, at the age fit for it, virgins 
that are free arid born of good parents. And he that does 
not marry a virgin, let him not corrupt another man's wife, 
and marry her, nor grieve her former husband. Nor let free 
men marry slaves, although their affections should strongly 
bias any of theiii so to do, for it is decent, and for the digni- 
ty of the persons themselves, to govern those their affec- 
tions. And farther, no one ought to marry a harlot, whose 
matrimonial oblations, arising from the prostitution of her 
body, God will not receive ; for by these means the disposi- 
tion of the children will be liberal and virtuous ; I mean 
when they are not born of base parents, and of the lustful 
conjunction of such fts marry women that are not free. If 
any one has been espoused to a woman as to a virgin^ and 
does not afterward find her so to be, let him bring this ac- 
tion, and accuse her, and let him make use of such * indica- 

* These /ofccn« of virginity, as the Hebrews and Septuagint ?tyle them. 
Dent, xxii, 15. IT. 20. feeii* to me very different from what our later 
interpreters suppose. They appear rather, ta have been snch close 
linen garments as were never put off virgins after a certain age, till 
they were married, but before witnesses, and which, while they 
were entire, were certain §vidences^ of feiich virginity. See these, 
Antiq. B.vii. ch. viii. H- ^ Sam. xiii. 18. Isaiah, vi. 1. Josephus 
here determines nothing what were these particular /oAjcnso/'mrgtm- 
/j/ or of corruption ; perhaps hethoaght he could not easily describe 
ther:i to the heaiben>, without saying what they might have thought 
.a breach of n'odc ty ; which seeming breach of modesty laws can- 
not always wholly avoid. 
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tione to prove his accusation as he is furnished tvithall ; and 
let the father or the brother of the damsel, or some one that 
is after them nearest of kin to her, defend her. If the dam- 
sel obtain a sentence in her favour, th^t she had not been 
guilty, let her live with her husband that accused her ; and 
let him ijot have any further power at all to put her away, 
unless she give him very great occasions of her suspicion, 
and such as can be no way contradicted. But for him that 
brings an accusation and calumny against his wife, in an im- 
pudent and rash manner, let him be punished by receiving 
fbrty stripes save one, and let him pay fifty shekels to her 
father: but if the damsel be convicted, as having been cor- 
rupted, and is one of the common people, let her be stoned, 
because she did not preserve her virginity -till she was law- 
fully married ; but if she were the daughter of a priest, let 
her be burnt *alive. If any one has two wives, and if he 
greatly respect and be kind to one of them, either out of 
his affection to her, or for her beauty, or for some other 
reason, while the other is^of less esteem with him; and if 
the son of her that is beloved be the younger by birth than 
another born of the other wife, but endeavours to obtain the 
right o^ primogeniture from his father's kindness to bis 
mother, and would thereby obtain a double portion of his 
fether's" substance, for that double portion is what I have 
allotted him in the laws, let not this be permitted ; for it is 
unjust, that he who is the elder by birth, should be depri- 
ved of wjhat is due to him, on the father's disposition of 
his estate, because his mother was not equally regarded by 
him. He that hath corrupted a damsel espoused to another 
man, in case he had her consent, let both him and her be 
put to death, for they are both equally guilty, the man be- 
cause he persuaded the woman willingly to submit to a most 
impure action, and to prefer it to lawful wedlock, the woman 
beeaiuse she was persuaded to yield herself to be corrupted 
either for pleasure or for gain, However, if a man light oo 
a woman, when she is alone, and forces her, where nobody 
was present to come to her assistance, let him only be put 
to death. Let him that hath corrupted a virgin not yet 
espoused, marry her ; but If the father of the dainsel be not 
willing that she should be his wife, let him pay fifty shekels 
as the price of her prostitution. He that desires to be di- 
vorced firomhb wife for * any cause whatsoever, and many 

« Tlie«e words of Josephus are very like those of ibe Fliarisees 
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such causes happen among men, let him in writing give as- 
surance that he will never use her as his wife any more, for 
by this means she may be at liberty to marry another bus* 
band, although before this bill of divorce be given she is not 
to be permitted so to do ; but if she be misused by him also; 
or if, when he is dead, her first husband would marry her 
again, it shall not be lawful for her to return to him. If a 
wonvan's husband die and' leave her without children, let 
hi& brother marry her; and let him call the son that was 
born to him by his brother's name, and educate him as the 
heir of his inheritance, for this procedure will be for the 
benefit of the public, because thereby families will not fail, 
and the estate will continue among the kindred ; and this 
will be for the solace of wives under their affliction, that they 
are to be married to the next relations of their former hus- 
bands. Fut If tlie brother will not marry her, let the 
woman come before tlie senate, and protest openly that this 
brother will not admit her for his. wife, but will injure the 
memory of his deceased brotiifer, while she is willing t© 
continue in the famdly, and to bear him children : and when 
the senate have inquired of him, for what reason it is that 
he is averse to this marriage, whether he gives a b^d or a 
good reason, the matter must come^ to this issue, that the 
woman shall loose the sandals of the brother, and shall spit 
in his face, and Say, " He deserves this reproachful treat- 
ment from her, as having injured the memory of the de- 
ceased."' And then let him go away out of the senate, and 
bear this reproach upon him all his life long ; and let her 
marry to whom she pleases, of such as seek her in marriage. 
But now if any man take captive, either a virgin, or one 
that hath been * married, and has a wAxid to marry her, let 
him no£ be allowed to bring her to bed to him, or tb live 
with her as his wife, before she hatii her head shaven, and 
hath put on her mourning habit, and lamented her relations 
and friends that were slain in the battle, that by this means 
she may give vent to her sorrow for them, and after that 
may betake herself to feasting and matrimony; for it is 

to our Saviour upon this very Fubject, Matt. xix. 3, It it not toi*- 
ful for a man to put away his wife for tvtry cause ? 

♦ Here it is supposed, that this captive'- hiisband, if the were be- 
fore a married woman, was dead before, or rather was slain in this 
very battle, otherwise it would have been adultery in hii^that mw^ 
fled her. 
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good for him that takes a woman in order to haye children 
by her, to be complaisant to her inclinations, and not merely 
to pursue his own pleasure, while he hath no regard to what 
is agreeable to her. But when thirty days are past, as the 
time of mourning, for so many are sufficient to prudent per- 
sons for lamenting the dearest friends, then let them proceed 
to the marriage ; but in case when he hath satisfied his lust, 
he be too proud to retain her for liis wife, let him not have 
it in his power to make her a slave, but let her go away 
whither she pleases, and have that privilege of a free womaa. 
24. Asto those young men that despise their parents, and 
do not pay them honour, but offer them affronts, either be- 
cause they are ashamed of them, or think themselves wiser 
than they, in the first place, let their parents admonish them 
in words, (for they are by nature of authority sufficient for 
becoming their judges,) and let them say tfius to them: 
" That they cohabited together, not for the sake of pleasure, 
nor for the augmentation of their riches, by joining both their 
stocks together, but that they might have children, to take 
care of them in their old age, and raightT>y ihcm have whaf 
they then should want." And say farther to him, ** That 
when thou wast born we took thee up with gladness, and 
gave God the greatest thanks for thee, and brought thee up 
ivith great care, and spared for nothing that appeared useful 
for thy preservation, and for thy instruction in what was 
most excellent. And now, since it is reasonable to forgive 
the sins of those that are young, let it suffice thee* to have 
given so many indications of thy contempt of us, reform thy- 
self, and act more wistly fur the time to come ; considering 
that God is displeased with those that are insolent towards 
their parents, because he is himself the father of the whole 
race of mankind, and seems to bear part of that dishonour 
which falls upon those that have the same name, when they 
do not meet with due returns from their children. And on 
such the law inflicts inexorable punishment ; of which punish- 
ment mayest thou never have the experience !" Now if the 
insolence of young men be thus cured, let them escape the 
reproach which their former errors deserved, for by this 
means the lawgiver will appear to be good, and parents hap- 
py, while they never behold either a son or a daughter 
brought to punishment But if it happen that these words, 
and instructions conveyed by them, in order to reclaim the 
man, appear to be useless, then the offender renders the laws 
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implacable enemies to the insolence he has offered his pa*- 
rents ; let him, therefore, be * brought forth by these very 
parents, out of the city, with a multitude following him, and 
let him be stoned ; and when he has contmued there for one 
Mrhole day, that all the people may see him, let him be bu- 
ried in the night. And thus it is that we bury all whom the 
laws condemn to die, upon any account whatsoever. Let 
our enemies that fall in battle be also buried ; nor let any one 
dead body lie above ground, or suffer a punishment beyond 
what justice requires. 

£5. Let no one lend to any one of the Hebrews upon usury, 
neither usury of What is eaten or what is drunken, for it is 
not just to make advantage.of the misfortunes of one of thy 
own countrymen ; but when thou hast been assistant to hie 
necessities, think it thy gain, if thou obtainest their gratitude 
to thee; and withal! that reward which will come to thee from 
God, "for thy humanity towards him. 

26. Those who have borrowed either'silver, or any s<^af 
fruits, whether dry or wet, I mean this, when the Jewish af- 
fairs shall, by the blessing of God, be to their own mind, let 
the borrowers bring . them again, and restore them with 
pleasure to those who lent them, laying them up, as it were, 
in their own treasuries, and justly expecting to receive thent 
thence, if they shall want them again. But if they be with- 
out shame, and do not restore it, let not the lender go to the 
borrower's house, and take a pledge himself, before judgment 
be given concerning it, but let him require the pledge, and 
let the debtor bring it of himself, without the least opposition^ 
to him that comes upon him under the protection of the law. 
And if he that gave the pledge be rich, let the creditor retain 
it till what he lent be paid him again ; but if he be poor, let 
him that takes it return it before the going down of the sun, 
especially if the pledge be a garment, that the debtor may 
have it for a covering in his sleep, God himself naturally 
showing mercy to the poor. It is also not lawful to take a 
millstone, nor any utensil thereto belonging, for a pledge, that 
the debtors may not be deprived of instruments to get their 
food withall, and lest they be undone by their necessity. 

27. Let death be the punishment for stealing a man ; but 
he that hath purloined gold or silver, let him pay double. 

» See Herod the Great, insisting on the eicecution of this law, with 
relation to two of bis own sons, before the judges at Berytus, Antiq. 
B. xvi. ch. xi. 5 2\ 
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If any one kill a man that is stealing something out of his 
house, let him be esteemed guiltless, although the man were 
only breaking in at the wall. Let him that hath stolen cattle 
pay four- fold what is lost, excepting the case of an ox, for 
which let the thief pay five-fold. Let him that is so poor that 
he cannot pay what mulct is laid upon him, be his servant to 
whom he was adjudged to pay it. 

28. If any one be sold to one of his own nation, let him 
serve him six years, and on the seventh let him go free ; but 
if he have a son by a woman-servant, in his purchaser's 
house, and if on account of his good- will to his master, and 
his natural affection to his wife and children, he will be his 
servant still, let him be set free only at the cumins; of the 
year of jubilee, which is the fiftieth year, and let him then 
take away with him his children and wife, and let them be 
free also. 

£9. If any one find gold or silver on the road, let him io- 
qiriae after him that lost it, and make proclamation of the 
place where he found it, and then restore it to him again, as 
not thinking it right to make his own profit by the loss of an- 
other. And the same rule is to be observed in cattle found 
to have wandered away into a lonelj' place. If the owner 
be hot presently discovered, let him that is finder keep it 
with himself, and appeal to God, that he has not purloined 
what belongs to another. 

30. It is not lawful to pass by any beast that is in distress, 
'when in a storm it is fallen down in the mire, but to endea- 
vour to preserve it, as having a sympathy with it in its pain. 

31. It is also a duty to show the roads to those who do 
not know them, and not to esteem it a matter for sport, when 
we hinder other advantages, by setting them in a wrong way. 

3£. In like manner let no one revile a person blind 6t dumb. 
33. If men strive together, and there be no instrument of 
iron, let him that is smitten be avenged immediately, by in- 
flicting the same punishment on him that smote him : but if 
when he is carried home, he lie sick many days, and then die, 
let him that smote hi|n escape punishment; but if he that is 
smitten escape death, and yet be at great expense for hiscure, 
the smiter shall pay for all that has been expended during 
'the time of his sickness, and for all that he has paid the phy- 
.sician. He that kicks a woman with child, so that the wo- 
man * miscarry, let him pay a fine in money, as the judges 
* Philo and others appear to have under.^tood this law, £xod. xsl. 
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shall determine, as having duninished the multitude by the 
destruction of what was in her womb; and let money also be 
given the woman's husband by him that kicked her; but if 
she die of the stroke, let him also he put to death, the law 
judging it equitable that life should go for life. 

34. Let no one of the Israelites keep any * poison that 
may cause death, or any other harm ; but if he be caught 
M'ith it, let him be put to death, and suffer the very same 
misdiief that he would have brought upon them for whom 
the poison was prepared. 

35. He that raaimeth any one, let him undergo the like 
himself, and be deprived of the same member of which he 
hath deprived the other, t unless he that is maimed will ac- * 
cept of money instead of it; for the law makes the sufferer 
the judge of the value of w^hat he hath suffered, and permits 
him to estimate, unless he will be more severe. 

36. Let him that is the owner of any ox which pusheth 
with his horn kill him : but if he pushes and gores any one 
in the threshing floor, let him be put to death by stoning, and 
let him not be thought fit for food ; but if his owner be con- 
victed as having known what his nature was, and hath not 
kept him up, let him also be put to death, as being the oc- 
casion of the ox's having killed a man* But if the ox have 
killed a man-servant, or a maid-servant, let him be stoned ; 
and let the owners of the ox * pay thirty shekels to the master 
of him that was slain : but if it be an ox that is thus smitten 
and killed, let both the oxen, that which smote the other, and 

25, 23, better than Josephus ; who seems to aHow, that though the 
infant in ihe nrother's womb, even after the mother were qrji k, and 
so the infant had a rational soul, were killed by the stroke upon the 
mother, yet, if the mother e.caped, the offender should only be fined, 
and not put to death ; while the law seem^ rather to mean, that if 
the infant in that case be killed, though the niother escape, the of- 
fender m; 8t be put to death, and not only when the mother is killed, 
as Jo?eph:.8 understood it. It teems this was the exposition of the 
Pharisee^' m the days of JoBephus. 

* What we render a witch according to our modern nol'on^ of 
witchcraft, Exod. xxii. 18. Philo and ^osephus i nder tood of a 
poisoner, or one who attenipted, by secret and unlawful drugs or 
philtra to take away the senses or the lives of men. 

tThi per: ission of redee inp th penalty with tnoneyis not in 
our copies Exod. xxi. fM 25. Levit xxiv. 20. De/t. xix. 21. 

:f We may here note, that 3v shekei- the pr'ce oiir Saviour was 
sold for by Juda, lo the .-ews, Matt. xxvi. 15. xxvii. 3. wab the old 
value of a bought servant, or slave, among that people. 
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that which was killed, be sold, and let the owners of them 
til vide their price be.tween tliem. 

87. Let those that dig a well or a pit be careful to hy 
pknks over them, and so keep them shut up, not in order to, 
hinder any persons from drawing water, but that there may 
be no danger of falling into them : but if any one's beast faU 
into such, a well of pit, thus digged, aM not shut up, and 
perish, let the owner pay its price to the owner of the beast. 
Let there be a battlement round the tops of your houses 
instead of a wall, that may prevent any persons from rolling 
down and perishing. 

38* Let him that has received any thing in trust for ano* 
ther, take care to keep it as a sacred and dhine thing; and 
let no one inverft any contrivance whereby to deprive him 
that hath intrusted It wi|h him of the same, and this whether 
a man or a woman ; no, not although he or she were to gain 
kn immense sum of gold, and this where he cannot be con- 
victed of it by any body ; for it is fit that a man's own con- 
science, which knows what he hath, should in all cases 
oblige him to do well. Let this conscience be his witness, 
and make him always act so as he may procure commenda-^ 
tion from others ; but let him chiefiy have regard to God, 
from whom no wicked man can lie concealed : but if he in 
whom the trust was reposed, without any deceit of his own, 
lose what he was intrusted withall, let him come before the 
seven judges, and swear by God, l^at nojthing hath heen lost 
willingly, or with a wicked intention, and that be hath not 
made use of any part thereof, and so let him depart without 
hlame ; but if he hath made use of the least part of what 
was committed to him, and it be lost, let him be condemned 
Jto repay all that he had received, after the same manner as 
in these trusts it is to be, if any one defraud those that un- 
dergo bodily labour for him. And let it be always remem- 
bered, that we are not to defraud a poor man of his wages, as 
being sensible that God has allotted that wages to him in' 
stead of land and otlier possessions; nay, this payment is not 
at all to be delayed, but to be made that very day, since God 
is not willing to deprive the labovirer of the immediate use of 
what he hath laboured for. ' 

89. You are not to punish children for the faults of their 
parents, but on account of their own virtue rather to votich- 
•afe them commiseration, because they wrt*e born of wicked 
parents, than hatred, because they were bom of bad ones: 
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nor indeed ought we to imt>ute the sin of chiidren to their 
fathers, while young persons indulge themselves in many 
practices different from what they have been instructed in, 
this by their proud refusal of such instruction. 

40. Let those that have made themselves eunuchs be had 
in detestation: and do you avoid any conversation with them, 
wh^) have deprived themselves of their manhood, and of that 
fruit of generation which God has given men for the in- 
crease of their kind : let such be driven away, as if they had 
killed their children, since they beforehand have lost what 
should procure them; for evident it is, that while their soul 
is become effeminate, they have withall transfused that ejfe- 
minacy to their body also. In like manner do you treat all 
that is of a monstrous nature when it is looked on ; nor is it 
lawful to * geld either men, or any other animals. 

41« Let this be the constitution of your political laws in 
time of peace ; and God will be so merciful as to preserve 
this excellent settlement free from disturbance: and may 
that time never corae which may innovate any thing, and 
change it for the contrary. But since it must needs happen 
that mankitid fall into troubles and dangers, either undesign- 
edly, or intentionally, come let us make a few constitutions 
concerning them, that so being apprized beforehand what 
ought to be done, you may have salutary counsels ready 
when you want them, and may not then be obliged t^'go to 
seek what is to be done, and so be unprovided, and fall into 
dangerous circumstances. May you be a laborious people, 
ftnd exercise your souls in virtuous actions, and thereby pos- 
sess and inherit the land without wars, while neither any 
for*^igners make war upon it, and so inflict you, nor any in- 
ternal sedition seise upon it, whereby you do things that are 
contrary to your fathers, and so lose the laws which they 
have established. And may you continue in the observation 
•f those laws which God hath approved ol^and hath deliver- 
ed to you. Let all sort of warlike operations, whether they 
befall you now In your own time, or hereafter in the times 
•f your posterity, be done out of your own borders : but when 

* This law against castration, even of brutes is ^M to be rigo» 
rous elsewhere, as to inflict death on b:m thfit does it, which ceems 
only a Phariraical Interpretation in the days of Jof^ephus of that 
|aw» Levit. xxi. ?0. and xxii. 24. only we may hence observe that 
the Jews could then have no oxen which are gelt, but only bun* 
and oows, in Judea. 

Vol. I. C c 
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you are about to go to war, send embassages and heralds to 
those who are your vohintary enemies, for it is a right thing 
to make use of words to them before you come t<^ your wea- 
pons of war ; and assure them thereby, that although you 
have a numerous army, with horses, and weapons, and above 
these, a God merciful to' you, and ready to assist you, you 
do, however, desire them not to compel you to fight against 
them, nor to take from them what they have, which will in- 
deed be our gain, but what they will have no reason to wish 
we should take to ourselves. And if they hearken to you, 
it will be proper for you to keep peace with them ; but if 
they trust on their own strdngth, as superior to you^s, and 
will not do you justice, lead your army against them, making 
use of God as your supreme commander, but ordaining for 
a lieutenant under him, one that is of the greatest courage 
among you ; for these different commanders, besides fheir 
being an obstacle to actions that are to be done on the sud- 
den, are a disadvantage to those that make use of 'them, 
licad an army, pure, and of chosen men, composed of all 
such as have extraordinary strength of body, and hardiness 
of soul ; but do you send away the timorous part, lest they 
run away In the time of action, and so afford an advantage 
to your enemies. Do you also give leave to those that have 
lately built them houses, and have not yet lived in them a 
year's time ; and to those that have planted them vineyards, 
and have not yet been partakers of their fruits, to continue 
in their own country; as well as those also who have be- 
trothed or lately married theln wives, lest they have such 
an affection for these things, that they be too sparing of their 
lives, and by reserving themselves for these enjoyments, they 
becoine voluntary cowards, [on account of their wives.] 

42. When you have pitched your camp, take care that 
you do nothing that is cruel. And when you are engaged 
in a siege, and want timber for the making of warlike en- 
gines, do not you render the land naked by cutting down 
trees that bear fruits, but spare them, as considering that 
they were made for the benefit of men ; and that if they 
could speak, they would have a just plea against you, be- 
cause, though they are not occasions of the war, they ar^ 
unjustly treated, and suffer in it, and would, if they were 
able, remove themselves into another land. When you have 
beaten your enemies in battle, slay those that have fought 
against you ; but preserve the others alive, that they may 
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pay you tri^te, excepting the nation of the Can^anites, for 
as to that people you must entirely destroy them. 

43. Take^care especially in your battles, that no woman 
use the habit of a man, nor man the garment of a woman, 

44. Thii was the form of political government which was 
left us by Moses. Moreover he had * already delivered laws 
in writing, in the fortieth year [after they came out of Egypt;] 
concerning which we will discourse in another book. But> 
now, on the following days, (for he called them to assemble 
continually,) he delivered blessings to them and curses upon 
those that should not live according to the laws, but should 
transgress the duties that were determined for them to ob- 
serve. After this, he read to them a poetic song, which was 
composed in hexameter verse ; and left it to them in the 
holy book : it contained a prediction of what was to come 
to pass afterward. Agreeably whereto all things have hap- 
pened all along, and do still happen to us ; and wherein be 
has not at all deviated fromthe truth. Accordingly, he deli- 
vered these books to the + priests, with the ark ; into which 
he also put the ten commandments, written in two tables. 
He delivered to them the tabernacle also ; and exhorted the 
people, that when they had conquered the land, and were 
settled in it, they should not forget the injuries of the Ama- 
lekites, but make war against them, and inflict punishm^t 
upon them for what mischief they did them when they 
were in the wilderness ; and that when they had got pos- 
session of the land of the Canaanites, and when they had 
destroyed the whole multitude of its inhabitants, as they 
ought to do, they should erect an altar that should face the 
rising sun, not far from the city of Shechem, between the 
two mountains, that of Gerizim, situate on the right hand, 
and that called Ehal, on the left: and that the army should 
be so divided, that six tribes should stand upon each of the 
two mountains, and with them the Levites, and the priests. 
And that first, those that were upon Mount Gerizim should 
pray for the best blessing upon those who were diligent 
about the worship of God, and the observation of his laws, 
and who did not reject what Moses had said to them ; while 
the other wished them all manner of happiness also : and 

• These laws seem to be those above mentioned, J 4. of thfti 
chapter. 

t What laws were now delivered to the priests, see the note on 
Antiq. B. iii. ch. i. (. 7. 
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wken these last put up the like prayers, the Urmer praised 
them. After this, curses were denounced upon tho^e that 
should transgress those laws, they answering one another 
alternately, by way of conlirmation of what had been said. 
Moses also wrote their blessings, and their curses, that they 
might learn them so thoroughly, that they might never be 
forgotten by leiigth of time. And when he was ready to 
rile, he wrote these blessings and curses * upon the akar on 
r^ach side of it; where he says also the people stood, and 
then sacrificed, and offered burnt-offerings, though after that 
day they offered upon it any other sacrifice, for it was not 
lawful so to do. These are the constitutions of Moses ; and 
the Hebrew nation still live according to them. 

45. On the next day, Moses called the people together, 
with the women and children, to a congregation, so as the 
very slaves were present also, that they might engage them- 
selves to the observation of these laws by oath ; and that 
duly considering the meaning of God in them, they mtight 
not, either for favour of their kindred, or out of fear of any 
one, or indeed for any motive whatsoever, think any thing 
ought to be preferred to these laws, and so might transgress 
them. That in case any one of their own blood, or any 
city, should attempt to confound or dissolve their constitu- 
tion of government, they should take vengeance upon them 
both all in general, and each person in particular ; and when 
they had conquered them, should overturn their city to the 
very foundations, and if possible, should not leave the least 
footstnps of such madness : but that if they ^ere not able 
to take such vengeance, they should still demonstrate, that 
what was done was contrary to their wills. So the multi- 
tude bound themselves by oath so to do. 

46. Moses taught them also by what means their sacri- 
flees might be the most acceptable to God : and how they 
should go forth to war, making use of t the stones [in the 

* Of the exact place where thifi altar was to be bnilt, whether 
Bearer Mornt Oeriziin or Mount Ebal, according to Jorephos, see 
B^say on t' e Old Testament, p. 165—17!. 

t Dr. Bernard well obsei-ves here how unfortunate this neglect 
•f coafxiHiog .he Urim was to ^oshua hiinse^ in the case of the Gi- 

• beontes. who put a trick upon h'M and ensnared him together with 
the rest of the -^ew.sh rulers wi^h a solemn oath to pre?e ve them, 
contra; y to his com.ui^on to extirpate all ihe Canaanites root ani 
branch ; wh ch oath he and the othe>' nriers never dun^t break See 

. Scripture Politics, p. 55, 56* andthi snare they were bro) ghi into, 
because ilwy did not ask counsel at the mouth (^ the Lord, Jo^haa, is. 1^. 
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hi^h-pnest's breastplate] for their direction, as I have before 
signified. Joshua also prophesied while Moses was present. 
And when Moses had recapitulated whatsoever he had done 
for the preservation t>f the people, both in their wars, and 
in peace, and had composed them a body of laws, and procu- 
red them an excellent form of governmejit, he foretold, a« 
God had declared to him, that ^ if they trangressed that in- 
stitution for the worship of God, they should experience the 
follow idjr miseries : their land shi^uld be full of weapons of 
war from their enemies, and their cities should be over- 
thrown, and their temple should be burnt ; that they should 
be sold for slaves to such men as would have no pity on 
them in their alflictions ; that they would then repent, when 
that repentance would no way profit them under their suf- 
ferirg . Yet, said he, will that God, who founded your na- 
tion, restore your cities to your citizens, with their temple 
also ; and you shall lose these advantages not once only but 
often." 

47. Now when Moses had encouraged Joshua to lead out 
the army against the Canaanites, by tellirig him that God 
'would assist him in all his undertakings, ^nd had blessed the 
whole multitude, he said, " Since I am going to my forefa- 
thers, and God has determined that this should be the day of 
my departure to them, I return him thanks while 1 am still 
ali' e, and present with you, for that providence he hath ex- 
ercised over you, which hath not only delivered us from the 
mist^ries we lay under, but hath bestowed a state of pros- 
perity upon us ; as also, that he hath assisted me in the pains 
I took, and in all the contrivances I had in my care about 
you, in order to better your condition, and hath on all oc- 
casions showed himself favourable to us ; or rather he it was 
who first conducted our affairs, and brought them to an hap- 
py conclusion, by making use of me as a vicarious general un- 
der dim, and }is a minister in those matters wherein he was 
willing to do you good : on which account I think it proper 
to blrtss that divine power which will take care of you for 
the time to come, and this in order to repay that debt which 
I owe him, and to leave behind me a memorial that we are 
obliged to worship and honour him, and keep to those laws, 
which are the most excellent gift of all those he hath already 
bestowed upon us, or which, if he continue favourable to us, 
he will bestow upon us hereafter. Certainly, an human le- 
gitlator is a terrible enemy, if hen kia laws are affiroated, aad 
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and are made to no purpose. And may you never experience 
that displeasure of God which will be the consequence of 
the neglect of these his laws, which he, who is your Crea- 
tor, hath given you." 

48. When Moses had said thus, at the end of his life, and 
had foretold what would befall to * every one of their tribes 
' afterward, with the addition of a blessing to them, the mul- 
titude fell into tears, insomuch, that even the women, by- 
beating their breasts, made manifest the deep concern they 
had when he was about to die. The children also lamented 
still more, as not able to contain their grief; and thereby de- 
clared, that even at their age they were sensible of his vir- 
tue and mighty deeds : and truly there seemed to be a strife 
between the young and the old, who should most grieve fcT 
him. The old grieved, because they knew what a careful 
protector they were to be deprived of, and so lamented their 
future state ; but the young grieved not only for that, but 
also because it so happened that they were to be left by him 
before they had well tasted of his virtue. Now one may 
make a guess at the excess of this sorrow and lamentation 
of the multitude, from what happened to the legislator him- 
self ; for although he was always ^rsuaded that he ought 
not to be cast down at the approach of death, since the un- 
dergoing it was agreeable to the will of God, and the law of 
nature, yet what thcj people did so overbore him, that he 
wept himself. Now as he went thence to the place where 
be was to vanish out of their sight, they all followed after 
him weeping ; but Moses beckoned with his hand to those 
that were remote from him, and bid them stay behind in 
quiet, while he exhorted those that were nearer him that 
thpy would noit render his departure so lamentable : where- 
upon they thought they ought to grant him that favour, to 
let him depart according as he himself desired ; so they re- 
strained themselves, though weeping still towards one another. 
All those who accompanied him, were the senate, and 
Eleazar the high-priest,, and Joshua their commander. Now 
as soon as they were come to the mountain called Abarim^ 
(which is a very high mountain, situate over against Jericho, 

* Since Josephiis assures us here, as is most naturally to be s»ip" 

po ed. aad as the SeptTagint gives the text, Deut. xxxiii. 6. that 

" WTo ea b eased every one of the tribe.^ of Israel, it i^ evident that 

Simeon was nor. o aitted in his copy, as it unhappily now is both in 

our Hebrew and Samaritan copies. 
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and one that aSbrds to such as are upon it a prospect of the 
greatest part of the excellent land of Canaan,) he dismissed 
the senate ; and as he was going to embrace EJeazar and 
Joshua, and was still discoursing with them, a cloud ^tood 
•▼er him on the sudden, and he disappeared in a certain 
▼alley, although he wrote in the holy books that he died, 
which was done out of fear lest they should venture to say, 
that because of his extraordinary virtue he went to Ood. 

49. JVow Moses lived in all one hundred and twenty years ; 
a third part of which time, abating one month, he was the 
people's ruler : and he died on the last month of the year, 
which is called by the Macedonians Dystriis, but by us Jldar^ 
on the first day of the month. He was one ths^t exceeded 
all ^en that ever were in understanding, and made the best 
use of what understanding suggested to him. He had a 
very grateful way of speaking, and addressing himself to the 
multitude : and as to his other qualifications, he had such a 
full command of his passions, as if he hardly had any such 
in his soul, and only knew them by their names, as rather 
perceiving them in other men than in* himself. He was also 
such a general of an army as was seldom «een, as well as 
such a prophet as-was n^ver known ; and this to such a de« 
^ree, that whatsoever he pronounced, you would think you 
heard the voice of God himself. So the people mourned 
for him thirty days : nor did ever any grief so deeply afiect 
the Hebrews, as did this upon the death of Moses ; nor were 
those that had experienced his conduct the only persons that 
desired him, but those also that perused the laws he left be- 
hind him had a strong desire after him, and by them gather- 
ed the extraordinary virtue he was master of. And this 
shall sufiice for the declaration of the manner of the death 
* ef Moses. 
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